
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, May 06, 2021 at 7:00pm 
in City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Mary Albaugh  Absent 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present – by phone 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present 
BFD       Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Present 
The Record Delta Newspaper    Macie Queen  Present 
Channel 3      Dennis Cortes  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Absent 
MyBuckhannon.com     Beth Christian Broschart  Present 
 
Guests: See B.1 
 
To Participate in a City Council meeting participants were invited to contact us at 304-472-1651 for the GoToMeeting 
link/access. 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers  
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, May 6, 2021 

A.     Call to Order 
      A.1    Moment of Silence 
      A.2    Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 

           A.3    Mayor’s Greetings 
 
B.     Recognized Guests 
          B.1    Volunteer Fire Department: Travis Dean, Glen Davis & Brian Chidester             
         
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1    Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
          C.2    Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins 
          C.3    Fire Chief- JB Kimble 
          C.4    City Attorney- Tom O’Neill 
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1    Letter of Support from Volunteer Fire Department RE: Proposal to hire three additional paid staff for BFD     
          D.2    FOIA Request- Steve Cantler RE: List of Bidders & Results for Cemetery Mowing      

    D.3    Quitclaim Deed Pamela Perrine 15 Cleveland Avenue   
   D.4    Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-March 2021 
    D.5    FEMA Emergency Power Generators Hazard Mitigation Project Grant No. 1 Bid Opening Results 
    D.6    Letter to Community Care of WV RE: Flood Door Installation Requirements located at 34 &36 N Kanawha St 

 
E.     Consent Agenda 

     E.1    Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting 04/15/2021 & Special Meeting 04/20/2021 
          E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
          E.4    Approval Resignation of Alisa Lively from the Police Civil Service Commission (Chamber of Commerce     

       Appointment)    
          E.5    Approval Resignation of Sean Harris from the Buckhannon Planning Commission    
          E.6    Approval Appointment of Sean Harris to the Police Civil Service Commission (Chamber of Commerce  

       Appointment)     
                     
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1    Discussion/Possible Action Resolution No. 2021-04 Acceptance of the Quitclaim Deed from Pamela Perrine 15  

      Cleveland Avenue 
          F.2    Approval Indemnification Agreement with USI Insurance & WVPEIA     
          F.3    Discussion Board Vacancies: Planning Commission, BU Airport Authority, Buckhannon River Water Shed  

       Association & Fire Department Accreditation Policy Review Committee     
          F.4    Discussion/Possible Action WAMSB Funding Allocation 
          F.5    Discussion/Possible Action Property Purchase 65 E Main Street RE: Deed & Resolution No. 2021-05 
          F.6    Discussion/Possible Action Process to Increase Water Rates as recommended by the Water Board RE: 

      Ordinance No. 451 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 



      G.1    Mary Albaugh 
      G.2    Pamela Bucklew 

           G.3    C J Rylands 
           G.4    David Thomas         
           G.5    Jack Reger  

G.6    Randall Sanders 

H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements  
I.      Adjournment 
 
Posted 05/03/2021 REVISED 05/04/21 Next Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting Thursday, May 20, 2021 
 
A.  Call to Order - Mayor Robbie Skinner called the meeting to order. 
 
       A.1 Moment of Silence – Mayor Skinner asked all present to join him in a Moment of Silence 
keeping all those involved in the Adrian Apartment Complex fire earlier today in our thoughts and 
prayers. 
  
       A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America - The Pledge was led by the Mayor. 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
 
B.1    Volunteer Fire Department: Travis Dean, Glen Davis & Brian Chidester - Mayor Skinner 
recognized members of the Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department including the President of the 
VFD, Lt. Travis Dean, Captain Glen Davis, and Lt. Brian Chidester who spoke about the City’s 
consideration of hiring three additional paid firefighters as members of the Buckhannon Fire 
Department.  Referencing a letter from the Volunteers in our Council packet, they confirmed that a 
recent vote by the Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department Officers and Members was unanimous 
in favor of the hiring.  The three participated in a Q & A with the Council which included the 
struggles with finding and retaining volunteers for the departments not only in our area but across 
the country. All Council members thanked the Buckhannon VFD Members for their appearance 
today and for their service to our community. 

 
 

 
 
 
C.  Department & Board Reports 
 
Without objection, the Mayor moved C.3 Fire Chief- JB Kimble’s appearance forward so that the 
Chief could provide his report first. 
 
       C.3     Buckhannon Fire Department - Chief JB Kimble - The Mayor recognized Chief Kimble, 
who reported that for the first time in his career he was involved in a fire (the Adrian Apartment 
Complex fire earlier in the day) where the call went out for all available firefighters in the area to 
respond.  He recounted some of the more difficult issues that were faced dealing with this fire 
event. He also reported on the fire at Kroger just the day before which could have been so much 
worse had it not been for the proper training of our firefighters.   The Chief then went over his 



report which included the following topics: 
 
• Monthly Activity 
• YTD Activity 
• WV Strawberry Festival 
• New Truck Update 
• Training  
• ISO Class Update and Re-Evaluation Notification  
• Civil Service Update 
• Accreditation Meeting 
• Council/Commission Appointments to the Fire Department Accreditation Policy Review 
Committee 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
       C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold – Mr. Arnold was recognized by the Mayor and he 
then went over his report which included the following: 
 
Director: 
 
·         I have been working with Region VII on the submission of 2 - intent to apply for grant funds 
for walk trail extension ROW acquisition and design for sidewalks on Morton Avenue and North 
Locust Street. 
·         We were unable to install the geo-grid material in Jawbone Park because of the wet conditions 
and will complete it after the festival. 
·         I have been working on preparing a sidewalk project on Smithfield to address areas where we 
no longer have curbs. 
·         I am transferring one of our Waste Department employees to the Street Department and have 
an advertisement to hire for Waste Department. 
·         Vince, Brad, and I met with Chip Pickering, and WVWC representatives regarding the 
installation of the Solar Farm. Jay is reviewing layout plans and making comments. 
 
