
    STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Sanitary Board was held August 18, 2016 at 4:00 pm.  The 

following persons were present: 

Mayor                                   David McCauley   Present 
City Recorder    Richard Edwards  Absent 
Acting City Administrator  Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Board Member                      Gene Frye                                        Present 
Board Member                      Phil Loftis                                        Present 
City Engineer                          Sam Ludlow                                    Present  
Sanitary Supervisor   Erasmo Rizo   Present 
 
Meeting Agenda Posted 08-15-16 
 
City of Buckhannon Sanitary Board – 4:00 pm in Council Chambers  Meeting Agenda for Thursday 
August 18, 2016 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
B. RECOGNIZE GUESTS 
 
C.   CONSENT AGENDA 

 C.1      Approval of Minutes – July 21, 2016 Sanitary Board Meeting 
 C.2 Financial Report  

 
D.     DEPARTMENT REPORT- Erasmo Rizo 

D.1 WESTON ROAD SEWER EXTENSION  - Clearing on RR-Grade Complete  

D.2 TENNERTON FLOW METERS – Installed 

D.3 EMERGENCY POWER – Application submitted-Monitor Status 

D.4 CLARIFIER PAINTING – In house, Purchasing supplies and Equipment 

D.5 VEHICLES    

1. Ras vehicle – Prices, specifications 
2. Rubber tired hoe – Finance options 
 

D.6 COLLECTION SYSTEM  

 COMPLETED PORJECTS: 

1. Lynn St – MH repair complete  
2. Southern States - Tap Complete 
3. Pinnell St.-Connection fix/Teo Biser-Complete 
4. West Lincoln-Connection fix/Dennis Willet-Complete 
5. Brushy Fork/Craig Phillips, Sewer Extension Complete 

 

  PLANNIING PROJECTS,/Storm Sewer and Sanitary Sewer work-List: 

1. Renny Hall – Boggess St, Storm and sanitary sewer 
2. Randolph St.-Register-In progress-Stormwater replacement and sewer repair 
3. Latham/Lightburn- Sewer replacement 

 

MULTIPLE STORWATER COMPLAINTS 

D.7 PLANT 

1. Tests 
2. Toxicity samples   
3. Control bldg. heating system – Ready for installation scheduled in October 
 

D.8  I&I Report 
 

E.     Correspondence 
                  1.   Sewer Adjustments on Pool Fills 
 
F.      Strategic Issues for discussion and vote 
       1.   Service Line Warranties 2016 Fall Campaign 
  
G.      Board Members Comments and Announcements 

       
H.      Mayor’s Comments and Announcements 
                    1. The Sanitary Board Meeting on September 15 will be held at the Sanitary Plant at 3 pm 
I.        Adjournment 

                                                                                                                                 

POSTED 08-15-2016 

 

 



 

Mayor McCauley called the meeting to order. 

 

Minutes: 

Motion Frye/Loftis to approve the minutes of the meeting held July 21, 2016.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Financial Report:  Mrs. Jenkins presented the following: 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

The billings for the rate increase will begin the first week of September. Balances will begin to 

improve after that.  She has talked with Mr. Rizo and asked that any purchases that can be delayed, 

wait until the accounts are more stabilized.  Loan payments, the Brushy Fork surcharge and rent 

due to General Fund were paid in May and June.  There were three payrolls in July and 2 bond 

payments were made.  The Sanitary Board owes $65,000 to General Fund (re: the loan from the 

Brook Street project).  

 

Department Reports: 

Mr. Rizo and Mr. Ludlow reported on the following items: 

 Weston Road Sewer Extension – the right of way has been cleared behind JF Allen and the 

gas company. A chipper was borrowed from the waste department to help in this task. 

 Tennerton Flow Meters – The meters were installed about one week ago. A sample of the 

chart showing the flow in the past week was presented.   The weather has been dry the past 

week and that is indicated on the chart.  Board members discussed the chart data and how 

to evaluate it. 

 Emergency Power- The application has been submitted.  If approved, a 200 kw generator 

will be replaced with a 600 kw generator.  To keep turnover of the fuel, the department is 

considering a multiuse fuel tank in which fuel for other equipment will be used.  Fuel that 

sets in tanks for long periods of time tends to gel.   

 Clarifier Painting – This work can be done in-house.  By doing the work in-house will save 

over $100,000.   The materials and equipment to begin this project will cost about $11,000.  

One piece of equipment, the sand blaster cost is $8462.  The board discussed how to fund 

this project.  The work needs to begin before bad weather starts setting in.  Mr. Rizo stated 

that they have delayed purchase of the HVAC, knowing this equipment is needed.  Mrs. 



