
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, May 20, 2021, at 7:00pm 
in City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Mary Albaugh  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present – by phone 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present 
BFD       Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Present 
The Record Delta Newspaper    Macie Queen  Present 
Channel 3      Dennis Cortes  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Absent 
MyBuckhannon.com     Beth Christian Broschart  Present 
 
Guests: Shane Jenkins, WV Strawberry Festival 
 
To Participate in a City Council meeting participants were invited to contact us at 304-472-1651 for the GoToMeeting 
link/access. 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers  
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, May 6, 2021 

A.      Call to Order 
           A.1    Moment of Silence 
           A.2    Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
           A.3    Mayor’s Greetings 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
           B.1    Shane Jenkins-President of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association   
           B.2    Dennis Cortes-Upshur County Parks & Recreation Board         
 

C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1    Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
          C.2    Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins 
          C.3    Police Chief- Matthew Gregory 
          C.4    City Attorney- Tom O’Neill 

 

D.     Correspondence & Information     
           D.1    Mayor’s Proclamation-2021 Webb Grubb Police Officer Recognition- Darrell Bennett    

      D.2    Mayor’s Proclamation-2021 Fire Fighter Recognition Friendly Way Honoree- Steve Thacker   
           D.3    Mayor’s Proclamation-National Nurses’ & National Hospital Week May 9th to 15th       

    D.4    Notice of Public Hearing of the City Council RE: Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges-June 3, 2021, at 7pm    
                 D.5    Notice of Police Civil Service Commission Accepting Applications for Position of Full-Time Entry-Level Police Officer  
                 D.6    Notice of Special Meeting of the Planning Commission RE: The request for the consideration for zoning change on 
                           67 S. Kanawha St. from R-2 District to C-2 District     

           D.7    Letter from State Auditor RE: Guidelines on Allocation of Funds from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
           D.8    WVML 52nd Annual Conference August 3-6, 2021, at Oglebay Resort Wheeling WV      
           D.9    Letter to WVDHSEM RE: Grant No. 1 Change of Scope No. 3 Budget Revision No. 2 
           D.10 Letter to WVDHSEM RE: Invoice #12, 13, 14 DHS/FEMA Region III Hazard Mitigation Project Emergency  
                     Power Generators 
           D.11 Street Paving Bid Advertisement Packet 2021 
 

E.     Consent Agenda 
    E.1    Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 04/15/2021 & 05/06/2021   

          E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
 

F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1    Buckhannon Academy Elementary Request Closure of Smithfield St on 5/27/2021 from 1.30pm to 2:45pm  
                    Celebrate End of School Year with Staff Chair Races    
          F.2    Approve Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges 2nd Reading 
          F.3    Approve to Submit Grant Application to the WVDOH for Acquiring ROW- Binky Poundstone River Walk Trail Extension  
          F.4    Approve to Submit Grant Application to the WVDOH for Design & Engineering for Sidewalks on Morton Ave & Locust St 
                     

G.      Comments and Announcements 
     G.1    Mary Albaugh 
     G.2    Pamela Bucklew 
     G.3    C J Rylands  
     G.4    David Thomas 
     G.5    Jack Reger 

           G.6    Randall Sanders 
 

H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements  
I.      Executive Session Per WV Code § 6-9A-4- Property Matters 
J.      Adjournment 
 
 
Posted 05/17/2021               Next Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting Thursday, June 3, 2021 
 



 

 

A.  Call to Order - Mayor Robbie Skinner called the meeting to order. 
 
       A.1 Moment of Silence – Mayor Skinner asked all present to join him in a Moment of Silence. 
  
       A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America - The Pledge was led by Mayor 
Skinner. 
 
The Mayor gave a special shoutout to Luke Leigh who watches every meeting faithfully and is 
known to have quite an interest in City Government.  Council Members joined the Mayor in 
thanking Luke for his interest!   
  
The Mayor announced that we have an Executive Session on the agenda and that he would like to 
move that forward.   
 
Motion to move I. Executive Session Per WV Code § 6-9A-4- Property Matters to the table and 
move into Executive Session was made by Sanders/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to move out of Executive Session and back into Regular Session was made by 
Thomas/Albaugh.  Motion carried. 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
 
             B.1    Shane Jenkins-President of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association - 
The Mayor recognized the President of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association who 
provided an overview of the recent Festival.  Mr. Jenkins thanked the Mayor and Council for the 
cooperative effort put forth by the City Council and the staff members of the Public Works 
Departments of the City.  He reported that over 100 people were vaccinated at the clinics hosted by 
St. Joseph’s Hospital and Community Care during the event.  They also saw a record number of 
attendees at the car show; a huge turnout at the craft show; and had a great success with the bands 
and vendors.  He stated that the Association was proud to have put the Strawberry Festival back on 
the map in West Virginia and to have done so safely and efficiently.  Mr. Jenkins concluded by 
presenting a thank you card to the Mayor and City Council from the Association.   Many members of 
the City Council congratulated Mr. Jenkins and asked him to pass along their congratulations to the 
entire Board of Directors of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival Association.   
 
             B.2    Dennis Cortes-Upshur County Parks & Recreation Board - Mr. Cortes presented the 
following report: 
 
REPORT FROM UPSHUR COUNTY  PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
10 MAY 2021 

Rachel Weber announced that the contest on the Gnome gardens is over, but there are still a few sites that folks can 
use.  

Josh and a couple of other folks walked the course that will be used for the disc golf. He reported that we are still 
waiting for approval from the B.O.E. because a corner of the course will be on their property. And, the equipment is 
not here yet.  

Julia reported that the proposed course for new bike trails will have to be altered because there is a swamp to the 
south of the high School, and there is a drainage problem near the pavilions. Avoiding the swamp could probably 
mean that there would be two sets of trails instead of one. Also the trails are two way so folks need to be diligent 
when bikers or walkers are near each other. It was noted that most folks are already doing this.  

It was reported that there is now enough stain to do all 6 kiosks. Work on that is going to be started any day.  

Under the financial report the trails has about $3100.00 in their account and the Parks & Rec have about $700.00 in 
their account.  

Josh reported that there is a group wanting to use the basketball courts and they want to have a fund raiser in July. 
This board is looking for more info about the times and place for this fund raiser. And, there will be all new 
backboards very soon.  

There will be a new “little library” mounted on a pole near the pavilions. If you have a book you can just leave it in 
the library and you may also take one.  

