STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:
A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 7:00pm
in City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):
Mayor
City Recorder
Council Member
Council Member
Council Member
Council Member
Council Member
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance
City Attorney
BPD
Director of Public Works
Channel 3
Channel 3
MyBuckhannon.com
Record Delta

Robbie Skinner
Randy Sanders
Mary Albaugh
Pam Bucklew
Jack Reger
CJ Rylands
David Thomas
Amberle Jenkins
Tom O’Neill
Chief Matthew Gregory
Jerry Arnold
Dennis Cortes
Rodney Irvin
Katie Kuba
Macie Queen

Present
Present
Present
Absent
Present – by phone
Present
Present
Present
Present
Absent
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Guests: Todd Dingess, CPA -Smith Cochran Hicks PLLC; Dr. Sara Stankus, Dr. Debra Harrison, Eddie Vincent,
Upshur County Board of Education; Carey Wagner, Elkins Road PSD; Robert Wright; Roger Ward, Hodgesville
PSD; Carolyn Douglas; Linzy Wilson; Lindsey Woody; Sharon McNemar; Joyce Ann Law; Leo Lodecono; Don
Nestor; Erasmo Rizo, Kelly Arnold, COB Water Superintendent; Dr. Timothy Reese.
To Participate in a City Council meeting participants were invited to contact us at 304-472-1651 for the GoToMeeting
link/access.

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, June 17, 2021

A.
A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON REGARDING PROPOSED ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE
NO. 451 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE: (1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207, 228, 342, 369 AND 392 OF
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW WATER RATES AND CHARGES FOR WATER
DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE WATER BOARD OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON

B.

Call to Order
B.1 Moment of Silence
B.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America
B.3 Mayor’s Greetings

C.

Recognized Guests
C.1 Todd Dingess, CPA -Smith Cochran Hicks PLLC
C.2 Upshur County Board of Education-Dr. Sara Stankus & Child Wellness & Nutrition Director Eddie

Vincent - Upshur County Summer Food Service Program
D.

Department & Board Reports
D.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold
D.2 Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins
D.3 Fire Chief- JB Kimble
D.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill

E.

Correspondence & Information
E.1 Notice of Public Hearing of the City Council RE: Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates &
Charges-June 17, 2021, at 7pm
E.2 Notice to Customers RE: Public Hearing of Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges
E.3 Mayor’s Proclamation -Pride Month
E.4 Waste, Water, Sanitary, & CPW Boards-Monthly Meeting Time Changed from 4PM to 7:30AM
E.5 City PR: Fireworks Display to be held on July 2, 2021, in conjunction with Festival Fridays Event
E.6 Notice Advertisement for Bids-Request for Professional Surveying Services for City’s Surveying Services
Project
E.7 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-April 2021
E.8 Notice of COB Police Civil Service Commission Meeting Schedule June-July 2021
E.9 FOIA Requests: Joshua Hinchman 178A Camden Ave, SmartProcure-Purchasing Orders, Anne
Chopyak-Recording of CPWB meeting 05/27/21
E.10 Email from Resident regarding fireworks display location
E.11 Vacant Building Registry 2nd Notice

F.

Consent Agenda
F.1 Approval of Minutes-Regular meeting 06/03/2021
F.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits
F.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills

G.

Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote

G.1 Approve Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges- 3rd/Final Reading
G.2 Approval Addressing/Mapping UCDA & A&T Enterprises New Access Road at Brushy Fork Industrial Park
Naming of Raella Lane
G.3 Approval Recommendation of Buckhannon Planning Commission from June 1, 2021, Special Meeting to Deny
the Request for a Zoning Change at 67 S. Kanawha Street
H. Comments and Announcements
H.1 Mary Albaugh
H.2 Pamela Bucklew
H.3 C J Rylands
H.4 David Thomas
H.5 Jack Reger
H.6 Randall Sanders
I.

Mayor’s Comments and Announcements

J.

Adjournment

Posted 06/14/2021

Next Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting Thursday, July 1, 2021

A.
A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON REGARDING
PROPOSED ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 451 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN
ORDINANCE: (1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207, 228, 342, 369 AND 392 OF THE CITY OF
BUCKHANNON, AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW WATER RATES AND CHARGES
FOR WATER DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE WATER BOARD OF THE CITY OF
BUCKHANNON
Mayor Robbie Skinner opened the Public Hearing of the Council of the City of Buckhannon
regarding the proposed adoption of Ordinance Number 451 of the City of Buckhannon, as explained
in the above heading. He then recognized Todd Dingess, CPA, of Smith Cochran Hicks PLLC whose
firm had conducted the independent audit for the City of Buckhannon Water Department.
Mr. Dingess explained that in 2013, his firm conducted a similar rate study for the City of
Buckhannon that resulted in a rate increase at that time as well. Noting that it has now 2021, it is
no surprise that another rate increase is needed to cover the cost of producing the water and
maintaining the required finances on hand to meet state regulations. As of now, the city is having a
negative cash flow from its Water Department operations, which it cannot sustain. He does
recommend that we do the rate studies more frequently.
Based on the study, it is recommended that the Water Department institute a rate increase of 25%
on its citywide customers, which means an average bill will go from $13.02 to $16.28. An average
consumer’s bill is $21.80, and this increase would increase that bill to $27.27. He pointed out that
Buckhannon’s Water Rates are very low compared to others throughout the state. Of the 367
utilities that provide water service in West Virginia, Buckhannon is ranked 33rd for lowest rates out
of 367, which means we are in the bottom 10% of all utilities. After the rate increase, the City of
Buckhannon will move to the 61st spot of the 367, which means Buckhannon will still be operating a
very efficient water department. Regarding the resale rates for the water sold to the PSDs, it is
recommended that the rate be raised from the current $1.76 per thousand gallons to $2.50 per
thousand gallons. This is a .74 increase equal to 42%. The PSC will pass that increase on to the
customers of the PSDs only on the water portion of the PSD charges.
Council member Rylands ask Mr. Dingess how we ranked with the resale rates, but Mr. Dingess did
not have those comparisons available.
The Mayor recognized Carey Wagner of the Elkins Road PSD, who explained that her PSD
customers have been calling and were confused by the difference in rates (25% for residents in the
city and 42% for the resale to the PSDs). She also feels that there was a failure with the
communications from the city to the PSDs regarding the rate study and the rate increase overall.
She directed a question toward Mr. Dingess regarding the funding of the Senate Bill 234
requirements, which discusses money that must be generated on an annual basis. Mr. Dingess
confirmed that the funding is indeed on an annual basis. Ms. Wagner also asked about the
justification for the difference in the increase between the city rates and the PSDs. Both Mr. Dingess
and Amberle Jenkins explained that the last increase for the PSDs was lower than the city
customers. Recorder Sanders asked if everyone was receiving the Water Board meeting agenda
and minutes and they verified that they were, but Carey noted that they received several emails,
and it was hard to keep track of them. Carey asked for other data that could back up the decision if
it was available and for better communications, other than emails, between the city and the PSDs in
the future.
The Mayor then recognized Roger Ward of the Hodgesville PSD. Mr. Ward expressed many of the

