
       STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, October 7, 2021, at 
7:00pm in City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present 
Council Member      Shelia Lewis-Sines Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present - by GTM 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Absent 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present - by GTM 
BFD       Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Absent 
Channel 3      Dennis Cortes  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Absent 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Beth Broschart  Present 
Record Delta      Macie Queen  Present 
 
Guests: Jennifer Bostian, UCDA; Tammy Reger, Chamber of Commerce; Jody Light, Almost Heaven BBQ; Craig 
Presar, WVU Extension Service; Brett Dusenbury, US Congressman Mooney's Representative 
 
To Participate in a City Council meeting participants were invited to contact us at 304-472-1651 for the GoToMeeting 
link/access. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers  
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, October 7, 2021 

A.      Call to Order 
           A.1    Moment of Silence 
           A.2    Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
           A.3    Mayor’s Greetings 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
           B.1    Upshur County Development Authority-Executive Director Jennifer M. Tanner-Bostian, MBA 
           B.2    Jody Light-Almost Heaven Spooktacular Backyard BBQ 
           B.3    Dennis Cortes-Upshur County Parks & Recreation Board 

             B.4    Tammy Reger-Executive Director Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce 
  
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1    Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
          C.2    Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins 
          C.3    Fire Chief- JB Kimble 
          C.4    City Attorney- Tom O’Neill 
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1    Stockert Youth & Community Center-Notice Accepting Application for Activities Coordinator/Administrative Position  
          D.2    Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-August 2021 
          D.3    Upshur County Regional Airport –2020 West Virginia Aviation Economic Impact Study  
          D.4    Ethics Newsletter by the WV Ethics Commission –October 2021 
          D.5    Mayoral Proclamation Christian Heritage Week in WV Proclaimed by Governor Jim Justice November 21-27, 2021    
          D.6    U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Buckhannon River Routine Inspection Report & Final Determination Letters    
          D.7   Notice Advertisement for Bids-Construction Utility Vehicle for Street Department   
 
E.     Consent Agenda  
          E.1    Approval of Minutes- Regular Meeting 09/16/21 
          E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
 
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
         F.1 Request Financial Funding for the Almost Heaven BBQ Competition   
         F.2 CPWB Recommendation Funding of $5,000.00 for Holiday Decorations   
         F.3 Christmas Downtown Theme “Old Fashioned Christmas”   
         F.4 Approval Resolution 2021-09 Budget Revision #2 General Fund FY 2021/22   
         F.5 Approval Event Request 4-H Scavenger Hunt –Use of Jawbone Park, NBRFP & City Park on 10/23/2021    
         F.6 Approval Ordinance No. 453 Residency Requirements for Municipal Court Judge 1st Reading   
         F.7 Approval Appointments FY 2021/22 for Television Cable Board 2 Vacant Seats   
         F.8 Approval Recommendation from Façade Committee to Approve Expenditures: Foster Marketing Group 10 N. Spring Street   
         F.9 Resignation of Martha Edgell-Charles W. Gibson Library & To Name a Replacement   
         F.10 Discussion/Possible Vote Colonial Arts Center Staffing-MOU with the UCBOE- Position of Fine Arts & Culture    
                Facilitator/Educator   
        F.11 Discussion/Possible Vote Acceptance of Antique Fire Truck from the Estate of Harold Berthey   
        F.12 Approval to Support Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce Award/Recognition Virtual Event-$1,000 Sponsorship    
        F.13 Approval CPA Jeremy Drennen to Perform the External Financial Statement for FY Ending 06/30/2021   
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1    Pamela Bucklew 
          G.2    C J Rylands  
          G.3    David Thomas 
          G.4    Jack Reger 
          G.5    Shelia Lewis-Sines 



          G.6    Randall Sanders 
 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements  
 
I.       Adjournment 
 
Posted 10/04/2021 - REVISED 10/05/21            Next Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting Thursday, October 21, 2021 
 

A. Call to Order - Mayor Robbie Skinner called the regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council 
for Thursday, October 7, 2021, to order and asked all present to join him in a Moment of Silence.  He 
then led all those in attendance in the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
The Mayor provided an opening statement regarding the fire that took place on Tuesday, October 5, 
2021 on Main Street.  He recognized all of the City Departments, the several business owners, 
organizations, and civic leaders that provided support to the Fire Department during this 
challenging time. He extended his thanks to all involved and reiterated his ongoing pride in our 
community.      
    
