
        STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Water Board was held at the Water Plant on Wood Street on 

September 8, 2016 at 4:00 p.m.  The staff gave a tour of the facility prior to this at 3:00 p.m. 

David McCauley  Mayor      Present 
Amberle Jenkins                            Assistant City Recorder                             Present 
Robbie Skinner                       Board Member                                Present 
Harley Brown                            Board Member                                       Present  
David Thomas   Board Member    Present via telephony 
Michael Livesay  Board Member    Present  
Kelly Arnold                               Line Superintendent                                   Present 
Tom Landis                              Plant Superintendent                        Present 
Jerry Arnold   Future Director of Public Works  Present 
Jay Hollen                                  City Engineer                                           Present 
Katie Minsker   Record Delta Newspaper  Present 

The following employees and guests were also present: Jerry Wamsley, Tom Davis, Tom Rolenson, 

Russell Robinson, Vance Funk and Jerry Myers.   Randy Blankenship and Mike Johnson of Chapman 

Technical Group. 

Meeting Agenda Posted 09-02-2016 

City of Buckhannon Water Board – 3:00 pm at Water Plant for Tour  & 4:00 pm Water 
Board Meeting in the Blue Building  Meeting Agenda for Thursday September 8, 2016 

A. Call to Order 
A.1 Moment of Silence  
A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 

 
B. Recognized Guests 

B.1     ECOVA – Cambridge Heights (remove late fee) 
B.2     John & Lori Ward – 23 Gum Street/billing adjustment (?) 

       B.3     Chapman Technical – Mike Johnson  
   

C. Finance Report 
  C.1      August 2016 (Amby) 
 
D.     Department Reports- Kelly Arnold/Tom Landis/Jay Hollen 
       D.1     Compac Backhoe (Kelly)  
  D.2     Shoring(Kelly) 
  D.3     Temporary Help (Kelly) 
  D.4     Line Crew Report (Kelly) 
  D.5     Water Plant/Chemical Cost Report (Tom) 
  D.6     WTP Phase 1 Project Report (Jay/Tom/CTG) 
  D.7     SCADA Project Report (Jay/Kelly/Tom/CTG) 
 D.8     Sludge Pump Project Report (Jay/Tom/CTG 

E.     Correspondence 
  E.1 Cover Letter from 2016 Sanitary Survey   
 
F.     Consent Agenda 

 F.1      Approval of Minutes – August 11, 2016 Water Board Meeting  
              

G.      Strategic Issues for discussion and vote 
         G.1   Fire Flow Meters @ River Place Apartments & BUHS     
         G.2   Recommendation for .50 cents per hour increase for all hourly employees effective Oct.  1, 2016    
H.      Board Members Comments and Announcements       

 
I.        Mayor’s Comments and Announcements 
 
J.        Adjournment 
 
Next Meeting October 13, 2016 in Council Chambers 
 

Posted 09-02-16 

 
Mayor McCauley called the meeting to order.  Mayor McCauley recognize the passing and 

contributions from former employee and supervisor-Jerry Bauer and former Council member – 

Mike Hymes, followed by a moment of silence and the pledge of allegiance.  

Guests: 

 ECOVA-Cambridge Heights-  No one was present but the following request was submitted. 



 

Board Members were not in favor of removing the late fee.  It would be arbitrary to remove the late 

fee based on this request. 

Motion Livesay/ Brown to deny the request from ECOVA to remove the late fees.  Motion 

carried. 

 John and Lori Ward- 23 Gum Street – billing adjustment-  The Ward’s did not attend this 

meeting or the last meeting.  Board Members tabled the matter again. 

 Chapman Technical Group-  Mr. Johnson of Chapman Technical reported that the SCADA 

is complete other than the punch-list inspection.  Randy Blankenship of Chapman Technical 

reported that all treatment plant equipment is on-site.  Coating has been placed on one side 

of the sediment basins.  They will monitor it to see how it performs, then begin the process 

on the other side.   

The following pay request was submitted for Triton. 

 



 

 

The following change order was submitted and explained. 

