
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, November 17, 2022, at 7:00 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  

        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present - GTM 
Council Member      David McCauley  Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present - GTM 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present - GTM 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present 
Buckhannon Fire Department    Chief JB Kimble  Absent 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Beth Broschart  Present 
 
Guests: Jody, Almost Heaven BBQ Bash; Rhett Dusenbury, US Congressman Mooney Representative; Robyn 
Simons; KB Saine, Anne Wilson, and Keith Buchanan, Colonial Arts Center. 

 
To participate in a City Council meeting participants were invited to contact us at 304-472-1651 for the 

GoToMeeting link/access. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, November 17, 2022 

A.      Call to Order 
           A.1   Moment of Silence 
           A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
           B.1   Colonial Arts Center: Anne Wilson, Manager & Keith Buchanan, Board Member 
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1   Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold  
          C.2   Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins  
          C.3   Police Chief- Matthew Gregory 
          C.4   City Attorney- Tom O’Neill   
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1   Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-September & October 2022 
          D.2   FOIA Request from SmartProcure for Employee Contact Information 
          D.3   Proclamations: National Adoption Month & Great American Smokeout Tobacco Awareness and Education   
          D.4   FEMA Advisory Flood Height Study for Upshur County & Buckhannon 
          D.5   Upcoming Events  

•     Buckhannon Fire Department Christmas Parade on 12/02/22 at 6:00 PM 
•     WV Dickens Christmas Festival and Faire, Buckhannon WV on 12/03/22 at 2:00 PM 
•     WVWC Performance of “A Christmas Carol” at the Colonial Arts Center on 12/03/22 at 2:00 PM & 8:00 PM 
•     BURMA “Santa Meets the Grinch” on 12/10/22 at 6:00 PM on N. Kanawha Street 
•     Annual Menorah Lighting at Jawbone Park on 12/18/22 at 7:00 PM 

 
E.     Consent Agenda  
          E.1   Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting 10/18/2022, 11/03/222, Special 09/21/2022, 10/21/2022  
          E.2   Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3   Approval of Payment of the Bills 
 
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1   Colonial Arts Center Presentation  

•     Seating Proposal Financial Funding Request  
•     MIB Gallery Management & Financial Funding Recommendations 

          F.2   Approval Appointment Buckhannon Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1   Pamela Bucklew 
          G.2   C J Rylands  
          G.3   David Thomas 
          G.4   Jack Reger 
          G.5   David McCauley 
          G.6   Randall Sanders  



 
 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements   
I.     Adjournment 
 
Posted 11/14/2022              
 

A. Call to Order:  Mayor Robbie Skinner called the regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council 
for November 17, 2022, to order and asked all to join him in the Moment of Silence and then he led 
the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
B. Recognized Guests:  
 
Mayor Skinner recognized Jody Light, of the Almost Heaven BBQ Bash, who announced that they 
have secured a vehicle to be used as the Art Car and they will be presenting it to the Vo-Tech Center 
for the classes to begin their work.  They are also collecting bicycles to donate to the older 
elementary, middle school, and high students to create Art Bicycles.  She announced that Walmart 
will be donating cardboard for younger children to create their versions of Art Cars.  She also 
announced that the Baby Yoda Head car is coming from Houston for the BBQ Bash Parade.  The 
Almost Heaven BBQ Bash committee will have a press conference shortly after Thanksgiving with 
more details.  The event will be June 16 & 17, 2023 in Buckhannon. 
 
B.1 Colonial Arts Center: Anne Wilson, Manager & Keith Buchanan, Board Member – Mayor 
Skinner recognized Anne Wilson, Manager, Keith Buchanan, Board Member, and KB Saine, CAC 
Consultant.  Ms. Wilson led off with a presentation on seating for the CAC.  She began with the 
Balcony Theatre seating, which will be fixed and include 80 seats including one ADA-compliant seat. 
The cost will range from $24,000 to $32,000.   
 