Street: 

 ·         We will continue to set light poles on GGW. 
·         Installing another Green Space area on Main Street. 
·         We will be setting up and assisting in the WV Strawberry Festival Events next week. 
·         We have prepared the parks and playgrounds. 
·         We have hired a park attendant. 

Sewer: 

                                    ·         Continue to work on the North Spring Street project. Both crews are working on the job. Crew 1 
is installing a storm sewer up North Spring Street and crew 2 is installing a new sewer line in the 
alley to tie into the new North Spring Street sewer line. 

Water: 
 
·         Continue to work on hydrants and have pulled the second raw water pump to be rebuilt. 
 
Waste: 
 
·         Jeff Wamsley will be retiring June 4th so if you see him wish him well.  
 
Engineer: 
 
·         Tennerton Booster Station – Have staked out the approximate location of the property 
acquisition for review by the Water Department.  I believe that the area to be acquired is sufficient.  
Once the property is reviewed, the Water Department will need to contact a surveyor to have the 
property corners set.  Owner has agreed to donate the required property needed for the new 
Tennerton Booster Station site.  Will be working with the Water Department to GPS locate the 
preliminary property corners.  Will be working with Tom O’Neill to provide proposed deed and plat 
documents for the Owner to review within the few months.  
 
·         US EPA Risk Assessment and Emergency Response Plan – Continuing to work on the R&R Plan 
for submission.  The 75% draft plan will be submitted to the Water Department for review and 
comments within the next two weeks.  JH Consulting will prepare and submit the Emergency 
Response Plan on behalf of the Water Department once the R&R Plan has been submitted.  The R&R 
and EOP plans are required because of the America’s Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA).  
 
·         FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – Bid opening was held on April 15, 2021.  
Three contractors bid on the project.  The project came in almost 28% over budget.  I have been in 
contact with FEMA and the WVEMD numerous times over the past two weeks seeking a resolution.  



Per a conversation on April 30, 2021, the WVEMD requested that a new Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) 
be conducted on the grant using the bid opening results to determine if the overrun budget is still 
cost effective.  Began the new BCA analysis on April 30, 2021 and plan to submit the requested 
information to both FEMA and the WVEMD this week. 

A Q & A took place with the Council and Mr. Arnold on various topics. 
 

       C.2     Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins – Amby Jenkins provided the following report: 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 
       C.4     City Attorney - Tom O’Neill –Mr. O’Neill deferred to the Strategic Issues for Discussion 
and/or Vote section of the agenda. 
     
D. Correspondence & Information – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
          
          D.1    Letter of Support from Volunteer Fire Department RE: Proposal to hire three 
additional paid staff for BFD – see above, discussed earlier.  

          D.2    FOIA Request- Steve Cantler RE: List of Bidders & Results for Cemetery Mowing      



 

          D.3    Quitclaim Deed Pamela Perrine 15 Cleveland Avenue   

 

 

          D.4    Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-March 2021 



 

 

 

 



          D.5    FEMA Emergency Power Generators Hazard Mitigation Project Grant No. 1 Bid 
Opening Results 

 

 



 

 

          D.6    Letter to Community Care of WV RE: Flood Door Installation Requirements located 
at 34 & 36 N Kanawha St- Already resolved per City Engineer. 

E. Consent Agenda – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
                E.1    Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting 04/15/2021 & Special Meeting 
04/20/2021 - Recorder Sanders noted that the Minute of 04/15/2021 have not been distributed 
yet so they are not to be voted on for approval at this meeting. 



          E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 

 
 
          E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
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75070
James Allman