Jenkins cautioned against asking General Fund for a loan. Perhaps the bank that is prepared 

to loan for the backhoe would consider an addition for this equipment.  The Board members 

discussed the loan or possible line of credit.  Progressive Bank quoted the following rates. 

       3 yr – 3.65%; 4 yr 3.75%; 5 yr 3.85% 

 

The Board continued to discuss purchase of the following items: 

 

 Vehicle and Equipment:   

1. Ford Explorer at a rate of 1.6% from Jenkins Ford – The Board authorized purchase of this 

at the last meeting.  

2. Used Caterpillar Backhoe for $27,000.00 

3. Dustless Blaster Package $8,462.00 

 

 
 

Motion Loftis/Frye to authorize Mrs. Jenkins to negotiate funding options with the financial 

institution (Progressive Bank), either a loan or $50,000 line of credit to purchase the 

backhoe and dustless blaster.  Motion carried. 

 

(Note: Mrs. Jenkins discussed the matter the next day with Progressive Bank.   

The interest rate is higher for line of credit and at some point the auditors will require an 

amortization schedule on the separate pieces of equipment.  This will be more difficult with a line of 

credit.  A loan in the amount of $35,462.00 for both pieces of equipment will be financed for 4 years 

at 3.75% with Progressive Bank. Mayor McCauley will sign the loan documents and Mrs. Jenkins 

will attest.  

 

Collection System Completed Projects: 

 

 Lynn Street – The manhole collapsed and has been repaired 

 Southern States – Tap/extension was completed.  Southern States paid for the materials on 

this project.  It was in a low lying area. 

 Pinnell Street – Frequent problems occurred in this area (Ted Biser).  There was a break. 

The connection was repaired. 

 West Lincoln – This was another area of frequent problems (Dennis Willet), which has 

been repaired. 

 Brushy Fork / Craig Phillips – This main line extension was partially on their property.  

The owner will pay for the materials of this job.  

 



 

 

Planned Projects – Storm sewer and sanitary sewer work list: 

 

 Renny Hall – Boggess Street storm and sanitary sewer 

 Randolph Street – Register property in progress.  This is a storm water replacement and 

sewer repair.  Mr. Ludlow and Mr. Rizo obtained a right of way from the Registers for this 

project.  Mr. Rizo explained that some of the line was incased in concrete.  This is a difficult 

job. 

 Latham/Lightburn Street sewer replacement. Plans are to start work here tomorrow. 

 

Multiple Storm Water Complaints: 

 

 The Board and staff discussed the various problems, with storm sewers.  No one 

department is responsible for them however, the Sanitary Department has done work on 

them and receives complaints.  Work is done on a contracted basis with General Fund.  They 

all agreed that there should be a comprehensive way to address these.   Storm sewer has 

been discussed in the past, but Mayor McCauley explained that there are several new 

council members and this subject should be explained to them.  He recommended that a 

presentation be provided at one of the November Council meetings.  Mr. Rizo gave examples 

of unmaintained inlets and storm lines.  Mayor McCauley stated that it is time to begin 

discussions to establish a storm sewer combination and investigation of a revenue stream 

for this.  Some larger communities already have established MS4 communities. 

 

Plant: 

 

 Tests- The results are good. 

 



 
 Toxicity samples  

 
 

 Control building heating system.  This will be ready for installation scheduled in October.  

 

I&I report:  

The following was submitted and explained by Mr. Ludlow.  He commented on the positive impact 

that has been made on overflows. 

 

CITY of BUCKHANNON 

NPDES Permit No WV0032336 -  7/1/12 

Section F - Combined Sewer System Overflows 

Requirement #6, Reporting Requirements 

To: WV DEP 
      Division of Water and Waste Management 
 601  57

th
 Street, SE 

Charleston, WV 25304 



 
       Attn: Engineering Section 
Report #1  Report Period:  First Half 2016 

From: Buckhannon Sewer Department 
 Erasmo Rizo, Superintendent 
 Sam Ludlow, CSO Coordinator 
 

 During the last report period a major project was begun on West Victoria Street.  This area has been 

the source of several different customer sewer complaints, was haphazardly constructed by developers, and 

included a collector sewer in a ditchline that clearly was taking extraneous flow.  Flow observation and TV 

inspection prior to initiation of this project showed high flow coming from this line, confirming our earlier 

assessments.  West Victoria Street is on a steep hillside, and there have also been continual drainage issues 

at this location.  Part of the current project was to make improvements to the storm sewer system as well as 

the to the sanitary sewers.  Initial work during the last report period included 190 feet of sanitary sewer 

which would allow us to redirect the sanitary flow in a more appropriate direction, and 110 feet of storm 

sewer with the same purpose.  Because of the difficult construction and traffic control conditions, the project 

was shut down during the winter, but was started again in late March.  The Sewer Department continued to 

lay new storm and sanitary sewer along the roadside, up the hill, and all customers were reconnected to the 

new sanitary.  Another collector sewer along Blanch Street was also upgraded and the customers were 

reconnected.  One house had to be replumbed in order to allow it to be reconnected.  Work on this project 

included the following items. 

