STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:
A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Water Board was held on Thursday, February 10, 2022 at 7:30 a.m. at
City Hall in Council Chambers. The following were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):
Robbie Skinner
Randy Sanders
Jack Reger
David Thomas
Don Nestor
Erasmo Rizo
Kelly Arnold
Jay Hollen
Jerry Arnold
Amberle Jenkins
Tom O’Neill

Mayor
City Recorder
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Water Superintendent
City Engineer
Director of Public Works
Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance
City Attorney

Present – by phone
Present
Present – by phone
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Absent

Guests: None
To participate in a Utility Board meeting remotely, participants were invited to contact us at 304-472-1651 for the
GoToMeeting link/access.

City of Buckhannon Water Board – 7:30am by GoToMeeting, Phone and In Person
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, Thursday, February 10, 2022
A.

Call to Order
A.1 Moment of Silence
A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America

B.

Recognized Guests
B.1

C.

Financial Report-Amby Jenkins
C.1 January 2022

D.

Department Report
D.1 Water Department Report-Kelly Arnold

E.

Correspondence and Information
E.1 Thomas Wood wavier denied.
E.2 Lead and copper plan has to be approved by June 2022.
E.3 Mike McCauley has decided to retire in June 2022.
E.4 Mt. Hope Water Association Board of Directors December 2021 Meeting Minutes

F.

Consent Agenda
F.1 Approval of Minutes 01/13/2022

G.

Strategic Issues for discussion and vote
G.1 Portable Water Systems, LLC – Tennerton WST Rehabilitation Project Pressurized Tanker
Agreement for Review & Execution
G.2 Approval of Draft Policy for City of Buckhannon to Perform Water Meter Test

H. Board Members Comments and Announcements
I. Mayor’s Comments and Announcements
J. Adjournment

A. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Mayor Robbie Skinner who asked that all join
him in a moment of silence. He then led the group in the pledge to the flag of the United States of
America.
B. Recognized Guests:
B.1
C.

None
Financial Report-Amby Jenkins

C.1 January 2022 - Amby reported on the balances on hand as of January 31, 2022 and provided
a review of financial matters as follows:

Motion to approve the January 2022 financial report was made by Nestor/Reger. Motion
carried.

D.

Department Report
D.1 Water Department Report– Kelly Arnold reviewed the following with the Board:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Water leaks-4
Weekly safety meetings.
Locates.
Renewed service -0
New Services-1
Residential meters changed-4
Residential meters tested-0
Issues with Lab
Painting at shop and booster stations.
Public Service District meters tested-0
Added filter media to filters#3 and #4.
Services abandon on Main Street to Foster building
All meters were read in system
Clearing brush and grass from right of ways and tank sites
Clearing meter barrel lids.
Continuing to paint hydrants.
Cleaning out valve boxes
Repair meter barrels
Maintenance booster stations.
GPS valves, services, leaks for the past year.
66.6 million gallons of water was treated for the month of January 2.15 million a day.
Cost per million gallon treated for January $189.89
(not listed) - gallons of water hauled from the plant.
Off & On Reports/ Customer complaints answered -- 231
Non-Payments
Continue to work on back-flow/cross-conn. Program.
Maintenance equipment.

Discussion regarding the new lab (Fairway Labs-PA) that we are using, and overall how the labs
have been falling behind on the testing results from the samples we send. We may get a violation
for not having the results back in time, even though it wasn’t our fault. Board member Reger asked
who selects the lab that we have our testing processed and a discussion on the limited list of the
available certified labs took place. A discussion took place vetting all possible scenarios regarding
testing. The Board understands that this is an ongoing problem.
Kelly Arnold also spoke about the water loss readings being high and that once the Master Meter is
installed at Valley Green Apartments, the loss should be better controlled.
E. Correspondence and Information - The Mayor reviewed the following items with the Board
that had not already been discussed by Superintendent Arnold.
E.1 Thomas Wood wavier denied.
E.2 Lead and copper plan has to be approved by June 2022- Mr. Arnold concluded with a brief
overview of the Health Department’s requirements for lead water line testing and discussed the
amount of data that needs to be collected to stay in compliance with the State Health Department
requirements. He provided a sample survey for the Board members to review.
E.3 Mike McCauley has decided to retire in June 2022 - Also reported by Kelly Arnold was that
Mike McCauley has changed his retirement date to June 2022. Kelly will have to cover certain shifts
at the plant as a result of the retirement until a qualified replacement can be hired.
E.4 Mt. Hope Water Association Board of Directors December 2021 Meeting Minutes
Mt Hope Water Association Minutes
Board of Directors Meeting Monday December 20, 2021
The Regular Board of Directors Meeting of the Mt Hope Water Association was held on Monday December 20,
2021 at 6:00 pm, at the Mt Hope Water Office. The meeting was called to order by President Donnie Tenney,
board members in attendance were, Tom Davis, Deborah Cvechko, Navonda Tenney, Marcella Kelley and
Nicholas Cutright. Also in attendance were Secretary/Treasurer Laurie Adams, billing/office clerk Jessie
Fumerola, Operator Jeff May, and Alan and Stephanie Westfall from Quality Water Services.
Minutes from the previous Regular Meeting were approved, a motion was made by Nicholas, motion carried.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented along with the past month’s bank statements, they were accepted for
audit. The Water Loss Report was presented and approved. The Truck Report was presented and approved.
The Mt Hope Monthly Report was presented and approved. The Operator’s Report was presented by Jeff. All
leak adjustments presented were approved, motion by Marcella, motion carried. A request for a long service
line was reviewed and approved pending all necessary requirements are met.
The Tallmansville Rd PRV was once again discussed. It was determined that a 2” blow off installed would
alleviate some of the issues we have been experiencing. A motion was made by Tom to contact Atlas to install
a 2” blowoff on the downstream side of the Tallmansville PRV, motion carried. The ongoing meter testing on
our system was discussed, we will purchase a 2” meter to use in place of those being tested. The testing amount
was quoted at $75.00 for all meters now. At that price we will no longer test 5/8” meters. A motion was made
by Nicholas to replace a minimum of 5, 5/8” meters per month, motion carried. A recent emergency boil water
advisory leak, caused by a customer who did not call 811 was discussed. The customer has agreed to pay for
the associated costs. A motion was made by Nicholas to send the customer a bill for the costs involved, motion
carried. Laurie told the board that the annual backflow testing letters have been sent out to the customers who

