
     STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 
A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Sanitary Board was held on Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 7:30 
a.m., in Council Chambers, by phone and GoToMeeting (GTM). The following were in attendance: 
 
Mayor      Robbie Skinner  Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders   Absent 
Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Director of Public Works   Jerry Arnold   Absent 
City Engineer                                            Jay Hollen   Present – by GTM 
Board Member     Phil Loftis    Present – by GTM 
Sanitary Superintendent   Ethan Crosten   Present 
City Attorney     Tom O’Neill   Present – by GTM 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON SANITARY BOARD-7:30 A.M. AT CITY HALL IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
MEETING AGENDA FOR THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2022 

A.    Call to Order 
            A.1   Moment of Silence  
            A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.    Recognized Guests 
            B.1    
 
C.    Finance Report-Amby  
   C.1   April 2022 
                                            
D.    Department Report 
           D.1   33 West Extension North 
           D.2   33 West Extension South-JF Allen Co 
           D.3   Plant Operations-Testing 
           D.4   Maintenance Crew 
           D.5   Line Crew #1 
           D.6   Line Crew #2 
           D.7   Pump Station Generator Update 
           D.8   Richard Trent Extension #2 Phillips Dairy Road Project Update 
           D.9   WVWC Sinkhole Update 
           D.10 ARPA Projects Update 
 
E.    Storm Water Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
           E.1   Stream Channel Cleanout Policy  
 
F.    Correspondence and Information 
         F.1   Tennerton P.S.D. Meeting Minutes –April 2022    
         F.2   Letter to WVEMD RE: Invoice No. 22 DHS/FEMA Region III Hazard Mitigation Project Emergency  
                 Power Generators & Manual Transfer Switches 
 
G.    Consent Agenda 
          G.1   Approval of Minutes 04/21/2022 
        
H.    Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          H.1   Approval Sanitary Board Budget FY 2022/23 

H.2   Solar Power Investigation 
H.3   UV Units Flooding 

 
I.     Board Members Comments and Announcements  
J.     Adjournment              
                                                                                                                                                         
Posted 05/13/2022 
 

A. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:31 am by Mayor Robbie Skinner who asked 
all to join him in a Moment of Silence followed by the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of 
America.  

B. Recognized Guests 

B.1 None 
 
C.  Finance Report - Amby Jenkins  

C.1 March 2022 – Mrs. Jenkins provided the March 2022 finance report as follows: 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Motion Loftis/Skinner to approve the financial report as submitted.  Motion carried. 

D. Department Report – Superintendent Crosten 

D.1 33 West Extension North: Nothing to report. 

D.2 33 West Extension South – JF Allen Co: Nothing to report. 

D.3 Plant Operations-Testing:  There were no issues prior to the plant flooding.  They are looking 
to replace a flow meter that could be used to keep track of calculations for testing. 

 

 



 

D.4 Maintenance Crew:  Have been doing some clean-up work and helping with the UV unit issues.  
A road was made at the Elias pump station with the spare gravel from the Spring St project.   They 
have also been working on the Generator Project. 

D.5 Line Crew #1: (Brian’s crew) has been in the Shawnee Drive area working, laid a manhole to 
Gilbert St.  and raised some manholes in streets and investigation WVWC utilities prior to that 
project.  Shawnee Drive area has a lot of flow with even minor rain, so it makes it difficult to work 
on.  

D.6 Line Crew #2: (Scott’s crew) working in the Scott Street area that had water issues. 

D.7 Pump Station Generator Update:  Crews have worked on Brook St and Vicksburg generator 
project. 

D.8 Richard Trent Extension #2 Phillips Dairy Road Project Update: Began this extension last 
week and should be completed next week. 

D.9 WVWC Sinkhole Update (Tennis Court Drive off of Railroad Ave.):  Superintendent Crosten 
met with Vaugh Hartley and Attorney David McCauley with WVWC, to obtain a right of way for this 
project.  Most of the materials have been ordered for this project. 

D.10 ARPA Projects Update- Nothing new to update. 

E. Storm Water Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 

E.1 Stream Channel Cleanout Policy: 

Superintendent Crosten and Attorney Tom O’Neill worked together on the Storm Drainage Way 
Management Policy. 

 

 

 



Storm Drainage Way  

Management Policy 

 
City of Buckhannon 
70 East Main Street 

Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201 
Phone: (304) 472-5459 

 

1.0 Purpose 

Under ‘Ordinance No. 415: Stormwater, Article V – Rulemaking’ the Sanitary board was given 
the authority to set forth rules and regulations regarding storm management. The purpose if 
this policy is to set responsibilities of maintenance, construction, and emergency action 
between the City of Buckhannon (“City”) and the property owners residing within the City. In 
order to eliminate questions of liability and responsibility, situations in this policy are clearly 
written provide an agreed upon plan of action along drainage ways and basins.  

Information and procedures in this policy are intended to be a resource when determining the 
course of action to take given a complaint or issue regarding drainage of storm runoff.  

