
 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, December 07, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  

        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present  
Council Member      David McCauley  Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present 
Buckhannon Fire Department    Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Present 
Channel 3      Dennis Cortes  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present 
Record Delta      Noah Jeffries  Present 
 
Guests: Dr. Coty Martin, Brayton Boggs, Eri Hayes, Abigail Hannon, Katherine Wilkerson, Kelsey Allen, 
Caitlynn Sherman, Ruth Haynes, Molly Clever, Emma Witt, Lori Fisher, Stephanie Arguello, Jack Gutekunst, 
and Meredith Cottrell, all from WVWC; Xavier Scott; Elissa Linger; Jody Light; Jerry Henderson; Denise 
Weaver; Carla McCoy, Anthony McDaniels, Sara Aylestock, Upshur County Schools; Jason Campbell – GTM; 
Tabatha Perry - GTM.  
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, December 07, 2023  

 
A. To conduct a public hearing regarding the proposed adoption on second and final reading of the 
following entitled Ordinance relating to the temporary financing of the design, acquisition, 
construction, and equipping of improvements and additions to the City of Buckhannon’s Stockert 
Youth and Community Center: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE TEMPORARY 
FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, AND EQUIPPPING OF 
IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY 
CENTER; AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY, FIXTURES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 
AND APPURTENANCES TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
FACILITATING THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND 
ADDITIONS TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; THE LEASING 
OF SUCH PROPERTY AND ALL PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS AND APPURTENANCES THERETO BY THE CITY OF 
BUCKHANNON FROM THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION; THE SALE AND ISSUANCE BY 
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION OF ITS BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES, SERIES 2024 IN 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $5,000,000 PRINCIAL AMOUNT, ISSUED IN ONE OR MORE SERIES TO 
PROVIDE TEMPORARY FINANCING FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY 
CENTER; AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN AGREEMENT AND LEASE AND OTHER 
INSTRUMENTS AND AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING OTHER DOCUMENTS AND MATTERS RELATING TO 
THE TERMS AND SECURITY OF SUCH SERIES 2024 NOTES; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS IN 
CONNECTION THEREWITH. 
 
B.      Call to Order 
           B.1   Moment of Silence 
           B.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
C.      Recognized Guests 
           C.1 Steptoe & Johnson PLLC Attorneys At Law 
           C.2 West Virginia Wesleyan College Student Senate Meredith Cottrell: Greetings & Campus News 
           C.3 West Virginia Wesleyan College Student Brayton Boggs: “What to do with the Cats” Presentation 
           C.4 Upshur County School Counselors: “Services Provided in the Schools for the Students” Presentation 
           C.5 Jason Campbell, JCFilms Studio Inc.  
 
D.     Department & Board Reports 
          D.1 Public Works Director - Jerry Arnold  
          D.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins 
          D.3 Fire Chief – JB Kimble 
          D.4 City Attorney - Tom O’Neill    
 



 
 

E.     Correspondence & Information     
          E.1 Building Commission Notice of Public Hearing re: Bond Ordinance SYCC on Dec. 7, 2023 at 6PM 
          E.2 City of Buckhannon Notice of Public Hearing re: Bond Ordinance SYCC on December 7, 2023 at 7PM 
          E.3 FOIA Request - SmartProcure re: PO/Vendor Information 
          E.4 Advertisement for Bids Gateway West Phase II Street Light Pole Assemblies & Globes 
 
F.     Consent Agenda  
          F.1 Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting 11/02/23, 11/16/23 
          F.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          F.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                    
G.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          G.1 Consideration of adoption on second and final reading following a public hearing of Ordinance No.  
          465 relating to the temporary financing of the design, acquisition, construction, and equipping of  
          Buckhannon’s Stockert Youth and Community Center improvements and additions to the City of 
          G.2 Call for Election on May 14, 2024 
          G.3 Approval 2024 COB Holiday Closing Schedule 
          G.4 Discussion Proposed Ordinance No. 466 To Vacate Certain Alleys pursuant to WVWC Property  
                 Exchange (Ord #463) 
          G.5 Approval Modification to Clarify COB Employee Handbook “Return to Work” Section 
          G.6 Approval Letter of Request from UCBOE for assistance in the Demolition Project at 21 E Victoria St 
          G.7 Recommendation from the Revenue Review Committee regarding the funding request from JCFilms 
 
H.      Comments and Announcements 
          H.1 Pamela Bucklew 
          H.2 David McCauley  
          H.3 Jack Reger 
          H.4 David Thomas 
          H.5 CJ Rylands 
          H.6 Randall Sanders  
 
I.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements   
 
J.       Adjournment 
 
Posted 12/04/2023 REVISED 12/05/2023 
 
A. To conduct a public hearing regarding the proposed adoption on second and final reading 
of the following entitled Ordinance relating to the temporary financing of the design, 
acquisition, construction, and equipping of improvements and additions to the City of 
Buckhannon’s Stockert Youth and Community Center: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND 
APPROVING THE TEMPORARY FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, 
CONSTRUCTION, AND EQUIPPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE CITY OF 
BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; AUTHORIZING THE 
CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY, FIXTURES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY AND APPURTENANCES 
TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FACILITATING 
THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND 
ADDITIONS TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; THE 
LEASING OF SUCH PROPERTY AND ALL PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS AND 
APPURTENANCES THERETO BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FROM THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
BUILDING COMMISSION; THE SALE AND ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING 
COMMISSION OF ITS BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES, SERIES 2024 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$5,000,000 PRINCIAL AMOUNT, ISSUED IN ONE OR MORE SERIES TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY 
FINANCING FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN AGREEMENT AND LEASE AND OTHER 
INSTRUMENTS AND AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING OTHER DOCUMENTS AND MATTERS 
RELATING TO THE TERMS AND SECURITY OF SUCH SERIES 2024 NOTES; AND PROVIDING FOR 
OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. 
 