Dennis reported that the B.O.E. has approved the new sign to be placed a little ways down the drive way to the high 
school, it will be near the new kiosk and picnic table already there. Dr. Almond was given a copy of the picture that 
Dennis put together and he passed this on to the board. Later, a copy was given to Ed Vincent and he passed it along 
to Tim Derico who called Dennis about an hour prior to the meeting. Mr. Derico informed the advisory board the 



 

 

sign will be installed by the B.O.E. and maybe they will make it also. Dennis passed this along at the meeting. Mr. 
Derico stated that the B.O.E. has no problem with this project.  

The next meeting will be on the 3rd Monday of June which is 21 June 2021 at 5:30 PM at the pavilions weather 
permitting. This change from the 2nd Monday to the 3rd is for one month only and it is due to a scheduling conflict. 
The June and July reports will have to be delivered in July.  

Respectfully submitted by; Dennis P. Cortes  

 
C.  Department & Board Reports 
 
       C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold – Mr. Arnold was recognized by the Mayor and he 
then went over his report which included the following: 
 
Director: 
 
• We were approved to submit applications for the WVDOH Grants. 
Street: 

 • We are finishing light poles on GGW. 
                                     • Crew has started demolition on N. Kanawha sidewalks 

Sewer: 
                                    • Continue to work on the N. Spring Street project. 

Water: 
 
• Hydrant flushing is completed with repairs made to 7 and 2 additional awaiting parts for 
repair. 
 
Waste: 
• Jeff Wamsley will be retiring June 4th so if you see him wish him well.  
 
Engineer: 
• Nothing new to report. 
 
Without objection, the Mayor moved  F.3 Approve to Submit Grant Application to the WVDOH for 
Acquiring ROW- Binky Poundstone River Walk Trail Extension and F.4 Approve to Submit Grant 
Application to the WVDOH for Design & Engineering for Sidewalks on Morton Ave & Locust St  to the 
table for discussion and/or vote. 
 
Jerry explained the Grant Application to the WVDOH for Acquiring the Right of Way for the Binky 
Poundstone River Walk Trail Extension to Council explaining that it is an 80/20 grant meaning that 
the City of Buckhannon would need to contribute 20% and it is approximately a $100,000 project, 
so the City’s contribution would be $20,000. 
 
Motion to approve the submission of a grant application to the WVDOH for acquiring the 
Right of Way for the Binky Poundstone River Walk Trail Extension understanding the City 
will be required to provide 20% of the approximate $100,000 budget with the Mayor 
authorized to provide a letter of support for the grant was made by Rylands/Albaugh.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Jerry explained the grant application to the WVDOH for the design & engineering for sidewalks on 
Morton Avenue & Locust Street to Council explaining that it is an 80/20 grant meaning that the City 
of Buckhannon would need to contribute 20% and it is approximately a $75,000 project, so the 
City’s contribution would be $15,000. 
 
Council Member Thomas asked about having green space as a part of this project.  Mr. Arnold 
explained this was not a great project for additional green space. 

Motion to approve the submission of a grant application to the WVDOH for design & 
engineering for sidewalks on Morton Avenue & Locust Street understanding the City will be 
required to provide 20% of the approximate $75,000 budget with the Mayor authorized to 
provide a letter of support for the grant was made by Rylands/Thomas.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

 



 

 

 
       C.2     Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins – Amby Jenkins provided the following report: 

 

 
 
       C.3     Police Chief- Matthew Gregory - Chief Gregory provided the following report to Council: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
       C.4     City Attorney - Tom O’Neill – Mr. O’Neill reminded Council that the City of Buckhannon 
had been named a defendant in a Federal Civil Rights Lawsuit last December brought by a Mr. Brice 
Braxton.  Earlier this week that lawsuit was dismissed for lack of merit and Mr. Braxton will not be 
able to appeal the case.  Mr. O’Neill also reported on a FSLA seminar that he attended last week 
which he found informative.  Mr. Rylands asked about the Knights of Pythias property purchase and 
Mr. O’Neill reported that the closing on the property purchase was tomorrow.    
 
D. Correspondence & Information – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 

       D.1    Mayor’s Proclamation-2021 Webb Grubb Police Officer Recognition- Darrell 
Bennett    

MAYOR’S PROCLAMATION
 
 WHEREAS, our Buckhannon-Upshur community is very proud & supportive of our police officers 
who serve & protect us all while placing their lives on the line during every one of the challenging & 
uncertain shifts they work; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon in 2017 resolved to annually recognize, honor, & pay tribute 
to all police officers on each Wednesday during the annual West Virginia Strawberry Festival & on May 
17, 2017 specially recognized Wilbert H. “Webb” Grubb, the only City police officer ever to die in the 
line of duty who gave his life for our community on April 21, 1940, then in May of 2018 recognized former 
BPD Lieutenant Keith Rowan & then in May of 2019 recognized former BPD Police Chief Fred Gaudet; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, our City government family & Police Department will celebrate the fourth annual 
Webb Grubb Police Officer Recognition Day to be conducted at our City’s Public Safety Complex 
beginning at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, & our B-U community is proud to recognize as the 
fourth recipient of our BPD’s most prestigious award, Retired Lieutenant Darrell Bennett as our 2021 
Webb Grubb honoree & encourage all of Lieutenant Darrell Bennett’s family members, former fellow 
officers, friends, & admirers as well as those of Officer Webb Grubb & further of all police officers during 
our fourth annual tribute & celebration; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, our City further shall dedicate its “Wall of Blue” – in honor of & tribute to Officer 
Webb Grubb, Lieutenant Keith Rowan, Chief Fred Gaudet, Lieutenant Darrell Bennett & all of our 
future police officer honorees during Webb Grubb Police Officer Recognition Days to come. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, ROBERT N. SKINNER, III, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, 
pursuant to the power & authority duly vested in me, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, May 12, 2021 to be 
“WEBB GRUBB POLICE OFFICER RECOGNITION DAY” throughout our City of Buckhannon. I further 
proclaim that our City’s 2021 fourth annual honoree shall be LIEUTENANT DARRELL BENNETT who 
served the Buckhannon Police Department from 1982 to 2005.  I hereby direct the installation of a wall 
suitable for installation of placards to be located along Webb Grubb Lane located around our Public 
Safety Complex to forever honor & recognize LIEUTENANT DARRELL BENNETT together with 
WILBERT H. “WEBB” GRUBB, LIEUTENANT KEITH ROWAN, CHIEF FRED GAUDET & all future 
police officer honorees for their gallant service in protecting all of us in our Buckhannon-Upshur 
community. 

