
           STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 
A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Sanitary Board was held on Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 
7:30 a.m., in Council Chambers and by GoToMeeting (GTM). The following were in attendance: 
 
Mayor      Robbie Skinner  Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders   Present 
Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Director of Public Works   Jerry Arnold   Present 
City Engineer                                            Jay Hollen   Present - GTM 
Board Member     Phil Loftis    Present 
Board Member     Mitchell Shaw    Present 
Sanitary Superintendent   Ethan Crosten   Present 
 
Guests: None 
 

                            City of Buckhannon Sanitary Board-7:30 A.M. at City Hall in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, December 15, 2022 

A.    Call to Order 
            A.1   Moment of Silence  
            A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.    Recognized Guests 
            B.1    
 
C.    Finance Report-Amby  
           C.1   November 2022 
                                            
D.    Department Report 
            D.1   33 West Extension North 
            D.2   33 West Extension South-JF Allen Co 
            D.3   Plant Operations-Testing 
            D.4   Maintenance Crew 
            D.5   Line Crew #1 
            D.6   Line Crew #2 
            D.7   ARPA Projects Update 
            D.8   Pump Station Generator Update 
 
E.    Storm Water Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
           E.1 Discussion (Jay) Stormwater Grant/Loan Programs  
 
F.    Correspondence and Information 
           F.1 
          
G.    Consent Agenda 
            G.1   Approval of Minutes 10/20/2022 & 11/17/2022 
        
H.    Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
            H.1 Recommendation Mechanical Bar Rack Purchase (Bid opening was held on 11/17/22) 
            H.2 Solar Panel System- Bidder Description Information & Specifications (Bid opening was held on 11/17/22) 
            H.3 Consulting Contract Sam Ludlow 
            H.4 Distribution of ARPA Funds 
            H.5 Corridor H South Infiltration & Inflow Issues 
 
I.     Board Members Comments and Announcements  
    
J.     Adjournment              
                                                                                                                                                         
Posted 12/09/2022 
 
A. Call to Order - Mayor Skinner called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silence and 
pledge to the flag. 
 
B. Recognized Guests – None 
 
C. Finance Report- Director of Finance and Administration - Amberle Jenkins 
C.1 November 2022 – Amberle Jenkins submitted and explained the following information: 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
She also mentioned the program that Board Member Phil Loftis had mentioned, which is with the 
WV State Treasurer’s office that yields a good interest.  Amby is planning to explore this program.  
Mr. Loftis indicated that it may requires City Council approval. 
 
Motion Shaw/Loftis to accept the financial report as submitted.  Motion carried. 

D. Department Report – Ethan Crosten presented the following report: 
D.1 33 West Extension North - No movement. 
 
D.2 33 West Extension South – Jay Hollen, Cody Tenney, and Ethan walked the project and 
recorded their findings at each manhole.  The upper section of the system (first 4 Manholes) seems 
to be in good condition. Downstream there are two manholes which were at, or slightly below, the 
surface.  They believe raising these manholes could solve some of the issues, but it is not the only 
issue.  

Once the new camera arrives, we are planning to camera the line. 
 
D.3 Plant Operations-Testing - All tests have been within limits. We are looking into options to 
clean the lines our polymer is pumped through; we believe they are causing the belt press less 
efficiently.  Ethan has begun working on the upcoming I & I report. 



 

 

 
D.4 Maintenance Crew - The maintenance crew rebuilt a bearing on one of our brush aerators. 
They have also been working on installing a recirculation system on our rodder truck. This would 
allow us to take the rodder out in sub-freezing temperatures, which has been a past concern. 
 
D.5 Line Crew #1 – Brian’s Crew – The crew has primarily been working on Scott Street storm. 
They are ready to set the second drop inlet and should be finishing up before the end of the year. 
Weather and sickness have slowed this project down some. 
 



D.6 Line Crew #2 – Scott’s Crew – The crew has finished Madison Street storm and sewer. The only 
remaining work on this project is to set the drop inlet risers and spaces when final grading is 
complete. Since they have finished, they have made a new tap, and corrected 3 other issues on our 
checklist.  They have been working very efficiently and effectively recently. 
 
D.7 ARPA Projects Update – We have received estimates on both Taylor Street and North Locust 
Street projects. The total estimation for these projects is $900,000, but we believe a 20% 
contingency opposed to the current 10% would be a safer option, so the estimate will end up being 
higher. There is further discussion under strategic issues. 

D.8 Pump Station Generator Update – City Engineer Jay Hollen noted that the Generator for the 
Sanitary Plant is now scheduled to arrive mid to late February with the power company planning to 
install the new line and transformer soon. He provided other details concerning the power pole(s) 
realignment.  
 