Next was an overview of the Main Hall Telescopic Platform Seating.  Presented were three options 
included:  
Plastic Seating – 112 to 122 seats costing between $83,000 to $99,000; 
Vinyl Chairs – 93 to 124 seats costing between $109,000 to $145,000; and 
Vinyl+ Chairs – 92 to 122 seats costing between $177,000 to $251,000. 
 
Ms. Wilson also discussed the option of loose chair seating.  This would allow for 130 chairs for 
$22,000 to $25,000.  
 
The pros and cons were discussed (all material was a part of the Council Packet).  During the 
discussion, Council Member Reger recommended that we price a motorized mechanism for the 
Telescopic Platform Seating.  Council Member McCauley asked about the warranties that would 
come with each type of seating and suggested we have City Attorney Tom O’Neill review them.  
Amby Jenkins suggested that if Council recommends, we will develop an RFP (a Request for 
Proposal) on the seating to get competitive bids and look at financing, for Council’s final review.  

 
 
Without objection, Mayor Skinner moved F.1 Colonial Arts Center Presentation Seating Proposal 
Financial Funding Request to the table for consideration. 
 
Motion to approve the Colonial Arts Center Presentation Seating Proposal Financial Funding 
Request to include both a Request for Proposal and Request for Financing was made by 
McCauley/Reger.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mayor Skinner next recognized Keith Buchanan, a Board Member of the CAC, to present the CAC 
(Colonial Arts Center) 2023 Naming Opportunities for Significant Donors.  Mr. Buchanan first 
provided an overview of the many grants and donations that have been secured over the past few 



years and noted that just recently, Lisa & Steve Cain provided the entire funding for curtains & 
necessary hardware for the Main Hall.  He then provided the goals for future fundraising as outlined 
in the 2023 Naming Opportunities for Significant Donors breakdown that was a part of the Council 
Packet.  Mayor Skinner congratulated and thanked Keith for his hard work in putting this program 
together and looks forward to seeing the plan put into action.    
 

 
 
Mayor Skinner recognized Rhett Dusenbury, US Congressman Mooney Representative.  Mr. 
Dusenbury extended greetings from Congressman Mooney, congratulating the City Council for all 
the great things that are going on in the community.  He also reminded us that if there is anything 
the Congressman can do to assist the city, be sure and reach out.  
 
C. Department & Board Reports: 
 
C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold: Mr. Arnold provided the following report: 
Director:  
 I have been working with the contractors on the Colonial Art Center Project, Fire Department, 

and various sidewalk projects. We are utilizing On-Call Contracting Services, and it seems to be 
working very well. We will have 3-crews working on pouring back the sidewalks that have been 
removed the week after next. 

 
Street: 
 Street crews continue to work on the sidewalk projects. 
 Patched street cuts and repaved the intersection of Railroad Avenue and Lumber Street from 

the new sewer line installation. 
 Winterizing the park facilities. 
 We will be installing the Christmas décor next week. 

Sewer: 
 Service lines have been installed on Madison Street Project. Will be completing the storm sewer 

hopefully the week after next. 
 Completed a sewer repair on Little Sand Run near Ralph’s Furniture. 
 All plant tests were within limits. 
 The maintenance crew has been assisting with generator installations. 



 
Water: 
 Crews have been working on repairing damaged fire hydrants identified during flushing. 

Waste:  
 The contractor has started the site work for the relocation of waste equipment to accommodate 

the new Fire Training Facility. 
 Chief Gregory has obtained estimates for the fencing for the impound lot. 

 
Engineer: 
 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 2 – Installation of the Wood and Ritchie Street Lift 

Station generator was completed and commissioned on Monday, November 14, 2022. 
 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – The contractor has completed the perimeter 

fence. 
 Gateway West Phase II Construction – We have received the notice to proceed from the WVDOH. 
 
A Q & A took place.   

 
C.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins: Mayor Skinner recognized Finance Director, Amberle 
Jenkins, who provided the following report.  

 
 

 
 
C.3 Police Chief – Matthew Gregory: Mayor Skinner recognized Chief Gregory who provided the 
following report: 
 

 



 
 

 
A Q & A took place. 
 
