
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 7:00pm 
in City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Mary Albaugh  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present – by phone 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present – by GTM 
BPD       Chief Matthew Gregory Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Absent 
The Record Delta Newspaper    Macie Queen  Present - by GTM 
The Record Delta Newspaper    Jacob Martin  Present 
Channel 3      Dennis Cortes  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Beth Christian Broschart  Present 
 
Guests: Jane Weimer Godwin; Misty Bennett; Burton Abel; Bruce Blend; Ryan Curry; Jim Valenson; Ann 
Bergstrom; Sharon McNemar; Joyce Ann Law; Pam Martin; William Wilson; Karen Waggy; Randy Tenney; 
Curtis Wilkerson; Renae Sauerwein; David E. Godwin; Danny Williams; Brian Jett; Bryson VanNostrand. 
 
To Participate in a Board meeting during the COVID-19 Stay at Home Order, participants were invited to contact us at 304-
472-1651 for the GoToMeeting link/access. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers  
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, April 15, 2021 

A.      Call to Order 
           A.1    Moment of Silence 
           A.2    Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
           A.3    Mayor’s Greetings 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
           B.1    Adam Halle- RE: Ordinance No. 301 Prohibiting the operation of All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) in City Limits       
           B.2    James Riffle-RE:  Easement grant to Joni Howard, et al., across old B&O alignment –Old Weston Road      
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1    Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
          C.2    Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins 
          C.3    Police Chief- Matthew Gregory 

C.4    City Attorney- Tom O’Neill 
 

D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1    Mayor’s Proclamation-Child Abuse Prevention & Awareness Month April 2021 

               D.2    WV Commission on the Arts RE: Grant Application FY2022 Cultural Facilities & Capital Resources- 
           Colonial Theatre Basement Renovation  

               D.3    WVDOH RE: Route 33 Traffic Study Update-Install New Traffic Signals at Intersections of Childers Run 
           Rd & Kesling Mill Rd And Upgrade Traffic Signals at Intersection of US 33 & Brushy Fork Rd 

               D.4    WV Vapors, LLC-Zoning Form to WVABCA Licensing Department   
               D.5    Ethics Newsletter by the WV Ethics Commission     
               D.6    Reminder: Special City Council Lay the Levy on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 9:00am 
               D.7    Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-December 2020 to February 2021    
 

E.     Consent Agenda 
          E.1    Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 03/18/2021 & 04/01/2021 Final Budget Sessions 2/10/21, 2/16/21, 
                    2/24/21, 3/10/21   
          E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.4    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                     
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1    Zoning Change Request – 67 S. Kanawha Street R2 to C2-Potential Referral to Planning Commission  
          F.2    Easement grant to Joni Howard, et al., across old B&O alignment –Old Weston Road          
          F.3    Approval Resolution 2021-03 Budget Revision #6 General Fund FY 2020/21 
          F.4    Discussion/Possible Action Appointment of Colonial Theatre Board Members  
          F.5    Recommendation from Water Board to begin the process to Increase Water Rates as provided in 

       the Water Rate Analysis 
          F.6    Approval to Purchase Additional Sound Equipment for Jawbone Park       
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1    Mary Albaugh 



          G.2    Pamela Bucklew 
          G.3    C J Rylands  
          G.4    David Thomas 
          G.5    Jack Reger 
          G.6    Randall Sanders 
 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements  
 
I.      Adjournment 
 
Posted 04/12/2021               Next Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting Thursday, May 5, 2021 
 
A.  Call to Order - Mayor Robbie Skinner called the meeting to order. 
 
       A.1 Moment of Silence – Mayor Skinner asked all present to join him in a Moment of Silence 
keeping Council Member Jack Reger, who is joining us for the meeting this evening by phone from 
his home, in our thoughts and prayers as he is still recovering from COVID-19.  The Mayor also 
asked us to keep Council Member Mary Albaugh in our thoughts and prayers, as she is still 
recovering from a recent medical procedure. 
 
       A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America - The Pledge was led by the Mayor. 
 
The Mayor recognized that several people were in attendance regarding one agenda item therefore 
he felt it would be in the best interest of all to address that issue at this time.  He then asked for a 
motion to move agenda item F.1 Zoning Change Request – 67 S. Kanawha Street R2 to C2-Potential 
Referral to Planning Commission to the table for discussion and/or vote. 
 