E. Storm Water Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
E.1 Discussion (Jay) Stormwater Grant/Loan Programs - City Engineer Jay Hollen reported on 
possible FEMA/EMD storm sewer funding sources.  The next rounds for application will take place 
in 2023.  He will continue to monitor the availability of grants with Region VII.  Ethan spoke about 
the BRIC programs.  Mr. Loftis asked that we do pursue the funding efforts.  Mr. Hollen will continue 
working with Region VII, noting that there will be some minimal fees for Region VII.  Further 
discussion took place.  
 
F. Correspondence and Information – Mayor Skinner reviewed the following with the Board: 
F.1   None 
 
G. Consent Agenda: 
G.1 Approval of Minutes 10/20/2022 & 11/17/2022 – Mayor Skinner noted that both sets have 
minutes had been distributed and asked for motion to approve, barring any needed edits. 
 
Motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Shaw/Loftis.  Motion carried. 
 
H. Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
H.1 Recommendation Mechanical Bar Rack Purchase (Bid opening was held on 11/17/22) – 
Mayor Skinner recognized Ethan Crosten who recommended the Duperon Flex rake bar rack, 
submitted by Kappe. The bid for this rake is $132,000.  He noted that they have a grit removal 
system in place, which is the reasoning for not suggesting the higher dollar rake that focuses more 
on grit removal. Mr. Crosten has called 3 different plants that have this rake and did not receive a 
bad review, noting that some of these plants have had these rakes for 10+ years.  He would also like 
the Board to think about raising septage rates to help recoup some of this money. We are far below 
many other plants in the area and we have not changed this rate in years. The haulers will not have 
to clean the screen, which saves them time and effort. 
 
Mr. Loftis noted that the low bid was for a different machine from a different supplier.  He would 
like Mr. Crosten to provide the reasons that he just gave the Board for rejecting the lower bid and 
recommending the higher cost model to the Board in writing.  Mr. Crosten will do so by the next 
meeting. 
 
Motion to approve the purchase the Duperon Flex rake bar rack as submitted by Kappe for a 
cost of $132,000, which has been recommended by the Sanitary Superintendent Ethan 
Crosten, was made by Shaw/Loftis.  Motion carried.  
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
H.2 Solar Panel System- Bidder Description Information & Specifications (Bid opening was 
held on 11/17/22) - The total cost of installation for the solar panel system to be purchased out 
right would be approximately $500,000 dollars.  Discussion took place with Mr. Loftis 



recommending that as we pay off the bonds we should ask an engineering firm to explore this type 
of technology.  Amby Jenkins noted that Postesta is currently our on-call engineering firm and 
perhaps they would be able to advise us when we are ready.  
 
The Board determined to table this agenda item.  
 
H.3 Consulting Contract Sam Ludlow - Sam Ludlow was under contract to answer calls and assist 
with issues through the end of 2022.  After a discussion with Sam, the consensus was that the 
current $5,000 would be a bit much for the work he would be doing now.  Ethan would still like to 
try and give Sam something, as questions still arise and he does call him from time to time, but he 
would not be assisting with any reports or project.  The Board requested that Ethan Crosten discuss 
this further with Mr. Ludlow and report back. 
 
The Board determined to table this agenda item at this time. 
 
H.4 Distribution of ARPA Funds – Mr. Crosten noted that after discussion with Jerry, Jay and 
myself, they believe that the best route for the ARPA money would be to use the money to do both 
Taylor and North Locust projects in their entirety.  Mr. Hollen provided the details of the Taylor 
Street project noting the project estimate is $630,000, which includes a 20% contingency included.  
He then provided the North Locust Street project noting the project estimate is $318,000, which 
includes a 20% contingency included.  Engineering cost is estimated at an additional $100,000.  The 
total amount of ARPA funds is approximately $1.2 million.  
 
Motion to approve the Taylor Street and North Locust Street projects as presented was made 
by Loftis/Shaw.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 



 
 
H.5 Corridor H South Infiltration & Inflow Issues – Mr. Crosten asked for direction on how to 
handle the Corridor H South Infiltration & Inflow Issues on the property now owned by the Upshur 
County Commission.  It was the Boards desire to know exactly what the problems are with the 
Infiltration & Inflow Issues and what it will take to remediate the issues before making any further 
decisions.   
 
I. Board Member Comments and Announcements 
 
Phil Loftis – Nothing further. 
 
Mitchell Shaw – Mr. Shaw thanked the City firefighters for their heroic service over the past 
several months. 
 
Mayor Skinner – The Mayor wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  
 
J.    Adjournment: 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:37 a.m. was made by Loftis/Shaw.  
 

Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                     _______________________________________________ 
 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                         _________________________________________________ 


