
 
 

               STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 7:00pm 
at City Hall with the following in attendance: 

Mayor      David McCauley  Present 
Recorder     Susan Aloi   Present 
Council Member    Mary Albaugh   Present 
Council Member    Pam Cuppari   Present 
Council Member    CJ Rylands   Present 
Council Member    Robbie Skinner  Present 
Council Member    David Thomas   Present 
Director of Finance/Administration  Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Director of Public Works   Jerry Arnold   Present 
Police Chief     Matthew Gregory  Present 
City Attorney     Tom O’Neill   Present 
Record Delta Newspaper   Katie Kuba   Present 
Channel 3         Present 
 
Also in attendance: Dr. Timothy Reese, Maria Bray and Tammy Reger, 
 
Meeting Agenda Posted 04-17-17   
 
City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday April 20, 2017  

A.       Call to Order 
 A.1    Moment of Silence  
 A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 A.3    aŀȅƻǊΩǎ DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 

B. Recognized Guests 
                  B.1 Volunteers ς¢ǊŀƛƭǎΩ /ƭŜŀƴǳǇ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
 B.2 B-U Lady Buc Basketball Team-Proclamation 
 B.3 Upshur Arts Alliance-35th Birthday-Proclamation 
 B.4 Sustainability Committee-Earth Day Proclamation 
 B.5 Colin Reger & Matt Gower-Riverbend Golf Course 
 B.6 Artist Ryan Zirk & Casey Mills ςArtwork Fire Department bay doors 
 B.7 John Marteney 
 
C.      Department and Board Report 
      C.1     Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 

C.2 Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins 
C.3 City Attorney- ¢ƻƳ hΩbŜƛƭƭ 
  >Fireworks in City Limits 
C.4 Police Chief-Matthew Gregory 
C.5 Building Code Enforcement Officer-Vincent Smith 
 

D.     Correspondence & Information 
                 D.1             Town Hall Meeting Notice April 24, 2017 at PSC- New Committees to report 
                 D.2             Town Hall Meeting Notice May 8, 2017 at PSC-.ǳŎƪƘŀƴƴƻƴΩǎ 5ƻƎ tŀǊƪ 
                 D.3  Notice-Reschedule City Council Meetings in May 
E.     Consent Agenda 

  E.1       Approval of Minutes ς Regular meeting 04-06-17 & Special meeting 04-18-17 
                E.2      Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
                E.3        Approval of Payment of the Bills  
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
                F.1 Ordinance 416 Home Rule Brunch Bill 2nd/Final Reading 
                F.2 Possible First Draft of Updated Building Code Ordinance 
G.      Comments and Announcements 

    G.1       Mary Albaugh 
               G.2       Pamela Cuppari 
               G.3       C J Rylands  
               G.4      Robbie Skinner 
               G.5 David Thomas 
               G.6              Susan Aloi 
IΦ      aŀȅƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

 H.1 WŜŀƴ [ŜŜ [ŀǘƘŀƳΩǎ ммрth Day+Sign Dedication  
 H.2 Ace Mumford Way Dedication-April 28, 2017  
 H.3 Gray Barker Day+Sign Dedication-May 2, 2017 

 
I.       Executive Session Per WV Code § 6-9A-4 (Personnel) 
J.       Adjournment 
 
POSTED 04-17-17 



 
 

Call to Order 
¶ Moment of Silence for the latest terrorism victims in France, followed by Pledge to the Flag 

of the United States of America. 
¶ Mayor’s Greetings 

 
Recognized Guests 
¶ B-U Lady Buc Basketball Team – Proclamation 
 

MAYORôS PROCLAMATION
 
 Whereas, the 2016-17 BUCKHANNON-UPSHUR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLSô BASKETBALL TEAM recently 
completed their season going 24-4 amassing the most victories in school history, winning the Big 10 Conference 
Championship, advancing to the State AAA tournament for the third consecutive year, & ultimately finishing as the 
State runner-up; and, 
 
 Whereas, the LADY BUCS in the process of realizing their amazing, record-breaking season recorded 
victories over traditional basketball powers Capital (67-22 & 68-44); St. Albans (61-29 & 56-36); South Charleston 
(76-69); University (67-54); Fairmont Senior (80-75); Morgantown (53-48); Bridgeport (58-48); & Wheeling Park (49-
27); and, 
 
 Whereas, our entire Buckhannon-Upshur community is very proud of our BUHS LADY BUCSô 
BASKETBALL TEAM coached by JEREMY MAXWELL (Big 10 Conference Coach of the Year) & ably assisted by 
BRIAN WEBB & ROB KITTLE, the State champion runner-up squad members being seniors Makayla Reynolds, 
Tatiyana Caesar, & Lauren Louk; juniors Hanna McClung, McKinley Gaudet, Lauren Bennett, & Ashton 
Maxwell; sophomores Alli Robinson, Leigh Ann Bennett, McKenzie Kittle, Audrey Gaudet, & Sydney Fletcher; 
& freshmen Brooklyn Maxwell, Kassidy Wilfong, & Bailee Yokum; and, 
 
 Whereas, four of this yearôs squad members were honored as All-State selections including first team 
selectee Hanna McClung who also was named Big 10 Conference player of the year, second team captain, Makayla 
Reynolds, third team Lauren Bennett, & honorable mention Alli Robinson; and,  
 
 Whereas, our B-U communityôs basketball future is very bright as demonstrated by the tremendous success 
of the BUHS LADY BUCS during their 2016-17 season. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, DAVID W. McCAULEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, pursuant to 
the power & authority duly vested in me, do hereby proclaim Thursday, April 20, 2017 to be ñLADY BUCSô 
BASKETBALL DAYò throughout our City of Buckhannon.  
 
 I further urge all of our residents to greet & congratulate all members of our most honored BUHS GIRLSô 
BASKETBALL TEAM, along with their families, friends, our entire City Council, & all members of our City 
government family during their most special day on Thursday, April 20, 2017.  I further direct the installation of a 
placard at the first entrance way into our community recognizing the AAA State runner-up LADY BUC squad.   

 
Given under my hand & the official seal of The City of Buckhannon,  

this 20th day of April, 2017 
 

David W. McCauley, Mayor 
 

¶ Upshur Arts Alliance ï 35th Birthday ï Proclamation 

 
MAYORôS PROCLAMATION

 
 Whereas, THE UPSHUR ARTS ALLIANCE (UAA) has promoted, enhanced, & contributed to the 
educational, artistic, & cultural lives of the residents of our Buckhannon-Upshur community since 1982 while serving 
as a financial resource & supportive agency for organizations & individuals who positively influence our cultural 
climate; and, 
 
 Whereas, UAA helps with funding for the Augusta Youth Ballet Company, the Buckhannon Chamber 
Orchestra, the Buckhannon Choral Society, the Buckhannon Community Theatre, & Artistry on Main, while also 
annually providing two scholarships for graduating seniors from Buckhannon-Upshur High School who will be 
pursuing careers in the arts or arts education; and, 
 
 Whereas, UAA is partnering with the City of Buckhannon to restore the Colonial Theatre at 48 East Main 
Street by offering its letters of support to grant funding agencies while providing its member input on the future 
utilization of our Theatre; and,  
 
 Whereas, for 35 years UAAôs members have performed selfless & outstanding service for our community 
representing the very finest example of our high quality of life enjoyed by our residents here; and,  
 
 Whereas, our City is very proud to recognize & honor the past & current members of UAA for their steadfast 
& continuing support of our communityôs many arts initiatives whose members epitomize loyalty, dedication, & 
accomplishment while serving as exceptional role models for everyone throughout our B-U community, but 
particularly our youth; and, 
 
 Whereas, our City now desires to recognize the members, past & present, of our UPSHUR ARTS 
ALLIANCE for their many contributions to our B-U community. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, DAVID W. McCAULEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, pursuant to 
the power & authority duly vested in me, do hereby proclaim the period beginning Friday, April 21 & running through 
Sunday, April 30, 2017 to be ñUPSHUR ARTS ALLIANCE DAYSò throughout our City of Buckhannon.  
 