B.  Recognized Guests 
 
B.1 Upshur County Development Authority-Executive Director Jennifer M. Tanner-Bostian, 
MBA - The Mayor introduced Jennifer Bostian who gave an overview of her past several weeks 
serving as the new Executive Director of the Upshur County Development Authority.  She has been 
visiting the different businesses and organizations to let all know that she is looking forward to 
working with the community moving forward.  She extended this same message to City Council.   
 
B.2 Jody Light-Almost Heaven Spooktacular Backyard BBQ - The Mayor recognized Jody Light 
who thanked the Mayor for his leadership during the fire on October 5, 2021.  She then gave an 
update on the Backyard BBQ event that is planned for October 30, 2021, which will be the 
competition and the food concession sales, which will be November 6, 2021.  She also requested the 
Council consider funding, by way of a sponsorship, for the Event. (See F.1) 
 
At this time the Mayor asked for a motion to move Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote to 
the table as necessary throughout the meeting. 
 
Motion to move Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote to the table as necessary 
throughout the meeting was made by Sanders/Lewis-Sines.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve funding of $2,000 for the Almost Heaven BBQ Competition was made by 
Reger/Lewis-Sines.  Motion carried. 
 
B.3 - Dennis Cortes-Upshur County Parks & Recreation Board - The Mayor recognized Dennis 
Cortes of the Upshur County Parks & Recreation Board who did not have a report at this time but 
did compliment the Mayor and the City for the successful response to the October 5, 2021 fire.  He 
also complimented the City for the recent paving completed on Gum Street. 
 
B.4    Tammy Reger-Executive Director Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce - The 
Mayor recognized Tammy Reger, the Executive Director Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of 
Commerce, who provided an update on the Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce 
Award/Recognition Virtual Event and requested the City provide a $1000 Sponsorship for the 
Business Woman of the Year Award, which will be a part of the Event. (See F.12) 
 
Motion to approve a $1,000 Sponsorship for the Business Woman of the Year Award for the 
Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce Award/Recognition Virtual Event was made by 
Sanders/Bucklew.  Motion carried.  
 
Craig Presar, WVU Extension Service was recognized who spoke about the National 4-H Week and 
the Event Request for the 4-H Scavenger Hunt –Use of Jawbone Park, NBRFP & City Park on 
10/23/2021.  He provided an overview of the request to Council. (See F.5) 
 
Motion to approve the Event Request 4-H Scavenger Hunt –Use of Jawbone Park, NBRFP & 
City Park on 10/23/2021 was made by Rylands/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 



 
 
 
 
Rhett Dusenbury, US Congressman Mooney's Representative, was recognized who brought 
greetings from the Congressman and extended his best wishes for the City's recovery from the 
October 5, 2021 fire.   
 
C.1    Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold - Jerry was not in attendance and did not submit a 
report. 
 
C.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins – Amby Jenkins provided the following report: 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
F.4 Approval Resolution 2021-09 Budget Revision #2 General Fund FY 2021/22 - Amby 
explained the reasons for the 2021-09 Budget Revision #2 General Fund FY 2021/22. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



F.2 CPWB Recommendation Funding of $5,000.00 for Holiday Decorations - The Mayor 
explained the reason for this request and that the CPWB had recommended that the Council 
approve this request. 
 
F.3 Christmas Downtown Theme “Old Fashioned Christmas - The Mayor explained the reason 
for this request and that BURMA was also in favor of this idea. 
 
Motion to approve the CPWB recommendation of funding of up to $5,000.00 for new holiday 
decorations was made by Rylands/Bucklew.  Motion carried 
 
Motion to approve the Christmas Downtown Theme “Old Fashioned Christmas was made by 
Sanders/Lewis-Sines.  Motion carried 
 
Motion to approve the Resolution 2021-09 Budget Revision #2 General Fund FY 2021/22 as 
presented by Amby Jenkins was made by Rylands/Reger.  Motion carried. 
 
A roll call vote was required as well: 
Lewis-Sines - Yes Rylands - Yes 
Bucklew - Yes  Sanders - Yes  
Reger - Yes  Skinner - Yes 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Amby Jenkins is recommending CPA Jeremy Drennen be selected to perform the City’s External 
Financial Statement for FY ending 06/30/2021. (See F.13) 
 
Motion to approve CPA Jeremy Drennen to perform the External Financial Statement for FY 
Ending 06/30/2021 was made by Rylands/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 
 
C.3 Fire Chief- JB Kimble - The Chief appreciated all the good words expressed by so many people 
and for the support provided by the many colleagues who also are with the City; the citizens and 
the many first responders from within the county and the surrounding areas.  He is proud of the 
efforts put forward by his firefighters and feels very blessed for their dedication. He went on to 
provide his normal report to council.    
 