Mayor Skinner called the public hearing to order and presented the purpose of the public hearing 
(see above).  He invited all those present, either in-person or attending GoToMeeting, who wished 
to be heard on the matter to speak and no persons asked to be recognized.  He then called for a 
motion to close the public hearing. 
 
Motion to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance No. 465 relating to the temporary 
financing of the design, acquisition, construction, and equipping of improvements and 
additions to the City of Buckhannon’s Stockert Youth and Community Center was made by 
Thomas/McCauley.  Motion carried. 
 



 
 

B.  Call to Order:  The December 07, 2023 regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was 
called to order by Mayor Skinner, followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the flag. 
 

C. Recognized Guests:  
C.2 West Virginia Wesleyan College Student Senate Meredith Cottrell: Greetings & Campus 
News - Mayor Skinner recognized Ms. Cottrell who provided the following report: 
 

 The WVWC students just wrapped up their fall semester classes.  Today (December 7, 2023) 
was reading day and finals begin on Friday, December 8th.  Finals will conclude on Tuesday, 
December 12th and residence halls will close at 7:00 PM.  The students will have one month 
off. 

 The basketball teams will be staying for part of the break; please check our website for 
games over break as we would love to have your support! 

 A few international students will remain on campus over break as well 
 Our Masters of Fine Arts residency program will take place December 29, 2023 - January 9, 

2024 and we will have a few students living on campus and there will be several 
opportunities to for the public to attend student and professional readings.  Watch our 
website for dates. 

 We are excited to announce that Wesleyan will be hosting the Governor’s School of the Arts 
for the next three summers, affording us the opportunity to host West Virginia’s brightest 
rising high school juniors in the disciplines of art, graphic design, vocal and instrumental 
music, dance and creative writing.  We look forward to partnering with several venues in 
Buckhannon, especially the Colonial Arts Center! 

o On Giving Tuesday, Wesleyan students packaged 250 holiday treat bags for 
Headstart students.   

o A group of students helped Buck Edwards do a roof repair on a home a few 
weekends ago.  

o Three students helped take down the Walk of Valor banners with Create 
Buckhannon. 

o Steve Wyckoff held a Narcan Training on campus and 19 students completed the 
training.  

o Wesleyan student athletes assisted in moving all the books from the storage unit to 
Holy Rosary in advance of the annual Literacy Volunteers book sale.   

 Spring Semester begins on January 15th.  We will welcome returning, new and transfer 
students that day along with our Martin Luther King Jr Day celebration that evening at 5:00 
PM. 
 

Ms. Cottrell closed with “On behalf of the students at Wesleyan, we would like to wish you a safe 
and happy holiday season”. 
 
C.1 Steptoe & Johnson PLLC Attorneys At Law - Mayor Skinner recognized Tom Aman who 
provided an update of the work going on regarding the Stockert Youth and Community Center 
expansion program and the necessary financing applications.  Mayor Skinner also asked for a 
motion to bring G.1 Consideration of adoption on second and final reading following a public hearing 
of Ordinance No. 465 relating to the temporary financing of the design, acquisition, construction, and 
equipping of improvements and additions to the City of Buckhannon’s Stockert Youth and Community 
Center to the table for discussion and/or vote. 
 
Motion to bring G.1 Consideration of adoption on second and final reading following a public 
hearing of Ordinance No. 465 relating to the temporary financing of the design, acquisition, 
construction, and equipping of improvements and additions to the City of Buckhannon’s 
Stockert Youth and Community Center was made by McCauley/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 
 
G.1 Consideration of adoption on second and final reading following a public hearing of 
Ordinance No. 465 relating to the temporary financing of the design, acquisition, 
construction, and equipping of improvements and additions to the City of Buckhannon’s 
Stockert Youth and Community Center - Mayor Skinner asked Mr. Aman to present and explain 
Ordinance 465 to Council, which he did including the required reading of the ordinance by caption. 
 
Motion to approve the adoption of, on the second and final reading and following a public 
hearing on the same, Ordinance No. 465 relating to the temporary financing of the design, 
acquisition, construction, and equipping of improvements and additions to the City of 
Buckhannon’s Stockert Youth and Community Center was made by McCauley/Sanders.  
Motion carried. 
 
 



 
 

City Ordinance 
ORDINANCE NO. 465 OF 
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE TEMPORARY 
FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, 
CONSTRUCTION, AND EQUIPPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONS 
TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY 
CENTER; AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY, 
FIXTURES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY AND APPURTENANCES TO THE CITY 
OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
FACILITATING THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND 
EQUIPPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE CITY OF 
BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; THE 
LEASING OF SUCH PROPERTY AND ALL PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS AND 
APPURTENANCES THERETO BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FROM THE 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION; THE SALE AND ISSUANCE 
BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION OF ITS BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES, SERIES 2024 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$5,000,000 PRINCIAL AMOUNT, ISSUED IN ONE OR MORE SERIES TO 
PROVIDE TEMPORARY FINANCING FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO 
STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN AGREEMENT AND LEASE AND OTHER 
INSTRUMENTS AND AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING OTHER DOCUMENTS 
AND MATTERS RELATING TO THE TERMS AND SECURITY OF SUCH SERIES 
2024 NOTES; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION 
THEREWITH. 