same concerns that Ms. Wagner had expressed. He did state that the Hodgesville PSD had
experienced the same difficulties as the city by not raising their rates appropriately and finding
themselves underfunded. This caused them to become in arrears with their payments to the city,
which they have since reduced greatly. He was concerned and disappointed with the bad press that
the Hodgesville PSD received over that issue and felt that it was unfair. Mr. Ward explained that he
was retired from a large company (Suddenlink) and he understood how difficult it is to keep all
customers informed and satisfied while maintaining adequate rates to cover the operating costs of
the operations. Council Member Thomas discussed some of the communication problems that had
previously existed with a few of the principles from the Hodgesville PSD. Further discussion took
place regarding the work that has taken place by the Hodgesville PSD to strengthen their
infrastructure and their relationship with the city. Both the Mayor and Mr. Ward agreed that it was
better to work together in a positive approach looking forward and not to look so much to the past.
Mayor Skinner asked both Mr. Ward and Carey Wagner if there was a PSD Association or if the
county PSDs ever met to discuss some of the problems and issues that are common. Ms. Wagner
said that they did have periodic meetings a few years ago and they still stay in communication with
one another. She also stated that most of them communicate but not on a regular basis. Mayor
Skinner suggested that the city invite all the PSDs to a Water Board meeting twice a year.
Dennis Cortes asked to be recognized and recommended that the city has rate increases more often
so that residents aren’t hit with large increases at one time.
Mr. Dingess complimented the City of Buckhannon for the cooperation he received during the Rate
Study and for the efficiency they exhibit in running their utilities.
Mayor Skinner asked if there were any other persons who wished to be heard. Since no one
stepped forward, Mayor Skinner asked for a motion to adjourn from the Public Meeting at 7:49PM.
Motion to adjourn from the Public Hearing was made by Thomas/Albaugh. Motion carried.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:
Emergency Meeting of City Council of Buckhannon
Pursuant to West Virginia Code §6-9A-3(h)
Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 8:00PM in Council Chambers
A. Call to Order
B. To Amend the List of City Holidays to include June 19th (Juneteenth)
C. Adjournment
Posted 06/17/2021 3:22PM

A. Call to Order - Mayor Skinner called to order an Emergency Meeting of the City Council of
Buckhannon pursuant to West Virginia Code §6-9A-3(h) to discuss one item of business, which was
amending the list of Buckhannon’s City Holidays to include June 19th (Juneteenth), which as of
today is now a federal holiday; RE: The President of the United States signed legislation today that
makes June 19th (Juneteenth) a federal holiday. He then deferred to City Attorney Tom O’Neill to
explain the recommended procedure.
B. To Amend the List of City Holidays to include June 19th (Juneteenth) - City Attorney Tom
O’Neill explained that all federal holidays that are to be observed in West Virginia are set by the
State of West Virginia and the City of Buckhannon sets its own approved holidays which normally
mirrors those of the State. It is recommended that the Council amend the City’s approved holidays
to include June 19th (Juneteenth) as an approved holiday. Council Member Rylands asked what it
costs the city for a holiday and Amby Jenkins estimated that it was between $40,000 and $50,000.
Mr. Thomas voiced his displeasure with the action taking place without notice.
Motion to amend the City’s approved holidays to include June 19th (Juneteenth) as an
approved holiday was made by Rylands/Albaugh. Motion carried with one no vote by Mr.
Thomas.
Motion to adjourn from the Emergency Meeting at 8:09PM was made by Sanders/Reger.
Motion carried with one no vote by Mr. Thomas.
B. Call to Order - Mayor Robbie Skinner then called the Regular Meeting of the Buckhannon
City Council for Thursday, June 17, 2021, to order at 8:10PM

B.1 Moment of Silence – Mayor Skinner asked all present to join him in a Moment of Silence.
B.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America - The Pledge was led by Dr. Sara
Stankus.
C. Recognized Guests
C.1 Todd Dingess, CPA -Smith Cochran Hicks PLLC - Mr. Dingess was recognized and
appeared earlier in the meeting.
C.2 Upshur County Board of Education-Dr. Sara Stankus & Child Wellness & Nutrition
Director Eddie Vincent - Upshur County Summer Food Service Program - Mayor Skinner
recognized Dr. Sara Stankus, Superintendent of the Upshur County Schools who briefed the Council
on the Summer Academy taking place throughout Upshur County. She reported that all schools are
operational with over 1,000 students participating in the program. It includes 3 days of classroom
work with the 4th day dedicated to a field trip with destinations that include Sandcastle, Pittsburgh
Zoo, and the National Forest. This is funded through the Summer Student Opportunities for
Learning and Engagement (SOLE), secured by the West Virginia Department of Education as part of
a collaborative that brings together state and local leaders working alongside key stakeholders to
design evidence-based summer programs to address the lost instructional, social, and
extracurricular time students have experienced as a result of the pandemic, especially underserved
students and those disproportionately affected by COVID-19. The BOE is also providing family
passes to both the Upshur County Recreation Park and free family season passes to the West
Virginia Wildlife Center for all Upshur County students with this funding. Dr. Harris also provided
an update on meetings that are ongoing to determine how best to use these funds to help our
students and our county.
Dr. Stankus then introduced Eddie Vincent, Director of Wellness and Child Nutrition for the Upshur
County Schools, who provided an overview of the food delivery, known as Summer Feeding.
Children under the age of 18 started receiving food boxes at the school system’s warehouse in
Tennerton every Wednesday, from 9:00AM to 3:00PM and it will continue all summer. Each child
has been able to pick up three-day boxes and five-day boxes, and now they can provide a seven-day
box. Vincent reported that Multitude Foods, which is partnered with Wendling’s, is providing these
boxes for students, and there are 14 meals in those boxes including seven breakfasts and lunches,
with milk and juice. Also, any child can come to any school (when the Summer Academy is in
session) and have a meal prepared by the cafeteria staff - Breakfast is from 9:00AM - 9:30AM and
Lunch is 12:00PM - 12:30PM.
Mr. Vincent announced that the Upshur County BOE will also have a full-time Wellness Coordinator
to work with K-12 students and staff to create individual plans to help design programs for all
students and staff members.
Council members applauded the members of the Board of Education representatives for their work.
Dennis Cortes addressed City Council and the public concerning the low attendance at the Heavner
Cemetery and he offered an invitation to Dr. Stankus to invite to students to the ceremony next year
to help boost the participation and perhaps build interest throughout the community.
D. Department & Board Reports
D.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold – Mr. Arnold was recognized by Mayor Skinner and
he presented the following report:
Director:
● Region VII has submitted both WVDOH Grant applications.
● I have been working on some restructuring of our Waste Collection Department to make us
more efficient.
Street:
● We made a minor repair to the storm sewer at 178A, Camden Avenue.
● Continue to work on the installation of sidewalks on Smithfield St.
● We continue working on the N. Kanawha St. sidewalks.
Sewer:
●

Continuing to work on the N. Spring Street project the sanitary sewer portion will be
complete in a couple weeks and then we will begin the storm sewer.