42 Cleveland Ave Alco Fence Chainlink Fence 4' Hgt $6,000.00 $66.00 X

75071
Karen Cochran
39 S Florida St Self

Electrical Reconnect 
Inspection B3 $100.00 X

75072
Charles Widmer

207 Wood St Self Electrical Upgrade B3 $100.00 

75073
Robert Snider
103 Wood St Self

Re-Roof Metal over 
Shingle $4,000.00 $44.00

75074
Ann Livesay

73 Smithfield St Pool Queen
Pool, Deck, Fence & 

Locking Gate $10,800.00 $118.80 X X

75075
Perry Wolfe

47 W Lincoln St Self
20'x30' Carport &

Fence 6' Hgt $1,820.00 $20.00 X

75076
Mary Miller
9 Park St K&Z Construction Stabilize Crawl Space $2,000.00 $22.00

75077
Nolte Rylands Ventures

15 E Main St Self Replacement Windows $1,450.00 $15.00 X

75078
First Baptist Church

40 Hart Ave
Mike's Kitchen & 

Bath
Kitchen & Sunroom 

Remodel $19,300.00 $164.05 X

75079
Abel Insurance Group

172 S Kanawha St Clayton Homes

28'x56' Manufactured 
Home-Office Use & 

Parking $130,000.00 $715.00 X X

75080
Josh Winnings
32 Meadow St Self 24'x26' Carport $500.00 $10.00 X

75081
Scott Albright
110 E Main St Reliable Roofing Re-Roof  $7,859.00 $86.45 X X

75082
Hartzel Hollen

116 Randolph St JBS Construction
Re-Roof Metal over 

Shingle $6,800.00 $74.80

75083
Jennifer Powers
103 Hickory St Crites Electric

Generator Install on 
33'x54' Concrete Pad $2,657.00 B2 $100.00 $29.23 X

75084
Ellwood Bennett

16 1/2 Cleveland Ave Self 8'x10' Storage Building $800.00 $10.00 X X X

75085
Ray Sines

9 Academy St Self

Concrete Front Porch 
Floor & Steps & 

Construct Vestibule $2,000.00 $22.00 X

75086
Gary Osburn
5 Lower Dr Self 8'x12' Storage Building $500.00 $10.00 X

75087
Rue Thompson
144 Wood St Self Replace Rail on fence $60.00 $10.00

75088
Rx Remedies Inc

29 Armory Rd
City Window 
Construction

Phase II Inside 
Renovations, Outside 

Façade & Re-Roof $3,250,000.00 A $250.00 $11,375.00 X X

75089
Craig Hyre

160 Pocahontas St Self Repair Brick Steps $1,500.00 $16.50

75090
Carol White

12 Island Ave Lot 1 Self

Singlewide Trailer 
14'x70' & Reconnect 

Electrical Service $2,000.00 B3 $100.00 $22.00 X X

75091
Nate Kennedy
36 Central Ave Self

Replacement Windows, 
Doors, Siding & Fascia $16,000.00 $176.00 X

75092
Rebecca Depew
86 S Florida St Self

Replacement 6'x8 Rear 
Porch w/ Roof, Steps & 

Fence Panels $1,000.00 $11.00 X X

75093
Kyke Wilson

66 S Florida St Self Privacy Fence 4' Hgt $300.00 $10.00 X X

75094
Michael Talbott
14 Island Ave

Double A 
Construction

Re-Roof Metal over 
Shingle $6,100.00 $67.10 X

79095
Allen Jenkins

125 Randolph St JBS Construction
Re-Roof Metal over 

Shingle $8,400.00 $92.40

75096
Joanne Morrison
30 W Victoria St Self

Re-Roof Metal over 
Shingle $6,000.00 $66.00

75097
Tim Mills

128 E Main St
Barkely Services 

LLC Razing 8'x12' Building $1,800.00 $20.00 X

75098
Casey Turner
9 Tucker St Self Re-Roof Shingles $1,500.00 $16.50 X

75099
Rodney Kennedy
39 N Florida St Leigh Enterprises

Front Porch w/ Roof 
8'x25' $5,000.00 $55.00 X

75100
Rich Clemens
102 Hickory St

Smalls Seal 
Coating & Patching

Seal Coat Existing 
Driveway $900.00 $10.00

TOTAL $3,497,046.00 $650.00 $13,354.83



 
 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 

                      E.4    Approval Resignation of Alisa Lively from the Police Civil Service Commission 
(Chamber of Commerce Appointment)    

 

 
 

          E.5    Approval Resignation of Sean Harris from the Buckhannon Planning Commission    
 
From: Sean Harris <harris.seant@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Apr 23, 2021 at 12:15 PM 
Subject: Planning Commission 
To: <amby.j@buckhannonwv.org>, Robbie Skinner <rskinner@dyerinsgroup.com>, BUChamber Info 
<info@buchamber.com> 
 
 Committee Members, 
 
     I am writing today Friday, April 23, 2021 to formally resign my seat on the City of Buckhannon 
Planning Commission. I have been asked by the Buckhannon - Upshur Chamber of Commerce to serve on the Police 
Civil Service Commission, as the Chamber Representative. In doing so I can no longer serve on two committees by 
the City of Buckhannon by laws. I want to thank you for allowing me to serve Buckhannon. I look forward to 
continuing to do so on the Police Civil Service Commission.  
 
Regards, 
Sean T Harris 



 
 

                      E.6    Approval Appointment of Sean Harris to the Police Civil Service Commission 
(Chamber of Commerce Appointment)     

 

 

 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda items E.1 through E.6 except for the approval of the 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 04/15/2021 was made by Thomas/Rylands.  Motion 
carried. 
 
F.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 

 
           F.1    Discussion/Possible Action  Resolution No. 2021-04 Acceptance of the Quitclaim 
Deed from Pamela Perrine 15 Cleveland Avenue - The Mayor recognized City Attorney O’Neill 
who explained Resolution No. 2021-04 which provides the City the ability to accept the Quitclaim 
Deed from Pamela Perrine 15 Cleveland Avenue. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 2021-04 Acceptance of the Quitclaim Deed from Pamela 
Perrine 15 Cleveland Avenue was made by Thomas/Sanders. Motion carried by the following 
Roll Call vote: 
 
Sanders - Yes  Thomas - Yes 
Bucklew - Yes  Rylands - Yes 
Albaugh - Absent Skinner - Yes 
Reger - Yes 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-04 OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S ACCEPTANCE OF THE QUITCLAIM DEED OF DEDICATION FROM 

PAMELA S. PERRINE, RESPECTING A LOT, TRACT, OR PARCEL OF LAND AT 15 CLEVELAND 
AVENUE, IN THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, ALL OF WHICH REAL ESTATE IS SITUATED ALONG 
THE BUCKHANNON RIVER, IN CORPORATION DISTRICT, UPSHUR COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

 
 WHEREAS, a Quitclaim Deed of Dedication dated April 21, 2021, was presented to the Council of 

the City of Buckhannon during its regularly scheduled meeting of May 6, 2021, which said deed had been 

fully and properly executed and acknowledged by the Grantor thereto, i.e., Pamela S. Perrine, and further 

which deed was tendered for acceptance by the City Council respecting that certain lot, tract or parcel of 

land situate at 15 Cleveland Avenue, in the City of Buckhannon, and further which real estate is generally 

situated along the banks of the Buckhannon River, in Corporation District, Upshur County, West Virginia; 

and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon has agreed following full and formal 

consideration of the proposed dedication and conveyance of real estate during the May 6, 2021, meeting 

to accept the aforesaid Quitclaim Deed of Dedication from Pamela S. Perrine, Grantor. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, 

AS FOLLOWS: 

 



 (1) That the Quitclaim Deed dated April 21, 2021, from Pamela S. Perrine, to the City of 

Buckhannon, a West Virginia municipal corporation, respecting the real estate which is more particularly 

described in the aforesaid deed is hereby and in all respects accepted by the Council of the City of 

Buckhannon; and,  

 

 (2) That the Deed of Dedication is specifically accepted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon 

in accordance with, and subject to the various terms and provisions of the aforesaid deed as the same are 

more particularly set forth therein; and, 

  

 (3) That this Resolution, or a copy thereof, shall be appended to, and made a part of the aforesaid 

Deed of Dedication, and that the Deed of Dedication, together with this Resolution then shall be recorded 

in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur County, West Virginia, to evidence the 

dedication and conveyance of the subject real estate to the City of Buckhannon, and to further evidence 

the formal acceptance by the Council of the City of Buckhannon of the same. 