WHEREAS, The City of Buckhannon (the “City”) has, pursuant to an ordinance enacted August 2, 1984, 
created and established the City of Buckhannon Building Commission (the “Issuer”), a public corporation and 
municipal building commission of the State of West Virginia, pursuant to the authority granted to it in Chapter 8, 
Article 33, of the West Virginia Code of 1931, as amended (the “Act”); 

WHEREAS, the Issuer, under the Act, has plenary power and authority to contract and be contracted with, 
acquire, purchase, own and hold any property, real or personal, and acquire, construct, equip, maintain and operate 
public buildings, structures, projects and appurtenant facilities of any type or types for which the City is permitted by 
law to expend public funds, sell, encumber or dispose of any property, real or personal, and lease its property or any 
part thereof, for public purposes to such persons and upon such terms as the Issuer deems proper; 

WHEREAS, the City is empowered and authorized by Chapter 8, Article 16, of the West Virginia Code of 
1931, as amended, to construct, reconstruct, establish, acquire, improve, renovate, extend, enlarge, increase, own, 
equip, repair, maintain and operate any municipal public works (including public recreation centers), together with all 
appurtenances necessary, appropriate, useful, convenient or incidental for or to the maintenance and operation of such 
works; 

WHEREAS, the City desires to convey unto the Issuer pursuant to such deed or deeds, bills of sale or other 
instruments of transfer as may be necessary and appropriate under the circumstances (collectively, the “Conveyance 
Documents”), the real property located in the vicinity of 79 East Main Street, Buckhannon, Upshur County, West 
Virginia, together with all improvements and appurtenances thereto which constitutes the current site of the Stockert 
Youth and Community Center and surrounds, which real property shall be more particularly described in EXHIBIT 
A – REAL ESTATE DESCRIPTION, attached to the hereinafter described Lease and made a part hereof (the 
“Property”); 

WHEREAS, the City desires to design, acquire, construct and equip improvements and additions to the 
City’s Stockert Youth and Community Center, including, repairs, renovations or improvements to the existing 
Community Center, together with all appurtenant facilities (the “Facilities”) in connection therewith (the “Project”); 

WHEREAS, the Issuer, under the Act, has plenary power and authority to issue negotiable bonds, notes, 
debentures or other evidences of indebtedness and provide for the rights of the holders thereof, incur any proper 
indebtedness and issue any obligations and give any security therefor which it may deem necessary or advisable in 
connection with exercising powers as provided in the Act; 

WHEREAS, the Issuer desires, pursuant to its Ordinance enacted in connection therewith (the “Issuer 
Ordinance”) to issue its Bond Anticipation Notes, Series 2024, in one or more series, in an aggregate principal amount 
not to exceed $5,000,000 (the “Series 2024 Notes”) to (i) temporarily finance the costs of the Project, (ii) pay any 
costs necessary to acquire the Property or any other property rights necessary in connection with the Project; (iii) pay 
costs of issuance of the Series 2024 Notes and related costs, (iv) fund a reserve account, if any, for the Series 2024 
Notes, and (v) pay capitalized interest, if any, on the Series 2024 Notes; 

WHEREAS, the purchaser of the Series 2024 Notes (the “Purchaser”), the terms, conditions and provisions 
of the Series 2024 Notes and the forms of certain documents to be executed and delivered in connection with the 
issuance and sale of the Series 2024 Notes shall be approved by the Issuer pursuant to a resolution of the Issuer which 
is supplemental to the Issuer Resolution (the “Issuer Supplemental Resolution”); 



 
 

WHEREAS, the City desires to lease the Facilities from the Issuer pursuant to an Agreement and Lease (the 
“Lease”) to be dated on or prior to the Closing Date (as hereinafter defined), by and between the Issuer, as lessor, and 
the City, as lessee; 

WHEREAS, the Issuer, pursuant to the Issuer Ordinance, has appointed the City to undertake the design, 
acquisition, construction and equipping of the Project and for the purpose of requisitioning and applying the proceeds 
of the Series 2024 Notes to the payment of the costs of the Project and the costs of issuance of such Series 2024 Notes 
and related costs, for and on behalf of the Issuer as herein described, and the City desires to authorize such actions on 
its part pursuant to this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to take all steps necessary to authorize the conveyance of the Property, its 
undertaking of the design, acquisition, construction and equipping of the Project for and on behalf of the Issuer, its 
requisitioning of the Series 2024 Note proceeds and application thereof to the payment of the costs of the Project, its 
leasing of the Facilities from the Issuer pursuant to the terms of the Lease and to permit the Issuer to promptly proceed 
with the issuance of the Series 2024 Notes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Pursuant to the Act, this Ordinance is adopted and enacted and it is hereby found and 
determined that, to accomplish the purposes of the Act and the findings set forth in the preambles hereof, the following 
is hereby authorized and approved: (i) the conveyance of the Property by the City to the Issuer pursuant to the 
Conveyance Documents, if applicable; (ii) the design, acquisition, construction and equipping of the Project by the 
City for and on behalf of the Issuer including but not limited to engaging such architects and other professionals, 
undertaking such public bidding processes, providing notice of award and notice to proceed to such construction 
contractors, entering into such construction contracts, purchase agreements and other documents as may be necessary 
in connection with same and performing under such agreements and requisitioning the proceeds of the Series 2024 
Notes for the purpose of paying costs of the Project and the costs of issuance of the Series 2024 Notes, (iii) the leasing 
of the Facilities by the City from the Issuer pursuant to the terms of the Lease and the payment of such lease rentals 
and other payments by the City which are provided for pursuant to the Lease, and (iv) the issuance and delivery of the 
Series 2024 Notes by the Issuer in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $5,000,000 for the purpose of 
temporarily financing costs of the design, acquisition, construction and equipping, including repair, renovation or 
improvement to the Project including the acquisition of any property necessary for the construction of the Project, the 
payment of costs of issuance of the Series 2024 Notes and related costs, the funding of a reserve account, if any, for 
the Series 2024 Notes and the payment of capitalized interest, if any, on the Series 2024 Notes, are hereby authorized, 
approved, ratified and confirmed.  The Series 2024 Notes shall be issued in accordance with, and shall have the terms 
provided in, the Issuer Ordinance authorizing the issuance of the Series 2024 Notes, which Issuer Ordinance is hereby 
approved. 

