
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, March 3, 2022, at 7:00pm 
in City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present – by phone 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present  
Council Member      Shelia Lewis-Sines Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Absent  
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present – by phone 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present – by GTM 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Absent 
Fire Department      JB Kimble  Present – by GTM 
Finance Director      Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Channel 3      Dennis Cortes  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present - by phone 
MyBuckhannon.com     Beth Broschart  Present 
Record Delta      Macie Queen  Absent  
 
Guests: Rusty Webb, The Webb Law Centre, PLLC; Jennifer Tanner-Bostian, Executive Director of 
the Upshur County Development Authority; and Caiden Cowger.  
 

CITY COUNCIL OF BUCKHANNON – 7:00 PM IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
MEETING AGENDA FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2022 

Channel 3 is Live Streaming our City Council Meetings at https://www.facebook.com/ch3buckhannon/ Please 
send public comments to buckhannon@buckhannonwv.org via email or drop them in the mail, or drop box 
behind City Hall.  Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693 You can also dial in using your phone: United States: +1 (571) 317-
3112 Access Code: 443-910-693 
 
A.      Call to Order 
           A.1   Moment of Silence 
           A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
           B.1  Rusty Webb-The Webb Law Centre, PLLC 
           B.2  Upshur County Development Authority-Executive Director Jennifer M. Tanner-Bostian, MBA -Presentation & 
                   Request for Funding for FY 2022/23 
           B.3  Dennis Cortes-Upshur County Parks & Recreation Board   
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1   Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
          C.2   Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins 
          C.3   Fire Chief- JB Kimble 
          C.4   City Attorney- Tom O’Neill 
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1   FOIA Request from West Virginia Open the Books RE: Payroll Documents of City Employees & Elected Officials 
          D.2   Notice of Special Public Meeting of the Buckhannon Historic Landmarks Commission on 04/05/22 6PM RE:  
                    Information, Grant Opportunities, Design Criteria Guidelines for Buckhannon Historic Districts 
          D.3   Early Voting Schedule –Primary Election-May 10, 2022 
          D.4   List of Candidates Filing in Upshur County for the May 10, 2022 Primary Election 
          D.5   Deed-Property Purchase 61 East Main Street 
          D.6   WV PEIA Letter RE: FY 2023 Finance Plan Premium Increase 
 
E.     Consent Agenda  
          E.1   Approval of Minutes -Regular 01/06/22, 01/20/22 , 02/17/22; Special 02/23/22, 02/25/22, 03/02/22 
          E.2   Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3   Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                     
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1   Possible Executive Session/Possible Action National Opioid Litigation Settlement-Plaintiffs’ Distribution Plan 
          F.2   Discussion/Possible Action Event Request West Virginia Strawberry Festival RE:  Parades & Events 2022 
                   Use of City Owned Property & Services during the 80th Annual Event May 14 – May 22, 2022 
          F.3   Discussion/Possible Vote to Create the Buckhannon Parks and Recreation Board of Directors and to Direct City  
                   Attorney to Establish the Ordinance                               
          F.4   Discussion/Possible Action To Direct City Attorney to Prepare Agreement RE: Acquiring 10ft Strip of  UCDA’s  
                   Property Located Rear of Madison Street  
 



          F.5   Approval Auction Contract of 39 Sedgwick Street & 31 Upper Drive 
          F.6   Mountain CAP of WV Letter of Request for Financial Support 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1   Pamela Bucklew 
          G.2   C J Rylands  
          G.3   David Thomas 
          G.4   Jack Reger 
          G.5   Shelia Lewis-Sines 
          G.6   Randall Sanders 
 
H.      Mayor’s Comments and Announcements  
I.        Executive Session Per WV Code § 6-9A-4-  Personnel & Property Matters 
J.       Adjournment 
 
Posted 02/28/2022             Next Regular Scheduled City Council Meeting Thursday, March 17, 2022 
 
A. Call to Order - Mayor Robbie Skinner called the regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council 
for Thursday, March 3, 2022 to order, announcing that as he is absent due to COVID 19, Randy 
Sanders, Recorder, will conduct the meeting.  Randy Sanders called for a Moment of Silence, asking 
to remember the mayor and all others who are affected by COVID 19, and then led all those in 
attendance in the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America.  
  