Some piping will be installed to allow for the bypassing of the flash mixer during the new 

equipment installation, however, the City wants to retain the bypass pipe incase basin ever needs 

taken down again.  

Piping supports that should have been in place were added.  

 



Mr. Hollen has reviewed the details of each of the items included in Change Order #2 for accuracy 

and pricing and approves of the submitted Change Order. 

Motion Brown/Thomas to approve the change order dated 9/8/16 in the amount of 

$20,589.05 for contractor Triton Contracting, Inc.  Motion carried. 

Motion Thomas/Skinner to approve the pay request #5 for Triton Contracting in the amount 

of $282,644.48.  This includes the change order costs.   Motion carried 

Finance Report:  Mrs. Jenkins reported the following: 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

She reminded the Board Members that the second phase of increase, 15% will take place November 

1st. 

 



Department Reports: 

 Compac Backhoe- Kelly Arnold reported that there is still no payment from them for the 
damages to water line equipment.  Board members discussed the matter.  Since a new city 

attorney will be appointed soon. It was requested to make one more attempt and send one 

more letter prior to filing a civil action against the company for the payment. 

Motion Thomas/Livesay to send one more letter prior to taking a civil action against Compac 

Backhoe.  Motion carried. 

 Shoring- Kelly Arnold reported that he researched the product and has place an order for 

this.  Board approved the purchase at the last meeting. 

 Temporary Help-  Kelly Arnold reported that he hired Devin Landis as temporary help.  He 
will also hire a couple college student temporarily during Thanksgiving and Christmas 

break. 

 Line Crew Report- Kelly Arnold submitted and explained the following report: 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON WATER DEPT. 
DISTRIBUTION REPORT , AUGUST 2016 

LINE CREW and CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 Water leaks-Rt. 20 south, Meadowlands 

  New Services-  Island Ave., East Lawn. 

 Located and marked out third lane McDonalds 

 Run Tennerton Booster generator 

 Poured concrete sludge room  

 Locates- 28 

 Electric service for Adrian PSD meter pit complete waiting on power company.  

 Hydrants – Vicksburg Food Mart hydrant hit and repairs have been made. 

 Residential meters changed –148 

 Residential meters tested – 0 

 Commercial meters changed –0   

 Commercial meters tested – 0 

 Commercial meters repaired – 0 

 Public Service District meters tested –0  

 All meters were read in system  

 Off & On Reports / Customer complaints answered.--309 

 Non-Payments – 37 

 Back-flow/cross-conn. surveys – Commercial surveys 0, 0 requests for survey were mailed;  0,letters 
requesting test results mailed; 12 test results received; 

 Maintenance equipment.  

 

Mr. Arnold commented that person that hit the hydrant did not have insurance.  Repair cost was 

about $500.00. 

 Water Plant/ Chemical Cost Report- Tom Landis submitted and explained the following 
reports. 

WATER PLANT REPORT  

 August 2016 

                                                           

WATER PRODUCED – 63,326,540 GALLONS                      

         2,042,792 gallons daily average 

Jan 67.32  April 56.12  July 57.69  Oct.    
Feb 66.13  May 56.08  Aug 63.32  Nov  
March 60.88  June  59.84  Sept   Dec.   
 
Plant Generator Hrs.         

609.8 (last ran under load on 8/22/16)  

Portable Generator Hrs.    

1001.9 (last ran under load on 8/22/16) 



Compliance Monitoring 

Mailed/faxed all August 2016 reports to Charleston as required. 

Collected 10 Bac-T samples as required (sent to Clarksburg Water Board Lab) 

Collected TOC samples as required (sent to Reliance Lab) 

Collected Stage II DBP’s Site #1 & #2 

Personnel 

Continue weekly safety meetings 

Plant 

Water hauled from the plant in August totaled 29,875 gallons. 

Engineering request for capstone repair project on plant buildings 

Special Maintenance: 

Installed New Sludge Pumps 

 

 

Mr. Landis commented that overtime may increase slightly due to working around the water plant 

projects. 

He also wanted to thank the line crew for assisting with the concrete pad placement. 