 
 I urge all residents & Festival visitors alike to join the family & friends of our 2021 honoree, 
Lieutenant Darrell Bennett, together with all area police officers, the family of Officer Grubb & me, along 
with other members of our City government family, & friends near & far at our fourth annual “Webb Grubb 
Police Officer Recognition Day” public ceremony.  May every Wednesday during Buckhannon’s annual 
Strawberry Festival now & always be known as “Webb Grubb Day” in honor & memory of our late, fallen 
police officer, Wilbert H. “Webb” Grubb, & further in tribute to & appreciation of the dedicated, public 
service of all of our B-U community’s police officers. 
 

Given under my hand and official seal of The City of Buckhannon, this 12th day of May, 2021 
                                             

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
City of Buckhannon 

 
       D.2    Mayor’s Proclamation-2021 Fire Fighter Recognition Friendly Way Honoree- Steve 
Thacker   

MAYOR’S PROCLAMATION
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon resolved in 2007, to honor the memory of our 
City’s longtime Fire Chief, Carl R. “Bud,” “Ole Friendly” Bennett, by naming & dedicating the newly 
established municipal street upon which our City’s Public Safety Complex is located as - “Friendly Way”; 
and, 
 



 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council further resolved thereafter to annually honor other members of our City 
fire department family who have substantially contributed to the high quality of life enjoyed by our 
Buckhannon-Upshur residents, while embodying the essence of Buckhannon’s “friendly way” as part of 
their public service to our community during an annual celebration to be known as “Friendly Way Day”; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, our past honorees were Bud Bennett in 2007, Harley Brown in 2008, Buddy Ray 
Zickefoose in 2009, Paul Mackey in 2010, Jack Ford in 2011, Larry Mackey in 2012, Jerry Wilfong in 
2013, Wyatt Long in 2014, Dave Long in 2015, Kevin Goodwin in 2016, Charlie Shaffer in 2017, Paul 
Morrison in 2018; & Joe Bennett in 2019, and, 
 
 WHEREAS, our City is proud & privileged to honor & celebrate the life & many contributions of  
“STEVE THACKER,” who served our Buckhannon Fire Department as a volunteer firefighter & 
department contributor in countless ways for 35 years (1985-2020) - on Friday, May 14, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 
during a public ceremony to be held at our Public Safety Complex at “One Friendly Way” during our 
City’s 14th, annual “Friendly Way Day.” 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, ROBERT N. SKINNER, III, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, 
pursuant to the power & authority duly vested in me, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 14, 2021, to be 
“FRIENDLY WAY DAY” throughout our City of Buckhannon. I further proclaim that our City’s 2021 
honoree shall be STEVE “STEVIE” THACKER”.  Further pursuant to the approval of our City Council, I 
hereby direct the installation of a permanent placard upon both the “Red Wall” & the “Buddy Bench,” 
located along Friendly Way between our City’s Public Safety Complex & Stockert Youth/Community 
Center to forever honor & recognize STEVE “STEVIE” THACKER. 

 
 I further urge all residents & Festival visitors alike to join our City’s most honored guest, STEVE 
“STEVIE” THACKER, along with the other members of his Fire Department family & our City government 
family, & friends near & far at our 14th, annual “Friendly Way Day” public ceremony to be conducted at 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, May 14, 2021 at Buckhannon’s Public Safety Complex.  May every Firefighters’ 
Parade Day conducted during our annual Strawberry Festival now & always be known as “Friendly Way 
Day” in honor & memory of our late, beloved Fire Chief, Carl R. “Bud,” “Ole Friendly” Bennett, & 
further in tribute to & appreciation of the public service of substantial contributors to our City such as our 
2021 honoree, longtime volunteer firefighter, STEVE “STEVIE” THACKER. 
 

Given under my hand and official seal of The City of Buckhannon, this 14th day of May, 2021 
 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

City of Buckhannon 

 

       D.3    Mayor’s Proclamation-National Nurses’ & National Hospital Week May 9th to 15th     

                                                                                         Proclamation 
National Nurses’ and National Hospital Week 

 
 

Whereas,  The City of Buckhannon is pleased to salute St. Joseph’s     
   Hospital as it celebrates National Nurses’ Week and 
                            National Hospital Week. 
 
Whereas,  National Nurses’ Week is May 6th to 12th and National    
                            Hospital Week is May 9th to 15th.  The Theme of National 

Nurses’ Week is “Nurses Make a Difference” and the theme of National Hospital 
Week is “ Inspiriting Hope Through Healing” and will be celebrated across the 
country. 

 
Whereas, St. Joseph’s Hospital is staffed by professionals with caring hearts and giving 

spirits who are inspired by the love of Christ to provide our community with quality 
health care in ways which respect the God-given dignity of each person and the 
sacredness of human life. 

 
Whereas, The hard-working staff of St. Joseph’s Hospital deserves universal regard and 

appreciation for keeping our community healthy. 
 
Be it known that on this 10th day of May, 2021, I, Robert Neal Skinner, III, Mayor of the City of Buckhannon do 
hereby declare May 9th to the 15th of 2021, to be National Nurses’ Week and National Hospital Week in 
Buckhannon, West Virginia, and urge residents to express their appreciation for St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
its staff who make trustworthy, quality healthcare possible in our community. 

                               
Robert Neal Skinner, III, Mayor 

                                                                                      City of Buckhannon 
 



 

 

 
       D.4    Notice of Public Hearing of the City Council RE: Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates 
& Charges-June 3, 2021 at 7pm    
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BUCKHANNON AND OF PROPOSED ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 

BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
 
TO:   All customers of the City of Buckhannon Water Board 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b of the West Virginia Code, as amended, notice is 

hereby given to all customers of the City of Buckhannon Water Board that the Council of the City of 

Buckhannon proposes the third (3rd) reading and adoption of Ordinance No. 451 of the City of Buckhannon, 

the subject matter and general title of which more particularly appears in said Ordinance as “ORDINANCE 

NO. 451 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE: (1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207, 

228, 342, 369 AND 392 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW 

WATER RATES AND CHARGES FOR WATER DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE WATER 

BOARD OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON”. 

A public hearing on Ordinance No. 451 will be held by the Council of the City of Buckhannon on 

Thursday, June 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. o’clock at Buckhannon City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, 

Upshur County, West Virginia. The City Council proposes the third (3rd) reading, passage and adoption of 

Ordinance No. 451 during the regularly scheduled City Council meeting to be held on Thursday, June 3, 

2021 immediately following the adjournment of the aforesaid public hearing, also to be held at Buckhannon 

City Hall.  A reasonable number of copies of the proposed Ordinance No. 451 are on file at City Hall.  Any 

member of the public may inspect Ordinance No. 451 during the regular business hours of City Hall. 

All interested persons may appear at the public hearing on June 3, 2021 and be heard with respect 

to the proposed adoption of Ordinance No. 451. The proposed effective date of Ordinance No. 451 is July 

18, 2021, with the proposed new rates to take effect August 1, 2021. 

