
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 

 

The Colonial Theatre Board held their first meeting on Wednesday, April 21, 2021 in the City 

Council Chamber of City Hall at 4:30 pm. The following were in attendance: 

Mayor      Robbie Skinner  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Board Member     Randy Sanders   Present 
Board Member     Erika Kolenich   Present 
Board Member     Alisa Lively   Present 
Board Member     John Waltz   Present  
Board Member     Keith Buchanan  Present 
City Architect     Bryson VanNostrand  Present 
City Attorney     Tom O’Neill   Present 
MyBuckhannon                 Monica Zalaznik              Present 
 

To Participate in the Board meeting during the COVID-19 Safer at Home Order,  
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/416301437  
You can also dial in using your phone United States: +1 (312) 757-3121  Access Code: 416-301-437 

 
City of Buckhannon Colonial Theatre Board  

 5:30 pm at City Hall in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Wednesday, April 21, 2021 

A. Call to Order 
  A.1     Moment of Silence 
  A.2     Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 

B. Recognized Guests 
           B.1       
  
C.     Consent Agenda 
          C.1      
 
D.     Correspondence & Information 
          D.1     Ordinance No. 450 Establishing a Governing Board for the City’s Colonial Theatre     
          D.2     Buckhannon Colonial Theatre Board Appointments Approved by City Council    
                     
E.    Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          E.1     Discussion to Establish Rules of Procedures for the Colonial Theatre Board       
          E.2     Set a Schedule of Regular Meeting Dates    
   
F.     Board Members Comments and Announcements 
G.    Adjournment 
 
POSTED  04/13/2021 

 

A.  Call to Order -Randy Sanders led the first meeting of the Board by calling the meeting to order 

followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the flag. 

B.  Recognized Guest- Also in attendance: Renee Preston, KB Saine, Jeremiah Smallridge, David 

McCauley, Susan Aloi & Carrie Perry. 

C.  Consent Agenda: Nothing  

D.  Correspondence & Information 

       D.1 Ordinance No. 450 Establishing a Governing Board for the City’s Colonial Theatre     
 

ORDINANCE NO. 450 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A 
GOVERNING BOARD FOR THE CITY’S COLONIAL THEATRE; SETTING THE NUMBER AND 

QUALIFICATIONS OF BOARD MEMBERS; ENUMERATING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES AND SETTING 
ITS AUTHORITY; ESTABLISHING THAT BOARD MEMBERS SERVE AT-WILL AND NOT FOR A TERM 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon, by Ordinance No. 411 adopted on December 

1, 2016, authorized the purchase of that property located at 48 East Main Street, in Buckhannon; and, 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/416301437
tel:+13127573121,,416301437


 WHEREAS, by deed dated January 3, 2017 and recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County 

Commission of Upshur County, West Virginia in Deed Book 539, at page 615; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon has dedicated the property located at 48 East 

Main Street for use as a theater and public space dedicated to local visual and performing arts, restoring 

its name as the Colonial Theatre, and owning and operating the same for the benefit of the artistic, 

educational, and cultural benefit of the greater Buckhannon-Upshur community; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City Council now deems it to be reasonable, necessary and appropriate to 

establish a governing board for the operations of the said Colonial Theatre, delegating certain functions to 

said board. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - COMPOSITION OF COLONIAL THEATRE BOARD OF DIRECTORS; 

COMPENSATION; CONDUCT OF MEETINGS:   

(A) There shall be a Board of five (5) Directors, appointed by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, 

each Director serving at the will and pleasure of the Council. 

(B) Board members are not required to be residents of the City of Buckhannon, but shall be residents 

of Upshur County, West Virginia. 

(C) No fewer than three (3) Directors shall be active in the Buckhannon-Upshur arts community. 

(D) Directors will not be monetarily compensated for their service on the Board; however, Directors 

shall be entitled to reimbursement for their expenses as are approved in advance by the Board. 

(E) The Board shall conduct itself as a public agency, observing the requirements of open meetings 

laws, ethics acts, and other directives the City of Buckhannon is required to observe. The Board may 

establish its own rules of procedure, including setting the frequency of its meetings (which frequency shall 

be no less than annually), provided that those rules are written and are ratified by the City Council. The 

Board may establish its own committees as it deems necessary and proper. 

 ARTICLE II – DUTIES OF THE BOARD: 

(A) The Board shall establish policies with respect to the use of the Colonial Theatre, including policies 

regarding usage fees, priorities of use, the establishment of form agreements, and operating guidelines; 

Provided, that the City of Buckhannon will have first priority in use of the Colonial Theatre, and will be 

exempt from the payment of any facility rental fees. Policies adopted or modified by the Board shall be 

subject to the approval or ratification of the City Council, which approval or ratification may be by motion 

and recorded in the minutes of the Council. 