 410’ – 10” HDPE storm sewer 

 105’ – 12” HDPE storm sewer 

 6 ea – drop inlets 

 1 ea – pipe entrance wingwall 

 190’ – 8” sanitary sewer 

 590’ – 6” sanitary sewer 

 4 ea – manholes 

 3 ea – mainline CO 

 10 ea – customer reconnection including service pipe & Cos 
 

This project will eliminate a major source of customer complaints and the resulting Sewer Department 

response effort, and will have a major impact on extraneous flow. 

 Also discussed in the past couple of reports, was an issue with service on Spring Street near i ts 

intersection with Main Street.  During street repair of a sink hole caused by a breakdown of an old, 

abandoned sewer, we had learned of two locations which were still discharging into the abandoned sewer.  

One of these was the Kanawha Lounge which was reconnected to an active sanitary sewer during the past 

report period.  The second was Spring Street which was addressed this report period.  The investigation done 

in preparation for construction showed this situation to be more extensive than originally e xpected, and was 

further complicated by a major 18” diameter water line running parallel to the sewer and heavy traffic near 

the local post office.  Work on the project did proceed and was completed by the end of this period.  

Upgraded service was provided to the post office and two buildings and a lot facing Main Street.  This work 

corrected a serious issue with the sewage discharge from these locations, and was done in a manner to 

minimize opportunity for extraneous flow.  Work activities included the fol lowing. 

 340’ – 8” sewer 

 90’ – 6” sewer 

 1 ea – manhole 

 3 ea – CO 

 4 ea – customer reconnection 
One sewer extension was completed during this report period.  An expected continuation by Lanny Doerr 

at his development along Phillips Dairy Road, required a short sewer extension.  Work done by Sewer 

Department crews in a manner to minimize extraneous flow included 320 feet of 8” sewer, 70 feet of 6” 

sewer, one manhole, and one CO. 

A couple of small sewer upgrade projects were done as a result of repeated customer  complaints.  The 

first of these was initiated by the service to 191 South Florida Street (Russ Warner), but also involved 98½ 

Randolph Street.  A new connection was made to the collector sewer in South Florida Street and a new sewer 

was run near a property line about 90 feet to reach the property on Randolph Street.  A CO was installed at 

the end of the line and both properties were reconnected to the new sewer.  Service could be provided to 98 



South Florida Street as well, if there would be need.  Exposure of the collector sewer along South Florida 

Street revealed that it was also in poor condition.  It is an old, clay tile line with poor alignment and 

deteriorated pipe conditions.  This work eliminated a source of repeated customer complaints, removed old , 

poor condition service lines, and provided valuable information about a main line sewer that needs to be 

upgraded in the future. 

A similar scope project occurred on West Lincoln Street.  We had received numerous complaints from 39 

West Lincoln Street and had made considerable effort to address the problem.  The collector sewer serving 

this house had very poor access, ran across two other properties, and was obstructed by large trees, 

outbuildings and a neighboring house.  Two other houses had been redirected to another sewer to help 

relieve pressure on this line, but without sufficient benefit.  A complete reconfiguration was undertaken, with 

a new sewer constructed between #39 and #37 to pick up those houses and take them out into Lincoln Street 

rather than go diagonally across their backyards and on to Henry Street.  #35 West Lincoln borders on Henry 

Street and was redone to go directly into the sewer on Henry Street.  That only left one house facing on 

Henry Street on the old sewer.  The old sewer was plugged and sealed just upstream of that house.  Again 

this project eliminated a serious trouble spot with repeated customer complaints and allowed us to abandon 

a considerable amount of old sewer which was undoubtedly contributing extraneous flow.  

Several other individual customer service issues required upgrades to improve service and get rid of 

old, poor condition sewers.  One of these was at 5 Pinnell Street.  A gas line had penetrated the sewer service 

line causing repeated customer complaints.  A new tap was made a few feet upstream, the service line was 

reconnected, and the old line was plugged.  The pipe damaged by the gas line would certainly have been a 

source of extraneous flow as well as causing poor service to the customer.   