B.  Recognized Guests- 
 
B.1 The Webb Law Centre, PLLC – Rusty Webb – Recorder Sanders recognized City Attorney 
Thomas O’Neill who introduced Rusty Webb with The Webb Law Centre, who provided an 
overview of the proposed settlement of the lawsuit brought by 54 counties and 76 municipalities in 
the opioid class action suit.  The Attorney General announced a Memorandum of Understanding last 
week.  West Virginia was not part of the previous settlement; the settlement amounts in that 
settlement was decided on using the Denver Formula, which is heavily population based, and West 
Virginia would not have benefited as greatly.  This settlement is using the National Class Action 
Formula, which bases it on most impacted, not most populated.  Money is to be directed mostly 
toward abatement and can be used in collaboration with others.  Councilman David Thomas 
suggested tabling and reviewing information and settlement, then vote on 3/17/2022.  City 
Attorney Thomas O’Neill informed council that there was no negotiation; either we accept the 
settlement, or the city will receive nothing.  He recommended that we accept it.   
 
Without objection Councilman CJ Rylands moved F.1National Opioid Litigation Settlement-Plaintiffs’ 
Distribution to the table for Discussion and/or Vote.  Dave Thomas did not object, but did have 
additional concerns.   
 
Motion to execute the West Virginia First Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was made 
by Rylands/Lewis-Sines.  Motion carried.  Thomas refrained from voting.  



 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
B.2  Upshur County Development Authority-Executive Director Jennifer M. Tanner-Bostian, 
MBA – Recorder Sanders recognized Upshur County Development Authority, Executive Director 
Jennifer Bostian who presented a request for the City Council to provide funding similar to what 
was given previously.  The focus is on economic prosperity and workforce development.  To look 
for opportunities while honoring tradition.  Jennifer Tanner-Bostian is the new director, who has 
over 25 years’ experience, but this is her first time working with economic development at the local 
level.  Pamela Bucklew said that she has had many people ask about housing for 55+, possibly a 
housing development for people at that age bracket that have higher income.  UCDA goal is to have 
a study done, a housing market analysis.  Dave Thomas stated that the UCDA started in 1990.  
Questions what the strategy is for economic development.  Suggests gathering the “movers and 
shakers” of the community to see where we are.  He supports giving more money and gives thanks 
to Ms. Tanner-Bostian for being here.  Appreciation was given to her for attending.   
 
Without objection F.2   UCDA Request for continued financial support as previous years was moved to 
the table for item of discussion in executive session. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 



B.3 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Dennis Cortes – Recorder Randy Sanders recognized 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board member Dennis Cortes who provided reports from January and 
February meetings of the Advisory Board.  Thanks was given to Mr. Cortes for his report. 
 

REPORT FROM THE UPSHUR COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
FOR 10 JAN 2022 

 
 It was reported that the ‘trail day’ held last November did not spend all the money allocated for that event. 
A grant added more funds for a new section. Two workers put in over 70 hours which was sun up to sun down for 
nine days. The work went well over one mile of new trail, which finished that section except for a bridge. There were 
thanks given to “Appalachian Dirt”.  

 It was noted that the gravel parking lot near the State Police Post has WAY TOO MANY cigarette butts! A 
letter from Eric Hawkinberry of the cycling league mentioned that he thinks the trails look promising and he wants 
a second look soon. 

 New diving boards have been ordered. The pool will get a new coat of paint in the spring and work was 
performed on the pool filters this winter as well. Extra signage for disc golf will need to be installed to complete the 
course.  