Thomas J. O’Neill, City Attorney 
 
Publish Class II Legal Advertisement Record Delta Newspapter run dates May 11 & May 18, 2021 
 
       D.5    Notice of Police Civil Service Commission Accepting Applications for Position of Full 
Time Entry Level Police Officer  

NOTICE 
THE POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISION 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON, WEST VIRGINIA 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Police Civil Service Commission of the City of Buckhannon will receive applications 
for competitive examination for the eligibility list for entry-level police officer in the Police Department of the City 
of Buckhannon, subject to the following requirements. 
 

1. Applicants must at least 18 years of age and no older than 45 at time of application. 
2. Must have High School diploma or GED equivalent. (All transcripts required) 
3. Applicants will be subject to background check. 
4. Applicants must have a Valid West Virginia Driver’s License. 
5. Applicants must comply with all other laws, rules and regulations as prescribed in writing by the Code of 

the State of West Virginia and the Police Civil Service Commission of Buckhannon, West Virginia.  
Copies of the current written rules and regulations of said Commission are available for inspection by any 
member of the public at City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV during regular business hours. 

 
A required physical agility test and written examination will be administered as part of the application process.  The 
top three scores will be sent to city council for interview where a hiring decision may be made. 



 

 

 
Candidates that are successfully hired will be subject to residency requirements, drug test, physical, psychological 
and polygraph examination. 
 
All applications must be received by the Commission no later than June 18, 2021 at City Hall or postmarked 
by midnight, addressed to the: 
Police Civil Service Commission 
70 E Main Street 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
 
Application forms may be obtained from City Hall, 70 E Main St or Buckhannon Police Department, Buckhannon 
WV 26201, or by calling 304-472-5723. 
 
Randall Sanders, Clerk 
Police Civil Service Commission 
 
Publish Class II Legal Advertisement Record Delta Newspapter run dates May 18 & May 25, 2021 
 
       D.6    Notice of Special Meeting of the Planning Commission RE: The request for the 
consideration for zoning change on 67 S. Kanawha St. from R-2 District to C-2 District    
 

 Notice of Special Meeting 
Buckhannon Planning Commission 

 
The Buckhannon City Planning Commission will hold a special meeting on Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 7:00 
pm in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon WV 26201. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss the request for the consideration for the zoning change of 67 South Kanawha Street 
from R-2 General Residential District A to C-2 Highway Commercial District and possible recommendation to 
the City Council or to schedule the date of a Planning Commission public hearing, furthermore; such other 
matters will appear on the posted agenda. 

This is an open meeting (per WV code § 6-9A-3) and all interested parties are welcome to attend.   

Posted 5/4/2021 

 
       D.7    Letter from State Auditor RE: Guidelines on Allocation of Funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

 
 
       D.8    WVML 52nd Annual Conference August 3-6, 2021 at Oglebay Resort Wheeling WV       



 

 

 
       D.9    Letter to WVDHSEM  RE: Grant No. 1 Change of Scope No. 3 Budget Revision No. 2      

         
 

 



 

 

 

 
       D.10  Letter to WVDHSEM RE: Invoice #12, 13, 14 DHS/FEMA Region III Hazard Mitigation 
Project Emergency Power Generators 

 



 

 

 

 
 
      D.11  Street Paving Bid Advertisement Packet 2021 
       
The City of Buckhannon will be accepting bids for the purchase and placing of Hot Mix Asphalt 
(HMA) and associated services in various locations within the corporation. 

Bids will be received until Thursday, June 03, 2021 by 4:00 pm, at which time the bids will be 
opened and read aloud. 

A complete bid packet may be obtained at Buckhannon City Hall, 70 East Main Street, 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday –Friday. 

Please direct all questions to the Jerry Arnold, Director of Public Works, at (304) 472-4443, ext. 
1401 

The City of Buckhannon has the right to reject any and all bids.  

 
Publish Class II Legal Advertisement Record Delta Newspapter run dates May 20 & May 27, 2021 
 
 
 



 

 

May 10, 2021 
 
Re: City of Buckhannon 
Street Department 
Street Paving 06/03/2021 
Invitation to Bid Letter 
 
To all Bidders, 
 
The City of Buckhannon (City) would like to invite your company to submit a bid for the paving of various 
street surface areas. 
The City is requesting that your company prepare sealed bid(s) to provide all labor & materials required 
for the tasks identified in the attached bid specifications. 
 
Bidders must adhere to the following requirements: 

 
1. Follow all listed specifications and ensure materials meet WVDOH Standards. 
2. Provide all necessary documents (general liability insurance coverage, workers compensation 

coverage, and WV contractor’s license). 
3. Provide a bid bond in the amount of 10% of the total bid. 
4. Bids must contain the attached Bid Cover Sheet, Bid Checklist, and be in a price per unit format.  
5. Payment will be on a verified unit basis with documentation. 
6. Ensure that all work will be completed by June 30, 2022. 
7. All questions or comments will be addressed to Jerry Arnold, the Director of Public Works, at 304-

472-1651 ext. 1401 or Brad Hawkins, Street Department Supervisor, at 304-642-1601 or Jay Hollen, 
City Engineer, at 304-472-1651 ext. 1006. 

 
All bids for the above referenced equipment must be clearly marked on the outside of a sealed envelope 
as “Sealed Bid for Paving Services”. 
 
Bids may be hand delivered to:  Buckhannon City Hall at 70 East Main St. Buckhannon, WV or mailed to:    
      
     Attention: Jerry Arnold 
     City of Buckhannon 
     70 E. Main St. 
     Buckhannon, WV 26201 
 
All sealed bids must be received by 4:00 PM EST on June 3, 2021, at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. 
 
The City of Buckhannon reserves the right to reject any and all bids.  
 