Another service line was replaced at 144 Wood Street.  The old service was a clay line that reached 

all the way across Wood Street. The old pipe was in poor condition and we were getting regular complaints 

from the customer.  We had recently replaced the service line for the neighboring house, #146.  Soil 

conditions in this area are generally wet and unstable, so any pipe defects are likely to result in extraneous 

flow. 

 Another problem service line that was addressed was at the Triangle Service Station at the 

intersection of Locust Street and Kanawha Street.  It is currently an automobile service center and only had 

bathroom facilities, but they routinely backed up during high water conditions.  Their sewer service line was 

along a very busy street which has been the location of major sewer and drainage projects.  Exactly where 

they connected to the public sewer was not clear.  Several years ago, we had left a new tap for this property, 

and during this report period, we relocated their service line around the shop to discharge i nto the new tap. 

The old line was plugged and abandoned. This was an important improvement, not only to improve service to 

the customer, but also to clarify the location of the service connection.  

In another situation at 7 Sycamore Street, questions about the performance of their service line 

caused us to install a cleanout at the property line.  Some issue continued to arise, and the cleanout allowed 

us to verify that some of the problem was on the Sewer Department system.  We installed new pipe to the 

collector sewer.  If further problems occur, it will be the responsibility of the property owner which can be 

verified by the observation at the cleanout.   

Finally, a sinkhole behind 39 South Florida Street revealed a bad tap and broken pipe on an old clay 

sanitary sewer.  A piece of PVC pipe was used to repair the sewer and a new tap was made for the customer.  

This repair and new service connection relieved the customer’s problem, removed a clear source of 

extraneous flow, and provided us with valuable information about the sewer system. 

Another repair, identified as a result of customer concerns at 34 Island Avenue (Dr Downer), was 

made at the intersection of a storm sewer and sanitary sewer.  There was a concrete storm drain crossing old 

Rt 33 (old Elkins Road).  Apparently that storm drain had been extended with HDPE pipe at some point.  The 

extension went across and above a 10” clay sanitary sewer.  The top of the clay sanitary sewer had been 

broken out during construction of the storm sewer extension.  Eventually the sanitary sewer had plugged as a 

result of soil entering the broken pipe.  We replaced 20 feet of the clay sanitary sewer with PVC and 

stabilized the storm sewer.  This repair restored service and eliminated a source of extraneous flow.  

Investigation and preparation for another project was prompted by a complaint at 25 Boggess Street 

(Renny Hall).  The owner had renewed his service line several months earlier and had issues with water in his 

yard.  After considerable search, we found that a neighboring house had two service connections, and one of 

them wound around 25 Boggess, tied into the service line to that house, and went on to the collector sewer.  

It is an extremely bizarre arrangement. The owner had disconnected this line when he upgrade d his own 



service line.  A temporary reconnection was made in the yard at #25, but we continued to investigate and 

found that the collector sewer carries considerable extraneous flow.  The best solution is to replace the 

collector sewer so that a direct connection can be made for the neighbor house as well as for #25.  It will be a 

project for a future report period. 

Work is planned for the near future as a result of a customer complaint on 210 Randolph Street, 

about sewage odors coming from a storm sewer drop inlet.  We TV inspected the storm sewer while dyeing 

the sanitary sewer and could see the dye entering the storm sewer.  Apparently, there are both storm and 

sanitary pipe failures at their intersection.  We had planned a storm sewer upgrade at 209 Ran dolph 

(Regester) since partial completion of a project immediately upstream in 2001.  Negotiation with Regester 

appears to have provided the necessary ROW for the storm sewer upgrade which will also allow repair of the 

sanitary sewer at the pipe crossing.  This is a very important repair/ upgrade to prevent sewage from leaking 

into a storm sewer and to eliminate a source of extraneous flow. 

Major plant work included completion of the emergency effluent pump replacement and upgrade.  

Most of that work was completed during the previous report period, but several items remaining to complete 

the installation were accomplished and the pumps were put into service early this report period.  These 

pumps do not run on a regular basis, but when river flow is very high, and gravity discharge from the plant 

will not work, these pumps are essential to avoid serious damage to plant equipment.  Having three pumps, 

rather than two, provides back up reliability in case there is an equipment failure.  Otherwise, plant 

maintenance crew work was focused on routine plant operating equipment, vehicle, and construction 

equipment maintenance and repair. 