After the Chief’s report, there was a discussion with the Council Members regarding the various 
nuances of the October 5, 2021 fire including the importance of preplanning for extreme fires such 
as this; plans that take into consideration the actual structures within the area; how to incorporate 
additional departments as they arrive on scene to assist, etc. 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
F.11 Discussion/Possible Vote Acceptance of Antique Fire Truck from the Estate of Harold 
Berthey – This was moved to the table for discussion and or action while the Chief was still 
addressing Council.  Mayor Skinner explained the gift being offered is from the Estate of Harold 
Berthey.  Chief Kimble assisted with the explanation that is an antique Fire Truck from his 
collection. 
 
Motion to authorize the acceptance of an antique Fire Truck from the Estate of Harold 
Berthey provided that the gift is free and clear of all encumbrances was made by 
Rylands/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 
 
C.4   City Attorney - Tom O’Neill – Mr. O’Neill did not have a formal report for Council at this time. 
 
D. Correspondence & Information – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
 
D.1    Stockert Youth & Community Center-Notice Accepting Application for Activities 
Coordinator/Administrative Position  
 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON STOCKERT YOUTH & COMMUNITY CENTER ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS: 

The City of Buckhannon is accepting applications to fill one activities coordinator/administrative full-time position 
at the Stockert Youth and Community Center.  This position includes retirement and health benefits.  Candidates 
that are considered for the position will be subject to background check, drug test, and physical exam. 

Applications and a complete job description may be obtained at City Hall, 70 E Main St, Buckhannon WV, Mon-Fri 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm, or call 304-472-1651 for information.  The deadline for applications with resume is October 8, 
2021 at 4:30 pm. The City of Buckhannon is an EEOC employer committed to the principle of equal opportunity for 
all qualified persons, and employs without regard to any individual’s creed, race, color, ethnicity, national origin, 
religion, gender, age, handicap, familial status, or sexual orientation. 
 
 Stockert Youth and Community Center-Activities Coordinator/Administrative Position 

The City of Buckhannon is accepting applications to fill one activities coordinator/administrative full-time position 
at the Stockert Youth and Community Center.  This position includes retirement and health benefits.  Candidates 
that are considered for the position will be subject to background check, drug test, and physical exam. 

Candidates must: 

 Enjoy working with school age children 
 At least 21 years of age with at least a high school diploma or GED equivalent 



 Capable of lifting up to 50 pounds 
 Willing to adapt to a flexible work schedule 

Candidates must have: 

 At least one year of leadership experience in a school age program or similar setting. 
 General knowledge of computers and office programs including social media marketing 
 Good communication skills and ability to work with the public and multiple organizations  
 Valid Driver license 
 WV Stars Child Care Certificate is preferred or must be obtained upon employment 

Job duties will include, but not limited to: 

 Being well organized and detail oriented 
 Managing daily operations of programs, staff and youth 
 Planning and organization of SYCC events 
 Coordinating multiple programs and groups 
 Performing administrative associated duties 

Applications may be obtained at City Hall, 70 E Main St, Buckhannon WV, Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, or call 304-
472-1651 for information.  The deadline for applications with resume is October 8, 2021 at 4:30 pm. The City of 
Buckhannon is an EEOC employer committed to the principle of equal opportunity for all qualified persons, and 
employs without regard to any individual’s creed, race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
handicap, familial status, or sexual orientation. 
 
Stockert Youth Center position 2021 
  

D.2    Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-August & September 2021 
 

 Cats brought in by City Trapper  9 
 Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer 0 
 Cats brought in by County Residents  98 

 
  Dogs brought by Animal Control Officer 31 
 Dogs brought in by County Residents  25 

 
 
D.3    Upshur County Regional Airport –2020 West Virginia Aviation Economic Impact Study  
 

 