Sincerely, 
   
Jerry Arnold 
City of Buckhannon 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
E. Consent Agenda – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
 
          E.1    Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 04/15/2021 & 05/06/2021   
 
          E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 



 

 

 
 
          E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
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75101

WVWC Site #2 
Parking Lot C

College & Meade St Pike Electric LLC
AT&T Small Cell 

Wireless Facility Project $30,000.00 A $100.00 $225.00 X X

75102

WVWC Site #3
Parking Lot G
College Ave Pike Electric LLC

AT&T Small Cell 
Wireless Facility Project $30,000.00 A $100.00 $225.00 X X

75103
WVWC Site #4
75 Meade St Pike Electric LLC

AT&T Small Cell 
Wireless Facility Project $20,000.00 A $100.00 $170.00 X X

75104
WVWC Site #5
68 College Ave Pike Electric LLC

AT&T Small Cell 
Wireless Facility Project $30,000.00 A $100.00 $225.00 X X

75105
Racen Auto -Hollen

53 N Locust St JBS Construction

Re-Roof Metal over 
Shingle, Windows, 

Doors, Repair Deck $15,000.00 $127.50 X

75106
Rachel Crux

22 Shawnee Dr Gutterworks Re-Roof Shingles $15,000.00 $165.00 X

75107
US Cellular Corp
Walk Trail Lane 

Mastee Network 
Solutions

Equipment Upgrade 
Existing Tower $25,000.00 A $100.00 $187.50 X X X

75108
Peggy Bucklin
147 Fayette St Self Replace Fence Panels $999.00 $10.00

75109
Keith Wolverton

74 S Kanawha St
Griffy's 

Construction

42" Lattice Fence
6" Privacy Fence

Deck w/ Two Gates for 
Swimming Pool $11,000.00 $121.00 X X

75110
Truman Wolfe

6 E View Terrace Self  10'x14'x7' Pergola $1,399.00 $15.39 X

75111
Carolyn Tenney
63 S Florida St

Spotloe 
Construction 10'x10' Porch w/ Roof $15,000.00 $165.00 X X

75112
Victor Zickefoose
54 Boggess St Let There Be Light

Electrical Upgrade w/ 
ATS $2,400.00 B2 $100.00 

75113
William Painter
15 College Ave Let There Be Light Electrical Upgrade  $1,500.00 B2 $100.00 X

75114
Randy Sanders
40 S Florida St Tradeworx 

Re-Roof, Siding, 
Concrete Parking Pad & 

Sidewalk, Razing 
portion of Brick Building $28,000.00 $210.00 X X X

75115
City of Buckhannon
15 Cleveland Ave Self

Razing House & 
Outbuilding $n/c X

75116
Lowell Bennett

157 Randolph St Self Siding & Gable Repair $3,500.00 $38.50

75117
Josh Winnings
32 Meadow St Self Windows. Siding, Soffit $500.00 $10.00

75118
Marion Wyatt

53 Smithfield St Self Repair Porch Floor $1,000.00 $11.00 X

75119
Terry Daft

227 Randolph St Twisted Wire Electrical Upgrade $1,600.00 B2 $100.00 

75120
Roy Dean

167 Camden Ave Self

8'x5' Front Porch 
Extension, Concrete 

Steps & Walkway $1,200.00 $13.20 X

TOTAL $233,098.00 $800.00 $1,919.09



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Albaugh/Reger.  All members voted to 
approve except Mrs. Bucklew who asked if she could oppose or abstain on the Minutes from 
April 15, 2021.  City Attorney O’Neill explained that there was a parliamentary issue to deal 
with.  He explained that when you are dealing with a Consent Agenda, the appropriate 
motion would be to remove the item in question from the Consent Agenda and deal with it 
separately.  With unanimous consent the original motion was walked back.  
 
A motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 04/15/2021 was made by 
Rylands/Albaugh.  Discussion took place in which Mrs. Bucklew stated that she felt the 
conversation she had with Bryson VanNostrand during that meeting was not reflected 
properly in the minutes.  The Mayor called for the vote and the results were Reger, Rylands, 
Albaugh, Sanders voted yay and Thomas, Bucklew voted nay. Motion carried. 
 



 

 

Mr. Thomas asked to have a clarification on the standard of preparing the minutes.  Mr. Sanders 
explained that while he provides a report of the business conducted during the meeting, he 
normally does not include specific comments made or dialogue between parties.  He does provide 
greater detail when it comes to financial decisions.  Mr. Thomas asked how long recordings are kept 
and it was explained that the purpose of the minutes was to stand as the permanent record of the 
meeting.  Mrs. Bucklew reiterated that she felt that certain comments made during that April 15, 
2021, meeting should have been specifically detailed. 
 
The Mayor then presented the remainder of the Consent Agenda, to include E.1 Approval of Minutes 
Regular Meeting 05/06/2021 for approval; E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits; E.3    
Approval of Payment of the Bills to the Council. 
 
Motion to approve the remainder of the Consent Agenda was made by Rylands/Thomas.  
Motion carried. 
 
F.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
       F.1    Buckhannon Academy Elementary Request Closure of Smithfield St on 5/27/2021 
from 1:30pm to 2:45pm Celebrate End of School Year with Staff Chair Races - The Mayor 
explained the request and noted that this normally would have gone before the Consolidated Public 
Works Board but time does not permit us waiting for their next meeting. 
 
Motion to approve the Buckhannon Academy Elementary request for the closure of 
Smithfield Street on 5/27/2021 from 1:30pm to 2:45pm to celebrate the end of the school 
year with Staff Chair Races was made by Bucklew/Albaugh.  Motion carried.    
 

 
 
F.2    Approve Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates & Charges 2nd Reading - City Attorney 
O’Neill presented Ordinance No. 451 to Council explaining that this is the 2nd of 3 readings.  He also 
noted that the Notice of Public Hearing of the City Council RE: Ordinance No. 451 New Water Rates 
& Charges-June 3, 2021 at 7pm has been published. 
 
Motion to approve the second of three readings Ordinance No. 451 of the City of 
Buckhannon, an Ordinance: (1) amending ordinances Nos. 207, 228, 342, 369 and 392 of the 
City of Buckhannon, and (2) specifically establishing new water rates and charges for water 
distribution services provided by the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon was made by 
Sanders/Albaugh.  Motion carried unanimously.    
 

ORDINANCE NO. 451 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE: 
(1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207, 228, 342, 369 AND 392 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, 

AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW WATER RATES AND CHARGES FOR WATER 
DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE WATER BOARD OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

 



 

 

 WHEREAS, the current rates and charges of the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon for 

providing water distribution services as were previously adopted by City Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 

369, and 392 are presently insufficient to maintain the high quality of water distribution services offered by 

the Board and City to the residents of Buckhannon and surrounding Upshur County; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Board and City have not sought a water rate increase since 2016; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Board and City’s cost of providing water distribution services has increased 

substantially since 2016; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City’s opportunities to improve and maintain its water distribution operations are 

substantially impeded given current revenues realized from the collection of current rates and charges; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Public Service Commission of West Virginia has imposed new requirements on 

water systems related to financial reserves; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Buckhannon municipal water system’s rates are currently within the top ten percent 

of the most affordable water rates in the State of West Virginia, with a ranking of 33rd out of the 367 water 

systems in the State of West Virginia; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Board and the City recently requested Smith, Cochran, Hicks, P.L.L.C., Certified 