Water:
● Replaced leaking valves in the master meter pits.
● Repaired a leak on Smithfield Street.
Waste:
●
●
●

Jeff Wamsley retired on June 4th and I will be assuming his job responsibilities.
We continue to be plagued by truck and equipment breakdowns.
We will be scheduling a significant repair project to our Transfer Station structure over the
next couple months

Engineer:
●

●

●
●

●

●

US EPA Risk Assessment and Emergency Response Plan – Submitted the R&R Plan on June
11, 2021. JH Consulting will need to be authorized to begin the preparation, and then submit,
the Emergency Response Plan on behalf of the Water Department prior to December 10,
2021. The R&R and EOP plans are required because of the America’s Water Infrastructure
Act (AWIA).
FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 2 – Manual transfer switches (MTS) and 200A
plug receptacles have been delivered to Contractor. Work to begin on Contact No. 10 (MTS)
within the next week.
FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – Still waiting on FEMA Region III decision
as to whether the additional $250,000.00 request will be granted.
Elizabeth J. “Binky” Poundstone Riverwalk Trail Extension No. 4 – Nothing new to report. I
will begin design / engineering / surveying on this phase of the project once the City Hall Roof
Replacement Project’s Bid Package is completed. Will begin working on the engineering
design phase of the project late 2Q 2021 / early 3Q 2021 and I anticipate construction
activities beginning either late 2021 or early 2022
City Hall Roof Replacement – I began working on the specifications required for the Project
on June 14, 2021. I will begin working on the design drawings once the specifications are
complete.
WVWC Solar Array Project – Working with the college’s engineering firm on utility and solar
array layout. Looking at alternatives to possible solar array alternatives that may come into
play based upon the location of existing utilities in the area.

D.2

Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins – Amby Jenkins provided the following report:

D.3 Police Chief- Matthew Gregory - Chief Gregory was absent so The Mayor reviewed the
following department report on his behalf:

D.4 City Attorney - Tom O’Neill – Mr. O’Neill deferred his comment until the Strategic
Issues for Discussion and/or Vote section of the meeting.
E. Correspondence & Information – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council:
E.1 Notice of Public Hearing of the City Council RE: Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates
& Charges-June 17, 2021, at 7PM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF BUCKHANNON AND OF PROPOSED ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE
BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON
TO:

All customers of the City of Buckhannon Water Board
Pursuant to Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b of the West Virginia Code, as amended, notice is

hereby given to all customers of the City of Buckhannon Water Board that the Council of the City of
Buckhannon proposes the third (3rd) reading and adoption of Ordinance No. 451 of the City of Buckhannon,
the subject matter and general title of which more particularly appears in said Ordinance as “ORDINANCE
NO. 451 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE: (1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207,
228, 342, 369 AND 392 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW
WATER RATES AND CHARGES FOR WATER DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE WATER
BOARD OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON”.
A public hearing on Ordinance No. 451 will be held by the Council of the City of Buckhannon on
Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. o’clock at Buckhannon City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon,
Upshur County, West Virginia. The City Council proposes the third (3 rd) reading, passage and adoption of
Ordinance No. 451 during the regularly scheduled City Council meeting to be held on Thursday, June 17,
2021 immediately following the adjournment of the aforesaid public hearing, also to be held at Buckhannon
City Hall. A reasonable number of copies of the proposed Ordinance No. 451 are on file at City Hall. Any
member of the public may inspect Ordinance No. 451 during the regular business hours of City Hall.
All interested persons may appear at the public hearing on June 17, 2021 and be heard with respect
to the proposed adoption of Ordinance No. 451. The proposed effective date of Ordinance No. 451 is August
1, 2021.
Thomas J. O’Neill, City Attorney
RD Publish June 8, 2021

E.2 Notice to Customers RE: Public Hearing of Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates &
Charges
June 4, 2021
«Name»
«Address_Attention»
«Address_1»
«City» «State» «Zip»
«Account»
Notice to Customers of the Water Board-City of Buckhannon
The City of Buckhannon will hold a hearing before the final vote on a proposed ordinance, the
principle object of which is the increase of water rates for customers of the water system operated by
the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon. The title of such ordinance is “ORDINANCE NO. 451 OF
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE: (1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207, 228, 342, 369

AND 392 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW WATER RATES
AND CHARGES FOR WATER DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE WATER BOARD OF THE CITY OF
BUCKHANNON.
The final vote on adoption of said proposed ordinance shall be held in the Council Chambers of the
City of Buckhannon, 70 E Main St, Buckhannon, WV on June 17, 2021 at seven o’clock (7:00) pm. Note
that this is a rescheduled hearing due to an error with a previous publication notice.
Interested parties may appear and be heard at such time with respect to the passage of the proposed
ordinance. Copies of the proposed ordinance are available at City Hall in Buckhannon.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR WATER SERVICE:
A rate increase is necessary in order to stay current with the rising costs of maintenance and operations
of our water system, and to meet the mandates required by legislative WV Code 24-1-1(k) to maintain
working capital funds.
The last water rate increase was in November 2016, which addressed plant infrastructure such as
settlement basin, a monitoring system, new radio-read meters, and a new water tank on Victoria Hill.
The Buckhannon water plant is classified as a Class 4 plant, as determined by the complexity of the
water treatment plant along with population area served. The population base must also include the
areas served by the Public Service Districts. There are approximately fifteen (15) Class 4 water plants in
the state. Class 4 water plants require operators to also be rated a Class 4 designation to oversee plant
water distribution. Attracting and retaining Class 4 water plant operators has become increasingly
difficult due to neighboring water systems, some privatized, offering higher wages. As a result, we had
to become more competitive with salaries of order Class 4 water systems.
Prior to the proposed rate increase, the Buckhannon Water Board is ranked as the 33rd lowest cost-toconsumer water system out of 367 total systems in the state according to the Public Service
Commission, based on a usage amount of 3,400 gallons/month. If this increase is approved, the
Buckhannon Water Board will rank as the 61st lowest cost-to-consumer water system in the state. This
means Buckhannon will remain one of the most affordable water systems in the state. A list of water
system rankings for the entire state can be found on the Public Service Commission website:
www.psc.state.wv.us.
An independent water rate study was also conducted to verify the need for this proposed rate increase.
A 25% rate increase is proposed for residential and commercial water customers of the Buckhannon
Water Board. *See chart below for example of rate breakdown.
The current water rate for minimum 2,000 gallons/month is $13.02.
The proposed water rate for minimum 2,000 gallons/month is $16.28.
This is a difference of $3.26/month (excluding the $0.07 utility tax differential).
A 42% water rate increase is proposed for resale customers (Public Service Districts who purchase water
at a wholesale rate from the Buckhannon Water Board). The current rate is $1.76/thousand, and the
proposed water rate would be $2.50/thousand gallons.
To be clear, ONLY the water portion of the utility bill you receive is being addressed for this increase:

Here is an example of minimum utility bill within city limits
WATER
$13.02
Sewer
$24.12
Waste
$18.23
Fuel Surcharge (waste)
$0.72
Fire Fee
$3.00
Police Fee
$1.50
Utility Tax
$1.10
TOTAL
$61.69

After increase
$16.28
$24.12
$18.23
$0.72
$3.00
$1.50
$1.17
$65.02 ($3.33 difference)