Section 2. The City hereby agrees to undertake all actions necessary for the design, acquisition, 
construction and equipping of the Project and to requisition and apply the proceeds of the Series 2024 Notes to the 
payment of the costs of the Project, the costs of issuance of the Series 2024 Notes and related costs, and to execute all 
construction contracts, requisitions, certificates or other documents necessary in connection therewith, and to give any 
and all authorizations as may be necessitated thereby. The City hereby authorizes and approves the payment of costs 
of the Project which may be incurred prior to the issuance of the Series 2024 Notes from its General  Fund and the 
reimbursement of such fund from the proceeds of the Series 2024 Notes following their execution and delivery.  

Section 3. The Lease, by and between the Issuer, as lessor, and the City, as lessee, pursuant to which 
the City will lease the Facilities from the Issuer and will agree to pay as Lease Rentals (but only from the sources set 
forth therein), amounts sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the Series 2024 Notes and any other amounts 
payable thereunder, shall be substantially in the form as shall be approved pursuant to a resolution of the City which 
is supplemental to this Ordinance (the “City Supplemental Resolution”), with such changes, variations, insertions and 
omissions as may be approved by the City. The Mayor of the City is hereby authorized to execute, acknowledge, as 
necessary, and deliver the Lease and the Recorder is hereby authorized and directed to affix the seal of the City thereto 
and to attest the seal.  The execution of the Lease by the Mayor shall be conclusive evidence of any approval required 
by this Section.   

Section 4. The Lease Assignment (the “Assignment”), by the Issuer to the Purchaser, pursuant to 
which the Issuer shall assign certain of its rights under the Lease and rentals thereunder, to be dated or effective as of 
the Closing Date, shall be substantially in the form as shall be approved pursuant to the City Supplemental Resolution, 
with such changes, variations, insertions and omissions as may be approved by the Issuer and the City. The execution 
of the Assignment by the Chairman of the Issuer shall be conclusive evidence of any such approval. 

Section 5.   The Credit Line Deed of Trust, Fixture Filing and Security Agreement (the “Deed of 
Trust”) by the Issuer to the trustees named therein, pursuant to which the Issuer shall convey the Facilities to the 
trustees named therein, in trust, for the benefit and security of the Purchaser in the repayment of the Series 2023 Notes, 
shall be substantially in the form as shall be approved pursuant to the City Supplemental Resolution, with such 
changes, variations, insertions and omissions as may be approved by the Issuer and the City.  The execution of the 
Deed of Trust by the Chairman of the Issuer shall be conclusive evidence of any such approval. 

Section 6. The Series 2023 Notes substantially in the form approved pursuant to the Issuer Ordinance, 
shall be and the same are hereby approved in all respects, with such changes, variations, insertions and omissions as 
may be approved by the City and the Issuer.  Such approval shall constitute the approval of the issuance of the Series 
2024 Notes by an “applicable elected official” to the extent such approval may be required by any State or federal 



 
 

law.  The execution of the Series 2024 Notes by the Chairman of the Issuer shall be conclusive evidence of any such 
approval.   

Section 7. The City hereby approves the sale of the Series 2024 Notes to the Purchaser which shall 
be designated by the Issuer Supplemental Resolution. The price of the Series 2024 Notes shall be 100% of par value, 
there being no interest accrued thereon.  The Series 2024 Notes shall be dated the date of delivery thereof (the “Closing 
Date”). 

Section 8. All covenants, stipulations, obligations and agreements of the City contained herein and 
contained in the Lease and all other instruments and documents relating thereto shall be deemed to be the special and 
limited covenants, stipulations, obligations and agreements of the City to the full extent permitted by law, and such 
covenants, stipulations, obligations and agreements shall be binding upon the City and its successors from time to 
time and upon any board or body to which any powers or duties, affecting such covenants, stipulations, obligations 
and agreements, shall be transferred by or in accordance with law.  Except as otherwise provided herein, all rights, 
powers and privileges conferred and duties and liabilities imposed upon the City or the officials thereof by the 
provisions hereof and by the Lease and all other instruments and documents relating thereto shall be exercised or 
performed by the City or by such officers, board or body as may be required or permitted by law to exercise such 
powers and to perform such duties.  

No covenant, stipulation, obligation or agreement herein contained or contained in the Lease and all other 
instruments and documents relating thereto shall be deemed to be a covenant, stipulation, obligation or agreement of 
any officer, agent or employee of the City in his or her individual capacity and neither the City nor any officer or 
employee thereof shall be liable personally on the Lease or the Series 2024 Notes or be subject to any personal liability 
or accountability by reason of the issuance thereof. 

Section 9. The City hereby ratifies all actions necessary to authorize and approve the design, 
acquisition, construction and equipping of the Project by the City.  