C.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill: Mr. O’Neill had no report but was available for any questions. 
 
D. Correspondence & Information: – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
 
D.1   Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-September & October 2022 
 
                                                                                                                     September          October 

 Cats brought in by City Trapper   2        0 
 Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer  4                                 4 
 Cats brought in by County Residents               92                               39 
  Dogs brought by Animal Control Officer              20                               89 

 
D.2   FOIA Request from SmartProcure for Employee Contact Information 

 



 
D.3   Proclamations: National Adoption Month & Great American Smokeout Tobacco 
Awareness and Education   
 
A proclamation of The City of Buckhannon recognizing November 2022 as 
 National Adoption Month: 
 
National Adoption Month is an initiative of the Children's Bureau with a goal to increase national awareness and 
bring attention to the need for permanent families for children and youth in the U.S. foster care system. 
 
For over two decades, National Adoption Month has been promoted and celebrated every November in communities 
across the country. Many national, state, and local agencies as well as foster, kinship care, and adoptive family 
groups will help spread the word through programs, events, and activities that help raise awareness for thousands of 
children and youth in foster care who are waiting for permanent, loving families. This year National Adoption Day 
is Saturday, November 19th. 
 
As of October 2022, there are approximately 6,400 children in foster care with not nearly enough open foster homes. 
The numbers continue to climb at an alarming rate. There are also a great deal of children living with family 
members who do not seek services in fear that the children will be removed from their care, so that only increases 
the number of foster children in our state. 
 
Upshur County FRN continues to raise awareness of foster care and adoption in the hopes that these children can be 
placed in forever homes. We work to present the facts and dispel the myths to the journey to foster and/or adopt by 
holding foster care open houses and is currently starting a foster care and adoption peer group in Upshur County. 
Currently the UCFRN has held three, going on four, Healthy Grandfamilies sessions in Upshur County. A 
Grandparents Café has also recently been established, born from the Healthy Grandfamilies group. 
 
Many children awaiting adoptive families were removed from their biological families due to abuse, neglect or 
abandonment. These children have endured hardships, sadness, loss of relationships, and abuse. All of these children 
deserve a permanent home. Without a permanent, loving adoptive home, these children face the likelihood of 
entering adulthood with no parental guidance or support. We believe that all children deserve a loving, safe home. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, that they hereby proclaim 
November 2022 as National Adoption Month and November 19, 2022 as National Adoption Day in Buckhannon, 
WV and encourage the residents of Buckhannon to consider fostering or adopting a child or donating time, 
resources, or educating and advocating for our kids. We also celebrate all of the adoptions that have taken place in 
Upshur County. 
                                                                               

                        Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
  City of Buckhannon 

 
GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT 
 
The American Cancer Society sponsors the Great American Smokeout on the third Thursday of November 
(November 17, 2022) each year, challenging smokers to give up cigarettes for 24 hours as an effort toward reducing 
or quitting entirely. If you or a loved one smokes cigarettes, consider joining the movement, and take the first step 
toward quitting cigarettes forever!  
In our state, a pack of cigarettes costs approximately $6.62 plus tax, so if you multiply that one pack a day, the 
monthly cost is over $200. To take that to a yearly cost, it is roughly $2,400. If you quit, you could take your family 
on a week-long vacation, afford a monthly utility payment. Even if you only quit for four months, you could 
purchase a laptop/tablet and internet service. 
E-cigarette use, or vaping, among adults and youth is an epidemic in West Virginia. Vaping use rates are rising 
faster in West Virginia than rates across the nation. More than 1 in 3 (35.7%) West Virginia high school students 
report current use of e-cigarettes. This is a 150% increase from 2017 to 2019 alone. The high school tobacco use rate 
is 40.6%.   
Studies show that second and thirdhand smoke also poses health risks. Secondhand smoke can increase lung cancer 
by 20 – 30%. Smoke from the end of a cigarette has a higher concentration of the cancer-causing chemicals than the 
smoke exhaled by a smoker. The US EPA says secondhand smoke is among the most dangerous substances known 
to cause cancer. Thirdhand smoke refers to the toxins from cigarette smoke that stick to soft surfaces. Thirdhand 
smoke not only affects adults but also babies, children, and even pets. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the City of Buckhannon hereby recognizes and supports the 
American Cancer Society’s GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT on November 17, 2022, in Buckhannon, West 
Virginia, and encourages all citizens who smoke, use chew or dip tobacco, vape, or any other devices to ingest 
nicotine to demonstrate to themselves and to their children that they can quit by joining the American Cancer 
Society’s Great American Smokeout. 
                                                                              

