
     STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 
A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Sanitary Board was held on Thursday, April 21, 2022, at 7:30 
a.m., in Council Chambers, by phone and GoToMeeting (GTM). The following were in attendance: 
 
Mayor      Robbie Skinner  Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders   Present 
Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Director of Public Works   Jerry Arnold   Present 
City Engineer                                            Jay Hollen   Present – by GTM 
Board Member     Phil Loftis    Present – by GTM 
Sanitary Superintendent   Ethan Crosten   Present 
City Attorney     Tom O’Neill   Present – by GTM 
 
Guests – None 
 
To Participate in this Utility Board Meeting remotely, participants were invited to contact us at 304-472-1651 for 
the GoToMeeting link/access. 
 

City of Buckhannon Sanitary Board  
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, April 21, 2022 

A.    Call to Order 
          A.1 Moment of Silence  
          A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.    Recognized Guests 
           B.1  
 
C.    Finance Report-Amby  
            C.1 March 2022 
                                            
D.    Department Report 
           D.1 33 West Extension North 
           D.2 33 West Extension South-JF Allen Co 
           D.3 Plant Operations-Testing 
           D.4 Maintenance Crew 
           D.5 Line Crew #1 
           D.6 Line Crew #2 
           D.7 Pump Station Generator Update 
           D.8 Richard Trent Extension #2 Phillips Dairy Road Project Update 
           D.9 ARPA Projects Update  
 
E.    Stormwater Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
           E.1  Obligation of Stream Channels  
 
F.    Correspondence and Information 
          F.1 Letter from Cummins Sales & Service-Updated Shipment Delay Dates RE: FEMA Region III Hazard Mitigation 
                 Project Emergency Power Generators 
          F.2 PR: Traffic Advisory Alert-Scott Street Closed Beginning March 21st for Sanitary Dept. Line Upgrade 
          F.3 Letter of Invitation from West Virginia American Water 
          F.4 Task Orders for City Projects Engineering and Design to be conducted by Potesta 

 Taylor Street Sanitary Sewer Design to be paid from ARPA Funds 
 Taylor Street Storm Sewer Design to be paid from ARPA Funds 
 N. Locust Street Sanitary Sewer Design to be paid from ARPA 
 Miscellaneous Tasks as Directed by the City of Buckhannon to be paid by fund in charge of the project 
 Jawbone Hydrology Study to be paid by General Fund 

 
G.    Consent Agenda  
         G.1 Approval of Minutes 3/17/2022  
 
H.    Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote  
           H.1 Approval Waterline Upgrade at the Site of the Future Training Facilities at 444 Mudlick Road-Waive Labor & 
                  Equipment Costs 
           H.2 Approval Sanitary Board Budget Revision 
           H.3 2023 Sanitary Board Draft Budget 
           H.4 Solar Power Investigation 
           H.5 WVWC Sink Hole Project 
 
I.     Board Members Comments and Announcements     
 
J.     Adjournment 
 
Posted 04/14/2022 
 

A. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:31 am by Mayor Robbie Skinner who asked all 
to join him in a Moment of Silence followed by the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America.  



B. Recognized Guests 
  
B.1 None 
 
C.  Finance Report - Amby Jenkins  
 
C.1 March 2022 – Mrs. Jenkins provided the March 2022 finance report as follows: 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
Motion to approve the March 2022 Financial Report was made by Skinner/Loftis.  Motion 
carried.    
 
D.   Department Report – Sanitary Superintendent Ethan Crosten provided the following reports on 
department activities (The use of “I” refers to Mr. Crosten): 
 



D.1 33 West Extension North – No movement 
 
D.2 33 West Extension South – No movement 
 
D.3 Plant Operations and Testing - All tests have been within limits. We received our official report 
from our lab inspection, which was very good. We had 4 minor deficiencies but all have already been 
remediated. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 
D.4 Maintenance Crew – The maintenance crew installed some solar lights at various places around 
the plant to allow for better sight at key pieces of equipment. They also changed out a pump at the 
Brushy Fork pump station and the pista grit, both of with are being cleaned up to be saved as backups. 
They installed a new motor on aerator #3 as a result of the Mon Power outage. They installed a new 
breaker, controller, and fence at the Madison Street pump station. 
 
