
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 7:00pm 
in City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Mary Albaugh  Present – by phone 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present – by phone 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present – by phone 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present – by GTM 
BFD       Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Present 
The Record Delta Newspaper    Macie Queen  Present 
Channel 3      Dennis Cortes  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
The Intermountain Newspaper    Amanda Hayes  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present 
 
Guests: Vito Syski; Rhett Dusenbury, US Congressman Alex Mooney’s Representative; Shane Jenkins, Carrie 
Mills, and Alan Mills of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers  
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, March 4, 2021 

 

A.      Call to Order 
          A.1    Moment of Silence 
          A.2    Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
          A.3    Mayor’s Greetings 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
          B.1   West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association  
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
         C.1    Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
         C.2    Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins 
         C.3    Fire Chief- JB Kimble 
         C.4    City Attorney- Tom O’Neill 

 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1    Notice Special City Council Lay the Levy on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 9:00am 
          D.2    Letter of Support to WV House of Delegates Committee on Finance RE: Amend WV Code 11-3-9 To Provide for  
                    Equal Personal Property Tax Treatment on Vehicle Leasing or Purchasing for Government Entities        
          D.3   Letter of Request from Country Roads Transit -Continued Funding for FY 2022     
          D.4   Letter from WVU Extension Office Upshur County- 4-H Scholarship Fund Educational Opportunities         
          D.5   PR: ART26201 to Host 1st Annual Gray Barker Young Liars Camp June 14th -18th      

 
E.     Consent Agenda 
         E.1    Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 02/18/2021 
         E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
         E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                     
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1    Approval to Apply for Nonprofit IRS Certification 
          F.2    Approval Ordinance No. 450 Creation of the Colonial Theatre Board-1st Reading     
          F.3    Approval Letter of Request West Virginia Strawberry Festival Events 2021    
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1    Mary Albaugh 
          G.2    Pamela Bucklew 
          G.3    C J Rylands  
          G.4    David Thomas 
          G.5    Jack Reger 
          G.6    Randall Sanders 
 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements  
 
I.      Adjournment 
 
Posted 03/01/2021                Next Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 



A.  Call to Order - Mayor Robbie Skinner called the meeting to order. 
 
       A.1 Moment of Silence – Mayor Skinner asked all present to join him in a Moment of Silence 
keeping Council Member Jack Reger, who he spoke with earlier today and who is joining us for the 
meeting this evening, in our thoughts and prayers as he is still dealing with COVID-19.  The Mayor 
also asked us to keep Council Member Mary Albaugh in our thoughts and prayers, as she has 
another medical procedure coming up very soon. 
 
       A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America - The Pledge was led by Rhett 
Dusenbury, US Congressman Alex Mooney’s District Representative. 
 
B.  Recognized Guests - The Mayor welcomed members of the press and especially Channel 3 who 
continues to broadcast our Council meetings live on local Channel 3 and on the City of 
Buckhannon’s Facebook page.  He also reminded those watching that should they have a question 
they can email those to buckhannon@buckhannonwv.org. 
 

       B.1 West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association – Without objection, the Mayor moved F.3 

Approval Letter of Request West Virginia Strawberry Festival Events 2021 to the table.    

 

The Mayor then recognized the President of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival, Shane Jenkins, 

along with festival representatives Carrie and Alan Mills, who were all present.  Mr. Jenkins 

presented the West Virginia Strawberry Festival Events 2021 requests to Council, as outlined in the 

February 25, 2021 letter his organization submitted to the City and have been recommended for 

passage by the City’s Consolidated Public Works Board: 

 

February 25, 2021 

 Honorable Mayor Skinner and Buck. City Council                                                       
70 East Main St.  
Buckhannon, WV  26201 
  
Dear Mayor Skinner and Buckhannon City Council Members, 
     
 The West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association, Inc. would like to request financial assistance in the amount of 
$10,000.00. This funding would assist the festival in the promotion of local business and agriculture, while ensuring a 
successful future.  
 
Please note, the 2021 WVSF BOD is working closely with health officials and monitoring state guidelines to ensure a 
successful festival while keeping the community healthy and safe. Therefore, the following requests are subject to change. 
Changes to the current submission will be submitted in writing to the city of Buckhannon and communicated to 
department/personnel as necessary. 
      