                        Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
  City of Buckhannon 

 
 
D.4   FEMA Advisory Flood Height Study for Upshur County & Buckhannon 



 
 
D.5   Upcoming Events  
•     Buckhannon Fire Department Christmas Parade on 12/02/22 at 6;00 PM 
•     WV Dickens Christmas Festival and Faire, Buckhannon WV on 12/03/22 at 2:00 PM 
•     WVWC Performance of “A Christmas Carol” at the Colonial Arts Center on 12/03/22 at  
       2:00 PM & 8:00 PM 
•     BURMA “Santa Meets the Grinch” on 12/10/22 at 6:00 PM on N. Kanawha Street 
•     Annual Menorah Lighting at Jawbone Park on 12/18/22 at 7:00 PM 

 
E.     Consent Agenda:  
 
E.1   Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting 10/18/2022, 11/03/2022, Special 09/21/2022, 
10/21/2022 
E.2   Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 

             Permit Fee Report #75706 - # 75720 
 

 

11/03/2022 - 11/16/2022 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applicant 
Name 

Applic
ant 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contracto

r 

Descripti
on 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electric
al 

Proper
ty Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspect
ion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7571
6 

Gary 
Cutright 

225 
Pocaho
ntas St 

Alpha 
Electric 

Replace 
Electrical 
Entrance 

500.00 100.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Propert
y 

  No  No  

7571
2 

JOALDE 
ENTERPRI
SES/ JODY 
LIGHT 

132 
WOOD 
ST #2 

TWISTED 
WIRE 

RECONNE
CT; WO# 
76442045
1 

100.00 100.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Propert
y 

No  No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 



     600.00 200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7572
0 

Foster's 
Marketing 
Group 

2 
Trader's 
Alley 

Leggett 
Refrigeratio
n 

Inside 
Remodel 
& 
Replacem
ent 
Existing 
HVAC 

10,000.0
0 

85.00    Yes  Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

7571
9 

BUCKHAN
NON 
HOUSING 
AUTH 

APT 16 
& 32 
HINKLE 
DR  

K&Z 
CONSTRUC
TION LLC 

PUTTING 
SNAP 
LOCK 
FLOORIN
G OVER 
TOP OF 
EXISTING 
FLOORIN
G     NEW 
KITCHEN 
CABINETS 

3,000.00 28.50  No  No N/A No No 

7571
7 

TREASEA 
CRITES 

15 
HENRY 
ST LOT 
2  

 REROOF 
METAL 
OVER 
METAL  

1,900.00 15.00  No  No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7571
8 

WVWC  
Wesley 
Chapel 

59 
College 
Ave 

STEEPLEJA
CKS OF 
AMERICA, 
LLC 

Repairs to 
Wesley 
Chapel 
Steeple 

249,000.
00 

1,369.
50 

 No  Yes  N/A No No 

7571
4 

Communit
y Care of 
WV 

77 W 
Main St 

HIGH 
POINT 
CONSTRUC
TION  

Construct 
Parking 
Lot Area 
in the rear 

150,000.
00 

825.00   11/9/2
022 

Yes  Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

7571
5 

McDonald
s 

111 S 
Kanawh
a St 

VANCE 
ENTERPRIS
ES 

Replacem
ent HVAC 
Unit 
Rooftop 
(Kitchen 
Unit) 