Please note: Each line item rate you see above MUST ONLY contribute to its respective
Board/service. This means the Waste, Sewer, and other restricted fees and taxes, such as Fire
and Police, CANNOT be used to fund any other operation within the City of Buckhannon except
for their designated services. General fund capital improvement projects are NEVER funded
through monies received for utility services. The Water, Sewer, and Waste funds are all
managed separately. They CANNOT be intermingled, nor can they fund any other municipal
project or operation.
If you have any questions, please contact Buckhannon City Hall at (304) 472-1430.
Water Board- City of Buckhannon
70 E Main St Buckhannon, WV 26201 304-472-1430
E.3 Mayor’s Proclamation -Pride Month
Mayor’s Proclamation
WHEREAS, the events that unfolded in the early morning hours of June 28, 1969, at the historic Stonewall
Inn in New York City, began a movement that would change the social justice landscape in America, and
around the world; and,
WHEREAS, June 28, 2021, marks the 52nd anniversary of the beginning of the Stonewall uprising in the
Greenwich Village neighborhood of Manhattan, New York, and consequently, also the 52nd anniversary of
the birth of the LGBTQ movement; and,
WHEREAS, the month of June is therefore recognized each year as “Pride Month,” celebrating diversity
and inclusion of ALL human beings throughout our world; and,
WHEREAS, Buckhannon and Upshur County value and appreciate the significant contributions made by
members of the LGBTQ community, who help to create a strong, vibrant, and attractive city and county for
residents and visitors alike to enjoy; and,
WHEREAS, the fabric of our community is strengthened by the values of inclusion, justice, diversity,
acceptance, love, and kindness, not only during this month of remembrance, patronage, and recognition,
but throughout each month and year; and,
WHEREAS, “Pride Month” affirms that members of the LGBTQ community should be celebrated for who
they are, and take pride in their identities and the value they bring to our community, and beyond; and,
WHEREAS, on May 2, 2013, the Buckhannon City Council adopted a resolution declaring that the City
government will never discriminate against its employees or its citizens on the basis of sexual orientation
and/or gender identity; and,
WHEREAS, I, as Mayor of the City of Buckhannon, affirm and ratify this resolution, and declare that the
City of Buckhannon continues its long-standing legacy as a place where ALL are welcome, where ALL are
protected, and where ALL are valued in the lawful exercise of their rights, privileges, and immunities as
citizens of this City, the State of West Virginia, and the United States of America.
NOW, therefor I, Robert Neal Skinner, III, do hereby PROCLAIM and DECLARE, that the City of
Buckhannon officially recognizes the month of June as “Pride Month” throughout our community as we
celebrate diversity, acceptance, and inclusion; given under my hand & the official seal of the City of
Buckhannon, this 4th day of June, 2021.
Robert Neal Skinner, III
Mayor, City of Buckhannon
E.4 Waste, Water, Sanitary, & CPW Boards-Monthly Meeting Time Changed from 4PM
to 7:30AM
E.5 City PR: Fireworks Display to be held on July 2, 2021, in conjunction with Festival
Fridays Event
June 17, 2021, BUCKHANNON, WV: Buckhannon Mayor Robbie Skinner announced that the Fireworks

Celebration is planned, in conjunction with Create Buckhannon’s Festival Fridays Event, for Friday, July
2, 2021! The Mayor has been in contact with Council Member Pam Bucklew, who chairs these types of
special events for the City, and Amberle Jenkins, the City’s Finance Director, to make sure that this year’s
event goes off without a hitch.
He has also directed the City to work with Create Buckhannon, the organizers of Festival Fridays, who will
be presenting the Top 40 & Variety Group Stonestreet as the headliners in Jawbone Park for the evening
festivities that will include the popular Farmers Market and a wide array of local vendors.
The public is invited to attend this free event and enjoy all that Festival Fridays has to offer and we
encourage them to make their way up onto Main Street at dusk to have a great view of the fireworks
display that will be staged behind Walgreens and Premier Bank. Great viewing will be available from
many areas of the downtown, particularly around the Upshur County Courthouse, Community Bank,
Walgreens, CVS, etc.
For Media, contact:
Randy Sanders
City of Buckhannon, WV
City Recorder & Information Coordinator
Chairman of WAMSB 2023 Organizing Committee
City Hall - 304/472-1651 Ext: 1052
Cell - 304/472-4026

E.6 Notice Advertisement for Bids-Request for Professional Surveying Services for
City’s Surveying Services Project
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF BUCKHANNON
REQUEST FOR PROFESSIONAL SURVEYING SERVICES FOR
MULTIPLE FEMA SITES AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF HORIZONTAL & VERTICAL CONTROL BENCHMARKS
The City of Buckhannon (City) will accept sealed bids for the City’s Surveying Services Project, hereinafter referred
to as the Project, which includes providing professional surveying services, the physical surveying of fifteen (15)
properties, the setting of iron pins at each property corner (where applicable), the preparation and execution of all
survey plats, the establishment of three (3) horizontal & vertical control benchmarks and all other tasks identified in
the Request for Professional Surveying Services Letter necessary for the completion of the Project, until 1:30 PM EST
on July 1, 2021 at City Hall, at which time all received bids will be opened and publicly read aloud.
At a minimum, the Project shall consist of the following:
1.

The successful Bidder shall ensure that all horizontal data shall be provided in NAD83 WV South State Plane
Coordinates and the vertical datum, where applicable, shall be provided in NAVD 88, Geoid 12B or the latest
Geoid format.

2.

The successful Bidder shall prepare, execute and stamp (by a Professional Surveyor) all site surveys plats, which
shall include all metes & bounds, that shall be submitted to the City in a format that will allow the City to record
the executed & stamped site survey plats at the Upshur County Courthouse.

3.

The successful Bidder shall submit all site surveys to the City in an AutoCAD .dwg file format, or other CADDbased file formats acceptable to the City Engineer, for use by the City as detailed in Item No. 4 below. The site
surveys of each survey site shall contain the following:
a.
b.
c.

GPS coordinates of each property corner,
Northing and Easting coordinates of each property corner,
The elevation at each property corner.

4.

The successful Bidder shall submit the electronic site surveys in a format so that each respective site survey is
“situated” in the West Virginia South State Plane Coordinates System so that it can be directly inserted into the
City’s existing electronic mapping without additional data manipulation by the City.

5.

It is understood that the City hereby grants, or shall obtain written authorization (if the site is not owned by the
City) that permission has been duly granted for a Right-of-Entry by the successful Bidder, agents, staff,
consultants and subcontractors for the purpose of conducting the field surveying services phase to the Project.

6.

The successful Bidder shall provide the necessary office services and Court House research of each property to
be surveyed.

7.

The successful Bidder shall provide the necessary field services of the property be surveyed.

8.

The successful Bidder shall be responsible for the setting of iron pins, to be set in concrete, at all property corners
where no iron pins exist.

9.

The successful Bidder shall be responsible for the preparation of a Description of Survey for all surveyed sites,
complete with metes & bounds.

It should be noted that all fees, including but not limited to hotel costs (upon written approval from the City),
mileage, administration fees, equipment fees, per diem and/or any other miscellaneous charges shall be included in
the Base Bid (Items A. through Q.).
The Request for Professional Surveying Services Letter may be obtained from the City Engineer for the City of
Buckhannon, located at 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201 upon request and shall be provided
in electronic PDF format. The Request for Professional Surveying Services Letter shall be available on June 10, 2021.
All clarifications, questions or comments regarding the contents of the Request for Professional Surveying Services
Letter shall be submitted in writing and either mailed or faxed to the address below or emailed to
jay.hollen@buckhannonwv.org. No clarifications and questions will be accepted after 4:00 PM EST on June 21, 2021.
For the purpose of this Project, the Official Bid Form shall be used when submitting a bid. In addition, the Prospective
Bidder’s Professional Surveyor license (and/or certification) shall be submitted with the Official Bid Form. Failure to
use the Official Bid Form or failure to provide the Professional Surveyor License may result in the bid being considered
non-responsive and rejected.
Submitted bids received by the City may not be withdrawn for a period of (60) days.
All sealed bids shall have the following information in the lower-left corner for the bid:
Contract No. 1 – Professional Surveying Services Bid
“Name and Address of Bidder”
Each sealed bid shall may either be hand delivered or mailed to the following address:
Mr. James S. Hollen, III, PE - City Engineer
City of Buckhannon
70 East Main Street
Buckhannon, WV 26201
The Director of Public Works and the City Engineer shall evaluate all bids received based upon price, conformance
to the Request for Professional Surveying Services Letter, customer satisfaction, service availability and general
suitability for the intended use.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to award the Project to a Bidder other than the Apparent Low
Bidder and to waive any informality in bidding. The City also reserves the right to reject any and all bids that are not
in the best interest of the City. In addition, the City reserves the right to terminate the Contracts at any time due to
noncompliance with the Request for Professional Surveying Services Letter.
Honorable Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor-City of Buckhannon
RD Run 6/10/21 & 6/17/21