 
 

 I further urge all of our residents to thank & greet all members of our Cityôs most honored UPSHUR ARTS 
ALLIANCE, along with their families, friends, & all members of our City government family during their most special 
days beginning April 21 & running through April 30, 2017 & to congratulate them on their much appreciated milestone 
35 years of service to our B-U community.   

 
Given under my hand & the official seal of  

The City of Buckhannon, this 20th day of April, 2017 
 

David W. McCauley, Mayor 
 

¶ Artist Ryan Zirk  &  Casey Mills ï Artwork Fire Dept. bay doors 

 
MAYORôS PROCLAMATION

 
 Whereas, Buckhannon & Opportunity House residents RYAN ZIRK & CASEY MILLS recently have 
performed beautiful spring-themed artistry by painting the bay doors at our Cityôs Public Safety Complex all on an 
entirely volunteer basis while being committed to public service & the aesthetic improvement of our community; and,  
 
 Whereas, MR. ZIRK & MR. MILLSô creative work have brought fun, joy, & happiness to the members of our 
first responder agencies & passersby alike; and,  
 
 Whereas, these two young men serve as excellent, positive inspirations & role models for our entire 
community; and,  
 
 Whereas, our B-U community is committed to offering second-chance opportunities while providing forums 
for the featuring of talents such as the extraordinary artistic gifts of RYAN ZIRK & CASEY MILLS; and, 
 
 Whereas, our B-U community appreciates & values the efforts, positive energy, & talents of these two young 
men & wishes to honor, commend, & encourage them in their continued, positive, pubic service mission; and, 
 
 Whereas, our B-U community further commends the administration of Opportunity House of Buckhannon in 
their persistent efforts to create an environment of hope & help for those engaged in recovery.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, DAVID W. McCAULEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, pursuant to 
the power & authority duly vested in me, do hereby proclaim Friday, April 21, 2017 to be ñRYAN ZIRK & CASEY 
MILLSô DAYò throughout our City of Buckhannon.  
 
 I further urge all of our residents to greet our Cityôs honorees, RYAN ZIRK & CASEY MILLS, along with 
their families, friends, & all members of our City government family during their most special day.   

 
Given under my hand & the official seal of  

The City of Buckhannon, this 20th day of April, 2017 
 

David W. McCauley, Mayor 
 

¶ Volunteers ï Trailsô Cleanup Project 

- Nathan Fetty, Joey Baxa, Callie Sams, J.J. Ford, Scott Cread, and John Weber – explanation 
of the volunteer work on evenings and weekends to develop a four-mile mountain bike 
and hiking trail out near B-U High School. 

- Mr. Fetty highlighted this as a good example of promoting outdoor recreation and 
healthy lifestyle in the community. The trail system is getting a lot of use, and he 
thanked those who volunteered in various capacities.  Mr. Fetty emphasized that this 
should be considered just the beginning of many other outdoor recreation possibilities 
in Upshur County. 

- Mr. Cread asked for Council’s support in helping the group acquire additional property, 
and in linking the River Trail to the trail out by the high school.   He pointed out that 
mountain bikers are coming from many surrounding counties to use the marked trails; 
the Upshur County community is set to welcome mountain bikers. 

- Mayor McCauley promised that the City would work hard to locate additional 
appropriate property and provide the rights-of-way. 

- Robbie Skinner mentioned that the Chamber of Commerce is holding a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the trail on June 3. 

 

¶ Earth Day 2017 Proclamation- Sustainability Committee 
 

MUNICIPAL PROCLAMATION FOR EARTH DAY 2017  

 

WHEREAS, humankind is currently facing tremendous global challenges affecting every community, including large-scale 

migration, extreme inequality and poverty, degradation of ecosystems, mass extinction of species, and global climate change; and 

 

WHEREAS, all people of this Earth, no matter their race, gender, income, sexual orientation, or national origin, have a right to a 

healthy environment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the youth of the world are our most valuable resources and represent a source of endless creativity and potential; 

and 

 



 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for citizens of our global community to develop green jobs and to build an innovative and equitable 

green economy to combat the aforementioned global challenges; and 

 

WHEREAS, expanding environmental education and climate literacy is vital to enhance awareness about the environment, 

inform decision-making, and protect future generations; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is understood that sustainability will only be achieved by meeting the needs of the present without compromising 

the needs of future generations; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is more important than ever to act locally and to cooperate internationally ad defend the environmental progress 

that has been heretofore gained; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is essential to expand and diversify the global environmental activism, stewardship commitments, and 

sustainability efforts. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, David McCauley, Mayor of Buckhannon, have the distinct honor of proclaiming April 22, 2017 as 

EARTH DAY  throughout the City of Buckhannon and encourage all of our citizens, businesses, and institutions to use Earth 

Day to celebrate the Earth and promote environmental and climate literacy. 

 

Given under my hand & the official seal of  

The City of Buckhannon, this 20th  day of April, 2016 

 

David W. McCauley, Mayor 

 

¶ Colin Reger - Riverbend Golf Course ï read statement about the recent undertakings at 

Riverbend Golf Course. 

 
New owners at Riverbend Golf Course 

BUCKHANNON ð Early spring weather has golfers itching to get out and hit the links. 

So much so, they are already stopping by Riverbend Golf Course at EvUnBreth to find out what is happening on the 
green. 

And the answer is a lot. 

Riverbend Golf Course has been acquired by Colin Reger and Matt Gower, who are working hard to get golfers to 

tee-off very soon. The business partners are aiming for an April 1 opening but hope to get the golf course itself open 
soon to meet the demand. 

ñAs a resident of Buckhannon, we are concerned about the amenities that the town has,ò Reger said. ñWe saw an 

opportunity to restore an almost historic location for the town, EvUnBreth, and breathe some new life into it, get the 
families coming back out, get the golfers coming back out and playing and creating additional recreational 
opportunities for the residents.ò 

Gower said the first priority is to restore the golf course back to playing conditions. 

ñThere is a 95-year-old member who is ready to come back and play,ò he said. 

Riverbend offers a nine-hole course with alternative tee-offs to play 18 holes. 

ñWe are also looking at the ponds for family fishing days,ò Gower said. ñMaybe even an instructional camp on fishing 
and having our golf pro do lessons.ò 

There is also an existing kayak launch for the Buckhannon River that will also be restored for use. 

Reger said food and drinks will be served out of the Pro Shop. Patrons will find pizza, pepperoni rolls and other 

similar offerings made by Colasessanoôs World Famous Pizza and Pepperoni Buns, which has two locations in 
Fairmont. 

ñDown the road we are planning on providing additional dining options,ò he said. 