Section 10. The firm of Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, Bridgeport, West Virginia, is hereby designated as 
bond counsel in connection with the issuance of the Series 2024 Notes and the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute 
and deliver such engagement letters as may be necessary to retain such firm for these services. 

Section 11. The execution, delivery and due performance of the Lease are hereby in all respects 
approved, authorized, ratified and confirmed, including, without limitation, all acts heretofore taken in connection 
with the design, acquisition, construction and equipping of the Project; the issuance of the Series 2024 Notes and the 
leasing of the Facilities, and it is hereby ordered that the Mayor, the Recorder, the council members and other 
employees and officers of the City execute and deliver such other documents, certificates, agreements and instruments 
and take such other action as may be required or desirable to carry out the purposes of this Ordinance, the Series 2024 
Notes and the aforesaid documents, certificates, agreements and instruments. 

Section 12. All ordinances, orders, resolutions or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 
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Section 13. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following the public hearing hereon and 
enactment on third and final reading. 

 
First Reading:    November 2, 2023 

Second Reading and:   December 7, 2023 
 Enactment following Public 
 Hearing 
 

THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
 
 
By:   
        Its Mayor 
 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, being the duly qualified, elected and acting Recorder of the City of Buckhannon do hereby 
certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly adopted and enacted by the council of The City of Buckhannon at regular 
meetings duly held, pursuant to proper notice thereof, on November 2, 2023 and December 7, 2023, quorums being 
present and acting throughout, and which Ordinance has not been repealed, rescinded, modified, amended or revoked 
and is a true, correct and complete copy thereof as witness my hand and the seal of The City of Buckhannon this 12/7, 
2023. 

By:  
Recorder 

 
C.3 West Virginia Wesleyan College Student Brayton Boggs: “What to do with the Cats” 
Presentation – Mayor Skinner recognized Dr. Coty Martin of WVWC to provide an overview of the 
West Virginia Wesleyan College: “What to do with the Cats” Presentation.  Dr. Martin explained that 
he teaches both Science and Public Service at WVWC and this semester the Honors Only students of 
the Public Service Course were assigned the task of how to deal with the feral cats problem in 
Buckhannon.  For the entire semester, the students researched the issue by exploring the specific 
local problems, current laws/ordinances, hosting various speakers with knowledge of the subject, 
and researching other communities (around the world) with similar problems.   Dr. Martin then 
recognized Brayton Boggs, Jack Gutekunst, Emma Witt, Eri Hayes, Abigail Hannon, Katherine 
Wilkerson, Kelsey Allen, Caitlynn Sherman, Ruth Haynes, Molly Clever, Lori Fisher, and Stephanie 
Arguello, who all participated in presenting and explaining the following PowerPoint presentation 
regarding feral cats in the Buckhannon area. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Ordinances and Laws- Registration and Enforcement 
 
Ordinance No. 300 - Article XI 

“ARTICLE XI - OPTIONAL REGISTRATION OF CATS UNDER MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE” 

We propose that instead of it being optional to register cats, the city of Buckhannon makes it 
mandatory to register all cats under state law. 

● Enforcement  of Ordinance- Registration of a cat gives consequences to those that abandon 
cats and allow law enforcement to fine those that are involved. This allows Police to track 
those abandoning cats and make citizens think twice as their name is attached to the crime.  

 
City Cooperation And Following The Ordinance 
 
Ordinance No. 300 Article XIX- “City Cooperation With State And/Or County Authorities Respecting 
The Trapping, Capturing, Keeping, Placing For Adoption, Euthanizing, Relocating And/Or Disposing of 
Dogs and Cats Running At Large, Undomesticated, Wild or Stray Animals.” 

● This part of the Ordinance says that the city would cooperate with other authorities in the 
event that animals are running at large.  

● Section 4 of the ordinance says that when animals are running at large the owners will try to 
be identified and if they can’t the animal should be euthanized. A further deterrence for 
dumping cats into colonies.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
Adoption Program - Barn Cats 

● Cater to cats unable to be rehomed regularly 
● Benefits local agriculture through natural pest control 
● Pre Existing programs such as Meow Cat Rescue in Charleston, WV 
● Requires compliance to continue offering consistent cat care after adoption 
● Possible demand in over 20,000 farms totaled in WV in 2021 
 
 

Barn-Business-Garage Program 
● Partnership to Relocate Feral Cats  
● Trap, examine, and contact BBG owners  
● Animal Shelter “Applications,” Guidelines, & Incentives  
● Concerns & Benefits  

○ Finding participants  
○ Multidimensional, “Killing two birds with one stone” 

● Grow Outside of Upshur County  
 
Thank you for your time! Happy Holidays! 

 
Following the presentation, a Q&A took place with a discussion on the proposed solutions and then 
questions and comments from the Council and guests, including Elissa Linger, a member of the 
Animal Care & Control Commission. 
 
Mayor Skinner announced a brief recess for all attendees.  After a few minutes, Mayor Skinner 
continued with the evening’s agenda.   
 
C.4 Upshur County School Counselors: “Services Provided in the Schools for the Students” 
Presentation - Mayor Skinner recognized Sara Aylestock, Carla McCoy, and Anthony McDaniels, all 
representatives of the Upshur County School system, who provided a “Services provided in the 
Schools for the Students” presentation to Council.  Following the presentation a Q&A took place and 



 
 

Ms. Aylestock invited Council members and attendees to participate by providing feedback to the 
Counselors using the form provided or the QR code that was also provided. 