E.7 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-April 2021
•
•
•

Cats brought in by City Trapper
Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer
Cats brought in by County Residents

5
3
45

•
•
•

Dogs picked up by Animal Control Officer
Animals returned to Owner by ACO
Animals delivered to LUACF

7
4
27

E.8 Notice of COB Police Civil Service Commission Meeting Schedule June-July 2021

Meeting Notice of the City of Buckhannon
Police Civil Service Commission
•

Police Civil Service Commission- 6:00 PM on Friday, July 30, 2021 in Council Chambers: The purpose
of the meeting to review the applications and notify eligible applicants to proceed to the next phase
of testing.

•

Police Civil Service Commission- 9:00 AM on Saturday, August 14, 2021 at the West Virginia
Wesleyan College Track at 59 College Avenue Buckhannon, WV 26201: The purpose of the meeting
to administer the physical agility examination to the candidates for a List of Eligible for the position
of Probationary Police Officer.

•

Police Civil Service Commission- 1:00 PM on Saturday, August 14, 2021 in Council Chambers: The
purpose of the meeting is to administer the written examination to the advancing candidates for a
List of Eligible for the position of Probationary Police Officer.

E.9 FOIA Requests: Joshua Hinchman 178A Camden Ave, SmartProcure-Purchasing
Orders, Anne Chopyak-Recording of CPWB meeting 05/27/21
I would like to make a FOIA Public records request.
I would like copies of the pictures taken of the storm drain work and sink hole work/repair that was
done on and behind the property of 178 A Camden Ave.
I would like the date of installation of the storm drain in alley behind the property of 178 A Camden
Ave. Reasoning of installation and any studies or research for flooding and potential property damage
done before installation of said storm drain.
I would like a copy of the City of Buckhannon's insurance showing coverage of utility infrastructure
including city storm water systems, water systems, and waste water systems. Information showing if
the cities insurance covers property damage, personal injury and/or death of persons from said
systems.
I would like to receive this information free of charge. I am available to pick this information up in
person at the Buckhannon City Hall.
Contact information is email- Jhinchman@lewiscountywv.org
Joshua Hinchman
Director
Lewis Co Park
304-439-4859 Cell

cell phone-304-439-4859

E.10 Email from Resident regarding fireworks display location

E.11 Vacant Building Registry 2nd Notice
CUSTOMER
ST
BUCKHANNON WV 26201

06/11/2021
2ND NOTICE
Lien will be filed for nonresponsive property owners.

Re:
Dear Property Owner:
Be advised that our records reflect your ownership of the above-referenced property located within the corporate limits of the City of
Buckhannon. As you may be aware, the City of Buckhannon amended a Vacant Building Registry Ordinance that went into effect on
October 3, 2015. A copy of this ordinance is attached hereto for your immediate reference. The ordinance defines a “vacant building”
as a “building or other structure that has been unoccupied for six months or longer, or unsecured and occupied by one or more
unauthorized persons for six months or longer.” Be advised that the utilization of residential property for storage will not exempt the
owner from vacant building registration.
This ordinance was enacted so that the City can properly monitor vacant buildings for code violations, health hazards and potential
public safety and possible criminal activity that is often associated with long-term vacant structures. If you dispute ownership of the
subject property or deny that said property is vacant, please advise this office at once so that we may correct our records.
In accordance with City of Buckhannon Ordinance 367 article III and Ordinance 394 all vacant buildings must be registered with the
City of Buckhannon within six months of becoming vacant. A Vacant Building Registration Form is also attached for your use. This
form must be returned to this office along with the appropriate fee no later than October 2, 2020. As indicated on the form, annual
fees will be assessed each year on the anniversary date of the property being registered as vacant. Failure to pay these fees may result
in a civil action being pursued against the property owner and potentially a lien being placed against the property.
You are directed to pay to the order of the City of Buckhannon the amount of $200.00 for the assessment year of 08/01/2020, due by
October 2, 2020.
Please understand that the objective of the Vacant Building Registry is not to extract additional fees from property owners but
rather to insure that all costs associated with addressing said buildings are borne by the appropriate party, that being the property
owner. Ultimately the City of Buckhannon would like to see all vacant properties returned to viable use.
Should you have any questions or comments in regard to this letter or would like to discuss the matter further, please feel free to
contact me upon receipt of this letter.
Sincerely,
Vincent Smith, Building Enforcement Officer

F.

Consent Agenda

75128
75129
75130
75131
75132
75133
75134
75135
75136

75137
75138
75139
75140
75141
75142
75088

Martha Suttle
45 W Victoria St
Dan Car Inc
120 Railroad Ave
David Fultz
35 W Lincoln St
Abel Insurance
172 S Kanawha St
Tommy Thompson
109 Randolph St
Clayton Pitts
71 S Florida St
Erica Gladwell
30 College Ave
Jake Anderegg
211 Randolph St
Kimberly Grogg
22 Boggess St
Stephanie Warner
176 Fayette St
Elizabeth Terry
123 E Main St
Tina Rodrigue
88 Barbour St
Centennial Motel
22 N Locust St
Tim Wamsley
217 Randolph St
Gail Lynn Oldaker
27 Reger Ave
Rx Remedies Inc
29 Armory Rd

Dan Neel Fence Co 4' Hgt Chainlink Fence
19'x20' Carport
Self
Install French Drains
Self
Caseyearl's LLC
Powers
Construction

Replacement Windows
60"x48" Two sided
Pedestal Signage

$3,000.00

$33.00

X

$1,700.00

$18.70

X

$600.00

$10.00

$1,050.00

$15.00

X

X

X

$5,500.00

$60.50

X

Ultimate Roofing

Re- Roof Shingles
Re- Roof Shingles
Gutters

$16,000.00

$176.00

X

Ultimate Roofing

Gutters

$2,000.00

$22.00

Alpha Electric

Re- Roof Shingles

$4,000.00

$44.00

Self

8'x10' Storage Building

$389.00

$10.00

X

$2,000.00

$22.00

X

50' Extension to Existing
4' Chainlink Fence
Electrical Upgrade &
Worry Free Electric
Rewire
Self

Richard Myers
Woody Home
Improvement
Self

Electrical Upgrade
Re-Roof Metal over
Shingle
Re-Roof Metal over
Shingle

Self
City Window
Construction

12'x24' Storage Buidling
Phase II Change Order
on Permit 75088

TOTAL

F.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills

$8,500.00

B2 $100.00

$2,000.00

B2 $100.00
$158.95

$2,700.00

$29.70

$7,200.00

$79.20

$3,169,688.00

X
X

X

X

$18,700.00

$3,094,349.00

Elev. Certificate
Non Conversion Use
Historic District

Building
Value

Zoning
Asbestos
Flood Zone

Description of Work
to be Performed

Total Building Fees Paid

Contractor

Total Electrical Fees Paid

Submitted By and Location

Electrical Code

Permit Number

F.1 Approval of Minutes-Regular meeting 06/03/2021
F.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits

X

X

$10,330.23 X

$200.00 $11,009.28

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Albaugh/Rylands. Motion carried.
G. Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote:
G.1 Approve Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges- 3rd/Final Reading - City
Attorney Tom O’Neill presented Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges to the Council for
its 3rd and final reading.
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges on its 3rd and final reading
was made by Thomas/Reger. Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 451 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE:
(1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207, 228, 342, 369 AND 392 OF THE CITY OF
BUCKHANNON, AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW WATER RATES AND
CHARGES FOR WATER DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE
WATER BOARD OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON
WHEREAS, the current rates and charges of the Water Board of the City of
Buckhannon for providing water distribution services as were previously adopted by City
Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, and 392 are presently insufficient to maintain the
high quality of water distribution services offered by the Board and City to the residents
of Buckhannon and surrounding Upshur County; and,
WHEREAS, the Board and City have not sought a water rate increase since 2016;
and,
WHEREAS, the Board and City’s cost of providing water distribution services has
increased substantially since 2016; and,
WHEREAS, the City’s opportunities to improve and maintain its water distribution
operations are substantially impeded given current revenues realized from the collection
of current rates and charges; and,
WHEREAS, the Public Service Commission of West Virginia has imposed new
requirements on water systems related to financial reserves; and,

WHEREAS, the Buckhannon municipal water system’s rates are currently within
the top ten percent of the most affordable water rates in the State of West Virginia, with
a ranking of 33rd out of the 367 water systems in the State of West Virginia; and,
WHEREAS, the Board and the City recently requested Smith, Cochran, Hicks,
P.L.L.C., Certified Public Accountants of Charleston, West Virginia, to perform an
independent rate study, which study was undertaken with recommendations being
submitted to the Board and City, all as is evidenced by that certain written report dated
April 8, 2021, tendered to both the Board and City; and,
WHEREAS, the Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report was presented by Todd F. Dingess,
Certified Public Accountant with Smith, Cochran, Hicks, and discussed by the Water
Board during a regularly convened, public meeting of the Board on April 8, 2021, the
report urging the Board and City to adopt the rates recommended therein; and,
WHEREAS, the Water Board formally resolved during its regularly convened
meeting of April 8, 2021 to immediately recommend to the City Council that the City
increase Buckhannon’s rates and charges for water distribution services pursuant to the
aforesaid report of Smith, Cochran, Hicks, said proposed rate and charge schedule being
hereinafter described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof; and,
WHEREAS, the recommended rates, if adopted, would result in the Board’s rates
ranking 61st least expensive out of the 367 water systems in the State of West Virginia;
and,
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon is authorized pursuant to the
statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, and Chapter 24, Article 2, Section
4b of the West Virginia Code, as amended, to impose by ordinance upon the users of
water distribution services, such reasonable rates, fees and charges as shall be collected
in the manner specified by ordinance; and,
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon deems the rates and charges
proposed by the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon, and as are set out in the
aforesaid April 8, 2021 Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report, and further which rates and charges
are described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof, to be just and reasonable; and,
WHEREAS, in addition to the newly proposed rates and charges included in the
aforesaid Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report, the Water Board further moved to recommend
the establishment of or increases in various administrative fees; and,
WHEREAS, the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Paragraph
(1), and Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code, as amended,
specifically provide that the collection of fees of any kind by a municipality shall be by
ordinance; and,
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply
with the statutes of the State of West Virginia and further with the administrative rules and
regulations of the Public Service Commission of West Virginia, hereinafter referred to as
“PSC,” insofar as the establishment of new water distribution rates and charges is
concerned.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL: The Council of the City of Buckhannon
hereby makes the following findings:
(1) The current rates and charges of the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon
for providing water distribution services as were previously adopted by City Ordinances
No. 207, 228, 342, 369, and 392 are now, based upon the increased costs of providing
services, insufficient to maintain the high quality of water distribution services offered by
the Board and City to the residents of Buckhannon and surrounding Upshur County;
(2) The Board and City have not sought a water rate increase since 2016;
(3) The Board and City’s cost of providing water distribution services has increased
substantially since 2016;
(4) The Board and City’s opportunities to improve and maintain the City’s water
distribution operations are substantially impeded given current revenues realized from the
collection of current rates and charges;
(5) In addition to increased costs in providing water distribution services, the Board
has committed various repairs, upgrades, and other expansion and improvements to the
City of Buckhannon’s Water Plant and water distribution system;
(6) Following the Board and City’s request, Smith, Cochran, Hicks, P.L.L.C.,
Certified Public Accountants conducted an independent rate study respecting
Buckhannon’s water distribution operations, with findings and recommendations being
set forth in a written report dated April 8, 2021;
(7) The Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report was presented by Todd F. Dingess, certified
public accountant, during a regularly convened, public meeting of the Water Board also
conducted on April 8, 2021;
(8) The Board formally moved and resolved during its April 8, 2021 meeting to
recommend to the City Council that the City accept all rate recommendations of Smith,
Cochran, Hicks, and that the City increase its rates and charges for water distribution
services pursuant to the proposed rate and charge schedule described and set forth
pursuant to Article II hereof;
(9) The Council considered the Board’s recommendation together with the Smith,
Cochran, Hicks’ report during its regularly convened public meeting on April 15, 2021,
and directed the drafting of the necessary authorizing Ordinance;
(10) The Council of the City of Buckhannon is authorized pursuant to the statutory
provisions of Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, and Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b of
the West Virginia Code, as amended, to impose by ordinance upon the users of water
distribution services such reasonable rates, fees, and charges as shall be collected in the
manner specified in the ordinance;
(13) The Council of the City of Buckhannon deems all rates and charges proposed
by the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon to be just and reasonable;

(14) The statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Subsection (1),
and Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code, as amended, specifically
provide that the collection of fees of any kind by a municipality shall be by ordinance; and,
(15) The Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with
all applicable statutes of the State of West Virginia and the rules and regulations of the
PSC insofar as the establishment of new water distribution rates and charges is
concerned.

ARTICLE II - RATE AND CHARGE SCHEDULE: The following rates and charges
shall be paid for water distribution services offered by the Water Board of the City of
Buckhannon, upon this Ordinance’s effectuation (Note: paragraphs #(1) through (6)
below, for all of current rates and post-August 1, 2021 rates, are monthly charges):

TYPE OF CUSTOMER/SERVICE

CURRENT RATE (pre-August 1, 2021)

(1) Users of 0 – 2,000 gallons of water:

$6.51 / 1,000 gallons

(2) Users of 2,000 – 14,000 gallons of water:

$6.27 / 1,000 gallons

(3) Users of 14,000 – 50,000 gallons of water:

$5.62 / 1,000 gallons

(4) Users of more than 50,000 gallons of water:

$2.59 / 1,000 gallons

(5) Minimum Monthly bill according to size of meter installed:
(a) 5/8” meter or less

$13.02

(b) 3/4” meter

$19.53

(c) 1” meter

$32.55

(d) 1&1/2” meter

$65.10

(e) 2” meter

$104.16

(f) 3” meter

$195.30

(g) 4” meter

$325.50

(h) 6” meter

$651.00

NOTE: No minimum bill will be rendered for less than $13.02 which is equivalent to 2,000
gallons of water used.
(6) Resale Customer(s):

Resale customers shall pay a rate of
$1.76/1,000 gallons regardless as to
quantity of gallons of consumed and
regardless as to number of meters.