The facility will be open for events immediately but there are plans to renovate the banquet and bar area later on. 

In the future Reger and Gower hope Riverbend will become the place to host concerts, childrenôs events and other 

family-friendly activities. 

They are hopeful that community support will help the course survive and thrive. 

ñCommunity involvement will be integral,ò Reger said.  (The Record Delta 2017) 

 



 
 

 
 

¶ Gary Connell – Summary of the first Hillbilly Celebration.  Mr. Connell thanked the many 
who helped, including Buck Edwards, who organized the chili cook-off, the City Works 
Dept., and the CVB. Mr. Connell believed that social media was a successful way to promote 
the event.   The Mayor thanked Gary for his hard work with (ANOTHER!) proclamation and 
honoring him as the 13th recipient of the City Ambassador Award. 

 
MAYORôS PROCLAMATION

 
 Whereas, GARY CONNELL is a proud Buckhannon-Upshur community resident who a number of years 
ago founded Jaws BBQ & currently distributes his excellent, culinary products & offers his food catering services 
throughout the State of West Virginia; and,  
 
 Whereas, MR. CONNELL has long been extremely community minded as evidenced by his decades of 
service as a member of the Board of Directors of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival, including service as President 
of the Festivalôs Board; and, 
 
 Whereas, more recently, GARY CONNELL undertook the organization & execution of the inaugural 
HILLBILLY CELEBRATION which was very positively received by our Buckhannon-Upshur community on Saturday, 
April 8, 2017, & has expressed his commitment to making the Celebration an annual event in Buckhannon building 
upon the success of the first installment of the event; and, 
 
 Whereas, GARY CONNELLôS selfless & outstanding service & contributions to our community is indicative 
of our citizen ownership in and respect for community activities, and represent the very finest example of our high 
quality of life enjoyed by our residents here; and,  
 
 Whereas, our City is very proud of one of its most accomplished citizens who steadfastly epitomizes loyalty, 
dedication, patriotism, & accomplishment while serving as an exceptional role model for everyone throughout our B-U 
community, but particularly our youth; and, 
 
 Whereas, our City now desires to recognize GARY CONNELL for his outstanding contributions to our 
community by bestowing upon him our Cityôs Ambassadorôs award. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, DAVID W. McCAULEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, pursuant to 
the power & authority duly vested in me, do hereby proclaim Saturday, April 22, 2017 to be ñGARY CONNELL DAYò 
throughout our City of Buckhannon.  
 
 To further memorialize MR. CONNELLôS devotion to and affinity for his community, I further now hereby 
bestow upon him, the Buckhannon Ambassador Award, thus being but our Cityôs 13th recipient & honoree of this 
most prestigious honor & award.  Appropriately, I direct the installation of a permanent placard upon the 



 
 

ñAmbassadorôs Benchò on East Main Street in front of our Cityôs Stockert Youth Center to permanently honor MR. 
CONNELL, bearing the inscription & legend- 
 

- - ñTHE AMBASSADORSô BENCH - HONORING THOSE WHO SELFLESSLY DEDICATED THEIR LIVES TO 
THE SERVICE, PROMOTION, & ADVANCEMENT OF BUCKHANNONò - - 

 
 I further urge all of our residents to greet & recognize our Cityôs most honored citizen, GARY CONNELL, 
along with his family, friends & all members of our City government family during his most special day.   

Given under my hand & the official seal of The City of Buckhannon, this 20th day of April, 2017 
 

David W. McCauley, Mayor 

 

 

¶ John Marteney – former City Electrical Inspector – Mr. Marteney served as electrical 
inspector for the last five years. He asked for an explanation as to why his contracted 
services were discontinued in favor of a building code enforcement officer.  
- Mayor McCauley explained that there are several City employees who are qualified and 

Mr. Marteney had asked for additional compensation, so the decision to do the 
inspections in-house seemed more economically feasible.   

- However, Mr. Marteney explained that his fees were not charged to the City, but were a 
pass-through.  He questioned the argument of economic savings with this move to in-
house electrical inspectors.    

- The Mayor thanked Mr. Marteney for his five years of service and stated that he had 
never heard any complaints about his service.  Jerry Arnold also explained that using in-
house electrical inspections by the building code enforcement officer enables the City to 
retain the inspection fees.   

- Mr. Marteney also expressed concern that the permit fee for Community Care was less 
than required by City Ordinance, and that when he brought it to the City’s attention, his 
contract was terminated.   

- Mr. Arnold explained that the discussion of in-house electrical inspections had preceded 
the decision to terminate Mr. Marteney’s contract.  Mr. Arnold also explained that 
Community Care had already paid a large permit fee for remodeling, and the electrical 
inspection fee was reduced to help encourage business investments in the City.  Mr. 
Arnold further explained that Mr. Marteney had stated that he was not comfortable with 
enforcing electrical code, whereas the City’s in-house building code enforcement officer 
regularly visits projects to ensure codes are followed. 

- Mr. Marteney was assured that his services as an electrician were valued in 
Buckhannon. 

 
Department and Board Reports 

1. Public Works Director – Jerry Arnold   
 
- Plus thank you to City Attorney Tom O’Neill for so promptly pulling together the first draft of an 
Updated Building Code Ordinance 

 
Buckhannon City Council  

Public Works Director Report 
April 20, 2017 

Jerry Arnold 

 Director:  

¶ Nothing new to report. 

 Supervisors: 

¶ Nothing new to report. 

Water Department:  

Victoria Hill Water Tank  

¶ Completed services on Stoney Run. 

¶ Re-installed high service pump motor. 

¶ Repaired a valve box on E. Victoria 
 

Sewer Department: 
¶ Nothing new to report. 

  Waste Department:  

¶ April is Make it Shine Month and the Waste Collection Board will be conducting various clean-up and 
recycling activities though out the month. This Saturday is a county customer free day. 
 



 
 

Street Department:  
 

¶ Working on the installation of conduit for water and electric around the soon to be constructed 
sidewalk at Jawbone. 

¶ We relocated 2- trees from Jawbone. 

¶ Completed the Florida and Pinnell Street sidewalks we had commitments under the Sidewalk 
Assistance Program. 

¶ We have received several complaints about the cemetery upkeep. We have 2- full time employees 
working just in the cemetery but they just started two weeks ago.  

 
 Engineering:  
 

¶ Victoria Hill WST site layout and access road 
¶ Freshwater Mussel Survey Bid Package 
¶ FEMA / CRS Community Walkthrough & Inspection 
¶ Update of City’s Annex to the Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan 

¶ Leeson Drive Water and Sanitary Sewer Extensions 
¶ CSX Railroad Waterline Replacement 

 

 
2. Finance Director – Amberle Jenkins  

- Plus request for separate Council meeting to discuss employee health insurance 
increases.  Ms. Jenkins announced that there is a new office employee, April Tenney, 
who will be paid out of Utility Boards’ budgets. 

 
- CJ asked if Ms. Jenkins was familiar with the County’s health insurance program.  It’s a 

self-insurance program, and he wondered if there was a possibility of collaborating with 
the County and participating in the self-insurance plan. 

 
- Dave Thomas encouraged looking at joining in on a self-insurance plan, either with the 

County or, perhaps, the WV Municipal League.  He also pointed that the City is rare in 
providing 100% of the cost of employees’ insurance fees. 