 There are no updates to provide at this time for the amphitheater area. There is a new program called 
“Recreation Desk” that is complete. One can now book your upcoming pool passes, parties and swim lessons on this 
program.  

 Dennis brought up the mission that he had been given last year concerning the signs that would be visible 
from the highway. He gave a report that gave the history of this project and then a recommendation. He 
recommended a large sign (4X8) on the grass at the entrance to the high school parking lot. This sign would 
incorporate a red arrow showing which direction the park is. After a good discussion it is agreed that we can change 
the design of the sign and add more arrows pointing in more than one direction depending on whether the guest 
wants the park or the trail. This topic will be on the next agenda.   

Respectfully submitted by Dennis P. Cortes 

 
REPORT FROM THE UPSHUR COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

FOR 14 FEBRUARY 2002 
 

 President Josh Hinchman called the meeting to order on Monday 14 February 2022 at 5:30 PM in the county 
commission office.   

 Under trail update:  

Julia Kastner, John Weber and Brandon Williams met with Taylor Stacy, the Buckhannon-Upshur High 
School cross country coach. They are working to put together a volunteer trail work day for the summer of 2022 for 
the middle school and high school cross country teams.  

 Rachel Weber has applied for the AARP Community Challenge Grant and the Wes-Mon-Ty Conservation 
Grant for trail projects. She also applied for the West Virginia DEP Make It Shine Day.  

 Trail maintenance work is ongoing, including starting work on the new “Ruins” Trail. J.J. Ford is working to 
update signs for the trails. 

 Under Parks & Recreation:  

Jeremiah McCourt was introduced as the new Upshur County Parks & Recreation director. He will be 
overseeing events and projects for the Upshur County Parks & Recreation.  

 Under Budget Hearing:  

Upshur County Trails proposed funding for a dedicated tool building, bridge building materials and sign 
materials. The budget hearing will be held on Wednesday 16 March 2022. 

 Upshur County Parks & Recreation:  

The board proposed funding for a main entrance sign. Also mentioned was the removal of pool lockers and 
installing additional benches to the pool locker rooms.  

 The advisory board will meet again on Monday 14 March 2022; members are encouraged to bring updates 
and ideas for the budget hearing  

Under signs: 



The disc golf signs only need the directional signs made on yellow/black Color Core. These signs will be 
funded through Upshur County Parks & Recreation budget. “No smoking” and “Please Do Not Litter” signs are 
needed for the gravel trail parking area. The sign for the entrance has been put on the agenda for the budget hearing.   

 Under Public Comment:  

The board reviewed the Upshur County River and Lakes map. Number 9 was added to the map and the 
materials to build a new kiosk for this location has been ordered. The kiosk will be made at the BU Work Adjustment 
Center. Rod Toothman owns an RV park near this location and he will install the kiosk. Maps for the kiosks are being 
made larger.  

 And, lastly it was announced that the City of Buckhannon wants to hire a Parks and Recreation Director for 
the city parks.  

Respectfully submitted by; 

Dennis P. Cortes  

 
 
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
 
C.1 Public Works Director - Jerry Arnold – Absent – no report.  
 
C.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins – Recorder Sanders recognized Amberle Jenkins, said that 
they have been busy with budget work sessions with two this week and one or two more planned.  
Budget should be approved by the end of the month.  Dave Thomas asked if there would be an end 
of the year projection available by April?  She provided the following report: 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
C.3   Fire Department Chief- JB Kimble – Recorder Sanders recognized Buckhannon Fire 
Department Chief JB Kimble.  Chief Kimble discussed the death and visitation of Keith “Skeeter” 
Queen who was a long-term member of the BVFD.  He and Jerry Arnold had also had a meeting 
regarding storage.  He had met with Kristie Tenney and her high school marketing class regarding a 
marketing plan to recruit volunteers to the BVFD.   There have been several fires where working 
smoke detectors made a real difference in the safety of people who lived there.  They are working to 
get smoke detectors donated.  Dave Thomas donated $100 for the purchase of smoke detectors and 
mentioned that 75% of fire fatalities are in homes without smoke detectors.  The trailer for training 
has been 1403 certified.  Chief Kimble presented a report on the following to City Council: 



 

 
 
 
Recorder Sanders thanked Chief Kimble for his report.  
 