 

VOTE ON RESOLUTION 
 
 IN FAVOR      OPPOSED 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 
 

 I, Randall Sanders, City Recorder of the City of Buckhannon, a West Virginia, municipal 
corporation, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution 2021-04 was lawfully adopted by the Council 
of the City of Buckhannon during a regular meeting of the City Council convened at Buckhannon City Hall, 
70 East Main Street, in Buckhannon, Upshur County, West Virginia, on May 6, 2021. 

 

 
Randall Sanders, City Recorder 

 
   F.2    Approval Indemnification Agreement with USI Insurance & WVPEIA - The Mayor and 
Amby Jenkins provided an overview of the Indemnification Agreement with USI Insurance & 
WVPEIA. 
 
Motion to approve the Indemnification Agreement with USI Insurance & WVPEIA was made 
by Rylands/Thomas.  Motion carried unanimously.  

INDEMNIFICATION AGREE 

This Indemnification Agreement ("Agreement") is effective as of May 6, 2021, by and 

between the West Virginia Public Employees Insurance Agency ("Indemnitee") and the City  

of Buckhannon, WV, and USI Insurance Services ("Indemnitors"). 

 



WHEREAS, the Indemnitors wish to provide for the indemnification of, and advancement of expenses to, 

Indemnitee to the maximum extent permitted by law; 

WHEREAS, Indemnitee does not regard the current protection available as adequate under 

the present circumstances; 

WHEREAS, it is reasonable, prudent, and necessary for the Indemnitors contractually to obligate 

themselves to indemnify the Indemnitee to the fullest extent permitted by applicable  law. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  in consideration  of the foregoing,  the Indemnitors and indemnitee 

hereby agree as set forth below. 

Indemnitors  shall indemnify and hold the Indemnitee  and its officers, directors, employees and agents 

harmless from and against any claim, cause of action, liability, damage, cost or expense ("Liabilities")  to  

which the  Indemnitee becomes subject to  as a  result of third party claims (including  reasonable  

attorneys'  fees  and  court  or  proceeding costs)  brought against  the Indemnitee,  which arise as a result 

of: (i)  the violation of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, including both the Privacy Rule 

and the Security Rule, or other federal or state privacy laws, rules, or regulations arising from or related to the 

information or data maintained by an Indemnitor; or (ii) the gross negligence or willful misconduct of an 

Indemnitor related to any security  incident or privacy breach and/or unauthorized disclosure  arising from 

information  or data maintained by the Indemnitor, except to the extent such Liabilities  were  caused by 

the Indemnitee. A party entitled to indemnification hereunder shall give prompt written notification to the 

Indemnitor of the commencement of any action, suit or proceeding relating to a third-party claim for which 

indemnification is sought, subject to applicable confidentiality constraints.  The Indemnifying Party shall be 

entitled to assume control of the defense of such action, suit, proceeding or claim with competent counsel 

of its choosing.  Indemnification shall not be required if any claim is settled without the Indemnitor's consent, 

which such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

Signed and dated this ___ day of May, 2021 by_______________________, as the duly 

authorized representative of the Indemnitee, the West Virginia Public Employees Insurance 

Agency. 

Signed and dated this 6th day of May, 2021 by _______________________, as the duly 

authorized representative of the Indemnitor, the City of Buckhannon, WV. 

Signed and dated the 6th day of May, 2021 by ________________________, as the duly 

authorized representative of the Indemnitor, USI Insurance Services. 

     
F.3    Discussion Board Vacancies: Planning Commission, BU Airport Authority, 
Buckhannon River Watershed Association & Fire Department Accreditation Policy Review 
Committee. 
 
The Mayor explained the openings and noted that the only recommendation that could be made at 
this meeting was that of CJ Rylands to the Fire Department Accreditation Policy Review Committee.  
The Mayor asked the members of Council to consider the other appointments that are necessary. 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of CJ Rylands to the Fire Department Accreditation 
Policy Review Committee was made by Sanders/Thomas.  Motion carried unanimously with 
Council Member Ryland's abstaining. 



        
                    F.4    Discussion/Possible Action WAMSB Funding Allocation - The Mayor recognized Amby 

Jenkins and Tom O’Neill who provided an overview of the financial and marketing status of the 
WAMSB event.  Amby reviewed Council’s agreement this past February to contribute $100,000 
toward a grant, but that was about the same time Callie Cronin-Sams left the City’s employ, and the 
final application was never submitted.   Since that time, we have met with Region VII to ask them to 
seek grants to assist with this event and we anticipate there will be grant funds available in some 
form.  One of the challenges the WAMSB planning committee is running into is how to handle the 
finances.  The State Auditor’s office suggested that a separate fund and checking account should be 
established.  Mr. O’Neill recommended that the WAMSB Buckhannon Host Committee establish 
their own corporate organization to manage the functions of this event and he has assisted in 
obtaining the federal ID number and we have asked a local accountant to assist the Committee in 
applying for a 501-3-c status with the IRS. The City Attorney notes that this newly organized 
committee can begin operations immediately while waiting on the 501-3-c application.  This 
committee would operate much like the other local event boards and committees, in that the city 
can contribute to this organization. The WAMSB Buckhannon Host Committee currently consists of 
the following people: Randy Sanders, Amby Jenkins, Callie Cronin-Sams, Alisa Lively, Laura 
Meadows, and Brad Kellison.  This committee will need funding while waiting on sponsorships.   
Amby does not anticipate the sponsorships will happen quickly.  The question is whether the City 
Council is willing to contribute the $100,000 that was committed toward the grant to this 
organization?   This would enable that committee to begin the process, acquire insurance, establish 
an international social media presence, etc.  One of the most important tasks will be to engage a 
media consultant that will begin seeking corporation sponsorships.   We are also working with 
Dionne Allen of Region VII to look for grants to help fund this project. 
 
Council Member Thomas spoke in favor of approving the $100,000 commitment citing the impact 
the event will have on the area and that this was a perfect type of activity when the proceeds of the 
sales tax revenues should be reinvested. 
 