 
- Mr.  Thomas requested that Ms. Jenkins share a report, prior to the July 1 budget 

meeting, on the cost savings that have been occurring through efforts across City 
departments to improve efficiencies.  Mr. Thomas would like this report to be made 
public, so that citizens can be made aware of this positive news. 

 
Amby  Jenkins Council report 4-20-17 

¶ Not much to report, April I have been presenting draft budgets to the enterprise 

fund boards. 

¶ Water Board approximately $2,500,000 budget 

¶ Sanitary Board approximately $2,000,000 budget 

¶ Waste Collection Board approximately $3,000,000 budget 

¶ Consolidated Public Works approximately $150,000 budget 

¶ I am still waiting on rate study information for the Sanitary Board and Waste 

Collection Board. 

¶ Council approved the levy rates on April 18th at the rates allowable without a 

public hearing.  Class 2 rates are 25 cents per hundred.  The library levy is 3 

cents per hundred for Class 2. 

¶ Our insurance agent is still in communication with the health insurance 

provider.  Our policy renews July 1st.   I would like to schedule a special meeting 
to discuss this once we have some final numbers if that is agreeable with 

Council. 

¶ One of our office employees will be moving to the part time mapping position.  I 
advertised to fill one full time office position.  We conducted interviews last 
week and this week.  April Tenney was selected to fill that position in the utility 
department.  She will be paid from the utility funds. 

 



 
 

 
3. City Attorney – Tom O’Neill 

- Under House Bill 2852 from last year, new classes of fireworks were legalized 
throughout the state. However, an article of the Bill states that this does not supersede a 
municipality’s own fireworks ordinance.  Mr. O’Neill believes that the City has the right 
to proscribe the use of fireworks within municipal boundaries, even to the extent of 
prohibiting them entirely. The City’s noise ordinance would also address the use of 
fireworks.  He also suggested connecting this to burn warnings. 

 
- Mr. Thomas suggested looking at other municipalities’ ordinances related to fireworks. 

He is concerned about the effect of prolonged fireworks on pets or individuals with 
PTSD within the dense area of the City.  

 
- Local citizen, Maria Bray, suggested soliciting public opinion to see what citizens are 

willing to support.  She will add it to the agenda for the May 8th Town Hall meeting 
about the Dog Park, to start the discussion. 

 
- Pam Cuppari explained that the City’s fireworks celebration is well publicized, so that 

people have notice, even when the celebration is not on July 4th.  She suggested limiting 
fireworks to within a few days before and after Independence Day, in addition to 
limiting how late in the evening they may be used. 

 
- Mr. O’Neill reminded Council that the City’s noise ordinance already covers some of this.  
- Mary Albaugh suggested publicizing the City’s policy at the places that sell fireworks.  
- Mr. O’Neill will research other ordinances and share with Council at a future meeting. 

 
4. Police Chief  - Matthew Gregory 

–Plus McCauley’s requests for discussion at the first meeting in May about designating an L-
shaped driveway used by the Police Dept. as Wilbur Grubb Way. 
 

The Buckhannon Police Department is proud to offer the 2017 Youth Police Academy! 

The 2017 academy will be open to youth in grades 5-11. 

This five day course will begin June 26th and meet every day through June 30th from 9:00a - 12:00pm. 

Events will include: Evidence processing demonstrations, a mock car accident, a mock crime scene, police equipment demonstrations,  

social media safety, and much more! 

Applications are available at the Buckhannon City Police Department, the Buckhannon-Upshur Middle School office, and the 

 Buckhannon -Upshur High School office, 

All applications must be submitted by June 2 2017. 

Seating is limited and tuition is FREE! 

Questions?  Call 304-472-5723 or email mattgregory@buckhannonpolice.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mattgregory@buckhannonpolice.com


 
 

 

5. Building Code Enforcement Officer – Vincent Smith 
 
- Pam Cuppari asked if Habitat for Humanity could get involved in using vacant property. 
Mayor McCauley suggested inviting representatives from the local Habitat chapter to attend 
a future meeting and discuss this with Council. 
- Ms.  Cuppari also asked about enforcement of fencing around pools for child safety.  

 
To:  Members of City Council  
From:  Vincent Smith, Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer  

Date:  Thursday, April 20, 2017  
RE: Activity report for the months from December 1, 2016 to Apr il 1, 2017  

 

Zoning, Planning and Development:  

            Zoning Board of Appeals    NONE 

Zoning and Building: Routine applications with emphasis on repair, storage buildings, new constriction and 

home additions. 

Activity Report: 

 122 Building Permits Issued    Total Value   $ 3,220,879.00 Fee   $ 24,034.00 Electrical Fee $ 3,098.00                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

             28 Zoning Applications Received 

 27 approved   0 denied  0 appealed  1 pending 

  15   Asbestos Certification Required 

  3    Elevation Certification Required  

   9   Zoning/Flood questions  

Multiple trash/abandoned automobile complaints, animal complaints received and remediated and some ongoing. 

Planning Commission:  

                          The planning commission met on April 18, 2017. 

                          Recommend changes and discussion of the 2020 plan.  

                          The next meeting will be July 17, 2017 @ 7:00 PM. 

Historic Landmark Commission:  

The historic Landmark Commission met on January 23, 2017. 

 Discussed street signage for Historic District. ( design approval )   

                          The next meeting will be July 17, 2017 @ 6:00 PM. 

Housing Enforcement Board:  

 The Housing Enforcement Board met on January 25 2, 2017.  

Discussed letters for storage buildings in floodplain not anchored as per FEMA. Also discussed 

clean-up on residential propertys.  

The next meeting will be April 26, 2017 @ 3:00 PM.  

Zoning Board  of Appeals:  

                           None pending.  

Vacant building registration is down to 18 units non responsive . 



 
 

  
Correspondence & Information 
 

1. Town Hall Meeting Notice - April 24, 2017 at PSC – New Committees to report 
 

Town Hall Meeting Notice of the City Council of Buckhannon for Monday, April 24, 2017 – 6:00pm- located at 
the Public Safety Complex Community & Training Room at Two Friendly Way 

NEW FACILITATIVE COMMITTEE CHARGES: TO REPORT THEIR FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
2. Town Hall Meeting Notice – May 8, 2017 at PSC – Buckhannon’s Dog Park 

 
Town Hall Meeting Notice of the City Council of Buckhannon for Monday, May 8, 2017 – 6:00pm- located at the 
Public Safety Complex Community & Training Room at Two Friendly Way 

CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND & CONTRIBUTE INPUT REGARDING THE PROPOSED 
BUCKHANNON  DOG PARK 

 
3. Notice- Reschedule City Council meetings in May;  May 4th meeting moved to 

Wednesday, May 3 and May 18th meeting moved to Tuesday, May 16th. 
 
Rescheduled Meeting Notice of the City Council of Buckhannon for the Regular Scheduled Meeting Dates in the 
month of May 2017 

¶ The City of Buckhannon City Council meeting date of May 4, 2017 has been rescheduled for Wednesday, May 
3, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Due to conflict with the WV Municipal League Events. 