By letter dated March 15, 2016, Buckhannon Sewer Department did receive NPDES Permit 

modification #4 which changed the oxygen demand parameters of DO, BOD, and ammonia nitrogen in our 

permit.  These parameters had been a matter of contention since the permit was issued in May 2012 and had 

been the subject of an Appeal by Buckhannon.  With this modification, all of the issues with the p ermit have 

been resolved. 

In another administrative matter, Sewer Department Superintendent, Tim Rock, announced his 

retirement effective the end of June.  Considerable effort was made to find a candidate to be superintendent 

who would have engineering, construction, and management capabilities adequate, not only to operate the 

plant and collection system, but also to continue the department’s program of continuous upgrade and 

improvement projects for the plant and collection system.  Erasmo Rizo was select ed as the new 

Superintendent, and he began work in early May. 

River sampling at five sampling points to test for fecal coliform and DO was continued during this 

report period.  Results are shown in the attached table, labeled WATER QUALITY TESTING.  Most t ests were 

done when river flow was at a moderate level.  Most fecal counts were fairly low.  The test done on April 12, 

had a river gauge height of 9.4 feet which is fairly high.  There had been no rain during the previous three 

days and no CSO overflow, but conditions were clearly wet.  Some of the highest fecal readings occurred on 

that date, but were not the result of overflows.  The only test done when there were overflows was on May 

23.  Test results were low at all sampling points on that day.  Intermittent but severe storms occurred in early 

to mid June.  Samples were collected on two days during this period and had moderately high results at some 

location.  There were no CSO overflows affecting these results. DO readings were mostly fairly high and 

seemed to be ambient temperature driven with some less than 6 mg/ l reading during hot weather in June.  

Again, they were not affected by CSO overflows.    

CSO discharge is monitored with float activated hour meters at each of the four overflow points.  A 

copy of the overflow records for the first half of 2016 is shown on the attached table labeled 2016 

OVERFLOW SUMMARY WITH QUANTITY.  Except for two incidents in February, when significant snow cover 

melt occurred during rainfall, there were no extended overflow events.  Even with the very severe rainfall 

events during June, overflows that did occur were limited in their duration.  We continue to believe that we 

are making significant progress in accordance with our Long Term Control Plan, and that there are overflows 

now only when there is a fairly severe rainfall event or snow melt.  There were no dry weather overflows 

during this period.  



 

 
 

Correspondence: 

 

 Sewer Adjustments on Pool Fills: 

Mrs. Jenkins wanted the Board Members to be aware that adjustments for pool fills have been given 

for many years.  However, she has learned from random conversation and then checking with the 

Public Service Commission that the Sanitary Board is not required to give a pool adjustment.  The 

PSC stated that if adjustments are made now, then it is a courtesy, however, the rates that are 

studied include all consumption which includes pool fills.  In essence all customers are paying for 



the pool fills.  Mrs. Jenkins will revisit this topic again in the next few months to determine if the 

board wants to continue this practice.  Customers will need to be notified if pool adjustments will 

no longer be given. 

 
Filing of Tariff –Pubic Service Commission of  WV-Re: ORDINANCE NO. 2016-003 OF THE 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE: 
(1) AMENDING, MODIFYING AND RE-ENACTING ARTICLE 917 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, UPSHUR COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA; AND (2) SPECIFICALLY 
ESTABLISHING NEW SEWER RATES AND CHARGES FOR SANITARY SEWAGE COLLECTION AND 

DISPOSAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE SANITARY BOARD OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Strategic Issues: 

 

 Service Line Warranties 2016 Fall Campaign: 

Mrs. Jenkins reported that this company offers a service and is endorsed by the National League of 

Cities and the WV Municipal League of Cities.  Information was submitted that was included from a 

2009 Water Board meeting.   This group is similar to the phone line repair service that some people 

purchase only this is for sewer lines. 

 

Mrs. Jenkins stated that the Water Board approved the project in 2009, but was not certain if the 

Sanitary Board ever did approve it.  One problem that they run into is the heading of the letter that 

is submitted to customers.  Customers get confused whether the letter is from the City or Service 

Lines.  She had a conversation with SLW and they revised the heading, but feels the Board needs to 

approve this project. 

 

The Board discussed the matter and would like a representative to attend the Sanitary Board 

meeting to explain their service. 

 



 
 

Comments – Board Members: 

 None 

 

Comments – Mayor/Chairman: 

 

 The next Sanitary Board meeting will be held at the Sewer Plant September 15, 2016 

at 3:00 pm. 

 

There being no further business to be transacted, meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 

 

Mayor David McCauley                           _________________________________________________ 

 

Assistant Recorder Amberle Jenkins  __________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