Motion to approve the $100,000 funding allocation to the WAMSB Buckhannon Host 
Committee, Inc., was made by Thomas/Rylands.  The Mayor opened the floor for discussion.  
Council Member Bucklew, who stated that she was 100% in favor of the event, asked what 
the $100,000 would be used for.  Both Mrs. Jenkins and Mr. O’Neill explained the various 
costs involved with an event of this magnitude, including the insurance, engaging a media 
consultant to establish an international social media presence, creating the physical 
infrastructure necessary, etc. She also asked where any leftover money would go after the 
conclusion of the event.  Mrs. Jenkins stated that it would have to go to another charitable 
organization that has a 501-3-c status.  The Mayor called for the question. The motion 
carried unanimously with City Recorder and Council Member Sanders abstaining from the 
vote and it was noted that he also abstained from the discussion.  
 

                      F.5    Discussion/Possible Action Property Purchase 65 E Main Street RE: Deed & 
Resolution No. 2021-05 - City Attorney O’Neill explained that the purchase agreement 65 E Main 
Street RE: Deed & Resolution No. 2021-05 was in the Council’s packet and everything is on schedule 
for this purchase.  No action was necessary. 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

          F.6    Discussion/Possible Action Process to Increase Water Rates as 
recommended by the Water Board RE: Ordinance No. 451 - City Attorney O’Neill 

explained the process to increase Water Rates as recommended by the Water Board and 
explained in Ordinance No. 451.  Both he and Amby Jenkins provided an overview of the 

recent rate study that was conducted by Todd Dingess, CPA of Smith Cochran Hicks PLLC, 
and the fact that the Water Department is currently running at a loss and are unable to 

meet State Code funding requirements.  Council Member Rylands asked for clarification on 
the rate breakdowns and the recommended increases to residential and commercial 

customers and the rates charged to resale customers such as the PSDs.  Mr. O’Neill 
explained the residential and commercial customers increase was going up 25% and the 
resale customer rates were going up 42%.  Further discussion took place regarding the 

fairness of the rates being charged to customers in the City versus rates being charged to 
resale customers.  Mr. O’Neill noted that currently the Buckhannon Water Board rates rank 

us in the lowest 10% of all rates charged in West Virginia.  If the proposed rate increases 
are approved, the Buckhannon Water Board rates will rank us in the lowest 20% of all rates 
charged in West Virginia.  The Mayor also reminded us that the Water Board must remain 

self-sufficient and pay all its expenses from its own revenues.  Various items concerning the 
Water Department were discussed among the entire Council including performing a rate 

study every three years rather than waiting so long between rate studies.  This has been a 
recommendation of Council Member Reger who has also recommend this be the case for all 

utilities’ and do so on a rotating basis, 
 

Motion to approve the first of three readings Ordinance No. 451 of the City of 
Buckhannon, an Ordinance: (1) amending ordinances Nos. 207, 228, 342, 369 and 

392 of the City of Buckhannon, and (2) specifically establishing new water rates and 
charges for water distribution services provided by the Water Board of the City of 

Buckhannon was made by Thomas/Sanders.  Motion carried unanimously.       
 

ORDINANCE NO. 451 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE: 
(1) AMENDING ORDINANCES NOS. 207, 228, 342, 369 AND 392 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, 

AND (2) SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHING NEW WATER RATES AND CHARGES FOR WATER 
DISTRIBUTION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE WATER BOARD OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

 

 WHEREAS, the current rates and charges of the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon for 

providing water distribution services as were previously adopted by City Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 

369, and 392 are presently insufficient to maintain the high quality of water distribution services offered by 

the Board and City to the residents of Buckhannon and surrounding Upshur County; and, 



 WHEREAS, the Board and City have not sought a water rate increase since 2016; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Board and City’s cost of providing water distribution services has increased 

substantially since 2016; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City’s opportunities to improve and maintain its water distribution operations are 

substantially impeded given current revenues realized from the collection of current rates and charges; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Public Service Commission of West Virginia has imposed new requirements on 

water systems related to financial reserves; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Buckhannon municipal water system’s rates are currently within the top ten percent 

of the most affordable water rates in the State of West Virginia, with a ranking of 33rd out of the 367 water 

systems in the State of West Virginia; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Board and the City recently requested Smith, Cochran, Hicks, P.L.L.C., Certified 

Public Accountants of Charleston, West Virginia, to perform an independent rate study, which study was 

undertaken with recommendations being submitted to the Board and City, all as is evidenced by that certain 

written report dated April 8, 2021, tendered to both the Board and City; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report was presented by Todd F. Dingess, Certified Public 

Accountant with Smith, Cochran, Hicks, and discussed by the Water Board during a regularly convened, 

public meeting of the Board on April 8, 2021, the report urging the Board and City to adopt the rates 

recommended therein; and,  

 WHEREAS, the Water Board formally resolved during its regularly convened meeting of April 8, 

2021 to immediately recommend to the City Council that the City increase Buckhannon’s rates and charges 

for water distribution services pursuant to the aforesaid report of Smith, Cochran, Hicks, said proposed rate 

and charge schedule being hereinafter described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof; and, 

WHEREAS, the recommended rates, if adopted, would result in the Board’s rates ranking 61st least 

expensive out of the 367 water systems in the State of West Virginia; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon is authorized pursuant to the statutory provisions 

of Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, and Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b of the West Virginia Code, as 

amended, to impose by ordinance upon the users of water distribution services, such reasonable rates, 

fees and charges as shall be collected in the manner specified by ordinance; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon deems the rates and charges proposed by the 

Water Board of the City of Buckhannon, and as are set out in the aforesaid April 8, 2021 Smith, Cochran, 

Hicks’ report, and further which rates and charges are described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof, 

to be just and reasonable; and, 

 WHEREAS, in addition to the newly proposed rates and charges included in the aforesaid Smith, 

Cochran, Hicks’ report, the Water Board further moved to recommend the establishment of or increases in 

various administrative fees; and, 

 WHEREAS, the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Paragraph (1), and Chapter 

8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code, as amended, specifically provide that the collection of 

fees of any kind by a municipality shall be by ordinance; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the statutes 

of the State of West Virginia and further with the administrative rules and regulations of the Public Service 