 

Upshur County Schools School Counselors 2023-2024 
 
Buckhannon-Academy Elementary  Kirsten Coit-Fetty & Patricia Loudin 
Hodgesville Elementary   Effie McCauley 
Tennerton Elementary   Suzanne Bohman 
Union and Washington District Elementary Ashley Woody 
French Creek and Rock Cave Elementary Jordan Hedrick 
B-U Middle School    Emily Crabtree, Jordan Hedrick, & Tanya Zickefoose 
B-U High School    Carla McCoy, Sara Aylestock, & Rebecca McDaniels 
 
WV School Counselor Evaluation Standards 
 
Standard 1: Program Planning, Design and Management 
The professional school counselor collaboratively plans, manages, and designs the comprehensive, developmental 
school counseling program. The program addresses academic, social/emotional, and career aspects.   
 
Standard 2: Program Delivery 
The professional school counselor facilitates delivery of the West Virginia Comprehensive Developmental School 
Counseling Program for all students. 
 
Standard 3: Data-Driven Accountability and Program Evaluation 
The professional school counselor examines school, student, and program data to annually evaluate school 
counseling program results and to assure program completeness. 
 
Standard 4: Leadership and Advocacy 
The professional school counselor assumes a leadership role in advocating for student and program success. 
 
Standard 5: Professional Growth and Responsibilities 
The professional school counselor is responsible for improving skills and knowledge and advancing his/her practice 
and the school counseling profession. 
 
Elementary Level (PreK-5th Grade) 

 Individual and group counseling to meet individual student needs based on self-referrals, staff referrals, 
parent referrals. 

 Crisis intervention 
 Collaboration with teachers and administration while conducting functional behavior assessments and 

developing behavior plans. 
 PAX - teaches self-regulation involving “kernels” that teachers use that culminate in playing the Good 

Behavior Game and winning quickly implemented (a minute or 2) fun activities called Granny Wacky 
Prizes. 

 Second Step Curriculum - explicitly teaches social and emotional skills, like problem solving and empathy. 
 Second Step Bullying Curriculum- teaches the difference between bullying and conflict and teaches kids 

what to do if they see bullying or are being bullied. 
 Second Step Body Safety Curriculum- teaches kids about general safety and body safety, including setting 

personal boundaries, identifying when boundaries are crossed, identifying safe adults to talk to, and using 
assertiveness skills to keep themselves safe. 

 Red Ribbon Week – All grade levels promote healthy, drug-free living during this week and beyond.  



 
 

 Career Exploration- Done differently at each school; most create a career day with different stations 
about a variety of careers/jobs. Talking about job skills like organization, time management, and 
communication. Guest speakers are welcome. 

 Human Growth and Development- Puberty discussion with fifth grade classes preparing students for the 
changes their bodies will go through. It’s a chance to teach respect for bodies and healthy care of bodies - 
our own, and everyone else’s. 

 College Week- at the elementary level, it’s our chance to expose our students to the possibilities of 
college and share enthusiasm about education. We do fun activities like design a college or play a Kahoot 
about college information. Some schools do college visits with students.  
 

Middle School (Grades 6-8) 
A Data-Driven Comprehensive School Counseling Program  
 Student needs assessment (for in-person and remote) conducted in September.  
 115 students identified for McKinney Vento services.  
 Approximately 100 students receive weekly BUMS Food Pantry deliveries.  
 Completion of WV’s required suicide prevention lesson in the first semester with each student completing 

a suicide risk assessment.   
  

Response to COVID-19  
 Student Success Standards driven Advisory Lessons; Twice weekly during 1st semester, once weekly during 

2nd semester to allow for extra ICU time.  
 Weekly update posts on Schoology related to wellness and good mental health hygiene.  
 Staff Wellness Newsletters  
 Microsoft Teams and phone calls for individual counseling and family assistance.   
 Ongoing in-person counseling services, even during remote learning.  
 Home visits and helping families connect with teachers and community resources.  

 
Working with At-Risk Students  
 100 at-risk students and their families received a special Holiday gift consisting of ham, potatoes, fruits, 

vegetables, as well as a backpack, hat, gloves, and scarf.  
 Counselors initiate in-campus “Handle with Care” notices when needed.  
 Counselors have earned school safety and crisis intervention certifications under the National Association 

of School Psychologist’s PREPaRE Program.  
 Counselors actively collaborate with other Upshur County school’s mental health professionals to provide 

county-wide counseling services to students.  
 Counselors maintain active caseloads as SAT leaders, with several of our students referred for Academic 

testing/assessment.  
  

Spring Endeavors  
 8th grade preparations and transition activities: Career exploration, PEP Plans, and visit to Fred Eberle.  
 5th grade students transition into middle school is in planning stages.  
 Virtual Field Trips – Grant award for 7th grade to FSU and Pierpont Technical College.  
 7th and 8th grade students are currently applying for scholarship placements at the Governor’s STEM 

Institute and Youth Leadership Academy.  
 
High School (Grades 9-12) 

 Individual and group counseling to meet individual student needs based on self-referrals, staff referrals, 
parent referrals, along with crisis intervention as needed. 