(B) The Board may recommend to the City Council such matters, such as the hiring of full- and part-

time staff and capital improvements, that it may deem advisable. The City Council reserves to itself the 

power to approve or disapprove such recommendations. 



(C) The City of Buckhannon shall approve or disapprove all expenditures for the Colonial Theatre, and 

all revenue generated by the Board’s operation of the Theatre shall be remitted to the City of Buckhannon. 

(D) The Board may negotiate agreements with donors, which agreements may include the right of a 

donor to direct the naming of facilities within the Theatre pursuant to the terms thereof; however, any such 

donor agreement is subject to the approval of the City Council. 

ARTICLE III - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

April 17, 2021. 

 FIRST READING:      March 4, 2021 

 SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:             March 18, 2021 
 

 
 

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 I, Randall Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 450 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on March 18, 2021. 

                                                
Randall Sanders, City Recorder 

 

 

      D.2  Buckhannon Colonial Theatre Board Appointments Approved by City Council    
 
The Buckhannon City Council held a special meeting on April 20, 2021. Motion to appoint the 

following to the Buckhannon Colonial Theatre Board: 

• Randy Sanders  City of Buckhannon 

• Alisa Lively  Former member of ART26201 & Dean of Students, WVWC 

• Keith Buchanan  BCT Past Executive Producer 

• Erika Klie Kolenich BCT Past Executive Producer 

• John Waltz  ART26201 & BCT Executive Producer 



 

 

 



 

E.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or vote: 

       E.1  Discussion/possible adoption to establish Rules of Procedures for the Colonial 

Theatre Board 

Board Members discussed appointment of officers.  City Attorney O’Neill recommended placing it 

on the agenda for the next meeting of the Board. 

Mr. Sanders asked City Architect-Bryson VanNostrand to speak on preliminary information that has 

been discussed in committee meetings. 

Mr. VanNostrand distributed the programming policy that was drafted from discussions had during 

Theatre Committee meetings. 

 



 

 

Board Members discussed the idea of having working sessions to begin development of procedures, 

goals and operations guidelines for the theatre.  

Mr. VanNostrand suggested working on the operations in sub groups. 

• Entertainment 

• The Gallery 

• The Studios in the basement 



Board Members expect several groups to utilize the facility and to look at it holistically for the 

whole community. 

There will be several details to work out as the Board meets from what to serve at the concession 

and how to schedule the uses of the building. 

There was discussion about the completion of the different areas and timelines for those.   Mr. 

VanNostrand stated that fall production in the theatre is doable.   Buckhannon Community Theatre 

would like to hold the production of Clue in the fall.  

Mr. VanNostrand reported that he has submitted another grant in the amount of $40,000 (with a 

50/50 match) but he does not have much confidence in receiving it. 

Mr. Waltz reported that BCT expects to hold productions as fund raisers. And hope to hold future 

events to draw public to Buckhannon. 

Mr. Jenkins reported on the following finances. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Mr. Sanders inquired on the cost to complete the remaining facility work.   Mr. Sanders stated that 

Council would like the costs and timelines to complete the work in the theatre.   Mr. Sanders 

stressed the importance to complete the theatre as soon as possible.  

Mr. VanNostrand feels confident that the theatre will be ready for the fall production. 

Board Members expect to meet monthly especially this year in order to work on all the aspects 

discussed tonight. 

Susan Aloi commented two topics were discussed.  Construction and Operations.  When the Board 

leaves this meeting, what are the next steps.  

The Board discussed their thoughts on how to approach the discussion in the most efficient way.  

Board Members want to hold planning and working sessions.  City Hall staff will begin scheduling 

meetings.  The general consensus is that Friday’s will be best at this time. 

F.  Board Member Comments: 

• Erika Kolenich- Very excited to be part of this group. 

 

• John Waltz- Reflected on what the building was a few years ago and where it has come since 

then.  It is a testament to all involved and very excited for Buckhannon Community Theatre 

and community. 

 

• Alisa Lively – Looks forward to the possibility of the relationship of Town and Gown 

(Wesleyan) and the Arts District in Buckhannon. 

 

 

• Keith Buchanan – Commented he recently retired.  This excites him as he sees the 

possibility of big opportunities with this facility. 

 

• Randy Sanders- Remarked on the recent displays in the gallery by the youth and was very 

impressed.  He thanked ART26201 for their contributions and help.  

 

Bryson VanNostrand-Believes others will want to be involved in the development of this project.  

Those with experience should be encouraged to be involved.  

There being no further business to be transacted, motion Waltz/Lively to adjourn the 

meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

 Assistant Recorder Amberle Jenkins                     ______________________________________________ 