Commission of West Virginia, hereinafter referred to as “PSC,” insofar as the establishment of new water 

distribution rates and charges is concerned. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the 

following findings: 

 (1) The current rates and charges of the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon for providing water 

distribution services as were previously adopted by City Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, and 392 are 



now, based upon the increased costs of providing services, insufficient to maintain the high quality of water 

distribution services offered by the Board and City to the residents of Buckhannon and surrounding Upshur 

County; 

 (2) The Board and City have not sought a water rate increase since 2016; 

 (3) The Board and City’s cost of providing water distribution services has increased substantially 

since 2016; 

 (4) The Board and City’s opportunities to improve and maintain the City’s water distribution 

operations are substantially impeded given current revenues realized from the collection of current rates 

and charges; 

 (5) In addition to increased costs in providing water distribution services, the Board has committed 

various repairs, upgrades, and other expansion and improvements to the City of Buckhannon’s Water Plant 

and water distribution system; 

 (6) Following the Board and City’s request, Smith, Cochran, Hicks, P.L.L.C., Certified Public 

Accountants conducted an independent rate study respecting Buckhannon’s water distribution operations, 

with findings and recommendations being set forth in a written report dated April 8, 2021; 

 (7) The Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ report was presented by Todd F. Dingess, certified public 

accountant, during a regularly convened, public meeting of the Water Board also conducted on April 8, 

2021; 

 (8) The Board formally moved and resolved during its April 8, 2021 meeting to recommend to the 

City Council that the City accept all rate recommendations of Smith, Cochran, Hicks, and that the City 

increase its rates and charges for water distribution services pursuant to the proposed rate and charge 

schedule described and set forth pursuant to Article II hereof; 

 (9) The Council considered the Board’s recommendation together with the Smith, Cochran, Hicks’ 

report during its regularly convened public meeting on April 15, 2021, and directed the drafting of the 

necessary authorizing Ordinance; 

 (10) The Council of the City of Buckhannon is authorized pursuant to the statutory provisions of 

Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, and Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b of the West Virginia Code, as 

amended, to impose by ordinance upon the users of water distribution services such reasonable rates, 

fees, and charges as shall be collected in the manner specified in the ordinance;  

 (13) The Council of the City of Buckhannon deems all rates and charges proposed by the Water 

Board of the City of Buckhannon to be just and reasonable;  

 (14) The statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Subsection (1), and Chapter 8, 

Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code, as amended, specifically provide that the collection of fees 

of any kind by a municipality shall be by ordinance; and, 

 (15) The Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with all applicable 

statutes of the State of West Virginia and the rules and regulations of the PSC insofar as the establishment 

of new water distribution rates and charges is concerned. 

 ARTICLE II - RATE AND CHARGE SCHEDULE:  The following rates and charges shall be paid for 

water distribution services offered by the Water Board of the City of Buckhannon, upon this Ordinance’s 

effectuation (Note: paragraphs #(1) through (6) below, for all of current rates and post-August 1, 2021 rates, 

are monthly charges): 

 

TYPE OF CUSTOMER/SERVICE         CURRENT RATE (pre-August 1, 2021) 

(1) Users of 0 – 2,000 gallons of water:     $6.51 / 1,000 gallons  

(2) Users of 2,000 – 14,000 gallons of water:    $6.27 / 1,000 gallons  

(3) Users of 14,000 – 50,000 gallons of water:    $5.62 / 1,000 gallons 

(4) Users of more than 50,000 gallons of water:    $2.59 / 1,000 gallons 

(5) Minimum Monthly bill according to size of meter installed: 



 (a) 5/8” meter or less    $13.02 

 (b) 3/4” meter     $19.53 

 (c) 1” meter     $32.55 

 (d) 1&1/2” meter    $65.10 

 (e) 2” meter     $104.16 

 (f) 3” meter     $195.30 

 (g) 4” meter     $325.50 

 (h) 6” meter      $651.00 
 
NOTE:  No minimum bill will be rendered for less than $13.02 which is equivalent to 2,000 gallons of water 
used. 
 

(6) Resale Customer(s):     Resale customers shall pay a rate of   
       $1.76/1,000 gallons regardless as to   
       quantity of gallons of consumed and   
       regardless as to number of meters. 

 

(7) Delayed Payment Penalty:                       *See note below. 

(8)Tap/service connection fee:               **3/4” = $750.00 
       1” = $1,000.00 
       Larger than 1” = at actual installation   
       cost. Tap fees for fire service protection   
       shall be the Board’s actual cost of   
       materials and labor to bring the    
       connection to the customer’s property   
       line as set forth in the WV PSC’s rules   
       and regs. 
 
(9) Disconnection/Reconnection service charge:      $50.00 per occurrence will be    
             charged whenever the water is    
             turned off for violations of rules,     
             non-payment of bills or at the     
          request of the customer for     
         maintenance on the customer’s side    
             of the meter. 
 
(10) Returned Check Charge:         ***See note below. 
 

(11) Leak adjustment:    ****$0.29/1,000 gallons  

(12) Security Deposit:    Not to exceed two-twelfths (2/12) of the    
      annual estimated charge for residential    
      service, or one-sixth (1/6) of annual    
      estimated charge for commercial    
      service, or $50.00 whichever is greater. 
 
(13) Private hydrant/fire protection fee:  $10.00 per month per hydrant and    
      $10.00 per fire service connection 4” or    
      less.  The monthly rate for each fire    
      service connection greater than 4” is    
      $20.00. 
 
(14) Meter & associated components damaged  
by customer (includes radio read components):      At actual repair & installation cost. 
 
(15) Re-reading of meter at customer request:  $25.00 
 
Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to re-read the customer’s water meter if the customer 
believes the meter reading was inaccurate.  Any customer may request a meter re-reading once every 12 
months at no charge to the customer.  If any customer requests additional re-readings within any 12 month 
period, and the re-reading or re-readings substantiate that the initial reading was accurate, the customer 
then shall be charged $25.00 for each additional re-reading.  The customer shall not be charged if the initial 
reading is determined to have been inaccurate by more than five percent (5%). 
 