D.4    Ethics Newsletter by the WV Ethics Commission –October 2021 
 
Agency cell phone use The Ethics Commission held that an agency may not allow its employees to use, for free, 
their agencyprovided cell phone as their personal cell phone device and plan. Incidental and de minimis personal 
use of an agency cell phone which does not result in an additional cost to the agency is still okay. Exception -- an 
agency may allow its employees to use their agency-provided cellular phone and plan as their personal cell phone 
if the employees pay a reasonable fee to the agency for the personal use and do not use it for commercial or 
political campaign purposes. A.O. 2021-15 Blast from the Past Agency employees and officials may not use their 
agency’s Sam’s Club card or similar shopping club memberships for personal purchases- even if the agency does 
not incur any additional costs. A.O. 2010-18 
 
Advisory Opinions-Website Advisory Opinion 2021-20 Nepotism A sheriff’s son may be employed as the director of 
courthouse security if the sheriff’s chief deputy is responsible for hiring for this position and supervising the son. 
Advisory Opinion 2021-19 Town employee who works at the welcome desk at town hall may not have on her desk 
a cup that has a campaign slogan for a former candidate for federal office visible to the public. Advisory Opinion 
2021-17 City employees are prohibited from accepting tips from members of the public when the employees are 
being fully compensated by the City. To accept additional compensation, including tips, would result in prohibited 
extra compensation. Advisory Opinion 2021-16 The Ethics Act prohibits a board of education member or employee 
from using board of education facilities on terms and conditions that are not available to the public. New Advisory 
Opinions Since its creation in 1989, the Ethics Commission has issued hundreds of advisory opinions. Advisory 
opinions about the Ethics Act that were issued since 2005 may be viewed here. Older opinions are available upon 
request. You can also find opinions by the Commission and its Committees on our website about the following: • 
W. Va. Code § 61-10-15 (relating to county officials’ prohibited interests in contracts) • W. Va. Code § 18-5-1a 
(relating to eligibility to serve on county boards of education and whether BOE members may hold certain other 
public positions). • The Open Governmental Meetings Act, and • The Standards of Conduct for State 
Administrative Law Judges Only persons subject to the relevant statute may request an advisory opinion. The 
identity of the requester, except for Open Meetings Act opinions, will not be disclosed in the opin 
 
D.5    Mayoral Proclamation Christian Heritage Week in WV Proclaimed by Governor Jim 
Justice November 21-27, 2021    
 

 
 
D.6    U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Buckhannon River Routine Inspection Report & Final 
Determination Letters    
 



 
 

D.7   Notice Advertisement for Bids-Construction Utility Vehicle for Street Department. 
  

City of Buckhannon  
Advertisement for Bids 

Construction Utility Vehicle  
 

The City of Buckhannon Street Department will be accepting sealed bids for (1) New 4X4 Construction 
Utility Vehicle. Bids will be received until Wednesday, October 20, 2021, at 1:00 PM. Bid specifications 
may be obtained at Buckhannon City Hall (Mon.-Fri. 8:30am to 4:30pm). All bids must be placed in a 
sealed envelope and clearly marked as “Sealed Bid for UTV”. Bids may be mailed to: 

City of Buckhannon 
“Sealed Bid UTV” 
70 East Main St. 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
 
All bids shall include delivery to City of Buckhannon. The City of Buckhannon reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.  

Run Record Delta 10/7/21, 10/14/21 
 
E.  Consent Agenda 
 
E.1    Approval of Minutes- Regular Meeting Regular Meeting 09/16/21 
E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 



 
 
 
E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 
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75264
Jacob Hinzman

149 Randolph St Self Fence 6' Hgt $999.00 $10.00 X

75265
Richard Norman
179 Randolph St Self Repair Porch Steps $200.00 $10.00

75266
John Hinchman
44 N Florida St Self

Fence 5' Hgt & Inside 
Remodel $4,000.00 $44.00 X

75267
Debra Harrison
22 Marion St Neels Fence

Fence 6' Hgt Rear Yard
Fence 4' Hgt Front/Side $11,835.00 $130.19 X

75268
Stephanie Rockwell

75 S Florida St Worry Free Electric Electrical Upgrade $3,000.00 B2 $100.00 X

75269
Roy Dean

167 Camden Ave Self
Front Porch Extension 

11'x6' $600.00 $10.00 X

75270
Stone Tower Brews

5 E Main St Appalachian Air 
Replacement Roof Top 

HVAC System $9,407.00 $89.37 X

75271
City of Buckhannon

15 Madison St Self
Razing Structure & 
Concrete Removal $n/c X X

75272
Steve Posey
31 Marion St Self Gutterwork $1,000.00 $15.00

75273
Steven Atkins
16 Reger Ave

Final Grade 
Excavation 
Services

Repair & Stabilize 
Existing Retaining Wall $10,000.00 $110.00

75274
Richard Paugh
43 Meade St Richard Paugh Electrical Upgrade $600.00 B2 $100.00 X

75275
Klie Law Offices

21 E Main St The Sign Guy Signage (2) $4,785.00 $45.46 X X

75276
WVWC

59 College Ave
Appalachian 

Renewable Power 
WVWC Solar Array 
Project & Fencing $397,800.00 A $397.80 $2,187.90 X X X