2.0 Definitions 

Ditch- A narrow channel in the ground, typically used for drainage of water from an area 

Drainageway- A route or course which water moves or may move to drain a region 

Drainage Basin- An area of land where water from rain or snow melt drains downhill into a 
body of water such as a river, lake, or wetland. 

Highwater Mark- The point that represents the maximum rise of a body of water over land, a 
50-year flood plain in this policy 

Runoff- the draining away of water from the surface of an area of land, building, or structure 

Stream- A run of flow or liquid (water) in a specific direction 

3.0 Cases of Responsibility 

3.1 City Obligation(s) 

The City of Buckhannon does not own drainageways or abutting property to drainageways to 
provide access or obligation to said drainageways. The City does not maintain, improve, 
upgrade, operate, or construct any stormwater systems on privately owned streams or a 
waterway of the United States of America without first obtaining or condemning an easement 
or other right of entry.  

The City of Buckhannon is obligated to maintain its own rights-of-way and systems into which 
drainageways flow, including the following infrastructure: drainageway crossings, culverts, drop 



inlets, lines, and all other facilities in place to maintain storm runoff. Maintenance of 
aforementioned rights-of-way include but are not limited to: removing debris from City owned 
crossings, maintaining current facilities, replacing failing facilities, extending systems to needed 
and reasonable areas, and recording locations of all facilities.  

3.2 Property Owner Responsibility 

If there is a stream, ditch, or a drainageway on or through a resident’s property, it is the 
resident’s responsibility to maintain the banks and channel of said waterway including 
maintenance for the following: damming, erosion, undermining, or any other deterioration of 
said waterways. Loose debris within the high-water marks of a drainageway must be removed 
by the property owner to prevent damming downstream.  

3.3 Emergency Situations 

Unless there is an immediate threat to life, the City of Buckhannon including its utility boards 
enters, does not enter upon private property to either prevent, reduce, end, or remediate 
stormwater flooding.  

 

Motion Skinner/Loftis to approve the Storm Drainage Way Management Policy. Motion 
carried. 

 
F.  Correspondence and Information 

F.1   Tennerton P.S.D. Meeting Minutes –April 2022    
 

 
 
F.2   Letter to WVEMD RE: Invoice No. 22 DHS/FEMA Region III Hazard Mitigation Project 
Emergency Power Generators & Manual Transfer Switches 
 
 
 



 

 

 

G.  Consent Agenda: 

G.1   Approval of Minutes 04/21/2022 
 
Motion Loftis/Skinner to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried. 

H.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 

H.1  Approval Sanitary Board Budget FY 2022/23 

Mrs. Jenkins explained the following budget: 



 

 

 



Motion Loftis/Skinner to approve the Sanitary Board Budget for FY 2022/23.  Motion 
carried. 

H.2  Solar Power Investigation: 

Superintendent Crosten reported that Chip Pickering is to get some estimates together.  Board 
Member Loftis would like to be involved in the discussions.  

H.3  UV Units Flooding Damage: 

Superintendent Crosten reported that two Sunday’s ago there was quite a bit of rain.  The river 
raised to 25 feet.  A flapper valve is supposed to shut at 16 feet and it failed.   The units need 
repaired.  The rough estimate from Enaqua is $52,220.  A technician from California should be here 
on the 26th. 

Mrs. Jenkins reported this equipment is in the basement and does not have flood insurance.  She 
asked the insurance agent to check if it could be covered.   This room has flooded in the past, but 
with the new equipment it seems that most of the electrical components are in the basement as 
well.  She inquired if some of those components could be moved out of the basement.  Mr. Arnold 
commented that he and Mr. Crosten have discussed investigating removal of the equipment from 
the basement.  Currently is if gravity fed.   

The equipment is not working and Mr. Crosten has been working with DEP as the plant is out of 
compliance. 

Flood insurance in this setting would be at least $40,000 per year.  

Motion Skinner/Loftis to authorize expenditure to repair the equipment.  Motion carried.  

 

 



I.  Board Member Comments and Announcements: 

 Skinner: Reported that he received a complaint from a resident of Morgan Addition 
regarding drainage from Hinkle Drive into her yard.  Mr. Crosten reported that his crews are 
checking on it.   Mr. Crosten thinks it might just need a culvert cleaned out. 
 

 Loftis: Asked about the status of a new Sanitary Board appointment.  Mayor Skinner stated 
that appointments are to be started for all departments for FY 2022-23 and will be 
addressed at that time.  He does have a suggestion to replace Mr. Frye. 

Motion Loftis/Skinner to enter into executive session.  Motion carried. 

Board reconvened at 8:34 a.m. 

Board Member Loftis suggested looking at a rate study in the near future which would include 
reviewing deposits.  Mrs. Jenkins stated that the bond payments would be up in 2025, the board is 
doing well now, it may not be necessary at this time. 

J.    Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to be transacted, meeting adjourned at 8:35 a.m. 

 

Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                      _______________________________________________ 
 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                       ___________________________________________________    


