
 

 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A special meeting of the Buckhannon Water Board was held on Thursday, April 20, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. in 
Council Chambers at City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM is attendance by GoToMeeting):  
 
Robbie Skinner     Mayor      Present 
Randy Sanders     City Recorder     Present  
Dave McCauley     Board Member     Present  
David Thomas     Board Member     Present  
Don Nestor     Board Member     Present  
Kelly Arnold     Water Superintendent    Present  
Erasmo Rizo     Board Member     Present  
Jay Hollen     City Engineer     Present 
Jerry Arnold     Director of Public Works    Present 
Amberle Jenkins    Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance  Present 
 
Guests: Mark Sankoff, Potesta Engineering by GTM  

 
City of Buckhannon Water Board – 9:00AM at City Hall in Council Chambers 

Special Meeting Agenda for Thursday, April 20, 2023 

 
          A.     Call to Order 

                      A.1 Moment of Silence  
         A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.     Recognized Guests 

                   B.1 Skip Gjolberg-President of the Upshur County Development Authority  
 

         C.     Strategic Issues for discussion and vote 
       C.1 Approval of Ownership & Management of the Industrial Park Booster Station 
       C.2 Review & Approval to Accept the Bid Opening Results: Mini Excavator with 6-Way Blade 
       C.3 Draft Water Board Budget FY 2023/2024 
       C.4 Discussion-Inquiry regarding Property on Wood Street near the Water Plant 
       C.5 Valley Green Apartments Water Meter Issues 
 
D.    Board Members Comments and Announcements     
        D.1 Next Meeting May 11, 2023     
         
E.     Adjournment 
 
Posted 04/14/2023            
 
A.     Call to Order - The meeting was called to order by Mayor Robbie Skinner who led all those in 
attendance in a moment of silence and then the pledge to the flag of the United States of America. 
 
B.     Recognized Guests: 
B.1 Skip Gjolberg - President of the Upshur County Development Authority – Mr. Gjolberg was 
not in attendance. 
 
Mayor Skinner recognized Mark Sankoff of Potesta Engineering, who attended by GoToMeeting. 
 
C.     Strategic Issues for discussion and vote: 
C.1 Approval of Ownership & Management of the Industrial Park Booster Station – Mayor 
Skinner presented this item to the Board.  Prior to a motion, Mark Sankoff of Potesta Engineering 
provided an overview of recent testing of the station noting that even considering a few small 
problems that came up during the testing, the system is in good working order and is a reliable 
system worthy of the City taking over.  During a discussion, all agreed that in the future the City 
would be better served in being a part of the complete installation of any utility projects that will 
untimely involve the City’s management.  Due to his position of Executive Director of the Upshur 
County Development Authority, Mayor Skinner did not participate in the discussion. 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Motion for the City of Buckhannon Water Department to take over ownership & 
management of the Industrial Park Booster Station was made by Rizo/Nestor.  Motion 
carried with Mayor Skinner abstaining due to his position of Executive Director of the 
Upshur County Development Authority. 
 
  
C.2 Review & Approval to Accept the Bid Opening Results: Mini Excavator with 6-Way Blade – 
Mayor Skinner recognized Water Department Superintendent Kelly Arnold who reported that the 
bid opening for the Mini Excavator with 6-Way Blade took place on April 13, 2023 at 11:00 a.m., 
with Kelly Arnold, Jerry Arnold, Jay Hollen (all of the City of Buckhannon) and Brandon Magill of 
State Equipment present.  He explained the overview of the bids and the recommendation to accept 
the bid for a Kubota, Modell KX040-4R3T, with heat, a/c, and per the additional specs shown on the 
bid sheet that is part of the packet, from State Equipment, Inc., for a total of $73,508. 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

City of Buckhannon Water Department

Mini Excavator (Mini Track Hoe)

Bid Opening Sign-In and Results Sheet -April 13, 2023 11:00AM

Name Company Email Address Contact Phone Number Bid Bond Included (Y/N) Base Bid Amount

Jerry Arnold City of Buckhannon, WV jarnold.buckhannon@gmail.com 304-677-3862

 Kelly W. Arnold City of Buckhannon, WV kelly.arnold@buckhannonwv.org 304-642-5819

Jay Hollen City of Buckhannon, WV jay.hollen@buckhannonwv.org 304-472-1651

Brandon Magill State Equipment, Inc. bmagill@stateequipment.com 304-841-5869 $74,494.00

    

Note:  

Upon review of the one received bid for compliance with the Bid Package, Drawings and Project Specifications, the Apparent Low Bidder Is State Equipment Inc. 