D.5 Line Crew #1 – Brian - The maintenance crew finished the plant generator pad this past month 
and is ready for the generator to be installed. They have also been preparing other pump stations for 
the generators to be installed. They cleaned out a pump that was clogged in the sludge pump station. 
 
D.6 Line Crew # 2 – Scott - This crew has been primarily on Swisher Street doing a minor upgrade. 
The new part time employee has been doing very well and has been with both crews, both Scott and 
Brian have said he is a hard worker. This crew has also responded to several sewer calls and assisted 
in mapping. 
 
D.7 Pump Station Generator Update - The generators for the pump stations have arrived and are 
being scheduled to be installed. Brook Street and Vicksburg have been installed and Elias is scheduled 
to be next. 
 
D.8 Richard Trent Extension 2 - Richard Trent requested a minor extension to a lot we did not 
provide sewer service to during the last extension. His plans for the lot changed so now it needs sewer. 
He has signed the agreement and paid, as soon as we are available, we will begin construction on the 
line that is only 150 feet. 
 
D.9  ARPA Project Updates -Mayor Skinner briefed the Board on the upcoming meeting with the 
Upshur County Commission concerning the Tennerton Water Tank request for assistance from the 
UCC’s ARPA Funds.   
 
E.  Stormwater – Mr. Crosten provided the following report: 
 
E.1 – Obligation of Stream Channels - Due to recent issues along Jawbone Run and our department 
being responsible for storm sewers/ drainage within the city, we need to determine to what extent we 
are responsible for the channels. Right now, on Jawbone specifically, we do not have access to a 
majority of the channel or ownership. In my opinion we should leave it up to the property owners to 
maintain the stream along their property. Jerry, Tom O’Neill and I have discussed this and they agree, 
but there needs to be something saying this.  Discussion took place with input from the Director of 
Public Works Jerry Arnold.  Board member Loftis recommended that Mr. Crosten draft the appropriate 
policy for the Boards review.  City Attorney O’Neill offered his assistance to Mr. Crosten. 



 
F.    Correspondence and Information – Mayor Skinner reviewed the following items with the Board: 
 
F.1 Letter from Cummins Sales & Service-Updated Shipment Delay Dates RE: FEMA Region III 
Hazard Mitigation Project Emergency Power Generators 
 

 
 
F.2 PR: Traffic Advisory Alert-Scott Street Closed Beginning March 21st for Sanitary Dept. Line    
Upgrade 

 
BUCKHANNON, WV, March 17, 2022: The City of Buckhannon Sewer Department will begin a 
line replacement project on Shawnee Drive, from Scott Street to Rohr Avenue, on or about 
Monday, March 21, 2022.   

As part of this project the department will be closing Scott Street and using the street as a 
staging area for materials and equipment.   

Sanitary Superintendent, Ethan Crosten, announced the project recently and assures the 
residents of the area that any disruption to traffic will be as minimal as possible as the crews 
perform this important and necessary upgrade.   

 

Media Contact: Randy Sanders, randy.sanders@buckhannonwv.org or (304) 472-4026 

 
F.3 Letter of Invitation from West Virginia American Water 
Brooks Crislip <Brooks.Crislip@amwater.com> 

 

Wed, Apr 13, 12:13 PM
 
Thanks for taking my call earlier this morning! As I mentioned, we’d love to borrow a few minutes of Mayor Skinner’s 
time to discuss some potential partnering opportunities between West Virginia American Water and the City of 
Buckhannon.  We’ve got a lot of exciting things going on from a company standpoint with regards to both water and 
wastewater and would love the opportunity to come meet in Buckhannon and discuss how we might be able to provide 
some options for the city to consider.  From our end, it’d be myself and Jake Glance, our Manager of Business 
Development. We’d be happy to talk with the mayor and anyone else he’d like to be part of the conversation, whether 
that be any city council members or a representative from the Water and/or Sanitary Board.  If he’s got some dates and 
times that might work well, please let me know and we’ll be glad to come visit. 

 Thanks again! 

