
    STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 

A working session of the Historic Landmarks Commission was held August 24, 2016 at 6:00 pm.  

The following persons were present: 

Vincent Smith, Chairman          Building Code Zoning Officer  Present 
Jeannie Rylands                    Member                                    Present 
Erika Klie Kolenich  Member    Present  
Jeannie Hyre                         Member                                        Absent     
Christina Rieth                     Ameri-Corp Volunteer                          Present 
Noel Tenney                        Upshur Historical Society  Present 
Amberle Jenkins                Assistant Recorder                    Present 
 

Meeting Agenda Posted 08-17-16 

Notice of Meeting and Work Session 
Buckhannon Historic Landmarks Commission 

August 24, 2016, 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers 
City Hall  70 E Main Street 

Buckhannon WV 26201 
  

a. Discussion on new possible NRHP nominations  
b. Discussion on new BHLC member  
c. Discussion on Central Residential Historic District street signs  
d. All other business that may come before the BHLC  
e. Adjournment  
 
POSTED 08-17-16 

 
 
Designation of Historic Districts: 

The Commission Members discussed possible nominations not currently registered.   Areas such as 

South Buckhannon;  Island Avenue; West Main from Courthouse west; side streets in Central 

Historic District.  An order/ plan needs developed.  The Commission should decide if more districts 

need added or if portions of property touch another district, those can be expanded.   South 

Buckhannon may need to be its’ own district. SHPO could help in these decisions. 

The Commission must have quarterly meetings in order to continue certification and must continue 

to discuss possibilities. 

Mr. Smith commented that since there is no design committee to designate historic areas with 

criteria, what is the purpose of designating them. 

Mr. Tenney explained this qualifies property owners for possible development funding thru grants. 

Criteria must be followed according to the grant.  There may also be some tax variances. 

A bigger picture in designating historic districts is preservation that may reflect in tourism. 

City Council, in the past, has never been receptive of a design committee for historic districts in 

Buckhannon.   They felt this may be too controlling. 

Advising or recommending property owners that own property in historic districts is more the role 

that City Council wants the HLMC to provide.  

Commission Member Appointments discussed: 

Council has not appointed a Council Member to serve on the HLMC.  The Commission members 

briefly discussed the structure of the group.   Some commission members suggested Robbie 

Skinner. 

 

 



Historic District Signs: 

Ms. Rieth presented a draft design of historic signage.  It was brown with the HLMC bay window on 

a dormer of the sign. Note the scale attached; it is the appropriate measurements according to the 

DOT, and the design accommodates the U-channel that attaches the sign to the post. 

 

 

The Commission discussed wording on signs and color of signs.  Brown is the nationally recognized 

color for historic districts.  There were suggestions to have an example printed for Council to 

review.    Mr. Tenney commented that areas, which were designated as “National Register of 

Historic Places” should have that wording on them.    

Mrs. Jenkins asked if they have talked with Mr. Arnold about this.  The City has been looking at 

replacing street signs. 

WV Inventory Cemetery Form for Heavner Cemetery (sent to WV SHPO August 2016) 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ms. Rieth reported that Jeff Smith got back with her regarding what criteria were being used for 

designation of the cemetery.  Certain criteria needs met according to why there is a request to 

designate a historic area.  

For instance (A) is for outstanding architectural features, (B ) is for persons relate to the site of 

most importance, and (D) contains information regarding history.  She used (B) for persons buried 

there including Baptist cemetery and (D) for historic information regarding Bush’s Fort. 

Mr.  Jeff Smith is to get back with the HLMC within 30 days.  If he believes it is worth pursuing then 

Ms. Rieth recommended that, during the next meeting, the Commission should talk about possible 

state funds available; letters of support from other groups; check on a contract with Michael Geolus 

and to fill out the application.  

The Commission revisited the topic of design review.  The minimum is criteria set by the Secretary 

of Interior and quite lengthy.  The HLMC is not sure if this is needed at this point.   

The Commission talked about the review and update of properties designated as historic districts.  

There was some conflict as to what needs updated.  The Commission would like to speak with Mr. 

Jeff Smith when he visits Buckhannon regarding the cemetery.  Perhaps a meeting could be 

scheduled at that time.  

 



Properties/Districts in Buckhannon City Limits designated by the BHLC: (Website) 

 
 Central Residential Historic District:  http://www.wvculture.org/shpo/ 

nr/pdf/upshur/12000225.pdf 
 

 Downtown Historic District: http://www.wvculture.org/shpo/nr/pdf/upshur/09001196.pdf 

 William Post Mansion: http://www.wvculture.org/shpo/nr/pdf/upshur/93000619.pdf 

(This form was not prepared by the BHLC 

 

There being no further information to be transacted meeting, adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

Chairman Vincent Smith 

Assistant City Recorder Amberle Jenkins 
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