 
 
Motion to approve the bid as presented for a Kubota, Modell KX040-4R3T from State 
Equipment, Inc., for a total of $73,508 was made by McCauley/Thomas.  Motion carried. 
 
C.3 Draft Water Board Budget FY 2023/2024 – Mayor Skinner recognized Amberle (Amby) 
Jenkins who presented an overview of the proposed Water Board Budget FY 2023/2024.  
Discussion took place with no action being taken as this meeting. 
 
C.4 Discussion-Inquiry regarding Property on Wood Street near the Water Plant – Mayor 
Skinner presented the next item, Discussion-Inquiry regarding Property on Wood Street near the 
Water Plant, to the Board providing an overview.  Board member McCauley recommended that we 
move into an Executive Session to discuss property matters. 
 
At 9:23 a.m., a motion to move into Executive Session to discuss property matters was made 
by McCauley/Rizo.  Motion carried. 
 
At 9:36 a.m., a motion to leave the Executive Session where a discussion on property matters 
took place was made by McCauley/Thomas.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to authorize Amby Jenkins to negotiate with the owner of property on Wood Street 
that is located near the Water Plant with the hope that we will be able to secure the property 
below the current asking price of $60,000 was made by McCauley/Thomas.  Motion carried.  

 
 



 

 

C.5 Valley Green Apartments Water Meter Issues – Mayor Skinner noted that this item was on 
the agenda per a request by Board member McCauley.  Mr. McCauley provided his concerns with 
the water system at Valley Green Apartments specifically the system potentially not having 
adequate flow for fire service.  A discussion took place noting that is has long been the desire from 
the Water Department to place a Master Meter on the system to determine if there are significant 
leaks in the system. 
 
Motion to ask the City Attorney to work with the Water Department to prepare appropriate 
correspondence listing our concerns with the Valley Green Apartments Water System and 
need for a master meter and send it to the owners of the Valley Green Apartments, was made 
by McCauley Thomas. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. McCauley requested that this matter be left on the upcoming agendas for updates and 
progress reports. 
 
D.    Board Members Comments and Announcements     

 Next Meeting May 11, 2023.     
 Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas thanked everyone for all that they do.  
 Dave McCauley: Mr. McCauley noted a recent story on Good Morning America regarding 

the Los Angeles Water System deficiencies that would cost nearly 50 billion to upgrade.  He 
feels that we are blessed to have the system that we have, even though we face many 
necessary upgrades as well.  

 Erasmo Rizo: Mr. Rizo appreciates the continued dialogue that this Board has with new 
ideas being presented and discussions regarding ways to better the system and continue to 
provide excellent water to our customers.  He thanked all those responsible.  

 Don Nestor: Mr. Nestor had left the meeting.  
 Randy Sanders: Mr. Sanders had nothing further 
 Kelly Arnold: Mr. Arnold provided several employee updates.  Tom Davis will be taking his 

Class III Operator’s test soon; Eric Thomason had a slight heart attack; he also obtained his 
Class II and will soon take his Class III.  He thanked the Board for all the support. 

 
Mayor Skinner also thanked everyone for their hard work in providing excellent water to our 
customers.  He noted a recent trip he took to Myrtle Beach to visit his parents where he took 
several gallons of Buckhannon City water, which they were thrilled to receive.     

         
E.     Motion to Adjourn at 9:45 a.m. was made by Rizo. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                          _______________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                ________________________________ 