(7) Delayed Payment Penalty:

*See note below.

(8)Tap/service connection fee:

**3/4” = $750.00
1” = $1,000.00
Larger than 1” = at actual installation
cost. Tap fees for fire service protection
shall be the Board’s actual cost of
materials and labor to bring the
connection to the customer’s property
line as set forth in the WV PSC’s rules
and regs.

(9) Disconnection/Reconnection service charge:

$50.00 per occurrence will be
charged whenever the water is
turned off for violations of rules,
non-payment of bills or at the
request of the customer for
maintenance on the customer’s side
of the meter.

(10) Returned Check Charge:

***See note below.

(11) Leak adjustment:

****$0.29/1,000 gallons

(12) Security Deposit:

Not to exceed two-twelfths (2/12) of the
annual estimated charge for residential
service, or one-sixth (1/6) of annual
estimated charge for commercial
service, or $50.00 whichever is greater.

(13) Private hydrant/fire protection fee:

$10.00 per month per hydrant and
$10.00 per fire service connection 4” or
less. The monthly rate for each fire
service connection greater than 4” is
$20.00.

(14) Meter & associated components damaged
by customer (includes radio read components):

At actual repair & installation cost.

(15) Re-reading of meter at customer request: $25.00
Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to re-read the customer’s water meter
if the customer believes the meter reading was inaccurate. Any customer may request a
meter re-reading once every 12 months at no charge to the customer. If any customer
requests additional re-readings within any 12 month period, and the re-reading or rereadings substantiate that the initial reading was accurate, the customer then shall be
charged $25.00 for each additional re-reading. The customer shall not be charged if the
initial reading is determined to have been inaccurate by more than five percent (5%).
(16) Meter test

$75.00

Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to test the customer’s water meter to
determine the meter’s accuracy. The customer shall pay $75.00 for the meter test in
advance of the test. In accordance with Rule 6.5 of the PSC’s Water Rules, if upon
testing, the meter is determined to be more than two percent (2%) average in error, the
meter test fee shall be promptly refunded to the customer. If the meter is not found to be
more than two percent (2%) in error, the City shall retain the meter test fee advanced by
the customer for the test.
(17) Meter reinstallation

$100.00

Note: In any event when a water meter is removed by the Water Board to prevent a
customer from unlawfully obtaining water following a customer’s service being
disconnected by the Water Board for customer non-payment, the customer shall pay a
water reinstallation fee of $100.00 before the meter is reinstalled and water service is
reinstated. This fee shall be in addition to any other reconnection fees.
*Delayed Payment Penalty - The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full
when due, ten percent (10%) will be added to the net current amount unpaid. This
delayed payment penalty is not interest and is to be collected only once for each bill where
it is appropriate.

**Tap/service connection fee - This tap fee will be charged to all customers who apply for
service outside of a certificate proceeding before the PSC for each new tap to the service.

***Returned check charge - A service charge equal to the actual bank fee assessed but
not to exceed $25.00 will be imposed upon any customer whose check for payment of
charges is returned by the customer’s bank due to insufficient funds.

****Leak adjustment - This amount shall be used when a bill reflects unusual consumption
which can be attributed to eligible leakage on the customer’s side of the meter. This rate
shall be applied to all such consumption above the customer’s historical usage.

TYPE OF CUSTOMER/SERVICE

NEW RATE (effective August 1, 2021)

(1) Users of 0 – 2,000 gallons of water:

$8.14 / 1,000 gallons (increase)

(2) Users of 2,000 – 14,000 gallons of water:

$7.84 / 1,000 gallons (increase)

(3) Users of 14,000 – 50,000 gallons of water:

$7.03 / 1,000 gallons (increase)

(4) Users of more than 50,000 gallons of water:

$3.24 / 1,000 gallons (increase)

(5) Minimum Monthly bill according to size of meter installed:
(a) 5/8” meter or less

$16.28 (increase)

(b) 3/4” meter

$24.41 (increase)

(c) 1” meter

$40.69 (increase)

(d) 1&1/2” meter

$81.38 (increase)

(e) 2” meter

$130.20 (increase)

(f) 3” meter

$244.13 (increase)

(g) 4” meter

$406.88 (increase)

(h) 6” meter

$813.75 (increase)

NOTE: No minimum bill will be rendered for less than $16.28 which is equivalent to 2,000
gallons of water used.
(6) Resale Customer(s):

Resale customers shall pay a rate of
$2.50/1,000 gallons regardless as to
quantity of gallons of consumed and
regardless as to number of meters.
(increase)

(7) Bulk Water Customer(s):

Bulk water customers shall pay the
greater of the rate appearing above per
thousand gallons purchased, or $25.00.
(new)

(8) Delayed Payment Penalty*:

See note below.

(9) Tap/service connection fee**:

3/4” = $750.00 (unchanged)
1” = $1,000.00 (unchanged)
Larger than 1” = at actual installation
cost. Tap fees for fire service protection
shall be the Board’s actual cost of
materials and labor to bring the
connection to the customer’s property

line as set forth in the WV PSC’s rules
and regs. (unchanged)
(10) Disconnection/Reconnection service charge:

$50.00 per occurrence will be
charged whenever the water is
turned off for violations of rules,
non-payment of bills or at the
request of the customer for
maintenance on the customer’s side
of the meter. (unchanged)

(11) Returned Payment Charge***:

See note below.

(12) Leak adjustment****:

$0.50/1,000 gallons (increase)

(13) Security Deposit:

Not to exceed two-twelfths (2/12) of the
annual estimated charge for residential
service, or one-sixth (1/6) of annual
estimated charge for commercial
service, or $50.00 whichever is greater.
(unchanged)

(14) Private hydrant/fire protection fee:

$10.00 per month per hydrant and
$10.00 per fire service connection 4” or
less. The monthly rate for each fire
service connection greater than 4” is
$20.00. (unchanged)

(15) Meter & associated components damaged
by customer (includes radio read components): At actual repair & installation cost.
(unchanged)
(16) Re-reading of meter at customer request: $25.00 (unchanged)
Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to re-read the customer’s water meter
if the customer believes the meter reading was inaccurate. Any customer may request a
meter re-reading once every 12 months at no charge to the customer. If any customer
requests additional re-readings within any 12-month period, and the re-reading or rereadings substantiate that the initial reading was accurate, the customer then shall be
charged $25.00 for each additional re-reading. The customer shall not be charged if the
initial reading is determined to have been inaccurate by more than five percent (5%).
(17) Meter test

$75.00 (unchanged)

Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to test the customer’s water meter to
determine the meter’s accuracy. The customer shall pay $75.00 for the meter test in
advance of the test. In accordance with Rule 6.5 of the PSC’s Water Rules, if upon
testing, the meter is determined to be more than two percent (2%) average in error, the
meter test fee shall be promptly refunded to the customer. If the meter is not found to be
more than two percent (2%) in error, the City shall retain the meter test fee advanced by
the customer for the test.
(18) Meter reinstallation

$100.00 (unchanged)

Note: In any event when a water meter is removed by the Water Board to prevent a
customer from unlawfully obtaining water following a customer’s service being
disconnected by the Water Board for customer non-payment, the customer shall pay a
water reinstallation fee of $100.00 before the meter is reinstalled and water service is
reinstated. This fee shall be in addition to any other reconnection fees.
*Delayed Payment Penalty - The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full
when due, ten percent (10%) will be added to the net current amount unpaid. This

delayed payment penalty is not interest and is to be collected only once for each bill where
it is appropriate.