(16) Meter test     $75.00 
 
Note:  Any customer may request the Water Board to test the customer’s water meter to determine the 
meter’s accuracy.  The customer shall pay $75.00 for the meter test in advance of the test.  In accordance 



with Rule 6.5 of the PSC’s Water Rules, if upon testing, the meter is determined to be more than two percent 
(2%) average in error, the meter test fee shall be promptly refunded to the customer.  If the meter is not 
found to be more than two percent (2%) in error, the City shall retain the meter test fee advanced by the 
customer for the test. 
 
(17) Meter reinstallation    $100.00 
 
Note:  In any event when a water meter is removed by the Water Board to prevent a customer from 
unlawfully obtaining water following a customer’s service being disconnected by the Water Board for 
customer non-payment, the customer shall pay a water reinstallation fee of $100.00 before the meter is 
reinstalled and water service is reinstated.  This fee shall be in addition to any other reconnection fees. 
 
*Delayed Payment Penalty - The above schedule is net.  On all accounts not paid in full when due, ten 

percent (10%) will be added to the net current amount unpaid.  This delayed payment penalty is not interest 

and is to be collected only once for each bill where it is appropriate. 

 

**Tap/service connection fee - This tap fee will be charged to all customers who apply for service outside 

of a certificate proceeding before the PSC for each new tap to the service. 

 

***Returned check charge - A service charge equal to the actual bank fee assessed but not to exceed 

$25.00 will be imposed upon any customer whose check for payment of charges is returned by the 

customer’s bank due to insufficient funds. 

 

****Leak adjustment - This amount shall be used when a bill reflects unusual consumption which can be 

attributed to eligible leakage on the customer’s side of the meter.  This rate shall be applied to all such 

consumption above the customer’s historical usage. 

 

TYPE OF CUSTOMER/SERVICE          NEW RATE (effective August 1, 2021) 

(1) Users of 0 – 2,000 gallons of water:     $8.14 / 1,000 gallons (increase)  

(2) Users of 2,000 – 14,000 gallons of water:    $7.84 / 1,000 gallons (increase) 

(3) Users of 14,000 – 50,000 gallons of water:    $7.03 / 1,000 gallons (increase) 

(4) Users of more than 50,000 gallons of water:    $3.24 / 1,000 gallons (increase) 

(5) Minimum Monthly bill according to size of meter installed: 

 (a) 5/8” meter or less    $16.28 (increase) 

 (b) 3/4” meter     $24.41 (increase) 

 (c) 1” meter     $40.69 (increase) 

 (d) 1&1/2” meter    $81.38 (increase) 

 (e) 2” meter     $130.20 (increase) 

 (f) 3” meter     $244.13 (increase) 

 (g) 4” meter     $406.88 (increase) 

 (h) 6” meter      $813.75 (increase) 

NOTE:  No minimum bill will be rendered for less than $16.28 which is equivalent to 2,000 gallons of water 
used. 
 

(6) Resale Customer(s):     Resale customers shall pay a rate of   
       $2.50/1,000 gallons regardless as to   
       quantity of gallons of consumed and   
       regardless as to number of meters. 

(increase) 

 

(7) Bulk Water Customer(s): Bulk water customers shall pay the greater of the 
rate appearing above per thousand gallons 
purchased, or $25.00. (new) 

 



(8) Delayed Payment Penalty*:                       See note below. 

(9) Tap/service connection fee**:             3/4” = $750.00 (unchanged) 
       1” = $1,000.00 (unchanged) 
       Larger than 1” = at actual installation   
       cost. Tap fees for fire service protection   
       shall be the Board’s actual cost of   
       materials and labor to bring the    
       connection to the customer’s property   
       line as set forth in the WV PSC’s rules   
       and regs. (unchanged) 
 
(10) Disconnection/Reconnection service charge:    $50.00 per occurrence will be    
              charged whenever the water is    
              turned off for violations of rules,    
              non-payment of bills or at the    
              request of the customer for    
              maintenance on the customer’s side   
              of the meter. (unchanged) 
 
(11) Returned Payment Charge***:        See note below. 
 

(12) Leak adjustment****:    $0.50/1,000 gallons (increase) 

(13) Security Deposit:    Not to exceed two-twelfths (2/12) of the    
      annual estimated charge for residential    
      service, or one-sixth (1/6) of annual    
      estimated charge for commercial    
      service, or $50.00 whichever is greater. 
       (unchanged) 
 
(14) Private hydrant/fire protection fee:  $10.00 per month per hydrant and    
      $10.00 per fire service connection 4” or    
      less.  The monthly rate for each fire    
      service connection greater than 4” is    
      $20.00. (unchanged) 
 
(15) Meter & associated components damaged  
by customer (includes radio read components):   At actual repair & installation cost.  

  (unchanged) 
 
(16) Re-reading of meter at customer request: $25.00 (unchanged) 
 
Note: Any customer may request the Water Board to re-read the customer’s water meter if the customer 
believes the meter reading was inaccurate.  Any customer may request a meter re-reading once every 12 
months at no charge to the customer.  If any customer requests additional re-readings within any 12-month 
period, and the re-reading or re-readings substantiate that the initial reading was accurate, the customer 
then shall be charged $25.00 for each additional re-reading.  The customer shall not be charged if the initial 
reading is determined to have been inaccurate by more than five percent (5%). 
 
(17) Meter test     $75.00 (unchanged) 
 
Note:  Any customer may request the Water Board to test the customer’s water meter to determine the 
meter’s accuracy.  The customer shall pay $75.00 for the meter test in advance of the test.  In accordance 
with Rule 6.5 of the PSC’s Water Rules, if upon testing, the meter is determined to be more than two percent 
(2%) average in error, the meter test fee shall be promptly refunded to the customer.  If the meter is not 
found to be more than two percent (2%) in error, the City shall retain the meter test fee advanced by the 
customer for the test. 
 
(18) Meter reinstallation    $100.00 (unchanged) 
 
Note:  In any event when a water meter is removed by the Water Board to prevent a customer from 
unlawfully obtaining water following a customer’s service being disconnected by the Water Board for 
customer non-payment, the customer shall pay a water reinstallation fee of $100.00 before the meter is 
reinstalled and water service is reinstated.  This fee shall be in addition to any other reconnection fees. 
 