Public Accountants of Charleston, West Virginia, to perform an independent rate study, which study was 

undertaken with recommendations being submitted to the Board and City, all as is evidenced by that certain 

written report dated April 8, 2021, tendered to both the Board and City; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report was presented by Todd F. Dingess, Certified Public 

Accountant with Smith, Cochran, Hicks, and discussed by the Water Board during a regularly convened, 

public meeting of the Board on April 8, 2021, the report urging the Board and City to adopt the rates 

recommended therein; and,  

 WHEREAS, the Water Board formally resolved during its regularly convened meeting of April 8, 

2021 to immediately recommend to the City Council that the City increase Buckhannon’s rates and charges 

for water distribution services pursuant to the aforesaid report of Smith, Cochran, Hicks, said proposed rate 

and charge schedule being hereinafter described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof; and, 

WHEREAS, the recommended rates, if adopted, would result in the Board’s rates ranking 61st least 

expensive out of the 367 water systems in the State of West Virginia; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon is authorized pursuant to the statutory provisions 

of Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, and Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b of the West Virginia Code, as 

amended, to impose by ordinance upon the users of water distribution services, such reasonable rates, 

fees and charges as shall be collected in the manner specified by ordinance; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon deems the rates and charges proposed by the 

Water Board of the City of Buckhannon, and as are set out in the aforesaid April 8, 2021 Smith, Cochran, 

Hicks’ report, and further which rates and charges are described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof, 

to be just and reasonable; and, 

 WHEREAS, in addition to the newly proposed rates and charges included in the aforesaid Smith, 

Cochran, Hicks’ report, the Water Board further moved to recommend the establishment of or increases in 

various administrative fees; and, 

 WHEREAS, the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Paragraph (1), and Chapter 

8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code, as amended, specifically provide that the collection of 

fees of any kind by a municipality shall be by ordinance; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the statutes 

of the State of West Virginia and further with the administrative rules and regulations of the Public Service 

Commission of West Virginia, hereinafter referred to as “PSC,” insofar as the establishment of new water 

distribution rates and charges is concerned. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 



 

 

 ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the 

following findings: 

 (1) The current rates and charges of the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon for providing water 

distribution services as were previously adopted by City Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, and 392 are 

now, based upon the increased costs of providing services, insufficient to maintain the high quality of water 

distribution services offered by the Board and City to the residents of Buckhannon and surrounding Upshur 

County; 

 (2) The Board and City have not sought a water rate increase since 2016; 

 (3) The Board and City’s cost of providing water distribution services has increased substantially 

since 2016; 

 (4) The Board and City’s opportunities to improve and maintain the City’s water distribution 

operations are substantially impeded given current revenues realized from the collection of current rates 

and charges; 

 (5) In addition to increased costs in providing water distribution services, the Board has committed 

various repairs, upgrades, and other expansion and improvements to the City of Buckhannon’s Water Plant 

and water distribution system; 

 (6) Following the Board and City’s request, Smith, Cochran, Hicks, P.L.L.C., Certified Public 

Accountants conducted an independent rate study respecting Buckhannon’s water distribution operations, 

with findings and recommendations being set forth in a written report dated April 8, 2021; 

 (7) The Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report was presented by Todd F. Dingess, certified public 

accountant, during a regularly convened, public meeting of the Water Board also conducted on April 8, 

2021; 

 (8) The Board formally moved and resolved during its April 8, 2021 meeting to recommend to the 

City Council that the City accept all rate recommendations of Smith, Cochran, Hicks, and that the City 

increase its rates and charges for water distribution services pursuant to the proposed rate and charge 

schedule described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof; 

 (9) The Council considered the Board’s recommendation together with the Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ 

report during its regularly convened public meeting on April 15, 2021, and directed the drafting of the 

necessary authorizing Ordinance; 

 (10) The Council of the City of Buckhannon is authorized pursuant to the statutory provisions of 

Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, and Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b of the West Virginia Code, as 

amended, to impose by ordinance upon the users of water distribution services such reasonable rates, 

fees, and charges as shall be collected in the manner specified in the ordinance;  

 (13) The Council of the City of Buckhannon deems all rates and charges proposed by the Water 

Board of the City of Buckhannon to be just and reasonable;  

 (14) The statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Subsection (1), and Chapter 8, 

Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code, as amended, specifically provide that the collection of fees 

of any kind by a municipality shall be by ordinance; and, 

 (15) The Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with all applicable 

statutes of the State of West Virginia and the rules and regulations of the PSC insofar as the establishment 

of new water distribution rates and charges is concerned. 

 ARTICLE II - RATE AND CHARGE SCHEDULE:  The following rates and charges shall be paid for 

water distribution services offered by the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon, upon this Ordinance’s 

effectuation (Note: paragraphs #(1) through (6) below, for all of current rates and post-August 1, 2021 rates, 

are monthly charges): 

 

TYPE OF CUSTOMER/SERVICE         CURRENT RATE (pre-August 1, 2021) 

(1) Users of 0 – 2,000 gallons of water:     $6.51 / 1,000 gallons  

(2) Users of 2,000 – 14,000 gallons of water:    $6.27 / 1,000 gallons  



 

 

(3) Users of 14,000 – 50,000 gallons of water:    $5.62 / 1,000 gallons 

(4) Users of more than 50,000 gallons of water:    $2.59 / 1,000 gallons 

(5) Minimum Monthly bill according to size of meter installed: 

 (a) 5/8” meter or less    $13.02 

 (b) 3/4” meter     $19.53 

 (c) 1” meter     $32.55 

 (d) 1&1/2” meter    $65.10 

 (e) 2” meter     $104.16 

 (f) 3” meter     $195.30 

 (g) 4” meter     $325.50 

 (h) 6” meter      $651.00 
 
NOTE:  No minimum bill will be rendered for less than $13.02 which is equivalent to 2,000 gallons of water 
used. 
 

(6) Resale Customer(s):     Resale customers shall pay a rate of   
       $1.76/1,000 gallons regardless as to   
       quantity of gallons of consumed and   
       regardless as to number of meters. 

 

(7) Delayed Payment Penalty:                       *See note below. 

(8)Tap/service connection fee:               **3/4” = $750.00 
       1” = $1,000.00 
       Larger than 1” = at actual installation   
       cost. Tap fees for fire service protection   
       shall be the Board’s actual cost of   
       materials and labor to bring the    
       connection to the customer’s property   
       line as set forth in the WV PSC’s rules   
       and regs. 
 
(9) Disconnection/Reconnection service charge:      $50.00 per occurrence will be    
             charged whenever the water is    
             turned off for violations of rules,     
             non-payment of bills or at the     
          request of the customer for     
         maintenance on the customer’s side    
             of the meter. 
 