20,000.0
0 

170.00    Yes   No  

7570
6 

CJ Rylands 129 S 
Florida 
St 

 Front 
Porch 
Repairs & 
Inside 
Repairs 

5,000.00 47.50    Yes  N/A No  

7570
7 

Tateep 
Unique 
Boutique 

7 E 
Main St 

 Facade 
Repair 
Metal over 
windows 

250.00 15.00    Yes  N/A No  

7570
8 

Novelis 
Buckhann
on 

1 Moore 
Ave 

Commercial 
Builders Inc 
of WV 

Employee 
Restroom 
& 
Breakroo
m 
Renovatio
n -Project 
Phase 1 

126,900.
00 

697.95  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e A 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

7570
9 

LAW 
OFFICE 
OF 
ABIGAIL 
BENJAMIN 

12 N 
KANAW
HA STE 
1 

SUNSET 
GRAPHICS 

NEW 
SIGN AND 
METAL 
BRACKET 
NO 
ELECTRIA
L  

350.00 15.00  No 11/2/2
022 

Yes  N/A No No 

     566,40
0.00 

3,268.
45 

       

Group Total: 10 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7571
3 

MARY 
PIZOLI 

1 
COLEM
AN 
PLACE 

JERRY 
COCHRAN  
WV HOME 
PRO LLC 

REROOF 
SHED- 
SHINGLES 

600.00 10.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7571
1 

SHIRLEY 
QUEEN 

41 
BOGGE
SS ST  

LEIGH 
ENTERPRIS
ES LLC  

SIDING 2,600.00 28.60  No  No N/A No No 



7571
0 

CHARLES 
BUCKLEW 

59 
BOGGE
SS ST  

REGER 
COMPANIE
S, LLC 

ADDITIO
N TO 
EXISTING 
OUTBUIL
DING 

7,218.00 79.40  No 11/7/2
022 

No N/A No  

     10,418.
00 

118.0
0 

       

Group Total: 3 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7571
4 

Communit
y Care of 
WV 

77 W 
Main St 

HIGH 
POINT 
CONSTRUC
TION  

Construct 
Parking 
Lot Area 
in the rear 

150,000.
00 

20.00   11/9/2
022 

Yes  Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

7571
0 

CHARLES 
BUCKLEW 

59 
BOGGE
SS ST  

REGER 
COMPANIE
S, LLC 

ADDITIO
N TO 
EXISTING 
OUTBUIL
DING 

7,218.00 20.00  No 11/7/2
022 

No N/A No  

     157,21
8.00 

40.00        

Group Total: 2 

     734,63
6.00 

3,626.
45 

       

 

 

Total Records: 17 11/17/2022 
 

 
 
E.3   Approval of Payment of the Bill 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Mayor Skinner asked for approval of the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 
The motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Thomas/McCauley.  
Motion carried. 
 
F.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
 
F.1   Colonial Arts Center Presentation – Action was taken earlier in the meeting 

•     Seating Proposal Financial Funding Request  
               •     MIB Gallery Management & Financial Funding Recommendations 
 

 
F.2   Approval Appointment Buckhannon Parks & Recreation Advisory Board ( Ordinance No. 
456) – Mayor Skinner presented Council with the Buckhannon Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
member recommendations as well as member recommendations for two sub-committees; one to 
deal with facility management and one to deal with programming: 
 
 

 
 
 



BUCKHANNON PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD   
               

1. CITY COUNCIL SEAT –TBD at 12/15/22 council meeting 
2. SCOTT LAMPINEN 
3. JOHN BOHMAN 
4. ALEXIS ROSS BUTCHER 
5. BRIAN WEBB 
6. ROB KIMBLE 
7. DEBBIE SHAPIRO 

 
 
TWO SUBCOMMITTEES: 
 

 FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
1. ROBERT OSBURN 
2. CHIP ALLEN 
3. LISA TENNEY 
4. KEELY BURNSIDE 
5. WILL SQUIRES 

 
 PROGRAMMING 

1. BETH POST 
2. RACHEL RUFFING 
3. JENA FEALY 
4. LEVI BENDER 
5. GRAHAM GODWIN 

 
 