*Delayed Payment Penalty - The above schedule is net.  On all accounts not paid in full when due, ten 

percent (10%) will be added to the net current amount unpaid.  This delayed payment penalty is not interest 

and is to be collected only once for each bill where it is appropriate. 

 

**Tap/service connection fee - This tap fee will be charged to all customers who apply for service outside 

of a certificate proceeding before the PSC for each new tap to the service. 



 

***Returned payment charge - A service charge equal to $25.00 will be imposed upon any customer whose 

check, EFT, ACH, or credit card payment of charges is returned by the financial institution processing 

payment. 

 

****Leak adjustment - This amount shall be used when a bill reflects unusual consumption which can be 

attributed to eligible leakage on the customer’s side of the meter.  This rate shall be applied to all such 

consumption above the customer’s historical usage. 

 ARTICLE III - AUTHORITY OF MAYOR TO PREPARE AND FILE ANY AND ALL REASONABLE 

OR NECESSARY APPLICATIONS, TARIFF MODIFICATIONS AND/OR OTHER DOCUMENTS WITH 

THE WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION:  The Mayor of the City of Buckhannon is hereby 

expressly authorized to prepare and file, and/or cause to be prepared and filed, any and all necessary 

applications, tariff modifications and/or other documents with the West Virginia Public Service Commission, 

and generally to assure the City of Buckhannon’s compliance with the West Virginia Public Service 

Commission’s rules and regulations respecting water distribution operations by a municipality.  The 

provisions of Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, 392 and/or any other ordinance provisions of the City of 

Buckhannon addressing water distribution services as provided by the City of Buckhannon or the Water 

Board of the City of Buckhannon, are hereby expressly amended pursuant to the provisions hereof. 

 ARTICLE IV - PREVIOUS WATER DISTRIBUTION ORDINANCES:  Any and all other provisions 

of Ordinances No. 207, 228, 342, 369, 392 and/or any other ordinance provisions of the City of Buckhannon 

addressing water distribution services as provided by the City of Buckhannon or the Water Board of the 

City of Buckhannon, and not expressly amended pursuant to this Ordinance No. 451, shall be deemed to 

remain in full force and legal effect, except for those rates, charges, and ordinance provisions which are 

expressly amended hereby. 

 ARTICLE V - PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION AND WATER BOARD RULES AND 

REGULATIONS:  This Ordinance is adopted by the City of Buckhannon with the express intention of 

complying with all rules and regulations of the West Virginia Public Service Commission.  Notwithstanding 

the immediately aforesaid intention, this Ordinance shall not prohibit the Water Board of the City of 

Buckhannon from establishing, applying and/or amending from time to time, the Board’s own rules and 

regulations which are not inconsistent with PSC rules and regulations, and which Board-established rules 

and regulations are promulgated to facilitate the administration and operation of the City’s water distribution 

system.    

 ARTICLE VI - SEVERABILITY:  In the event that any provision(s) of this Ordinance is determined 

to be unconstitutional or invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not 

affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof which are not specifically held to 

be unconstitutional or invalid other than that provision(s) which is specifically determined to be 

unconstitutional or invalid. 

 ARTICLE VII - EFFECTIVE DATE:  Pursuant to Chapter 24, Article 2, Section 4b, Paragraph (b) of 

the West Virginia Code, as amended, this Ordinance shall be deemed effective immediately following forty-

five (45) days from the third (3rd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, 

i.e., July 18, 2021; however, the rates established herein shall take effect on August 1, 2021. 

 

 FIRST READING:  May 6, 2021 

 SECOND READING:  May 20, 2021 

 THIRD READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:  June 3, 2021 

 

_____________________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 



 

 I, Randall Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 451 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on June 3, 2021. 

__________________________________ 
Randall Sanders, City Recorder 

 
G.      Comments and Announcements 

● Council Member Albaugh - Absent 

● Council Member Bucklew – Mrs. Bucklew has had people ask her if within the City limits, is there 
anything that we can do about obscenities that are in peoples yards noting that young people can see 
them?  Mr. O’Neill explained that if it is on private property, he does not think there is anything that 
we can do.  He explained that vulgarity is different from obscenity.  The language on the flag in 
question is considered vulgar rather than obscene.     

● Council Member Rylands – Mr. Rylands saw the concrete mixer used on Main Street and was happy 
with the way it works.  While he was watching it, he saw a reckless driver that he reported to the City 
Police.  A few hours later a BPD Officer followed up on it and he was pleased that the BPD are 
handling these items so professionally.  

● Council Member Thomas – Mr. Thomas asks that everyone be more respectful to their fellow 
human beings. He is thankful that he lives in Buckhannon, WV where people are still thoughtful to 
one another. 

● Council Member Reger – Mr. Reger thanked the BFD Volunteers that were in attendance today and 
he thanked all for allowing him to participate remotely until he is cleared to participate in person. 

● City Recorder Sanders – Mr. Sanders thanks the Council for their support for the WAMSB event 
with the vote earlier in the meeting and the commitment of $100,000.  He spoke of his presentation 
to the Buckhannon-Upshur Rotary Club earlier in the week and noted their offer to assist on a global 
way with Rotary International.  He also reported that we now have commitments of bands from the 
following countries: Africa, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Germany, Guatemala, Honduras, Ireland, Malaysia, Netherlands, Poland, Thailand, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, and Vietnam. 

H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements – The Mayor reported that Senator Shelley Moore Capito 
had paid a visit to Buckhannon, along with a television crew from NBC News, earlier today.  It was 
indicated to the Mayor that a story would appear on the NBC Nightly News with Lestor Holt the following 
day that would feature Buckhannon and the unique success that it was enjoying as a small town in 
America.  He encouraged all to tune in tomorrow evening, Friday, May 7, 2021, at 6:30 PM (ET), to watch.  
Council Member Thomas recommend that we promote it on our Website or Facebook. 

 



 
I.      Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:55 PM was made by Thomas/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 

 
       City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