(10) Returned Check Charge:         ***See note below. 
 

(11) Leak adjustment:    ****$0.29/1,000 gallons  

(12) Security Deposit:    Not to exceed two-twelfths (2/12) of the    
      annual estimated charge for residential    
      service, or one-sixth (1/6) of annual    
      estimated charge for commercial    
      service, or $50.00 whichever is greater. 
 
(13) Private hydrant/fire protection fee:  $10.00 per month per hydrant and    
      $10.00 per fire service connection 4” or    
      less.  The monthly rate for each fire    
      service connection greater than 4” is    
      $20.00. 
 
(14) Meter & associated components damaged  
by customer (includes radio read components):      At actual repair & installation cost. 
 
(15) Re-reading of meter at customer request:  $25.00 
 
Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to re-read the customer’s water meter if the customer 
believes the meter reading was inaccurate.  Any customer may request a meter re-reading once every 12 
months at no charge to the customer.  If any customer requests additional re-readings within any 12 month 
period, and the re-reading or re-readings substantiate that the initial reading was accurate, the customer 



 

 

then shall be charged $25.00 for each additional re-reading.  The customer shall not be charged if the initial 
reading is determined to have been inaccurate by more than five percent (5%). 
 
(16) Meter test     $75.00 
 
Note:  Any customer may request the Water Board to test the customer’s water meter to determine the 
meter’s accuracy.  The customer shall pay $75.00 for the meter test in advance of the test.  In accordance 
with Rule 6.5 of the PSC’s Water Rules, if upon testing, the meter is determined to be more than two percent 
(2%) average in error, the meter test fee shall be promptly refunded to the customer.  If the meter is not 
found to be more than two percent (2%) in error, the City shall retain the meter test fee advanced by the 
customer for the test. 
 
(17) Meter reinstallation    $100.00 
 
Note:  In any event when a water meter is removed by the Water Board to prevent a customer from 
unlawfully obtaining water following a customer’s service being disconnected by the Water Board for 
customer non-payment, the customer shall pay a water reinstallation fee of $100.00 before the meter is 
reinstalled and water service is reinstated.  This fee shall be in addition to any other reconnection fees. 
 
*Delayed Payment Penalty - The above schedule is net.  On all accounts not paid in full when due, ten 

percent (10%) will be added to the net current amount unpaid.  This delayed payment penalty is not interest 

and is to be collected only once for each bill where it is appropriate. 

 

**Tap/service connection fee - This tap fee will be charged to all customers who apply for service outside 

of a certificate proceeding before the PSC for each new tap to the service. 

 

***Returned check charge - A service charge equal to the actual bank fee assessed but not to exceed 

$25.00 will be imposed upon any customer whose check for payment of charges is returned by the 

customer’s bank due to insufficient funds. 

 

****Leak adjustment - This amount shall be used when a bill reflects unusual consumption which can be 

attributed to eligible leakage on the customer’s side of the meter.  This rate shall be applied to all such 

consumption above the customer’s historical usage. 

 

TYPE OF CUSTOMER/SERVICE          NEW RATE (effective August 1, 2021) 

(1) Users of 0 – 2,000 gallons of water:     $8.14 / 1,000 gallons (increase)  

(2) Users of 2,000 – 14,000 gallons of water:    $7.84 / 1,000 gallons (increase) 

(3) Users of 14,000 – 50,000 gallons of water:    $7.03 / 1,000 gallons (increase) 

(4) Users of more than 50,000 gallons of water:    $3.24 / 1,000 gallons (increase) 

(5) Minimum Monthly bill according to size of meter installed: 

 (a) 5/8” meter or less    $16.28 (increase) 

 (b) 3/4” meter     $24.41 (increase) 

 (c) 1” meter     $40.69 (increase) 

 (d) 1&1/2” meter    $81.38 (increase) 

 (e) 2” meter     $130.20 (increase) 

 (f) 3” meter     $244.13 (increase) 

 (g) 4” meter     $406.88 (increase) 

 (h) 6” meter      $813.75 (increase) 

NOTE:  No minimum bill will be rendered for less than $16.28 which is equivalent to 2,000 gallons of water 
used. 
 

(6) Resale Customer(s):     Resale customers shall pay a rate of   
       $2.50/1,000 gallons regardless as to   
       quantity of gallons of consumed and   
       regardless as to number of meters. 



 

 

(increase) 

 

(7) Bulk Water Customer(s): Bulk water customers shall pay the greater of the 
rate appearing above per thousand gallons 
purchased, or $25.00. (new) 

 

(8) Delayed Payment Penalty*:                       See note below. 

(9) Tap/service connection fee**:             3/4” = $750.00 (unchanged) 
       1” = $1,000.00 (unchanged) 
       Larger than 1” = at actual installation   
       cost. Tap fees for fire service protection   
       shall be the Board’s actual cost of   
       materials and labor to bring the    
       connection to the customer’s property   
       line as set forth in the WV PSC’s rules   
       and regs. (unchanged) 
 
(10) Disconnection/Reconnection service charge:    $50.00 per occurrence will be    
              charged whenever the water is    
              turned off for violations of rules,    
              non-payment of bills or at the    
              request of the customer for    
              maintenance on the customer’s side   
              of the meter. (unchanged) 
 
(11) Returned Payment Charge***:        See note below. 
 

(12) Leak adjustment****:    $0.50/1,000 gallons (increase) 

(13) Security Deposit:    Not to exceed two-twelfths (2/12) of the    
      annual estimated charge for residential    
      service, or one-sixth (1/6) of annual    
      estimated charge for commercial    
      service, or $50.00 whichever is greater. 
       (unchanged) 
 
(14) Private hydrant/fire protection fee:  $10.00 per month per hydrant and    
      $10.00 per fire service connection 4” or    
      less.  The monthly rate for each fire    
      service connection greater than 4” is    
      $20.00. (unchanged) 
 
(15) Meter & associated components damaged  
by customer (includes radio read components):   At actual repair & installation cost.  

  (unchanged) 
 
(16) Re-reading of meter at customer request: $25.00 (unchanged) 
 
Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to re-read the customer’s water meter if the customer 
believes the meter reading was inaccurate.  Any customer may request a meter re-reading once every 12 
months at no charge to the customer.  If any customer requests additional re-readings within any 12-month 
period, and the re-reading or re-readings substantiate that the initial reading was accurate, the customer 
then shall be charged $25.00 for each additional re-reading.  The customer shall not be charged if the initial 
reading is determined to have been inaccurate by more than five percent (5%). 
 