The West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association, Inc. would like to make the following requests for the use of city 
owned property and services during the 79th annual event on May 13-16th, 2021. 

 
1. The use of the parking lot across from the Buckhannon Post Office along with Jawbone Park area for the 2021 addition of 

vendors, carnival and/or additional spaces for Gambill Amusement from May 13-16 2021. 

2. Permission to place licensed vendors and marketing booths on various locations throughout the City. (Main, Spring, 

Madison, etc.)  

3. Permission to use Main St. from City Hall to the Courthouse for the Saturday( May 15, 2021) Car Show, then street party 

entertainment, with streets closed from 11:00am till 11:00 p.m.  

4. Permission to block Friendly Way to Madison Street during  Carnival hours  

5. The use of the parking lot on Madison Street and all city areas near jawbone for vendors and supply trucks, along with The 

parking lot at the Buckhannon Fire Dept.  

6. The use of the Buckhannon River ramp area for the purpose of a canoe race, May 16, 2021. (Sunday) 

7. The use of city water and dumpsters on the Food Vendor Lot/area. Also dumpster at the Latham House area (parking lot).  

8.  The complimentary sanitary sewage dumping for visiting buses. 

9. Request for any street repair along the parade route to avoid accidents. 

10.  The use of the city workers to help with street decorations which will be up by May 7, 2021.  

11.  Placement of Road Closed barricades for street closures during the festival. 

12. Request for the participation of the City Police Department/VIPS during festival week. We will work with the Chief on 

special arrangements for the various events. 



13. Request for Jaw Bone Park and surrounding city facilities (Madison Parking lot and city grounds) from May 11-16 for a 

new agreement of vendor/carnival/entertainment.  

14. Use/assistance with Main St sound system for emergency alerts/announcements. 

15. Extra trash cans needed around Main St. and Jawbone Park 

 
 In addition to these above requests, we appreciate the normal customary activities that the city performs during the 
week of festival. (e.g.: additional police protection, waste pick-up, and street cleaning and much more). The Board of 
Directors would like to thank the City for their contributions, both monetary and otherwise given to the festival and its 
board each year. Your partnership with the festival ensures its future and current success.  
  
 Thank you,  
 Shane Jenkins, President 
2021 WV Strawberry Festival 
 
 
Several Council Members provided comments of support for the work the Festival has done in 
planning this year’s event as well as for working so closely with the City.    
 
Motion to approve the letter request from the West Virginia Strawberry Festival, dated 
February 25, 2021, was made by Thomas/Sanders.  Motion carried. 
 
The Mayor then recognized Rhett Dusenbury, representative of US Congressman Alex Mooney, who 
brought greetings from the Congressman and renewed his offer to assist Buckhannon in anyway 
possible. 
 
C.  Department & Board Reports  
 
       C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold – Mr. Arnold provided Council an overview of the 
following report. 

 
Director:  

 I am overseeing the additional electrical upgrades in Jawbone. 
 We completed the new access road at the UCDA property on Brushy Fork Rd. 
 I have started working on the street assessment. 
 I am looking into equipment to screen soils for use in remediation on our projects. 
 The WVDOH has denied our request to plant wildflower plots in the median of Route 33   
from Sauls Run Road to Kesling Mill Road. Our request provided $5,400.00 for approximately 9-
acres of flowers. The response from the WV State Coordinator of Adopt A Highway/Operation 
Wildflower, Kim Smith said in an email, “I am sorry to have to tell you this, but DOH District 7, 
the District responsible for planting the Operation Wildflower plots in your area, cannot commit 
to the huge undertaking that you are requesting.  They do not have the resources necessary to 
plant that many plots. I have ordered a refund for your donation.”  They have offered to plant a 
1-acre plot and I have asked for the proposed location. 
 We will be officially starting the North Spring Street Project on Monday. The Sanitary 
Department is expected to mobilize that day close to Willard Way and will work their way up 
towards Main Street.    

 
Street: 

 Started back on the GWW Project. 
 We will be starting the replacement of sidewalks on North Kanawha Street next week. 
 The crew will also be starting on some residential sidewalk projects as well. 

Sewer: 

 Nothing new to report. 
 
Water: 

 Nothing new to report. 