75277
Janice Lantz
13 Gate St Self

Re-Roof Metal over 
Shingle $3,500.00 $38.50

75278
Sonja Flint

7 Reger Ave
Twisted Wire 

Ed Ware Replacement Meter Box $1,100.00 B2 $100.00 

75279
City of Buckhannon

Smithfield St
Cooper Asphalt 

Sherrad LLC
Smithfield Street
 Paving Project $55,860.42 $n/c X

75280
City of Buckhannon

City Streets
Cooper Asphalt 

Sherrad LLC

Street Paving Project
Gum, W Lincoln, Lincoln 
Way, Lightburn, Latham, 

Second Sts $55,800.00 $n/c X

75281
Ray Sines

9 Academy St Hulls Contacting
Paving Existing 

Driveway $5,000.00 $55.00

75282
Matt Bohman

154 Pocahontas St Self

Inside Flooring
Replace Floor & Railing 

on Existing Porch $4,000.00 $44.00

75283
WVWC 

16 Camden Ave Self
New Electrical Service 

to Warehouse $500.00 A $100.00 

75284
Stephen Jeran

61 S Kanawha St
First Class 

Construction
Replacement ADA 

Ramp $n/c X X

75285
Seth Hoffman

111 Randolph St Self
Replace Private 

Sidewalk $200.00 $10.00

75286
Joanna Webb
32 S Florida St Self

In Home Occupation 
3 Little Buds $n/c X X

75287
Delmar Light

67A Coleman Place
Twisted Wire 

Ed Ware New Meter $100.00 A $100.00 

75288
Bruce Bennett
10 Fourth St Self

Razing Structure & 
Outbuilding $20.00 X

75289
Joanna Webb
32 S Florida St

WV Home Pro LLC
Jerry Cochran

Repair Existing 
Retaining Wall into 

Basement $500.00 $10.00 X

TOTAL $570,786.42 $897.80 $2,829.42



 

 

 



 

 



 

 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda items E.2 and E.3 was made by Sanders/Lewis-Sines.  
Motion carried. 
 
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote – Many of the Strategic Issues were already 
addressed earlier in the meeting.   
 
F.1 Request Financial Funding for the Almost Heaven BBQ Competition – Action taken earlier 
in the meeting. 
  
F.2 CPWB Recommendation Funding of $5,000.00 for Holiday Decorations – Action taken 
earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.3 Christmas Downtown Theme “Old Fashioned Christmas” – Action taken earlier in the 
meeting. 
 
F.4 Approval Resolution 2021-09 Budget Revision #2 General Fund FY 2021/22 – Action 
taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.5 Approval Event Request 4-H Scavenger Hunt –Use of Jawbone Park, NBRFP & City Park on 
10/23/2021– Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.6 Approval Ordinance No. 453 Residency Requirements for Municipal Court Judge 1st 
Reading – Prior to presenting Ordinance No. 453, Mr. O’Neill provided an brief report on a new 
tenant at the Buckhannon-Upshur Airport, which is KCI Enterprises.   Their presence will provide a 
significant impact to the area.  Mr. O’Neill servers as the President of the Buckhannon-Upshur 
Airport Authority and Recorder Sanders serves on its Board. 



 
Mr. O’Neill then presented No. 453 Residency Requirements for Municipal Court Judge to the 
Council for its 1st reading. 
 