Chemical cost are up slightly due to abnormal operations, working around the plant projects. 

 Sludge Pump Project report – Jay Hollen reported that this project is basically complete.  

He is negotiating with the contractor, Daman Superior, about the final invoice.  He expects 

the cost to be less than what was presented at a past Board meeting. 

Correspondence: 

 Cover letter from the 2016 Sanitary Survey of Buckhannon Water Board’s public 

water system:  The following letter was submitted as information for the Board Members.  

Board members received a complete copy of the report. 



 

 



 

There were four items of moderate deficiencies.   

1.& 2.  Tank deficiency.  Mr. Hollen reported however that St Jo tank will be decommissioned in 

the project. 

3. The Airport pressure and electrical controls.  Tom Landis reported that the department is 

working on this matter.  

4.   North Buckhannon and Victoria Hill tank less than 2 day turnover.  Mr. Hollen explained 

that he plans to clarify that the city is not responsible to supply 2 day turnover for the PSD’s. 

The department feels that all the items have been or will be addressed in the near future. 

Mr. Hollen is working on the City’s response to the deficiencies identified in the Sanitary Survey and 

will prepare and submit the letter to WVBPH Environmental Engineering Division by the end of the 

month. 

Consent Agenda 

 Approval of the minutes of the meeting 8/11/16 Water Board 

Motion Brown/Livesay to approve the minutes of 8/11/16.  Motion carried. 

Strategic Issues for Discussion and Vote: 

 Fire Flow Meters at River Place Apartments and BU High School: 

Kelly Arnold explained that the fire flow meters at both of these locations are not working properly.  

There are actually 2 meters in each of these pits.  One records the normal flow while the fire meter 

does not and is only supposed to open during high demand.  The fire flow meter at River Place has 
stuck open and water is bypassing the metered one.  Therefore the consumption has reduced 

greatly.  Mr. Arnold has research replacing them.  A special type of meter system (protectus –fire 

sevice meter) is required. The meter at River Place will cost about $8,000.00 while the one at the 

High School is about $18,500.00.  He can find some money in the budget for about $20,000.00. The 

meter needs replaced at River Place as they are losing a few hundred dollars each month. 

Motion Thomas/Brown to Authorize Purchase of the special meter system needed for these 

locations.  Motion carried. 

 

 



 Recommendation for .50 cents per hour increase for all hourly employees  

Mayor McCauley proposes that a .50 cent per hour be approved for all full-time hourly employees.  

Finances are stable at this time and another increase will take effect November 1st.  He spoke of how 

important the employees are.  Many in-house projects are done that save thousands of dollars.  The 

Waste Collection and Consolidated Boards have authorized this.  He would like to report this back 

at the City Council meeting next week.   He hopes in the near future that merit increase would be 

possible as well. 

Motion Brown/Livesay to Authorize a Pay Increase of .50 cents to all full-time hourly 

employees in October.   

Board Member Thomas concurred with Mayor McCauley, however, he feels that there should be a 

meeting with all employees explaining the City finances and the challenges we face.   Mayor 

McCauley mentioned the condition of state finances as well. 

 Motion carried. 

Board Comments: 

 Board Member Livesay is proud of all the employees and the work they do. 

 Board Member Brown stated that he first was employed with the City of Buckhannon Water 
Department in 1968.  The comparison from then to now is huge.  Technology has advanced 

tremendously.  He is proud to have worked for the City.  At 85 he is still serving the City of 

Buckhannon. 

 Board Member Skinner echoes the remarks of other board members and supports the pay 
increase.  Happy employees are good employees. 

 Board Member Thomas also echoed and commented that Mr. Brown is an example of the 

dedication of city employees.   Finances are in good condition and have been due to 

previous officials. 

 Mayor McCauley enjoyed having the meeting at the plant and observing the operations of it.  

The water and sewer employees are very important to the city operations. 

 

There being no further business to be transacted, meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m. 

 

Mayor David McCauley                            ______________________________________ 

 

Assistant Recorder Amberle Jenkins  ______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