**Tap/service connection fee - This tap fee will be charged to all customers who apply for
service outside of a certificate proceeding before the PSC for each new tap to the service.

***Returned payment charge - A service charge equal to $25.00 will be imposed upon
any customer whose check, EFT, ACH, or credit card payment of charges is returned by
the financial institution processing payment.

****Leak adjustment - This amount shall be used when a bill reflects unusual consumption
which can be attributed to eligible leakage on the customer’s side of the meter. This rate
shall be applied to all such consumption above the customer’s historical usage.

ARTICLE III - AUTHORITY OF MAYOR TO PREPARE AND FILE ANY AND ALL
REASONABLE OR NECESSARY APPLICATIONS, TARIFF MODIFICATIONS AND/OR
OTHER DOCUMENTS WITH THE WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:
The Mayor of the City of Buckhannon is hereby expressly authorized to prepare and file,
and/or cause to be prepared and filed, any and all necessary applications, tariff
modifications and/or other documents with the West Virginia Public Service Commission,
and generally to assure the City of Buckhannon’s compliance with the West Virginia
Public Service Commission’s rules and regulations respecting water distribution
operations by a municipality. The provisions of Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, 392
and/or any other ordinance provisions of the City of Buckhannon addressing water
distribution services as provided by the City of Buckhannon or the Water Board of the City
of Buckhannon, are hereby expressly amended pursuant to the provisions hereof.

ARTICLE IV - PREVIOUS WATER DISTRIBUTION ORDINANCES: Any and all
other provisions of Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, 392 and/or any other ordinance
provisions of the City of Buckhannon addressing water distribution services as provided
by the City of Buckhannon or the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon, and not
expressly amended pursuant to this Ordinance No. 451, shall be deemed to remain in full
force and legal effect, except for those rates, charges, and ordinance provisions which
are expressly amended hereby.
ARTICLE V - PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION AND WATER BOARD RULES
AND REGULATIONS: This Ordinance is adopted by the City of Buckhannon with the
express intention of complying with all rules and regulations of the West Virginia Public
Service Commission.

Notwithstanding the immediately aforesaid intention, this

Ordinance shall not prohibit the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon from establishing,
applying and/or amending from time to time, the Board’s own rules and regulations which
are not inconsistent with PSC rules and regulations, and which Board-established rules

and regulations are promulgated to facilitate the administration and operation of the City’s
water distribution system.

ARTICLE VI - SEVERABILITY: In the event that any provision(s) of this Ordinance
is determined to be unconstitutional or invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction,
such determination shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the
provisions thereof which are not specifically held to be unconstitutional or invalid other
than that provision(s) which is specifically determined to be unconstitutional or invalid.

ARTICLE VII - EFFECTIVE DATE: Pursuant to Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b,
Paragraph (b) of the West Virginia Code, as amended, this Ordinance shall be deemed
effective immediately following forty-five (45) days from the third (3rd) reading, passage
and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., August 1, 2021.

FIRST READING:

May 6, 2021

SECOND READING:

May 20, 2021

THIRD READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:

June 17, 2021

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT

I, Randall Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance
No. 451 was lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at
a regular session of the said Council assembled on June 17, 2021.
Randall Sanders, City Recorder
G.2 Approval Addressing/Mapping UCDA & A&T Enterprises New Access Road at
Brushy Fork Industrial Park Naming of Raella Lane - Jerry Arnold presented a request regarding
the addressing and mapping of the UCDA & A&T Enterprises new access road at the Brushy Fork
Industrial Park naming of Raella Lane to the Council for approval.
Motion to approve the addressing/mapping of UCDA & A&T Enterprises new access Road at
Brushy Fork Industrial Park naming of Raella Lane was made by Sanders/Rylands. Motion
carried.
G.3 Approval Recommendation of Buckhannon Planning Commission from June 1,
2021, Special Meeting to Deny the Request for a Zoning Change at 67 S. Kanawha Street Mayor Skinner reviewed the process that has taken place regarding the issue of the request for a
zoning change at 67 S. Kanawha Street. Mayor Skinner recognized City Attorney O’Neill who
explained the reason the Buckhannon Planning Commission was recommending the denial was the
Zoning Change would constitute Spot Zoning, which is not legal. Mr. Rylands, a member of the
Buckhannon Planning Commission, reiterated that the Commission performed its job in a proper
manner and was confident in its recommendation to Council.
Motion to accept the recommendation of Buckhannon Planning Commission from June 1,
2021, Special Meeting to deny the request for a Zoning Change at 67 S. Kanawha Street was
made by Albaugh/Thomas. Motion carried unanimously.

H.

Comments and Announcements
●

Council Member Albaugh – Ms. Albaugh felt that it had been a very interesting meeting;
and she announced that she had signed a sales agreement on her home that day so she will
be moving to Georgia to live near her daughter in a month or so. She also enjoyed the party
that was held for Jeff Wamsley who recently retired from the Waste Department.

●

Council Member Bucklew - Absent.

●

Council Member Rylands - Mr. Rylands reported on a special Planning Commission
meeting that was held Tuesday evening to discuss the development of the Madison Street
property. There was a lot of support for a skate park. The discussion carried over to the
Create Buckhannon meeting. A lot of great information was exchanged, and the City
Architect will be involved in the next meeting. The plan for the development of the Madison
Street property is still fluid but the plan is to have it resolved within the next three months.

●

Council Member Thomas - Mr. Thomas spoke about the development of the Madison
Street property and he has concerns about the skate park that the City invested in several
years ago and it was not utilized for long. He would like for us to refocus on the Stockert
Youth & Community Center so that we can have an active plan in motion soon. He also
explained that he voted no for the Juneteenth holiday not because he didn’t want it for the
employees, but he was upset with the way it was handled on a national level. He has great
concerns with the amount of money that has been spent by the federal government since
the pandemic has plagued us.

●

Council Member Reger - Nothing further.

●

City Recorder Sanders - Mr. Sanders reported that he had an opportunity to appear before
the Upshur County Commission earlier and presented a proposal for a joint venture
between the city and the county concerning the rehab of the Tennerton Water Tank.
Funding from both entities would come from the American Rescue Plan and it would be a
50/50 collaboration. The tank primarily serves the Buckhannon Upshur High School and
The Adrian PSD. Accompanying Mr. Sanders today was Mayor Skinner, Director of Public
Works Jerry Arnold, and City Engineer Jay Hollen. Mr. Sanders thanked the County
Commissioners for the courtesies extended to the City Representatives and for listening to
and considering the proposal.

I. Mayor’s Comments and Announcements - Mayor Skinner spoke about the tough week that
Buckhannon had gone through including the storm that went through our area Monday night. It
was a massive storm with so much rain that it caused our Fire Department to have to perform
water rescues and our Street Department had to close several streets due to high water. He
mentioned that he has since been with people who have lost personal belongings to the flood.
Mayor Skinner assured the public that the high water and flooding is not the norm and that our
drainage systems work. The problem was that we received 3 inches of rain in an hour and there
was no way that the drains could not handle that much rain in that short amount of time. He
extended his sympathies to all who lost property and thanked all the employees of our city who
responded so quickly to the emergency.
J.

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 9:15 PM was made by Thomas/Albaugh. Motion carried.

Mayor Robert N. Skinner III

______________________________________________

City Recorder Randall H. Sanders

______________________________________________