Motion to move agenda item F.1 Zoning Change Request – 67 S. Kanawha Street R2 to C2-
Potential Referral to Planning Commission to the table for discussion and/or vote was made 
by Rylands/Albaugh.  Motion carried. 
 
The Mayor said that he was happy to see so many people in attendance and praised the community 
for showing an interest in the process and procedures that come before Council like the one 
pertaining to agenda item F 1.  He asked that all those who are recognized to speak this evening 
limit their remarks to 3 to 5 minutes and to keep them professional and respectful.  He then 
recognized City Attorney Tom O’Neill who explained that Council had before it a petition to rezone 
the property at 67 S. Kanawha Street from R2 to C2.  He explained that per State Code and as 
defined in City Ordinance 244, it is required that City Council must refer it to the Planning 
Commission for consideration.  Once the Planning Commission receives the petition, they have 60 
days to hold a Public Hearing for which there must be public notice given. The Commission then 
provides a recommendation for or against the change to the City Council.  If the City Council 
considers a change, it will do so by a three-reading ordinance.   It is a custom of the City, although 
not required by State Code or Ordinance, to hold a 2nd reading Public Hearing on the matter.  
 
City Recorder Sanders then explained how people not personally in attendance could watch the 
meeting and how they could email questions.  He encouraged guests in attendance to notify any 
interested parties of this information. 
 
B.  Recognized Guests - To begin the discussion, the Mayor recognized Burton Abel who is the 
owner of 67 S. Kanawha Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201.   Dr. Abel expressed his hope that the 
Council and citizens would keep an open mind about the zoning request and let the process play out 
before jumping to any further conclusions.  He expressed frustration at seeing negative feedback so 
early on, explaining that BC Bank was already part of the community.  He gave an overview of 
several zoning changes that have already taken place in the area to allow for businesses and the 
allowance for certain businesses under the R2 zoning classification itself.  From his research 
amongst realtors, he feels certain that any building that was built in this location by BC Bank would 
in no way negatively impact the surrounding property values. 
 
The Mayor next recognized Jane Weimer Godwin, who mentioned she was a former member of the 
Historic Preservation Commission, provided various reasons why she hoped the Council and 
Planning Commission would deny the request. 
 
Ryan Curry, President and CEO of BC Bank spoke next about the bank's dedication to the 
Buckhannon area and its need to expand from its current location in Northridge Plaza to have a 
drive thru and night drop available for its customers.  He noted the bank employs five people, all 
Buckhannon residents who are involved in the community.  He assured the Council that BC Bank is 
willing to invest in Buckhannon.  He addressed several of the concerns including traffic flow, 
building design, etc., that he feels will be handled in a way to enhance the area in a positive way.  
 



Brian Jett, Esq., attorney for BC Bank spoke in support of the bank's efforts and on the R2 to C2 
Zoning procedures. 
 
The Mayor continued to recognize guests who had signed in to potentially speak on the subject.  
Those who did speak voicing their opinions against the request were Jim Valenson, William Wilson, 
Ann Bergstrom, Sharon McNemar, and Joyce Ann Law.  
 
Curtis Wilkerson appeared both as an area resident, who lives across from the property, and a 
member of the Buckhannon Planning Commission.  He noted that he was the President of the 
Commission when it wrote the 2025 Comprehensive Plan and that they conducted over 700 
surveys with community members.  Some of the things that the community members brought up 
was the lack of housing and that there was too much traffic.  He also noted that the lack of banks 
was never mentioned by those who completed the surveys.  Speaking as a resident he noted the 
concerns that he has with the negative impact having a bank on that property will have on the area 
residents. 
 
Karen Waggy, representing North Central Episcopal Church, asked for clarification on procedures of 
notice for changes of zoning or variances, which City Attorney Tom O’Neill explained that property 
owners are notified so that they can appear to express their opinions at the public meetings.    
 
Motion to refer the zoning change request of 67 South Kanawha Street from R2 to C2 to the 
Buckhannon Planning Commission was made by Sanders/Bucklew.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion to take a 5-minute recess was made by Rylands/Thomas.  Motion carried. 
 
The Mayor called the meeting back to order at 8:06 PM. 
 
The Mayor recognized Dennis Cortes who presented the following report from the Upshur County 
Parks & Recreation Board: 
 
                                              REPORT FROM THE UPSHUR COUNTY PARKS & REC. BOARD 

12 April 21 
 The Gnome gardens have proved to be popular. A lot of businesses have been decorating their spots. 
There are 3 spots open to the public. (See pictures) 

 The Upshur County Commission has agreed to pay for the whole “shebang” to the tune of $3,400.00, since 
they had budgeted $5,000.00 for the disc golf, it proved to be easier for them. There is a map in progress.  