(17) Meter test     $75.00 (unchanged) 
 
Note:  Any customer may request the Water Board to test the customer’s water meter to determine the 
meter’s accuracy.  The customer shall pay $75.00 for the meter test in advance of the test.  In accordance 
with Rule 6.5 of the PSC’s Water Rules, if upon testing, the meter is determined to be more than two percent 
(2%) average in error, the meter test fee shall be promptly refunded to the customer.  If the meter is not 
found to be more than two percent (2%) in error, the City shall retain the meter test fee advanced by the 
customer for the test. 
 
(18) Meter reinstallation    $100.00 (unchanged) 
 
Note:  In any event when a water meter is removed by the Water Board to prevent a customer from 
unlawfully obtaining water following a customer’s service being disconnected by the Water Board for 
customer non-payment, the customer shall pay a water reinstallation fee of $100.00 before the meter is 
reinstalled and water service is reinstated.  This fee shall be in addition to any other reconnection fees. 
 



 

 

*Delayed Payment Penalty - The above schedule is net.  On all accounts not paid in full when due, ten 

percent (10%) will be added to the net current amount unpaid.  This delayed payment penalty is not interest 

and is to be collected only once for each bill where it is appropriate. 

 

**Tap/service connection fee - This tap fee will be charged to all customers who apply for service outside 

of a certificate proceeding before the PSC for each new tap to the service. 

 

***Returned payment charge - A service charge equal to $25.00 will be imposed upon any customer whose 

check, EFT, ACH, or credit card payment of charges is returned by the financial institution processing 

payment. 

 

****Leak adjustment - This amount shall be used when a bill reflects unusual consumption which can be 

attributed to eligible leakage on the customer’s side of the meter.  This rate shall be applied to all such 

consumption above the customer’s historical usage. 

 ARTICLE III - AUTHORITY OF MAYOR TO PREPARE AND FILE ANY AND ALL REASONABLE 

OR NECESSARY APPLICATIONS, TARIFF MODIFICATIONS AND/OR OTHER DOCUMENTS WITH 

THE WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:  The Mayor of the City of Buckhannon is hereby 

expressly authorized to prepare and file, and/or cause to be prepared and filed, any and all necessary 

applications, tariff modifications and/or other documents with the West Virginia Public Service Commission, 

and generally to assure the City of Buckhannon’s compliance with the West Virginia Public Service 

Commission’s rules and regulations respecting water distribution operations by a municipality.  The 

provisions of Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, 392 and/or any other ordinance provisions of the City of 

Buckhannon addressing water distribution services as provided by the City of Buckhannon or the Water 

Board of the City of Buckhannon, are hereby expressly amended pursuant to the provisions hereof. 

 ARTICLE IV - PREVIOUS WATER DISTRIBUTION ORDINANCES:  Any and all other provisions 

of Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, 392 and/or any other ordinance provisions of the City of Buckhannon 

addressing water distribution services as provided by the City of Buckhannon or the Water Board of the 

City of Buckhannon, and not expressly amended pursuant to this Ordinance No. 451, shall be deemed to 

remain in full force and legal effect, except for those rates, charges, and ordinance provisions which are 

expressly amended hereby. 

 ARTICLE V - PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION AND WATER BOARD RULES AND 

REGULATIONS:  This Ordinance is adopted by the City of Buckhannon with the express intention of 

complying with all rules and regulations of the West Virginia Public Service Commission.  Notwithstanding 

the immediately aforesaid intention, this Ordinance shall not prohibit the Water Board of the City of 

Buckhannon from establishing, applying and/or amending from time to time, the Board’s own rules and 

regulations which are not inconsistent with PSC rules and regulations, and which Board-established rules 

and regulations are promulgated to facilitate the administration and operation of the City’s water distribution 

system.    

 ARTICLE VI - SEVERABILITY:  In the event that any provision(s) of this Ordinance is determined 

to be unconstitutional or invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not 

affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof which are not specifically held to 

be unconstitutional or invalid other than that provision(s) which is specifically determined to be 

unconstitutional or invalid. 

 ARTICLE VII - EFFECTIVE DATE:  Pursuant to Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b, Paragraph (b) of 

the West Virginia Code, as amended, this Ordinance shall be deemed effective immediately following forty-

five (45) days from the third (3rd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, 

i.e., July 18, 2021; however, the rates established herein shall take effect on August 1, 2021. 

 

 FIRST READING:  May 6, 2021 

 SECOND READING:  May 20, 2021 



 

 

 THIRD READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:  June 3, 2021 

 

_____________________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 

 I, Randall Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 451 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on June 3, 2021. 

__________________________________ 
Randall Sanders, City Recorder 

 
                    
                   F.3    Approve to Submit Grant Application to the WVDOH for Acquiring ROW- Binky 

Poundstone River Walk Trail Extension - Action was taken earlier in the meeting. 
 

                  F.4    Approve to Submit Grant Application to the WVDOH for Design & Engineering for 
Sidewalks on Morton Ave & Locust St - Action was taken earlier in the meeting.  
 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 

● Council Member Albaugh - Nothing further. 

● Council Member Bucklew - Nothing further.    

● Council Member Rylands – Mr. Rylands suggested that we consider signage of some type 
at the intersections to better assist pedestrians in safely crossing the street. 

● Council Member Thomas – Mr. Thomas expressed concern with the direction the current 
administration is taking our country and the state of our nation in general.  He wished 
everyone well.   

● Council Member Reger - Nothing further.     

● City Recorder Sanders – Mr. Sanders mentioned that he enjoyed the WV Strawberry 
Festival this year; and he has enjoyed the discussions that he has been involved in with 
Amby, Jerry the Mayor and City Department Supervisors concerning the American Recovery 
Act Funds.  He feels that with the hard work of the City Council we should have a successful 
summer ahead of us.  

H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements – The Mayor thanked the WV Strawberry 
Festival for a successful year; he thanked Create Buckhannon for putting up the Valor Banners 
for the season; and he is looking forward to the Create Buckhannon Festival Fridays in Jawbone 
Park.  He appreciates the hard work by Amby Jenkins in finance and what she will be dealing 
with concerning the American Recovery Act.  Mrs. Albaugh asked the Mayor about the mural 
that had been replaced on the building at 3 East Main Street and the Mayor and Council Member 
Rylands explained the process.  ART26201 provided the artwork and did the installation with a 
$500 donation from Create Buckhannon.   All agreed that the new mural looks wonderful.  The 
Mayor concluded by wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.       
 
I.      Executive Session Per WV Code § 6-9A-4- Property Matters – This took place earlier in 
the meeting. 
 
J.      Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:34 PM was made by Thomas/Albaugh.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 

 
       City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