Motion to approve the Buckhannon Parks & Recreation Advisory Board and two Sub-
Committee member recommendations as presented by Mayor Skinner was made by 
Sanders/McCauley.  Discussion included Council Member McCauley asking for assurance 
that the Stockert Youth and Community Center programming will still be handled by the 
SYCC Board and Management, which Mayor Skinner confirmed.  Recorder Sanders noted the 
importance of the programming committee working with the data gathered at our most 
recent SYCC Town Hall meeting.  The mayor called for the question – Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements: 
 

 Pamela Bucklew: Mrs. Bucklew is very happy with the work that was accomplished by the 
Council tonight including the new board and committees that were created and the seating 
for the CAC. She reminded all Waste Collection customers that they are to return their toters 
to their storage area after the collection has taken place.  She wished everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 
 

 CJ Rylands: Mr. Rylands had no additional comments.  He wished everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 

 
 Jack Reger: Mr. Reger had no additional comments.  He wished everyone a Happy 

Thanksgiving. 
 
 David McCauley: Mr. McCauley was disappointed that the creation of an ordinance, which 

was discussed several meetings ago when the majority expressed support for it, regarding 
filling city council vacancies has been abandoned.  He would like the minutes to reflect any 
change in support for such an ordinance by council members.  He also expressed concern 
about the feral cat colonies at the Walk Trail and asked how that will be handled in the 
future.  Mayor Skinner explained the current situation and that Animal Care & Control 
Board was monitoring it.  Mr. McCauley wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

 Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas was also excited about the new Parks & Recreation Board and 
sub-committees and the progress with the other activities in the community.  He wished 
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 
 Randall Sanders: Mr. Sanders was very happy that we have a new Parks & Recreation 

Board and sub-committees and the updates on the Colonial Arts Center.  He updated the 
Council and community about WAMSB noting that we have commitments from bands from 



Angola (Southern Africa), and the Bahamas, three groups from Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Czech Republic, El Salvador, and Germany, two from Honduras, India, Ireland, Poland, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, and the USA.  He stressed the importance of building a network of 
volunteers noting that people can sign up at www.wamsb2023.com.  He wished everyone a 
Happy Thanksgiving. 

 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements: Mayor Skinner addressed Mr. McCauley’s concern 
regarding the idea of an ordinance regarding filling city council vacancies that have been 
abandoned.  He noted that following the November 3rd council meeting, he received feedback from 
two council members stating that they no longer wanted the council to act on the matter.  The 
mayor then contacted other Council members and five of the members, including himself, decided 
that they no longer wished to pursue the ordinance. He offered to make his email regarding the 
matter a part of the minutes.  He spoke then spoke about the many projects taking place including 
the Colonial Arts Center remodel, the Madison Street project, sidewalk replacements, etc., and is 
proud of the progress being made.  He expressed his disappointment that the school levy failed and 
hopes that it does pass at the next opportunity.  He closed by thanking all city employees and board 
members for their hard work and wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Email: 
I wanted to let you know that, following our November 3rd city council meeting, I received feedback from 
two (2) council members who asked that we NOT consider drafting a vacancy ordinance. Instead, they 
suggested we continue allowing our city charter, which already provides the flexibility we would need to 
consider each individual vacancy situation, should any become reality. 
 
After receiving this feedback, I decided to contact other members of council who hadn’t made their 
opinions known, either publicly or privately, following the November 3rd meeting. As a result, five (5) 
council members, including myself, prefer we take no action on this subject matter. The council wishes to 
retain maximum flexibility, thus drafting an ordinance restricting the authorities bestowed upon us by our 
charter, would ultimately be considered redundant and unnecessary. 
 
Only you and Pam believe this is an issue worth pursuing, so, out of respect for the wishes of our council, 
I did not include the draft ordinance discussion on the agenda this week. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robbie Skinner 
Mayor, City of Buckhannon 
(304) 472-1651 

 
 
I.  Adjournment  
 
The motion to adjourn at 8:05 PM was made by Thomas/Sanders. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