 
¶ The City of Buckhannon City Council meeting date of May 18, 2017 has been rescheduled for Tuesday, May 

16, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.   Due to conflict with the WV Strawberry Festival Events  
 

 

 Consent Agenda 

¶  Regular meeting 04.06.17 & Special meetings 04.18.17 

¶ Approval of building and wiring permits 

¶ Approval of payment of the bills 
 
Motion Skinner/Albaugh to approve consent agenda; motion passed. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
 
1. Ordinance 416 Home Rule Brunch Bill  - Second of two required readings of ordinance by 

City Attorney Tom O’Neill.  There was no one in attendance who wanted to speak in favor or 
against the Ordinance. Motion Albaugh/Thomas to approve the ordinance.  Second 
reading of Ordinance carried by a vote of six to one. Council Member Cuppari 
dissents; everyone else supports it. 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 416 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON,  
AN ORDINANCE FORMALLY ENACTING THE AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNONôS 

HOME RULE PLAN APPROVED BY THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIAôS HOME RULE BOARD, 

PROVIDING FOR AN EARLIER BEGINNING HOUR FOR SALE OR DISPENSING OF ALCOHOL FOR 

ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION ON SUNDAYS  

 

 WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 39(a) of the Constitution of West Virginia, which Section 39(a) was 

ratified on November 3, 1936, captioned ñHome Rule for Municipalities,ò specifically provides that a 

municipality ñthrough its legally constituted authority, may pass all laws and ordinances relating to its 

municipal affairs: Provided, that any such charter or amendment thereto, and any such law or ordinance 

so adopted, shall be invalid and void if inconsistent or in conflict with this Constitution or the general laws 

of the State then in effect, or thereafter, from time to time enactedò; and, 

 WHEREAS, in 2007, the West Virginia legislature enacted the Municipal Home Rule Pilot 

Program embodied by the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 1, Section 5a of the West Virginia 

Code; and, 

 WHEREAS, effective July 1, 2013, the West Virginia legislature amended the Municipal Home 

Rule Pilot Program to expand the Program to authorize as many as 20 municipalities to participate in the 

expanded pilot program until July 1, 2019; and,  

 WHEREAS, on October 6, 2014, the City of Buckhannon was notified that its Home Rule 

application was approved in all respects by the State of West Virginiaôs Municipal Home Rule Board; and, 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 8, Article 1, Section 5a, paragraph (k) of the West Virginia Code specifically 

provides that ñA municipality participating in the Municipal Home Rule Pilot Program may amend its 

written plan at any timeò, upon compliance with certain public notice and hearing requirements, and the 

submission of an application for amendment to its written plan; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon previously authorized the submission of an 

amendment to the written Home Rule Plan for the City of Buckhannon through Ordinance No. 414, 

enacted by the Council on March 2, 2017, said amendment to change the beginning hour at which non-

intoxicating beer, wine and alcoholic liquor may be sold or dispensed for non-premises consumption on 

Sundays, only within the City of Buckhannon; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon thereafter fully complied with all statutory provisions of 

Chapter 8, Article 1, Section 5a, paragraph (l) of the West Virginia Code with respect to the preparation 

and submission of its application for amendment; and, 

 WHEREAS, the West Virginia Municipal Home Rule Board unanimously approved the Cityôs 

application for amendment to its written Home Rule Plan at its regularly-scheduled meeting held April 3, 

2017; and, 



 
 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon now desires to specifically and formally adopt 

the provision of the said amendment to the Cityôs Home Rule Plan as was approved by the State of West 

Virginiaôs Municipal Home Rule Board. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS:  

ARTICLE I - FINDINGS:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the following 

findings: 

(A) Pursuant to Senate Bill 298, enacted during the 2016 Regular Session of the West Virginia 

Legislature, the Upshur County Commission called an option election for the purpose of public approval 

or disapproval of changing the beginning hour at which the beginning hour at which non-intoxicating beer, 

wine and alcoholic liquor may be sold or dispensed for non-premises consumption on Sundays, said 

option election held during the general election held on November 8, 2016. 

(B) The results of the option election resulted in the narrow defeat of the measure countywide; 

however, the measure passed by a significant margin in the four voting precincts within municipal limits. 

(C) The City of Buckhannon was formally designated by the State of West Virginiaôs Municipal 

Home Rule Board as a ñHome Ruleò municipality on October 6, 2014. 

(D) The Council of the City of Buckhannon elected, through Ordinance No. 414, to place into 

effect the expressed will of the voters of the City of Buckhannon with respect to the aforementioned 

option election through the municipal home rule process, approving the submission of an application for 

amendment to its written Home Rule Plan, which application was approved by the West Virginia 

Municipal Home Rule Board on April 3, 2017; 

(E) The City of Buckhannon as a ñHome Ruleò municipality remains committed to complying with 

all statutory provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Pilot Program Act.  

(F) The City of Buckhannon understands that pursuant to the amendments to the Act as 

effectuated by the Legislature of the State of West Virginia effective June 12, 2015, and specifically 

pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 1, Section 5a(i) of the West Virginia Code that the City of Buckhannon shall 

not at any time pass or enact any ordinance, act, resolution, rule or regulation pursuant to the Home Rule 

Act that is contrary to any of the following:  

 (1) environmental law; 

 (2) bidding on government construction and other contracts; 

 (3) the Freedom of Information Act; 

 (4) the Open Governmental Proceedings Act; 

 (5) wages for construction of public improvements; 



 
 

 (6) the provisions of Chapter 8, Article 1, Section 5a of the West Virginia    

 Code, as amended; 

 (7) the provisions of Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 5a of the West Virginia   

  Code, as amended; 

 (8) the City of Buckhannonôs written Home Rule plan; 

 (9) the Constitutions of either the United States or the State of West    

 Virginia 

 (10) federal law or crimes and punishment 

 (11) Chapters 60A, 61, and 62 of the West Virginia Code or state crimes    

 and punishment; 

 (12) laws governing pensions or retirement plans; 

 (13) laws governing annexation; 

 (14) laws governing taxation; 

 (15) laws governing tax increment financing; 

 (16) laws governing extraction of natural resources; 

 (17) marriage and divorce laws 

 ARTICLE II ï ENABLING PROVISIONS: 

 Within the corporate limits of the City of Buckhannon, on Sundays, the beginning hour at which 

non-intoxicating beer, wine and alcoholic liquor may be sold or dispensed for on-premises consumption is 

10:00 a.m. 

ARTICLE III - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

May 20, 2017. 

FIRST READING: April 6, 2017 

SECOND READING, PASSAGE & ADOPTION: April 20, 2017 

 
 

__________________________________ 
David W. McCauley, Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 I, Susan Aloi, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 416 was lawfully 

ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon during a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on April 20, 2017. 

__________________________________ 
Susan Aloi, City Recorder  



 
 

 

2. Ordinance 417 First Reading of Updated Building Code- State Building Code Adoption  

ORDINANCE NO. 417 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING PRIOR ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

BY PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE BUILDING CODE SET FORTH 
AND DEFINED BY TITLE 87, SERIES 4 OF  

THE CODE OF STATE RULES, AS AMENDED 

 
 

 WHEREAS, West Virginia Code §8-12-13 empowers municipalities to adopt building codes, but 

requires that any code adopted be the state building code as promulgated by the state fire commission; 

and, 

 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon has one year from the promulgation of said state building 

code in which to adopt the same; and, 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon passed and adopted Ordinance No. 377, 

being the City of Buckhannonôs Electrical Inspection and Fire Protection Ordinance, on September 19, 

2013, effective on October 19, 2013; and, 

 WHEREAS, the said Ordinance No. 377 was amended in certain respects by the provisions of 

Ordinance No. 378, including the imposition of a fee structure, effective February 1, 2014; and,  

 WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 398, effective January 16, 2016 placed into effect the 2012 edition of 

the International Property Maintenance Code, making certain amendments thereto and establishing 

further fee structures; and, 

 WHEREAS, the most recent state building code was adopted by the State Fire Commission, 

pursuant to Legislative Rules promulgated by the Fire Marshal under West Virginia Code §29-3-5b, 

effective August 1, 2016; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the 

statutes of the State of West Virginia insofar as matters concerning building codes.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - ADOPTION:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby amends Ordinance Nos. 