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 453 Residency Requirements for Municipal Court Judge 1st 
reading was made by Sanders/Lewis-Sines.  Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 453 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 242 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, PROVIDING FOR THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE JUDGE OF CITY OF BUCKHANNON MUNICIPAL COURT AND MAKING CERTAIN STYLISTIC 

CHANGES 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon, by Ordinance No. 242 adopted on August 20, 

1987, established certain requirements for the Judge of the Municipal Court; particularly, that the Judge of 

the Municipal Court, at all times during his or her service as Judge, shall be a bona fide resident of the City 

of Buckhannon; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon wishes to revisit that requirement in light of the 

growth and integration of the greater Buckhannon-Upshur community, particularly outside of the municipal 

limits of the City; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City Council now deems it to be reasonable and appropriate, and in the best 

interest of the current and future operation of the City and the Municipal Court, to amend the residency 

requirements of the Judge thereof to permit any bona-fide resident of Upshur County, West Virginia to serve 

in that role; and, 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of this Ordinance is also to update certain language contained in 

Ordinance No. 242. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

a) That Article 3, Section 3-2 of Ordinance No. 242 of the City of Buckhannon is amended to read as 

follows: 

 The Judge of the Municipal Court, at the time of his or her appointment and at all times during the 

term of his or her office, shall be a bona fide resident of Upshur County, West Virginia. In the event that the 

Judge of the Municipal Court moves his or her residence from Upshur County, West Virginia during his or 

her term of office, then he or she shall automatically vacate the office. 

b) That all other provisions of Ordinance No. 242 remain in full force and effect. 

ARTICLE II - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

November 20, 2021. 

 FIRST READING:      October 7, 2021 

 SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:       October 21, 2021 

 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
 
 



CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 453 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on October 21, 2021. 

 
Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder 

 
 

F.7 Approval Appointments FY 2021/22 for Television Cable Board 2 Vacant Seats - Tabled 
for a further meeting. 
 
F.8 Approval Recommendation from Façade Committee to Approve Expenditures: Foster 
Marketing Group 10 N. Spring Street – As mentioned in Amby Jenkins’ earlier report, this matter 
will need to be tabled due to lack of information from the Façade Grant applicant.  
 
PRESENTED TO CITY COUNCIL 10/7/2021 

BUILDING FAÇADE GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE 

The following Buckhannon Façade Committee members met on October 4, 2021 at 3:30 pm to review 
the following application from Travis Foster. 

Committee members present were Bryson VanNostrand, Amberle Jenkins and CJ Rylands. 

One application was presented to the committee for review. 

1. Foster’s Marketing Group, Inc. –Travis Foster-10 N. Spring Street 
Details of Façade Project: To reface the front of the building consisting of the following: three new 
doors, new metal on the front, new window, new rock up 4ft tall under the windows, new lighting & 
electrical of the awning. 

The Committee discussed the application but had questions about the details of the project.  The 
applicant will need to submit drawings including details of the materials to be used in this project.  

All proposed projects must be in compliance with current City Codes and the Committee will need to 
confirm this meets those regulations. 

Mrs. Jenkins also noted that Mr. Foster currently has an outstanding balance with the Sanitary 
Department and would like to determine the status of that issue. 

 
F.9 Resignation of Martha Edgell-Charles W. Gibson Library & to Name a Replacement 
 
Motion to accept the resignation of Martha Edgell-Charles W. Gibson Library was made by 
Rylands/Sanders.  Motion carried. 
 
F.10 Discussion/Possible Vote Colonial Arts Center Staffing-MOU with the UCBOE- Position of 
Fine Arts & Culture Facilitator/Educator – Mr. O’Neill confirmed that he read the MOU and had 
no problems with the MOU as it is written.  Mr. Rylands thought it was a great idea in that the 
Upshur County School BOE will hire an Art Teacher to hold classes at the Colonial Art Center.  Mrs. 
Lewis-Sines was concerned that the MOU had a requirement that City will employ an individual to 
fill the position of Managing Director.  Discussion took place regarding the wording by Council and 
Mr. O’Neill.      
 
The Mayor recommended that Mr. O’Neill make some edits to the current MOU to send to Mrs. 
Lewis-Sines and Mr. Sanders with the hopes of having a new version ready to present to Council at 
the next meeting.  All agreed with this suggestion.  No further action was necessary. 
  
F.11 Discussion/Possible Vote Acceptance of Antique Fire Truck from the Estate of Harold 
Berthey – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.12 Approval to Support Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce Award/Recognition 
Virtual Event-$1,000 Sponsorship – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.13 Approval CPA Jeremy Drennen to Perform the External Financial Statement for FY 
Ending 06/30/2021 – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 



G.      Comments and Announcements 
 

 Council Member Bucklew - Mrs. Bucklew again commended the Buckhannon Fire 
Department, the business owners and our citizens with how they handled themselves 
during the fire of October 5, 2021. 
   