Waste: 

 Discussed issues with waste collection on Main Street 
 Discussed the purchase of a new collection truck. 

Engineer: 

 Nothing new to report. 



The Mayor reported that in the Waste Board Meeting earlier we heard from the Tygart Valley 
Conservation District Supervisor, Doug Bush, who will be spearheading a cleanup, in the creek bed, 
between Sheetz and the Super Splash Car Wash on April 17, 2021.  Also, on that date, the Upshur 
County Solid Waste Authority will be holding a free residential paper-shredding event at 395 
Mudlick Road. 
 
There was a general Q & A with Council Members and Mr. Arnold.   

 

C.2     Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins – Amby Jenkins provided the following report: 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
C.3     Buckhannon Fire Department - Chief JB Kimble – Chief Kimble reviewed the following 
with Council: 
    
   •   Monthly Activity 
      •   YTD Activity 
         •   Volunteer Hours  
         •   Training in House  
        •   Mutual Aid Training 
           •   Insurance Service Organization (ISO) Class 
       •   Quality Improvement Through Accreditation Class March 29—Through April 14 M W F 
                    1100-100  
                •   Dive Team Letter 
 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 



C.4     City Attorney- Tom O’Neill –Mr. O’Neill deferred to the Strategic Issues for Discussion 
and/or Vote section of the agenda. 
     
D. Correspondence & Information – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
 
          D.1    Notice Special City Council Lay the Levy on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 9:00am 
          D.2    Letter of Support to WV House of Delegates Committee on Finance RE: Amend WV 

Code 11-3-9 To Provide for Equal Personal Property Tax Treatment on Vehicle Leasing 
or Purchasing for Government Entities      

   

 
 

  D.3   Letter of Request from Country Roads Transit -Continued Funding for FY 2022     

 



 
 
  D.4   Letter from WVU Extension Office Upshur County- 4-H Scholarship Fund 
Educational Opportunities         

 
 

  D.5   PR: ART26201 to Host 1st Annual Gray Barker Young Liars Camp June 14th -18th      

 



 
E. Consent Agenda – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
 
          E.1    Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 02/18/2021 
          E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 

 
 
 
          E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
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75011
Greenbrier Almond
48 S Kanawha St WV Home Plus Bathroom Remodel $3,500.00 $38.50 X

75012
Scott Albright
110 E Main St Steve Corder

Parking/Patio Pad 
24'x24' $5,000.00 $55.00 X X

75013
First Community Bank

2 W Main St

B&D Floor Cover
Mussers Ceilings

Eastern Door Glass Inside Renovations $250,000.00 A $250.00 $1,375.00 X

75014
WVWC

100 Wood St Self Razing House $20.00 X

75015
WVWC

79 Randolph St Self Razing House $20.00 X

75016
WVWC

82 Randolph St Self Razing House $20.00 X

75017
Central WV Pregnancy 

8 Meadow St Self ADA Ramp $n/c X

75018
Travis Abel

172 S Kanawha St Self
Bathroom Remodel

and Flooring $4,999.00 $54.99 X

TOTAL $263,499.00 $250.00 $1,583.49



 

 



 

 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Rylands/Thomas.  Motion carried. 
 
F.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
 
       F.1    Approval to Apply for Nonprofit IRS Certification - Amby Jenkins explained the need for 
this action. 
 
Motion to approve the application for Nonprofit IRS Certification for the Upshur County 
Youth Council Incorporated, which is still an active entity, was made by Thomas/Rylands.  
Motion carried.       
 
      F.2    Approval Ordinance No. 450 Creation of the Colonial Theatre Board-1st Reading    – 
City Attorney Tom O’Neill present Ordinance No. 450 to Council for consideration.  The Mayor 
clarified that we are naming the Board members but sampling creating the Board.  
 
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 450 creation of the Colonial Theatre Board on its 1st 
Reading was made by Rylands/Thomas.  Motion carried.     

