STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:
A special meeting of the Buckhannon Water Board was held on Thursday, January 24, 2019 at 3:00
p.m. in Council Chambers of City Hall. The following in attendance:
David McCauley
Colin Reger
Robbie Skinner
David Thomas
Don Nestor
Erasmo Rizo
Kelly Arnold
Jay Hollen
Jerry Arnold
Amberle Jenkins

Mayor
City Recorder
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Water Superintendent
City Engineer
Director of Public Works
Director of Finance/Assistant Recorder

Present
Absent
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Meeting Agenda Posted 01/18/19
City of Buckhannon Water Board – 3:00pm at City Hall in Council Chambers Special
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, January 24, 2019
A.

Call to Order
A.1
Moment of Silence
A.2
Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America

B.

Strategic Issues for discussion and vote
B.1 Discussion/Possible Action on Water Plant Operators’ Wages

C.
D
E.

Board Members Comments and Announcements
Mayor’s Comments and Announcements
Adjournment

POSTED 01/18/19

Call to Order: Mayor McCauley called the meeting to order led by a moment of silence and pledge
to the US flag.
Strategic Issues for discussion and vote:
B.1 Discussion/Possible Action on Water Plant Operators’ Wages -Mayor McCauley explained
that Plant Operator-Jerry Myers had indicated about a week ago that he would be going to an
interview as a Class IV plant operator at another facility. Chances are he would be offered the job.
The job paid quite a bit more per hour.
In past two years the Water Department has lost two operators to local plants which offer much
more per hour in pay. If Mr. Myers leaves there would be two Class IV operators remaining,
Superintendent Arnold and Mike McCauley. Mr. McCauley has put in his 30 day standing notice and
has indicated he may leave if he is offered more pay elsewhere.
Director Arnold asked Mr. Myers to submit a memo on what it would take to retain the remaining
plant operators. It has been made clear that these other plants are trying to recruit our plant Class
IV operators. This is putting the Plant in a difficult position. Superintendent Kelly Arnold obtained
his Class IV operator license however, he hopes to retire in the near future. If the Plant does not
have a Class IV operator the Plant would have to go into a boil water mode until a Class IV operator
is replaced.
The following memo was submitted:

Mayor McCauley commented that persons with a college degree would receive $1 more per hour.
The Mayor, Kelly Arnold and Jerry Arnold met with Jerry Myers late last week and offered him
$28.00 per hour if he would remain with the Buckhannon Water Plant. Mr. Myers agreed to stay.

The Water Board Members discussed at length, the challenges in competing with other plants.
They also talked about the predicament that the state regulation has place them in due to the
extensive regulations that are required for Class IV operators.
Board Member Rizo commented that vocational schools should offer water and waste water
certification classes. He remarked that this was once explored but never implemented.
Motion Skinner/Rizo to adopt the pay scale model that has been presented to them, with pay
increases to take effect on February 1, 2019. Motion carried.
Board Members Comments and Announcements:
•

Board Members would like to see solutions like vocational training and talking with
legislatures regarding regulations in plant classifications and regulations.

•

They would also like to invite Upshur County Commission to the next regular Water Board
meeting to talk about the issues with the Public Service Districts.

There being no further business to be transacted, Motion Thomas/Skinner to adjourned at
3:40pm.
Mayor David McCauley

_______________________________________________

Assistant Recorder Amberle Jenkins

______________________________________________