● Council Member Rylands – Mr. Rylands spoke about the completed demolition of the 
Knights of Pythias building in preparation for the SYCC building mentioning that there was 
an additional piece of property that adjoins that he would like us to speak to the owner 
about possibly purchasing so that we can have the best option for the new Stockert building.  
He also reported that Create Buckhannon has entered into an agreement with Downstream 
Strategies to look into a grant that is available to a 501c3 for planning money for 
communities to profile themselves for larger grants in the future.         

● Council Member Thomas – Absent 

● Council Member Reger - Nothing further. 

● Council Member Lewis-Sines – Mrs. Lewis-Sines also commended the Buckhannon Fire 
Department and all involved for their remarkable work during the fire of October 5, 2021.  
 

● City Recorder Sanders - Mr. Sanders directed his remarks to Fire Chief Kimble and ask him 
to deliver a message to all the members of his department, both the paid and volunteers, on 
the tremendous job that they did during the fire of October 5, 2021.  He commended them 
on the fact that they were all professional and executed their response plans flawlessly.      

Main Street Fire-The Aftermath! 

https://buckhannonwv.org/main-street-fire-the-aftermath/ 
 
October 5, 2021, BUCKHANNON, WV: The fire at 23-23B East Main Street, at the corner of 
Spring Street and Main Street, in Buckhannon, is out – but there is much to deal with over the 
next several hours, days, and weeks to come! Cleanup is underway, evaluations will take place 
as well as inspections by the proper authorities, and decisions for the current occupants will have 
to be made. 
 
Assisting the Buckhannon Fire Department today were the Ellamore Fire Department, Elkins Fire 
Department, Warren District Fire Department, Adrian Volunteer Fire Department, Junior 
Volunteer Fire Department, Belington Fire Department, Weston Fire Department, Washington 
District Fire Department, Jane Lew Fire Department, and Banks District Fire Department. (Other 
departments may have been on the scene but these are the ones identified at this time – our 
thanks to all!) 
 
Also assisting were members of the Buckhannon Water Department, the Buckhannon Police 
Department, the Upshur County Sheriff’s Department, the Upshur County EMS, the Randolph 
County EMS, the Buckhannon VIPS, the Buckhannon Street Department, and City employees 
from various departments. Mayor Skinner was on hand throughout the entire event offering his 
support to the City of Buckhannon employees and volunteers, and his thanks, on behalf of the 
City, to all those who came from the surrounding area to assist. 
 
With the skillful work of the firefighters, who dispersed 1 million gallons of water on the blaze, the 
fire was contained to the 23-23B East Main Street building, although water damage took place to 
the adjacent 23C Main Street building as well. 

Main Street is still closed to all traffic while the cleanup takes place! 
 
Other stories related to this subject: 
 
https://buckhannonwv.org/340-pm-update-on-main-street-fire-october-5-2021/ 
 
https://buckhannonwv.org/fire-erupts-on-main-street/ 
 
For media inquiries, contact:  

Randy Sanders 
City of Buckhannon, WV 
City Recorder & Information Coordinator 
 
 



Press Release From BPD Fire Chief JB Kimble On Fire of October 5, 2021 

https://buckhannonwv.org/press-release-from-bpd-fire-chief-jb-kimble-on-fire-of-october-5-
2021/ 

BUCKHANNON FIRE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF FIRE CHIEF 
22 S. Florida Street 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(0) 304-472-2868 
Jb.kimble@buckhannonwv.org 
 
PRESS RELEASE 

October 8, 2021 

At 14:05 hours on October 5, 2021, the Buckhannon Fire Department (BFD), along with multiple 
agencies from within Upshur County and the surrounding counties, were dispatched for a commercial 
structure fire in the area of 23 East Main Street in Buckhannon. Upon arrival we saw heavy smoke 
showing from a building on the corner of Main and Spring Streets. Upon completing a view of all sides of 
the building, the fire was upgraded to a second and then a third alarm fire. A third alarm fire is the largest 
response in the (BFD) dispatch policy.   
 
Engine I arrived with a Captain, an off-duty Firefighter and a driver/operator and they immediately pulled 
a 2.5-inch attack line and then entered the structure to search the second and third story apartment area 
looking for residents still in the building.  The initial crew, with the assistance of an additional crew of 
two, were able to locate and assist with the removal of four residents from the building. 
 