377,  378, 398, or any other ordinances previously adopted concerning building codes, by adopting and 

incorporating by reference, as if set out at length herein, for the purposes of safeguarding life and 

property and to ensure the quality of construction of all structures erected, renovated, or removed 

throughout the City, that certain code known as the State Building Code, set forth and defined by 

Legislative Rule Title 87, Series 4 of the West Virginia Code of State Rules, as amended, as promulgated 

by the West Virginia State Fire Marshal pursuant to authority granted in West Virginia Code § 29-3-5b. 

 The standards and requirements as set out and published by the International Code Council, and 

American National Standards Institute, and the National Fire Protection Association, as listed below, and 

as adopted by the State Fire Commission with an effective date of August 1, 2016, shall have the same 

force and effect as if set out verbatim herein: 

(1) International Building Code 2015 (with amendments) 

(2) International Residential Code for One and Two Family Dwellings 2015 (with amendments) 



 
 

(3) International Existing Building Code 2015 (with amendments) 

(4) International Plumbing Code 2015 

(5) International Mechanical Code 2015 

(6) International Fuel Gas Code 2015 (with amendments) 

(7) International Property Maintenance Code 2015 

(8) NFPA 70 / National Electric Code 2014 

(9) ICC / ANSI A 117.1 Standards for Accessibility & Usable Buildings and Facilities 2009 

(10) ANSI / ASHRAE / IESNA Standard 90.1 2007 (for commercial buildings) 

(11) International Energy Conservation Code 2009 (for residential buildings) 

(12) International Swimming Pool and Spa Code 2015 

 ARTICLE II ï SEVERABILITY:  In the event that any provision of this Ordinance is determined to 

be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination 

shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof which are not specifically 

determined to be unconstitutional or invalid. 

 ARTICLE III ï EFFECT UPON CITY ORDINANCE NOS. 377, 378, 398 AND ANY AND ALL 

OTHER ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON PREVIOUSLY ENACTED RESPECTING 

INSPECTIONS, PERMITS OR FEES:  The provisions of Ordinance Nos. 377, 378, 398 and any and all 

other Ordinances of the City of Buckhannon previously adopted are hereby amended only to the extent of 

the provisions of this Ordinance; however, all provisions of previously adopted City ordinances, 

particularly Ordinance Nos. 377, 378, and 398 of the City of Buckhannon, that are not expressly amended 

by this Ordinance, including their imposition of requirements for inspections, permits, and fees payable to 

the City, shall remain in full force and legal effect. 

 ARTICLE IV - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This amendatory provisions of this Ordinance shall be 

deemed effective thirty (30) days following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the 

Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., June 2, 2017. 

 FIRST READING:   April 20, 2017 

 SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:                May 3, 2017 

 
_____________________________ 

David W. McCauley, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 I, Susan Aloi, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 417 was lawfully 

ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said Council 

assembled on May 3, 2017. 
_____________________________ 

Susan Aloi, City Recorder 
 
 

Mr. O’Neill explained that this ordinance is an adoption of the State of West Virginia building code, 
with retaining of City of Buckhannon administrative procedures.  As of August 1, we will have no 

building code unless this is adopted. Motion Albaugh/Rylands; motion passed unanimously. 



 
 

Council Members’ Comments & Announcements: 
  
¶ Mary Albaugh-  She is enjoying serving as committee chair for the City’s Veteran 

Committee; they’ve had their first meeting and included other groups and have lots of good 
ideas to share at the Town Hall meeting next Monday. 

¶ Pam Cuppari – Looking for volunteers to help with the Independence Day celebration; next 
meeting is prior to the Dog Park Town Hall meeting. 

¶ CJ Rylands –  Had a meeting with Nathan Fetty last Thursday talking about the bike trail 
and learned that there is land owned by Arch Coal that separates the new bike trail and the 
River Walk. Mr. Rylands suggested that the City assist with obtaining a right for use.  These 
are the creative class citizens that we are trying to attract and retain, and we need to help 
them succeed in their projects. 

¶ Robbie Skinner -  51st Annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner is next Thursday, April 27. WV 
Chamber of Commerce President, Steve Roberts, will be the speaker. Still some tickets left; 
call the Chamber office. 

¶ Dave Thomas – Concurs with what CJ said about the bike trail. He’s glad there’s something 
for youth to do, and this doesn’t involve a motor so folks can enjoy the peace and quiet.  Also 
appreciated hearing about the new ideas for Riverbend and that it’s attracting young 
people.  

¶ Susan Aloi – Also excited to share the discussions of the Sustainability Committee and the 
Municipal Assessment Committee at Monday’s Town Hall meeting. 

 
Mayor’s Comments and Announcements:  
¶ Shared information about Jean Lee Latham’s birthday and her importance to Buckhannon.  
¶ Ace Mumford Way Dedication – April 28th, time to be announced soon. 
¶ Gray Barker Day and sign dedication – May 2, time to be announced. Gray Barker was an 

author who, at one time, managed the Colonial Theatre downtown. 
¶ May 8th – Dog Park Town Hall meeting 

 
**JEAN LEE LATHAM** 

ON APRIL 19, 1902, IN A HOUSE LOCATED UPON THIS VERY SITE, ONE OF THE MOST ACCOMPLISHED AUTHORS IN THE HISTORY 

OF AMERICAN, CHILDREN’S LITERATURE ENTERED OUR WORLD.  JEAN LEE LATHAM WAS BORN IN BUCKHANNON UNTO 

WINIFRED ETHELDA BROWN LATHAM, AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN IN THE COMMUNITY AS “MISS WINNIE” & GEORGE ROBERT 

LATHAM,II.  SHE WAS THE SECOND OF FOUR CHILDREN.  HER MOTHER WAS A SCHOOLTEACHER & HER FATHER WAS A CABINET 

MAKER. MS. LATHAM GRADUATED FROM BUCKHANNON HIGH SCHOOL & LATER FROM WV WESLEYAN COLLEGE WITH HER 

BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE IN ENGLISH IN 1925.  AS A FRESHMAN IN HIGH SCHOOL, JEAN LEE PRESENTED HER “EVENING OF 

PLAYS” WHICH SHE WROTE, PRODUCED, & APPEARED IN.  WHILE AT WESLEYAN, SHE WROTE PLAYS & OPERATED A LINOTYPE 

MACHINE FOR THE BUCKHANNON DELTA NEWSPAPER.  BEFORE LEAVING BUCKHANNON, MS. LATHAM TAUGHT FOR TWO 

YEARS AT THE UPSHUR COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL, WHILE ALSO SERVING AS A WESLEYAN ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR.  JEAN LEE THEN 

ATTENDED THE ITHACA CONSERVATORY (NOW COLLEGE) COMPLETING HER BACHELOR OF ORAL ENGLISH DEGREE IN 1928 & 

LATER EARNING HER MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE IN 1930 AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY.  WHILE AT ITHACA, SHE TAUGHT ENGLISH, 

HISTORY, & PLAY PRODUCTION. 

FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF HER STUDIES AT CORNELL, MS. LATHAM BEGAN A SIX-YEAR STINT AS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF FOR 

DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY IN CHICAGO.  DURING THIS PERIOD, SHE CONTINUED TO WRITE, PRIMARILY PLAYS & RADIO 

SHOWS, THE RADIO SHOWS INCLUDING THE THEN ACCLAIMED “FIRST NIGHTER,” “SKIPPY HOLLYWOOD THEATRE,” & “GRAND 

CENTRAL STATION.”  UPON DEPARTING DRAMATIC PUBLISHING, SHE PLANNED A CAREER IN FREELANCE PLAY & RADIO 

WRITING, HOWEVER, WORLD WAR II ALTERED HER PROFESSIONAL PATH.  UPON THE UNITED STATES’ ENTRY INTO THE WAR, 

JEAN LEE COMPLETED COURSES IN RADIO MAINTENANCE & REPAIR AT WV INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY.  WITH HER 

KNOWLEDGE OF ELECTRONICS, LATHAM WAS ASSIGNED TO THE U.S. SIGNAL CORPS INSPECTION AGENCY THAT TRAINED 

FEMALE INSPECTORS.  FOR HER WORK, SHE WAS AWARDED THE SILVER WREATH, ONE OF THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN 

DECORATIONS FROM THE U.S. WAR DEPARTMENT.  

IN 1945, MS. LATHAM RESUMED HER FREELANCE CAREER, SHIFTING HER WRITING FOCUS FROM PLAYS TO NARRATIVE WORKS.  

HER BROTHER WHO WORKED FOR “LOOK” MAGAZINE, ADVISED HER THAT THERE WAS GREAT INTEREST IN BIOGRAPHICAL 

WORKS FOR CHILDREN.  IN 1953, AFTER EXTENSIVE RESEARCH, JEAN LEE PUBLISHED HER FIRST CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY “THE 

STORY OF ELI WHITNEY.”  IN 1954, THE BIO ABOUT SAMUEL MORSE, “MEDALS FOR MORSE: ARTIST & INVENTOR,” WAS 

PUBLISHED.  THEN, IN 1955, “CARRY ON, MR. BOWDITCH,” THE STORY OF AMERICAN ASTRONOMER & NAVIGATION EXPERT, 

NATHANIEL BOWDITCH, WAS PUBLISHED EARNING HER 1956’S NEWBERY MEDAL BESTOWED BY THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSN. 

AS THE MOST DISTINQUISHED CONTRIBUTION TO CHILDREN’S LITERATURE IN THE ENTIRE UNITED STATES.  SHE WAS THE FIRST 

& ONLY WEST VIRGINIA AUTHOR TO BE SO HONORED.  

JEAN LEE LATHAM CONTINUED TO WRITE BIOGRAPHIES FOR CHILDREN, EXPLORING SUCH FAMOUS FIGURES AS SAM 

HOUSTON, GEORGE W. GOETHALS, & DAVID FARRAGUT, CHAMPIONING PERSONS WHOSE ROAD TO SUCCESS INCLUDED 

OBSTACLES & SETBACKS.  IN ADDITION TO HER NEWBERY MEDAL, MS. LATHAM ALSO RECEIVED THE BOYS’ CLUB OF AMERICA’S 

JUNIOR BOOK AWARD FOR “TRAIL BLAZER OF THE SEAS” IN 1957.  SHE WAS NAMED DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA’S WOMAN OF 

THE YEAR IN 1961.  SHE WAS ELECTED TO PHI KAPPA PHI AT CORNELL, ZETA PHI ETA AT NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, TO THE 

DELTA KAPPA GAMMA SOCIETY BY THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY FOR WOMEN EDUCATORS, & WVWC BESTOWED UPON HER 

THE HONORARY DOCTOR OF LETTERS.    



 
 

 

MS. LATHAM’S WORKS HAVE BEEN PRAISED FOR BOTH THE SUBJECT MATTER & THE WAY  SHE RELATED HER SUBJECTS TO HER 

YOUNG READERS.  JEAN LEE LATHAM ONCE EXPLAINED TO AN INTERVIEWER THAT SHE HAD THREE REQUIREMENTS FOR A 

DRAMATIC STORY- SIGNIFICANCE, STRUGGLE, & SUSPENSE.  BEFORE SHE CHOSE A CHARACTER, HIS LIFE MUST HAVE OFFERED 

ENOUGH STRUGGLE TO MAKE AN INTERESTING STORY, SUSPENSE-WISE.  THEN SHE BUILT THE STORY TO “BRING HIM BACK 

ALIVE.” 

MS. LATHAM DIED ON JUNE 13, 1995 AT THE AGE OF 93.  HER MANUSCRIPTS ARE HOUSED IN THE KERLAN COLLECTION AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNEAPOLIS.  JEAN LEE LATHAM BEQUEATHED ALL OF HER RIGHTS & ROYALTIES TO HER MANY WORKS TO 

HER BELOVED ALMA MATER, & WVWC CONTINUES TODAY TO ENJOY THE BLESSINGS OF HER CHERISHED WORKS.  THE 

CINEMATIC RIGHTS TO HER “CARRY ON, MR. BOWDITCH,” HAVE BEEN LICENSED TO BILL NYE (THE SCIENCE GUY).    

ON OCTOBER 16, 2009, JEAN LEE LATHAM WAS RECOGNIZED BY HER ALMA MATER BEING JUST THE 13TH RECIPIENT OF 

WESLEYAN’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS HONOR, THE RHODODENDRON AWARD.  EVERY APRIL 19TH, HER ADMIRERS AT HER ALMA 

MATER- GATHER TO CELEBRATE HER BIRTHDAY. 

*DEDICATED BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON & WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE ON THE 115TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF 

JEAN LEE LATHAM – APRIL 19, 2017* 

 
 

Motion Thomas/Skinner to move into Executive Session per Code 6-9A-4 
(Personnel) with no decisions to be made.  Motion Thomas/Skinner to return 
to regular session; motion passed.  
 
Return from Executive Session into regular session at 10:28pm. No decisions 
were made during Executive Session.  
 
Motion Thomas/Albaugh for Adjournment – With no further business to be 
conducted, meeting adjourned at 10:29 p.m.       
 