 The next item was to discuss pool amenities. Some of the inflatables will take the shape of an obstacle 
course on the water, miss a step and in you go! The kids will have some kind of noise makers. These will be mounted 
and not removable. There will be floats that one can lay on and drift, and a couple of new umbrellas were also 
purchased. Next year there will be a pipe that will squirt; I am assuming that it will work when a person walks by. 
The pool will open on the Saturday of Memorial Day which would be on 29 May 2021. And best of all there will be 
NO restrictions! It was announced that Hannah Lively is the new pool director.  

 The kiosk at the start of the trails has been stained along with the arch for the entrance. As other kiosks go 
up they too will be stained. Since the WVDOT will not allow any new signs at the same place that the old ones were 
Dennis Cortes came up with an idea. He took a picture of the new kiosk next to the small parking place along the 
High School driveway and then pasted an image of the sign that we had already agreed upon onto the image of the 
parking area and added 2 legs with a marker. It went over well and this idea will be presented to the school board 
at next meeting. (See pictures) 

 With the idea of fundraising there were some novel ideas presented. Just to name a few, were using the 
pool in a triathlon; or trail running races, foot and bike; an adult tricycle race, this should be held on a paved road 
perhaps during the WVSF using only 1 block of main street. Another idea is for “mail boxes” for each gnome garden 
for ideas to be left in.  

 And lastly the tennis courts are to be repaired and used only for tennis, at one point there had been cars 
parked on some. This would involve resurfacing and painting. It was also mentioned that maybe in 2022 there might 
be BMX trails.  

 A new member of the public attended and participated in the meeting, his name is Samual Walker. He did 
mention that he would like for the city to appoint him to this board.  

Respectfully submitted by  

Dennis Cortes  



        
 

     
 
 
The Mayor next recognized Bryson VanNostrand who spoke on behalf of ART26201.  He referenced 
the letter of March 1, 2021 that recommended the following people to serve on the Colonial Theatre 
Board of Directors: Randy Sanders, City of Buckhannon; Renee Preston, local photographer & 
member of ART26201, Keith Buchanan - BCT Past Executive Producer, Erika Kolenich - BCT Past 
Executive Producer, and John Waltz - BCT Executive Producer & ART26201 member.  On March 23, 
2621, the Mayor informed the theatre group that Renee Preston could not serve due to a conflict of 
interest. They then submitted a second list that replaced Renee Preston with Amby Jenkins on 
March 30th.  Pam Bucklew’s name has been put forth by the Mayor for consideration as well.  
Discussion by all of Council took place with input from City Attorney Tom O’Neill. 
 
Without objection F.4 Discussion/Possible Action Appointment of Colonial Theatre Board Members 
was moved to the table by the Mayor. 
 
Motion to table a vote on F.4 Discussion/Possible Action Appointment of Colonial Theatre 
Board Members was made by Thomas/Albaugh.  Motion failed by a vote of one for and five 
against. 
 
Motion to approve the list presented by ART26201, which consists of Randy Sanders, Keith 
Buchanan, Amby Jenkins, Erika Kolenich, and John Waltz was made by Rylands/Albaugh.  
Mrs. Bucklew requested each Council Member vote individually.  Roll call was:  
Rylands – Yes      Sanders – No 
Thomas – No   Albaugh – Yes 
Bucklew – No   Reger – No.   
 
Motion failed 
 
Motion to table a vote on F.4 Discussion/Possible Action Appointment of Colonial Theatre 
Board Members was made by Thomas/Rylands.  Roll call was:  
 
Rylands - Yes     Albaugh - Yes        
Thomas - Yes      Reger – No       
Bucklew - No      Skinner - Yes.     
Sanders - No      
Motion carried. 
 
C.  Department & Board Reports 
 
       C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold – Mr. Arnold was absent.  
 
The Mayor reported that Smithfield Street was being paved. 



 
       C.2     Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins – Amby Jenkins provided the following report: 

 
 
Amby then explained the needed Budget Revision #6 General Fund FY 2020/21 to the Council. 
 