At 14:22 hours, Truck 11 (ladder truck) was put into service giving us a bird’s eye view.  At that point, 
from the recommendation of the command, we initiated an evacuation of the building due to rapidly 
growing fire conditions. The interior crews and command identified three apartments that had not been 
searched before exiting the building.  The communication of this information couldn’t take place prior to 
withdrawal due to radio communication issues. 

The decision was made to complete the search to clear the apartments via windows on the Spring Street 
side and on the rear of the building. Upon clearing the final apartment, the interior search crew found 
difficulty in exiting via the window they had entered. The crew attempted to exit via the interior stairwell 
but ultimately became disoriented due to the layout of the building and the extremely limited visibility. 
The situation went from bad to worse as one member of the crew became low on air. The other firefighter 
transmitted the “mayday” (firefighter in trouble) immediately.  Other crews who had assisted in the 
operation from the exterior also tried to notify command of the urgent situation. Ultimately, the situation 
had a favorable outcome as the crew was able to locate a nearby window and take refuge on a roof. A 
ladder was moved to their location for their use. The firefighter who suffered the low air emergency was 
evaluated by EMS and released at the scene. The training and experience of all members involved during 
this point of the emergency allowed for the best outcome possible. 

The following is a timeline of events during the operation. We have also included a total list of all 
organizations involved. 
 
23 East Main Street Structure Fire Timeline 
 
•        14:05 hours – First Alarm assignment Station 1, Station 2, Station 3, Station 6 

•        14:07 hours – 1150 and Engine 1 arrive on scene 

•        14:08 hours – Second Alarm struck 

•        14:09 hours – Third Alarm struck 

•        14:10 hours – Interior crews deployed 2.5 attack line to the second floor 

•        14:12 hours – Truck l l arrived on scene 

•        14:22 hours – Truck l l was up surveying 

•        14:26 hours – Command requesting additional assistance to second floor 



•        14:29 hours – Command requesting additional help to second floor again 

•        14:33 hours – Lewis Truck 1 advising part of the structure is collapsing 

•        Command orders an evacuation of the building 

•        After evaluating the structure, command orders crews to reenter the building to search possible 
occupied apartments 

•        14:56 hours – “Mayday” is called by an interior crew for low air and zero visibility 

•        Firefighting crew was removed by additional crews 

•        15:18 hours – Building cleared and defensive mode is initiated 

•        19:28 hours – Scene is turned over to the West Virginia State Fire Marshal 
 
Organizations involved 
 
Upshur County 
 
•        Buckhannon Fire Department 

•        Adrian Fire Department 

•        Ellamore Fire Department 

•        Warren District Fire Department 

•        Washington District Fire Department 

•        Banks District EMS 

•        Upshur County 911 

•        Upshur County EMS 

•        Upshur County OEM 

•        Upshur Health Department 

•        Upshur County Sheriff Department 

•        Buckhannon Police Department 

•        Numerous City Utility Departments including Parking Enforcement and Buckhannon VIPS 
 
Lewis County 
 
•        Weston Fire Department 

•        Jane Lew Fire Department 
 
Barbour County 
 
•        Belington Fire Department 

•        Junior Fire Department 

Randolph County 
 
•        Elkins Fire Department 

•        Randolph County EMS 



Final Remarks 
 
•        We used approximately 1.3 million gallons of water on the fire.  

•        Four residents were removed during operations. 

•        No transportable injuries were reported. 

•        Two fire department vehicles were damaged. 

•        One set of turnout gear was damaged, a ventilation saw, one 2.5 inch nozzle and 5 sections of hose 
were destroyed. 
 
The Buckhannon Fire Department would like to thank all organizations that assisted in this operation. We 
would like to also thank all the individuals and organizations in our community that brought water, food 
and everything else we needed to mitigate this response in a safe manner. 

H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements – Mayor Skinner spoke about the strength of the 
community and how he knew that the beauty of the Main Street will be back soon because that is 
what Buckhannon is all about.  He provided a bit of the history about the building that we lost to the 
fire and again, commended all who were involved in the efforts. 
 
The Mayor then called for an Executive Session per WV Code § 6-9A-4- Personnel matters. 
 
At 8:48 PM, a motion to enter in an Executive Session was made by Rylands/Sanders.  Motion 
carried. 
 
At 10:08 PM, a motion to leave Executive Session was made by Rylands/Lewis-Sines.  Motion 
carried.  No decisions were made. 
   
I.      Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:09PM was made by Rylands/Sanders.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 

 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