C.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill - Mr. O’Neill deferred until the Strategic Issues for Discussion 
and/or Vote part of the Agenda. 
 
D. Correspondence & Information – The Recorder reviewed the following with Council: 
 
D.1   FOIA Request from West Virginia Open the Books RE: Payroll Documents of City 
Employees & Elected Officials 
 

 
 



D.2   Notice of Special Public Meeting of the Buckhannon Historic Landmarks Commission on 
04/05/2022 6PM Re: Information, Grant Opportunities, Design Criteria Guidelines for 
Buckhannon Historic Districts   

D.3  Early Voting Schedule – Primary Election – May 10, 2022  

 

D.4  List of Candidates Filing in Upshur County for the May 10, 2022 Primary Election  

Upshur County Board of Education (nonpartisan) 
Dave Chipps (District 1) 
Jan Craig (District 1) 
Buck Edwards (District 1) 
Tom O’Neill (District 1) 
Robert Osburn (District 1) 
Roy Wager (District 1) 
Sherry Dean (District 2) 
Harmon George (District 2) 
Brandon Weese (District 2) 
Derrick Aegan (District 3) 
Jesse Davidson (District 3) 
Robert ‘Todd’ Starkey (District 3) 

City Council (two four-year terms, nonpartisan) 
Laura Foulks 
Shelia Lewis-Sines 
David McCauley 
David Thomas 
Jim Valenson 

City Recorder (one four-year term, nonpartisan) 
Randy Sanders 

County Commission (1st Magisterial District) 
Sam Nolte (R) 

County Clerk 
Carol J. Smith (R) 

Circuit Clerk 
Brian P. Gaudet (R) 



Magistrate – Division 1 (unexpired term, nonpartisan) 
Mark Davis 
Kay Hurst 

Magistrate – Division 2 (unexpired term, nonpartisan) 
Alan Suder 
Lindon ‘Lenny’ Stone 

Conservation District Supervisor (nonpartisan) 
Donnie R. Tenney 

11th Senatorial District 
Bill Hamilton of Buckhannon (R) 

64th Delegate District 
Adam Burkhammer of Horner (R) 
John Clise (D) 

65th Delegate District 
Carl “Robbie” Martin of Buckhannon (R) 

U.S. House of Representatives (District 2) 
Angela J. Dwyer of Martinsburg (D) 
Barry Lee Wendell of Morgantown (D) 
Susan Buchser-Lochocki of Morgantown (R) 
David B. McKinley of Wheeling (R) 
Alexander X. Mooney of Charles Town (R) 
Mike Seckman of West Union (R) 
Barry Lee Wendell (D) 

D.5  Deed-Property Purchase 61 East Main St- Indexed as City Deed 210- on file at City Hall. 

D.6  WV PEIA Letter RE: FY 2023 Finance Plan Premium Increase  

 

 
E.  Consent Agenda 
 
E.1    Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting 01/06/22, 01/20/22 ; Special 02/23/22, 
02/25/22, 03/02/22  
 
E.2    Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 



 

 

 
 
E.3    Approval of Payment of the Bills 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Sines/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 



F. Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote  
 
F.1   Possible Executive Session/Possible Action National Opioid Litigation Settlement – 
Plaintiffs’ Distribution Plan - Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.2   Discussion/Possible Action Event Request West Virginia Strawberry Festival RE: 
Parades & Events 2022 Use of City Owned Property & Services During the 80th Annual Event 
May 14-May 22, 2022.   
 