Motion to move F.3 Approval Resolution 2021-03 Budget Revision #6 General Fund FY 
2020/21 to the table for discussion and/or vote was made by Rylands/Sanders.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Motion to approve Resolution 2021-03 Budget Revision #6 General Fund FY 2020/21 was 
made by Sanders/Albaugh.  Motion carried.  Roll call vote was:  
Albaugh - Yes      Thomas - Yes      
Bucklew - Yes    Sanders - Yes      
Reger - Yes       Skinner - Yes 
Rylands - Yes 
 
Motion carried. 
 

 

 



 

 

 



C.3     Buckhannon Police Department - Chief Matthew Gregory – Chief Gregory reviewed the 
following with Council: 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Much discussion took place regarding the site-based assessment team from the Commission on 
Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA®), who recently completed a virtual on-
site assessment on April 5th and 6th, in which the team examined all aspects of the Buckhannon 
Police Department’s policy and procedures, management, operations, and support services.  All 
indications are that it was a success and the Council extended its congratulations to Chief Gregory 
while the Chief thanked the many people who assisted in its execution. 
 
       C.4     City Attorney - Tom O’Neill –Mr. O’Neill deferred to the Strategic Issues for Discussion 
and/or Vote section of the agenda. 
     
D. Correspondence & Information – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 

 
       D.1    Mayor’s Proclamation-Child Abuse Prevention & Awareness Month April 2021 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS MONTH 
APRIL 2021 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, during child abuse and neglect prevention month, it is important to talk about what each and every one of us can to 
make sure that children in our community grow up healthy, safe, and loved; 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect is a symptom of a larger problem – the lack of resources in and support for families in our 
community, and the majority of child abuse cases stem from situations and conditions that are preventable in an engaged and 
supportive community; 

 



WHEREAS, when the well-being of children and families becomes the priority of everyone in the community, the number of 
child abuse and neglect cases will decrease, and other good things will happen such as better health outcomes, improved 
school performance, etc.; 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect can be reduced by making sure each family has the support they need to raise their children 
in a healthy environment;  

WHEREAS, this month, it is important that every member of our community consider what they can do to improve our 
collective well-being which can be achieved by volunteering, making donations, or advocating for family-friendly policies and 
programs – everyone can take their turn making a difference.  

WHEREAS, child abuse prevention month is an especially good time to talk about the five Protective Factors (Knowledge of 
Parenting and Child Development; Parental Resilience; Social Connections; Social and Emotional Development of Children; and 
Concrete Support in Times of Need) and how, when present, they increase the health and well-being of children and families. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON does hereby proclaim the month of April as Child Abuse Prevention and 
Awareness Month in the CITY OF BUCKHANNON and call upon all citizens, community agencies, faith groups, medical facilities, 
and businesses to increase their participation in our efforts to support families, thereby preventing child abuse and 
strengthening the communities in which we live. 

                                                                                         Robert Neal Skinner, III, Mayor 
City of Buckhannon 

 
       D.2    WV Commission on the Arts RE: Grant Application FY2022 Cultural Facilities & 
Capital Resources-Colonial Theatre Basement Renovation –On file at City Hall. 

 

 

 



       D.3    WVDOH RE: Route 33 Traffic Study Update-Install New Traffic Signals at 
Intersections of Childers Run Rd & Kesling Mill Rd And Upgrade Traffic Signals at 
Intersection of US 33 & Brushy Fork Rd 

After reviewing the results of the safety study, I am pleased to inform you that the WVDOH has programmed two 
projects to help improve safety along US 33 in Upshur County.  One project includes renovation and upgrading of 
the traffic signal located at the intersection of US 33 and Brushy Fork Road.  The other project will install new 
traffic signals on US 33 at the intersection of Childers Run Road and also at the intersection of Kesling Mill 
Road.  We anticipate that the engineering and design work for both of these projects to be completed late this fall 
with construction beginning in the Spring of 2022.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Brian K. Cooper 
District Engineer 
WVDOH District 7 
Ph. 304-269-8901 
Cell 304-642-0406 
Brian.K.Cooper@wv.gov 

 
       D.4    WV Vapors, LLC-Zoning Form to WVABCA Licensing Department   

 

 
       D.5    Ethics Newsletter by the WV Ethics Commission  -website:  ethics.wv.gov 
       D.6    Reminder: Special City Council Lay the Levy on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 9:00am 
       D.7    Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-December 2020 to 
 February 2021 

 



 

 

 

 

E. Consent Agenda – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 

 
       E.1    Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 03/18/2021 & 04/01/2021Final Budget 
Sessions 2/10/21, 2/16/21, 2/24/21, 3/10/21. 
 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda item E.1 was made by Albaugh/Reger.  Motion carried.   
 