 Brooks Crislip, Director of Business Development 
West Virginia American Water 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave 
Charleston, WV 25302 
C: 304-993-9643 
E: brooks.crislip@amwater.com 



 

F.4 Task Orders for City Projects Engineering and Design to be conducted by Potesta 
 Taylor Street Sanitary Sewer Design to be paid from ARPA Funds 
 Taylor Street Storm Sewer Design to be paid from ARPA Funds 
 N. Locust Street Sanitary Sewer Design to be paid from ARPA 
 Miscellaneous Tasks as Directed by the City of Buckhannon to be paid by fund in charge 

of the project 
 Jawbone Hydrology Study to be paid by General Fund 

 
 

G.    Consent Agenda 
 
G.1   Approval of Minutes 3/17/2022 
 
Motion to approve the regular Meeting Minutes for 03/17/2022 was made by Skinner/Loftis. 
Motion carried 
 
H.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
 
H.1 Approval Waterline Upgrade at the Site of the Future Training Facilities at 444 Mudlick 
Road-Waive Labor & Equipment Costs – Discussion took place on the Future Training Facilities and 
the importance of preparing the infrastructure for the facility and the help the presence of the facility 
will have with lowering the local ISO rating. 
 
Motion to approve waiving the labor and equipment costs of providing the Waterline Upgrade 
at the site of the future Training Facilities at 444 Mudlick Road was made by Loftis/Skinner.  
Motion carried. 
 

 

 



 
H.2 Approval Sanitary Board Budget Revision – Mayor Skinner recognized Amby Jenkins who 
provided an overview of the proposed Sanitary Board budget revision. 
 

 
Motion to approve the Sanitary Board Budget Revision as presented was made by 
Loftis/Skinner.  Motion carried. 
 
H.3 2023 Sanitary Board Draft Budget - Mayor Skinner recognized Amby Jenkins who provided an 
overview of the proposed 2023 Sanitary Board Draft Budget.  Mrs. Jenkins recommended that the 
Board take the time to review the proposed budget and consider action on it at the next regular Board 
meeting.  The Board agreed and no action was taken. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
H.4   Solar Power Investigation – Ethan Crosten reported that he has been in contact with Chip 
Pickering, owner of the company which installed WVWC solar farm. He was scheduled to meet him the 
13th but he had something come up and was unable.  During their phone conversations, Ethan 
proposed that Pickering would own the Panels for a certain amount of time before being turned over 
to the city. They are still trying to work out a time that they can stop by the plant. 



 
H.5 WVWC Sink Hole Project - Over the past few months, we have been monitoring a sinkhole 
developing in a WVWC parking lot. The hole is now taking up two parking spaces and is getting worse. 
We are moving faster on Shawnee Drive than I anticipated and if we have time, I believe this is some 
that we need to address quickly. A majority of the college and south Buckhannon flows through this 
line, so if it fails, we would have major issues. This is the next manhole up from the sink hole that 
developed and caused the tennis court to fall in, brook street pump station to be installed and the 
sanitary board to get a loan from the general fund. I have attached two options that I believe are the 
best. One is a spray liner; I have gotten a quote on the cost and it is attached. The other is rerouting the 
line and make it shallower, the soil conditions in this area are poor at best and we cannot put back 
where it is.  The Board discussed the options. 
 
 

 

 
 
Motion to approve the WVWC Sink Hole Project option where the Sanitary Department will do 
the job in-house and reroute the line appropriately was made by Skinner/Loftis.  Motion 
carried. 
 



I. Board Members Comments and Announcements: 
 
Mayor Skinner acknowledged the letter of resignation from former Board Member Gene Frye and the 
Mayor thanked Mr. Frye for all of his work for the Board and the Sanitary Department and wished him 
well. 
 
● Board Member Loftis – Mr. Loftis echoed the Mayor’s comments regarding Mr. Frye’s many 
contribution to the Sanitary Department and its Board.  He also suggested that we review our policy 
regarding Board Members and their interactions with the Sanitary Department’s employees and 
customers.  

● Jerry Arnold – Noting further. 

● Jay Hollen – Mr. Hollen provided a correction regarding an email that had gone out with a 
large pdf file discussing Task Orders; page 20 of the pdf  files shows Task Order 20 identified as Taylor 
Street Sewer should have been Taylor Street Stormwater project.  It will be corrected.   

● Amby Jenkin – Nothing further. 

● City Recorder Sanders – Nothing further. 

● Mayor Skinner – Nothing further. 
 
J.    Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjoin the meeting at 8:25 a.m. was made by Loftis/Skinner.  Motion carried. 
 

Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                      _______________________________________________ 
 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                          _______________________________________________ 