 Monitor student grades and track student credits towards graduation (1,100+ students) 
 Build student schedules  
 Collaboration with Upshur County School Virtual program director 
 Transcribe grades 
 Send transcripts as requested via Parchment 
 Enrollment of new students and requesting records from previous school 
 Withdrawing former students and sending educational records to new school 
 Manage dual credit enrollments with Pierpont Community and Technical College and order books needed. 
 Assist FETC with applications and interviews 
 NCAA Clearinghouse maintenance 
 Organize college visit opportunities through field trips and in-house visits to B-UHS 
 College Exploration Week 
 Organize job awareness through in-house visits to B-UHS/career fair 
 ACT and SAT information and test sign-up (fee waivers) 
 Organize and host Financial Aid/FAFSA events  
 Disseminating information regarding Senior events and deadlines (Promise, FAFSA, scholarships, etc.) 
 Recommendations for student college applications and scholarships 
 Common Application and college application assistance 
 Maintain all scholarships for senior students at B-UHS and online 
 Organize and host Senior Awards Ceremony 



 
 

 Assist with securing caps and gowns for all seniors and take part in the graduation ceremony in May 
 Collaborate with Trumpz to identify students for Angel Tree 
 Red Ribbon Week (October) 
 Suicide Prevention lessons and follow-up 
 Issuing of Handle with Care notices  
 Maintain the Comfort Closet 
 Attend IEP, SAT, 504, dropout meetings 
 Collaboration with SOS program and Options program 
 TABE testing of student to identify Options candidates 
 Summer School  

 
Without objection, Mayor Skinner moved G.7 Recommendation from the Revenue Review Committee 
regarding the funding request from JCFilms to the table for discussion and/or vote. 
 
C.5 Jason Campbell, JCFilms Studio Inc - Mayor Skinner recognized guest Jason Campbell of 
JCFilms who was attending by GoToMeeting.  Prior to Mr. Campbell addressing Council, the Mayor 
provided some information including the fact that JCFilms has filmed a few projects in Buckhannon 
including the popular Hank’s Christmas Wish that was recently premiered at a red-carpet event at 
WVWC and is available on several streaming services.  They plan to begin shooting Hank’s 
Christmas Wish 2 this coming week in Buckhannon.  The Revenue Review Committee has met and 
has a recommendation regarding the funding request, but first, Mayor Skinner introduced Jason 
Campbell to address Council.  Mr. Campbell provided background on the company, JCFilms, and its 
commitment to producing Christian based films while also showing West Virginia in a positive light.  
He noted that they love working in Buckhannon using the beauty of the City as a backdrop for some 
of their productions featuring actor Dean Cain.  The request for financial support is to help offset 
some of the production costs noting that JCFilms is a 501c3 organization.  Mayor Skinner 
announced that the Revenue Review Committee has recommended that the City provides financial 
support in the amount of $2,500 to the JCFilms for the filming of Hank’s Christmas Wish 2.  A Q&A 
followed.   
 

 
 
G.7 Recommendation from the Revenue Review Committee regarding the funding request 
from JCFilms – Mayor Skinner presented this agenda item to City Council and asked if there was a 
motion to approve: 
 
Motion that we accept the recommendation from the Revenue Review Committee regarding 
the funding request from JCFilms in the amount of $2,500 was made by Bucklew/McCauley.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Skinner closed the public comment part of the agenda at 8:40 PM. 
 
D. Department & Board Reports 
D.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold - Mayor Skinner recognized Mr. Arnold and thanked 
him, and the entire Street Department, for the beautiful Christmas Decorations noting the amount 
of hours that were put in the accomplish the desired look of both downtown and Jawbone Park.  Mr. 
Arnold noted that other than the decorations work, and the completed demolition of the garage on 
Florida Street next to the SYCC grounds, he had nothing new to report. 
 
A brief Q&A took place. 
 
D.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins – Mayor Skinner recognized Amberle Jenkins who 
provided the following reports: 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
Without objection, G.2 Call for Election on May 14, 2024 was moved to the table for discussion.   
 
G.2 Call for Election on May 14, 2024 - Amby Jenkins provided an explanation of the Call for 
Election.  No action was necessary. 
 

 
 
Without objection, G.3 Approval 2024 COB Holiday Closing Schedule was moved to the table for 
discussion and/or vote.   
 
G.3 Approval 2024 COB Holiday Closing Schedule – Amby Jenkins reviewed the recommended 
2024 COB Holiday Closing Schedule with Council. 
 



 
 

City of Buckhannon  
2024 Holidays 
 
January 1, 2024   Monday   New Year’s Day 2024 
January 15, 2024  Monday   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
February 19, 2024  Monday   President’s Day  
May 14, 2024   Tuesday   Primary Election 
May 27, 2024   Monday  Memorial Day  
June 20, 2024   Thursday   West Virginia Day  
July 4, 2024   Thursday   Independence Day  
September 2, 2024  Monday   Labor Day  
October 14, 2024  Monday   Columbus Day  
November 5, 2024  Tuesday   Election Day  
November 11, 2024  Monday  Veteran’s Day  
November 28, 2024  Thursday   Thanksgiving Day 
November 29, 2024  Friday    Thanksgiving Friday  
December 25, 2024  Wednesday  Christmas Day  
January 1, 2025  Wednesday   New Year’s Day 2025 
 
Also, any days declared as a holiday by the Governor unless it is optional for municipalities to 
observe them. 
 
Holiday Compensation 

 
For purposes of full-time employee compensation, a holiday is an 8-hour day. Employees 

who work on a scheduled holiday, other than full-time civil service employees of the Fire 
Department (whose holiday compensation rules are set by state law), will be paid their regular 
compensation for time worked, plus 8 hours of holiday pay. 

 
Holiday compensation rules for firefighters are set by West Virginia state code. Full-time, 

civil service, firefighters are paid 1.5 times the regular rate of pay for seventeen (17) hours on 
a holiday. Firefighters who do not work on a given holiday are paid 1.5 times the regular rate of 
pay for seventeen (17) hours for that holiday.  

 
Firefighters who work the holiday and have worked more than 40 hours in the week at 

the time of a holiday (i.e., having reached 40 hours during the week in the days preceding the 
holidays) will receive twice the regular rate of pay for the holiday. 
 