have back flow devices. The deadline for us to receive the copy of the passed test is January 31, 2022. The
board reviewed the paid holidays which our office will be closed in 2022. Marcella made a motion to approve
the same holidays as 2021, motion carried. Laurie updated the board on the status of the private sewer being
installed near Wilfong Hill. At this time, the permit has not been issued and the work has not been completed.
Representatives with Quality Water Services discussed with the board the proposed changes to the new
contract for February 1, 2022. A new contract will be prepared for the January meeting including the ability to
renegotiate if the present operator leaves and/or water testing changes. Any concerns the board has can still
be addressed. Our new leak policy was sent to the WVPSC to be added to our tariff. This is an informal addition
and the WVPSC has acknowledged the receipt of our policy. Laurie informed the board that the
printer/copier/fax/scanner is having issues. She contacted a company in Clarksburg for service and they do
not work on our brand and did not know who could. The network card has quit working and the toner is
causing print problems. A quote from Strategy IT to replace it was presented. Marcella made a motion to accept
the quote and installation and testing from Strategy IT, motion carried.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:14, motion made by Debbie, motion carried.
Submitted by: Laurie Adams

F.

Consent Agenda

F.1 Approval of Minutes Approval of Minutes 01/13/2022 - The Regular Meeting Minutes for
01/13/2022 were not available so the approval was tabled until a future meeting.
G.

Strategic Issues for discussion and vote

G.1 Portable Water Systems, LLC – Tennerton WST Rehabilitation Project Pressurized
Tanker Agreement for Review & Execution – City Engineer Jay Hollen provided an overview of
the Pressurized Tanker Agreement for review & approval for execution from Portable Water
Systems, LLC, for the Tennerton WST Rehabilitation Project.
Motion to approve authorizing Mayor Skinner to sign the Pressurized Tanker Agreement
from Portable Water Systems, LLC, for the Tennerton WST Rehabilitation Project was made
by Thomas/Rizo. Motion carried. Note: For the particular agreement, Mayor Skinner approved
the use of his signature stamp.

G.2 Approval of Draft Policy for City of Buckhannon to Perform Water Meter Test – Mayor
Skinner recognized Amberle Jenkins who explained the Draft Policy for City of Buckhannon to
perform Water Meter tests.
Motion to approve the draft policy for City of Buckhannon to perform water meter tests was
made by Nestor/Thomas. Motion carried.

H. Board Members Comments and Announcements:
●

Board Member Reger – Nothing further.

●
Board Member Thomas – Mr. Thomas thanked all of the employees of the Water
Department for their dedication and hard work and noted that Spring is just around the corner.
●
Board Member Rizo – Mr. Rizo spoke about the loss of Greg Linder and engineer he
worked with and a former employee of Buckhannon who recently passed away. He asked that we
all keep his family in our thoughts and prayers.
●

Board Member Nestor – Nothing further.

●

City Recorder Sanders – Nothing further.

●

Amby Jenkins – Nothing further.

●

Kelly Arnold – Nothing further.

●

Jerry Arnold – Nothing further.

●

Jay Hollen – Nothing further.

I. Mayor’s Comments and Announcements – Nothing further.
J. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 8:23 AM was made by Rizo/Nestor. Motion carried
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III

______________________________________________

City Recorder Randall H. Sanders

______________________________________________