       E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
 

 
 
       E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
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75053
Joshua Loudin
16 Upshur Ave Self

Concrete Existing 
Driveway $1,500.00 $16.50

75054
Sara Riffle

113 Wood St Self Fence 6ft hgt $500.00 $10.00 X

75055
Keith Carr

61 N Florida St Self Siding on house $700.00 $15.00

75056
Jeanne Bennett

41 Meade St Self
Replace Panels on 

Existing Fence $2,000.00 $22.00 X

75057
COB Jawbone Park

17 Friendly Way Self
Install 400 AMP 

Underground Service A

75058
Gary Harmon

12 Island Ave Lot 5
Main Line LLC

Kevin Lee Razing Singlewide $20.00 X X

75059
Delbert Posey
28 Meadow St

Window World of 
Fairmont Replacement Windows $3,955.00 $43.51

75060
John Slaughter

25 Henry St Self Fence 6ft hgt $200.00 $10.00 X

75061
UCDA Innovation Center

21 E Main Street
Commercial 

Builders 1st floor Buildout $496,500.00 A $100.00 $2,345.75 X

75062
Ralph Miller
6 Gilbert St Home Depot Sink & Counter top $3,000.00 $33.00

75063
Sierra Norman
178 Fayette St Self Replacement Deck 8'x8' $1,000.00 $11.00 X 

75064
COB Sanitary Dpt

Elias St Pump Station Self New Control Panel A

75065
Diana Steed

12 Lightburn St
Main Line LLC

Kevin Lee Razing House $20.00 X X

75066
Travis Abel

172 S Kanawha St
Superior 

Environmental Razing House $20.00 X X

75067
Andrew Scott

85 Elm St
Ron Hurst 

Construction Drywall Basement $300.00 $10.00 X

75068
Freddy Suder

15 Shawnee Dr Self
Re-Roof Metal over 

Shingle $4,500.00 $49.50

75069
Lamora Casto

54 Smithfield St Top Line Services Fence 6ft hgt $3,000.00 $33.00 X X

$517,155.00 $100.00 $2,659.26



 

 

 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda items E.2 and E.3 was made by Sanders/Albaugh.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
F.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 

 
       F.1    Zoning Change Request – 67 S. Kanawha Street R2 to C2-Potential Referral to 
Planning Commission - Discussed and action taken earlier in the meeting. 

 



 

        F.2    Easement grant to Joni Howard, et al., across old B&O alignment –Old Weston Road - 
Mr. O’Neill explained the action needed to the Council.  INDEX CITY AGREEMENT A313 
 
Motion to approve the Easement grant to Joni Howard, et al., across old B&O alignment –Old 
Weston Road by Rylands/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 
      

       F.3    Approval Resolution 2021-03 Budget Revision #6 General Fund FY 2020/21- 
Discussed and action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 

       F.4    Discussion/Possible Action Appointment of Colonial Theatre Board Members - 
Discussed and action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 

       F.5    Recommendation from Water Board to begin the process to Increase Water Rates as 
provided in the Water Rate Analysis - Amby Jenkins explained the procedure necessary to the 
Council.  Discussion took place regarding the rate study that has been ongoing and the financial 
situation the Buckhannon Water Department is currently in. RATE STUDY IS ON FILE AT CITY HALL 
  
Motion to approve the recommendation from the Water Board to begin the process to 
Increase water rates as provided in the Water Rate Analysis was made by Thomas/Reger.  
Motion carried. 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

       F.6    Approval to Purchase Additional Sound Equipment for Jawbone Park - CJ Rylands 
explained that certain sound equipment is needed to complete what we already own to adequately 
support the entertainment at Jawbone Park. 
 
Motion to approve an expenditure of up to $2,800 to purchase additional sound equipment 
for Jawbone Park was made by Thomas/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 



 

  
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
 

● Council Member Albaugh - Nothing further. 

● Council Member Bucklew – Nothing further. 

● Council Member Rylands – Nothing further. 

● Council Member Thomas – Nothing further. 

● Council Member Reger – Nothing further. 

● City Recorder Sanders – Nothing further.  

H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements – Nothing further. 
 
I.      Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:20 PM was made by Thomas/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 

 
       City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