Mayor David McCauley     _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City Recorder Susan Aloi  ___________________________________________________________ 
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	Call to Order
	 Moment of Silence for the latest terrorism victims in France, followed by Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America.
	 Mayor’s Greetings

	Recognized Guests
	 B-U Lady Buc Basketball Team – Proclamation
	- Nathan Fetty, Joey Baxa, Callie Sams, J.J. Ford, Scott Cread, and John Weber – explanation of the volunteer work on evenings and weekends to develop a four-mile mountain bike and hiking trail out near B-U High School.
	- Mr. Fetty highlighted this as a good example of promoting outdoor recreation and healthy lifestyle in the community. The trail system is getting a lot of use, and he thanked those who volunteered in various capacities.  Mr. Fetty emphasized that thi...
	- Mr. Cread asked for Council’s support in helping the group acquire additional property, and in linking the River Trail to the trail out by the high school.   He pointed out that mountain bikers are coming from many surrounding counties to use the ma...
	- Mayor McCauley promised that the City would work hard to locate additional appropriate property and provide the rights-of-way.
	- Robbie Skinner mentioned that the Chamber of Commerce is holding a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the trail on June 3.
	 Earth Day 2017 Proclamation- Sustainability Committee
	 Gary Connell – Summary of the first Hillbilly Celebration.  Mr. Connell thanked the many who helped, including Buck Edwards, who organized the chili cook-off, the City Works Dept., and the CVB. Mr. Connell believed that social media was a successful...
	 John Marteney – former City Electrical Inspector – Mr. Marteney served as electrical inspector for the last five years. He asked for an explanation as to why his contracted services were discontinued in favor of a building code enforcement officer.
	- Mayor McCauley explained that there are several City employees who are qualified and Mr. Marteney had asked for additional compensation, so the decision to do the inspections in-house seemed more economically feasible.
	- However, Mr. Marteney explained that his fees were not charged to the City, but were a pass-through.  He questioned the argument of economic savings with this move to in-house electrical inspectors.
	- The Mayor thanked Mr. Marteney for his five years of service and stated that he had never heard any complaints about his service.  Jerry Arnold also explained that using in-house electrical inspections by the building code enforcement officer enable...
	- Mr. Marteney also expressed concern that the permit fee for Community Care was less than required by City Ordinance, and that when he brought it to the City’s attention, his contract was terminated.
	- Mr. Arnold explained that the discussion of in-house electrical inspections had preceded the decision to terminate Mr. Marteney’s contract.  Mr. Arnold also explained that Community Care had already paid a large permit fee for remodeling, and the el...
	- Mr. Marteney was assured that his services as an electrician were valued in Buckhannon.
	Department and Board Reports
	1. Public Works Director – Jerry Arnold
	2. Finance Director – Amberle Jenkins
	- Plus request for separate Council meeting to discuss employee health insurance increases.  Ms. Jenkins announced that there is a new office employee, April Tenney, who will be paid out of Utility Boards’ budgets.
	- CJ asked if Ms. Jenkins was familiar with the County’s health insurance program.  It’s a self-insurance program, and he wondered if there was a possibility of collaborating with the County and participating in the self-insurance plan.
	- Dave Thomas encouraged looking at joining in on a self-insurance plan, either with the County or, perhaps, the WV Municipal League.  He also pointed that the City is rare in providing 100% of the cost of employees’ insurance fees.
	- Mr.  Thomas requested that Ms. Jenkins share a report, prior to the July 1 budget meeting, on the cost savings that have been occurring through efforts across City departments to improve efficiencies.  Mr. Thomas would like this report to be made pu...
	 One of our office employees will be moving to the part time mapping position.  I advertised to fill one full time office position.  We conducted interviews last week and this week.  April Tenney was selected to fill that position in the utility depa...
	3. City Attorney – Tom O’Neill
	- Under House Bill 2852 from last year, new classes of fireworks were legalized throughout the state. However, an article of the Bill states that this does not supersede a municipality’s own fireworks ordinance.  Mr. O’Neill believes that the City has...
	- Mr. Thomas suggested looking at other municipalities’ ordinances related to fireworks. He is concerned about the effect of prolonged fireworks on pets or individuals with PTSD within the dense area of the City.
	- Local citizen, Maria Bray, suggested soliciting public opinion to see what citizens are willing to support.  She will add it to the agenda for the May 8th Town Hall meeting about the Dog Park, to start the discussion.
	- Pam Cuppari explained that the City’s fireworks celebration is well publicized, so that people have notice, even when the celebration is not on July 4th.  She suggested limiting fireworks to within a few days before and after Independence Day, in ad...
	- Mr. O’Neill reminded Council that the City’s noise ordinance already covers some of this.
	- Mary Albaugh suggested publicizing the City’s policy at the places that sell fireworks.
	- Mr. O’Neill will research other ordinances and share with Council at a future meeting.
	4. Police Chief  - Matthew Gregory
	–Plus McCauley’s requests for discussion at the first meeting in May about designating an L-shaped driveway used by the Police Dept. as Wilbur Grubb Way.
	5. Building Code Enforcement Officer – Vincent Smith
	- Pam Cuppari asked if Habitat for Humanity could get involved in using vacant property.
	Mayor McCauley suggested inviting representatives from the local Habitat chapter to attend a future meeting and discuss this with Council.
	- Ms.  Cuppari also asked about enforcement of fencing around pools for child safety.
	Correspondence & Information
	1. Town Hall Meeting Notice - April 24, 2017 at PSC – New Committees to report
	NEW FACILITATIVE COMMITTEE CHARGES: TO REPORT THEIR FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS
	2. Town Hall Meeting Notice – May 8, 2017 at PSC – Buckhannon’s Dog Park
	CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND & CONTRIBUTE INPUT REGARDING THE PROPOSED
	BUCKHANNON  DOG PARK
	3. Notice- Reschedule City Council meetings in May;  May 4th meeting moved to Wednesday, May 3 and May 18th meeting moved to Tuesday, May 16th.
	 The City of Buckhannon City Council meeting date of May 4, 2017 has been rescheduled for Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Due to conflict with the WV Municipal League Events.
	 The City of Buckhannon City Council meeting date of May 18, 2017 has been rescheduled for Tuesday, May 16, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.   Due to conflict with the WV Strawberry Festival Events
	 Approval of payment of the bills
	Motion Skinner/Albaugh to approve consent agenda; motion passed.
	Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote
	1. Ordinance 416 Home Rule Brunch Bill  - Second of two required readings of ordinance by City Attorney Tom O’Neill.  There was no one in attendance who wanted to speak in favor or against the Ordinance. Motion Albaugh/Thomas to approve the ordinance....
	Council Members’ Comments & Announcements:
	 Mary Albaugh-  She is enjoying serving as committee chair for the City’s Veteran Committee; they’ve had their first meeting and included other groups and have lots of good ideas to share at the Town Hall meeting next Monday.
	 Pam Cuppari – Looking for volunteers to help with the Independence Day celebration; next meeting is prior to the Dog Park Town Hall meeting.
	 CJ Rylands –  Had a meeting with Nathan Fetty last Thursday talking about the bike trail and learned that there is land owned by Arch Coal that separates the new bike trail and the River Walk. Mr. Rylands suggested that the City assist with obtainin...
	 Susan Aloi – Also excited to share the discussions of the Sustainability Committee and the Municipal Assessment Committee at Monday’s Town Hall meeting.
	Mayor’s Comments and Announcements:
	 Shared information about Jean Lee Latham’s birthday and her importance to Buckhannon.
	 Ace Mumford Way Dedication – April 28th, time to be announced soon.
	 Gray Barker Day and sign dedication – May 2, time to be announced. Gray Barker was an author who, at one time, managed the Colonial Theatre downtown.
	 May 8th – Dog Park Town Hall meeting

	Motion Thomas/Skinner to move into Executive Session per Code 6-9A-4 (Personnel) with no decisions to be made.  Motion Thomas/Skinner to return to regular session; motion passed.
	Return from Executive Session into regular session at 10:28pm. No decisions were made during Executive Session.
	Motion Thomas/Albaugh for Adjournment – With no further business to be conducted, meeting adjourned at 10:29 p.m.