Mayor Robbie Skinner suggested to table this until 3/17/2022.  Motion to table made by 
Bucklew/Rylands.  Approved to table.  
 
F.3   Discussion/Possible Vote to Create the Buckhannon Parks and Recreation Board of 
Directors and to Direct City Attorney to Establish the Ordinance – There have been discussion 
of this at several meetings.  Move to direct City Attorney Thomas O’Neill to start ordinance.  
Discussion on how many members on the board; agreement was made to have 7.   Thomas O’Neill 
says it is a process, will not be ready in 2 weeks.  Will have small working groups to work on this.  
Will plan for first reading at the second meeting in April.  Mayor Skinner wanted to emphasize that 
it is not a committee, but a board, an important board, but to be sure to stipulate that it is a 
volunteer board, not paid.  Motion to vote to approve formation of board.  Motion carried.   
 
F.4   Discussion/Possible Action to Direct City Attorney to Prepare Agreement RE: Acquiring 
10ft Strip of UCDA’s Property Located Rear of Madison Street  - This was surveyed six years 
ago.  It will be ready by next meeting.   
 
Motion to prepare agreement RE: Acquiring 10ft Strip of UCDA’s Property Located Rear of 
Madison Street was made by Thomas/Rylands.  Motion carried.   
 
F.5   Approval Auction Contract of 39 Sedgwick Street & 31 Upper Drive – City Attorney Tom 
O’Neill reviewed contract and approved it.  Amberle Jenkins researched real estate auctions.  JR 
Pyle sent representative.  They will advertise and market it.  The cost would be $1500 for both 
properties.  The properties purchased as tax sale and lien properties.   
 

 



 

 
 
 
I. Executive Session Per WV Code § 6-9A-4- Personnel & Property Matters  
 
Motion to adjourn into Executive Session Per WV Code § 6-9A-4 to discuss Personnel & 
Property Matters was made by Sines/Rylands.  Motion carried to move to Executive Session.    
 
Council reconvened from the Executive Session. 
 
 
F.6   Mountain CAP of WV Letter of Request for Financial Support –Recorder Randy Sanders 
opened discussion regarding Mountain CAP of WV’s request for financial support.  He will abstain 
from voting or discussing as he is a landlord who has tenants who has used this program.  Dave 
Thomas questions how we can pick which entity to whom to donate.  Encourages personal 
donations.  Pamela Bucklew agreed.   
 
Motion to Deny Mountain CAP of WV Request for Financial Support made by 
Bucklew/Thomas.  Motion carried.  



 

 
 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
 

● Council Member Bucklew – Mrs. Bucklew stated that she was glad to see Ms. Jennifer 
Tanner-Bostian from the UCDA.  Prayers for Mayor Robbie Skinner and Councilman Jack 
Reger who has pneumonia.  
 

● Council Member Reger – Absent. 
 

● Council Member Rylands – Mr. Rylands expressed that he thinks we are now at the “all get 
it stage” of COVID.  Hopes everyone stays well.  
 

● Council Member Thomas – Mr. Thomas  agreed with Mr. Rylands; he has had COVID-19 
and was exposed again last night.  Prayers for sufferers of COVID-19, Skeeter Queen’s 
family, Jack Reger, and Terry Cutright.  Thanks to Ms. Tanner-Bostian.  

● Council Member Sines – Mrs. Lewis-Sines said that it was a pleasure seeing Ms. Tanner-
Bostian and hearing her presentation.  Prayers for Robbie Skinner and Jack Reger and for 
the Ukrainian people.  

● City Recorder Sanders – Mr. Sanders requested that we remember those with COVID-19 
and the family of Skeeter Queen.  He wishes comfort to all.   

 
H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements – Mayor Skinner thanked all for their contributions 
to the meeting and the City for working to better to help the community.  He was sorry to miss the 
meeting in person.  Thank you to Channel 3 viewers and to Dennis and Rodney.  
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:40PM was made by Sanders/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 

 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