ORDINANCE NO. 450 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A 
GOVERNING BOARD FOR THE CITY’S COLONIAL THEATRE; SETTING THE NUMBER AND 

QUALIFICATIONS OF BOARD MEMBERS; ENUMERATING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES AND SETTING 
ITS AUTHORITY; ESTABLISHING THAT BOARD MEMBERS SERVE AT-WILL AND NOT FOR A TERM 

 

 



 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon, by Ordinance No. 411 adopted on December 

1, 2016, authorized the purchase of that property located at 48 East Main Street, in Buckhannon; and, 

 WHEREAS, by deed dated January 3, 2017 and recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County 

Commission of Upshur County, West Virginia in Deed Book 539, at page 615; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon has dedicated the property located at 48 East 

Main Street for use as a theater and public space dedicated to local visual and performing arts, restoring 

its name as the Colonial Theatre, and owning and operating the same for the benefit of the artistic, 

educational, and cultural benefit of the greater Buckhannon-Upshur community; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City Council now deems it to be reasonable, necessary and appropriate to 

establish a governing board for the operations of the said Colonial Theatre, delegating certain functions to 

said board. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - COMPOSITION OF COLONIAL THEATRE BOARD OF DIRECTORS; 

COMPENSATION; CONDUCT OF MEETINGS:   

(A) There shall be a Board of five (5) Directors, appointed by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, 

each Director serving at the will and pleasure of the Council. 

(B) Board members are not required to be residents of the City of Buckhannon, but shall be residents 

of Upshur County, West Virginia. 

(C) No fewer than three (3) Directors shall be active in the Buckhannon-Upshur arts community. 

(D) Directors will not be monetarily compensated for their service on the Board; however, Directors 

shall be entitled to reimbursement for their expenses as are approved in advance by the Board. 

(E) The Board shall conduct itself as a public agency, observing the requirements of open meetings 

laws, ethics acts, and other directives the City of Buckhannon is required to observe. The Board may 

establish its own rules of procedure, including setting the frequency of its meetings (which frequency shall 

be no less than annually), provided that those rules are written and are ratified by the City Council. The 

Board may establish its own committees as it deems necessary and proper. 

 ARTICLE II – DUTIES OF THE BOARD: 

(A) The Board shall establish policies with respect to the use of the Colonial Theatre, including policies 

regarding usage fees, priorities of use, the establishment of form agreements, and operating guidelines; 

Provided, that the City of Buckhannon will have first priority in use of the Colonial Theatre, and will be 

exempt from the payment of any facility rental fees. Policies adopted or modified by the Board shall be 

subject to the approval or ratification of the City Council, which approval or ratification may be by motion 

and recorded in the minutes of the Council. 



(B) The Board may recommend to the City Council such matters, such as the hiring of full- and part-

time staff and capital improvements, that it may deem advisable. The City Council reserves to itself the 

power to approve or disapprove such recommendations. 

(C) The City of Buckhannon shall approve or disapprove all expenditures for the Colonial Theatre, and 

all revenue generated by the Board’s operation of the Theatre shall be remitted to the City of Buckhannon. 

(D) The Board may negotiate agreements with donors, which agreements may include the right of a 

donor to direct the naming of facilities within the Theatre pursuant to the terms thereof; however, any such 

donor agreement is subject to the approval of the City Council. 

ARTICLE III - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

April 17, 2021. 

 FIRST READING:      March 4, 2021 

 SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:            March 18, 2021 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 I, Randall Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 450 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on March 18, 2021. 
 

_____________________________ 
Randall Sanders, City Recorder 

 

     F.3    Approval Letter of Request West Virginia Strawberry Festival Events 2021   – 
Discussed and acted upon earlier in the meeting. 
 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 

 Council Member Albaugh – Had already left the meeting. 

 Council Member Bucklew – Nothing further. 

 Council Member Rylands – Nothing further. 

 Council Member Thomas – Nothing further. 

 Council Member Reger – Nothing further. 

 City Recorder Sanders – Nothing further. 

H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements – The Mayor called for an Executive Session to 
discuss a Property Matter Per WV Code § 6-9A-4. 
 
Motion to adjourn from the regular meeting at 7:52 PM was made by Rylands/Sanders.  
Motion carried.  
 
Motion to enter the Executive Session at 8:05 PM was made by Sanders/Reger.  Motion 
carried. 
 



Motion to adjourn from the Executive Session at 8:30 PM was made by Rylands/Sanders.  
Motion carried. 
 
I.      Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:31 PM was made by Rylands/Sanders.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 

 
       City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