 
Motion to approve the 2024 COB Holiday Closing Schedule was made by Sanders/McCauley.  
Motion carried. 
 
D.3 Fire Chief – JB Kimble - Mayor Skinner recognized BFD Chief JB Kimble, who discussed the 
recent passing of Buddy Ray Zickefoose.  He shared stories of the significance of Buddy Ray and 
how he influenced the BFD in many positive ways.  He then provided this regular report: 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

D.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill: Mayor Skinner recognized City Attorney, Tom O’Neill who noted 
that he will be discussing various items under the Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote. 
 
E. Correspondence & Information: – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
E.1 Building Commission Notice of Public Hearing re: Bond Ordinance SYCC on December 7, 
2023 at 6PM 
 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
BUILDING COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING BOND ORDINANCE 

(STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER) 
 

     A public hearing will be held on the following-entitled Ordinance at a special meeting of the City of Buckhannon 
Building Commission (the “Building Commission”) to be held on Thursday, December 7, 2023 at 6:00 p.m., in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, West Virginia.  To participate in the public hearing 
remotely, join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone at https://meet.goto.com/998683501, or by 
calling (312) 757-3121, access code 998-683-501.  At such hearing any person interested may appear before the 
Building Commission and present protests, comments and suggestions, and all protests, comments and suggestions 
shall be heard by the Building Commission and it shall then take such action as it shall deem proper in the premises 
upon an Ordinance entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE DESIGN, 
ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND 
ADDITIONS TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND 
COMMUNITY CENTER; THE ACQUISITION FROM THE CITY OF 
BUCKHANNON OF CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS NECESSARY IN 
CONNECTION WITH SAME;  THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
BUILDING COMMISSION OF ITS BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES, SERIES 2024, 
IN ONE OR MORE SERIES, IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
NOT MORE THAN $5,000,000, THE PROCEEDS OF WHICH SHALL BE 
EXPENDED TO TEMPORARILY FINANCE A PORTION OF THE COSTS OF 
SUCH PROJECT AND PAYING COSTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE 
AND SUCH RELATED COSTS; AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 
DELIVERY OF A DEED OF TRUST, AN AGREEMENT AND LEASE, A LEASE 
ASSIGNMENT AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS AND DOCUMENTS AND 
APPROVING OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO THE TERMS AND SECURITY 
OF SUCH NOTES; DEFINING AND PRESCRIBING THE TERMS AND 
PROVISIONS OF THE NOTES; PROVIDING GENERALLY FOR THE RIGHTS 
AND REMEDIES AND SECURITY OF THE HOLDERS OF THE NOTES; 
PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION 
THEREWITH; AND PROVIDING WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE 
EFFECT. 

     The above-quoted title of the Ordinance describes generally the contents thereof and the purposes of the Note issue 
contemplated thereby. The proceeds of the Notes will be used to design, acquire, construct and equip improvements 
and additions to the City’s Stockert Youth and Community Center, including, repairs, renovations or improvements 
to the existing Community Center, together with all appurtenant facilities (the “Project”), located in the vicinity of 79 
East Main Street, Buckhannon, Upshur County, West Virginia, together with all improvements and appurtenances 
thereto which constitutes the current site of the Stockert Youth and Community Center and surrounds (the “Property”).  
The Building Commission approves the acquisition of the Property from the City of Buckhannon (the “City”) as well 
as the issuance of its Bond Anticipation Notes, Series 2024, in one or more series, for the purpose of facilitating the 
temporary financing of costs of the Project, all as described in the Ordinance. 

     The Ordinance also approves the leasing of the Property to the City from the Building Commission pursuant to an 
Agreement and Lease, by and between the City and the Building Commission (the “Lease”) and the payment of lease 
rentals by the City to the Building Commission at such time and in such amount as to pay the principal of and interest 
on the Notes as the same becomes due and payable. The Notes will be payable solely from the lease rentals to be paid 
by the City to the Building Commission pursuant to the Lease.  No taxes may at any time be levied for the payment 
of the Notes or the interest thereon. 

     A certified copy of the above-entitled Ordinance is on file with the Building Commission for review by interested 
parties during regular office hours. 

     Following said public hearing, the Building Commission intends to consider enactment of the said Ordinance on 
third and final reading and placement of such Ordinance into effect if such action appears to be appropriate after taking 
into consideration the comments and suggestions made at the public hearing. 

     Dated:  November 15, 2023. 
      /s/ Randy Sanders      

        City Recorder  
Publish Dates RD 11/22/23, 11/29/23 



 
 

E.2 City of Buckhannon Notice of Public Hearing re: Bond Ordinance SYCC on December 7, 
2023 at 7PM 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

REGARDING BOND ORDINANCE 
(STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER) 

 

     A public hearing will be held on the following-entitled Ordinance at a regular meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Buckhannon (the “City”) to be held on Thursday, December 7, 2023 at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers, 
City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, West Virginia. To participate in the public hearing remotely, join the 
meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone at https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by calling 
(571) 317-3112, access code 443-910-693. At such hearing any person interested may appear before the Council and 
present protests, comments and suggestions, and all protests, comments and suggestions shall be heard by the Council 
and it shall then take such action as it shall deem proper in the premises upon an Ordinance entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE TEMPORARY 
FINANCING OF THE COSTS OF THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, 
CONSTRUCTION, AND EQUIPPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONS 
TO THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY 
CENTER; AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY, 
FIXTURES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY AND APPURTENANCES TO THE CITY 
OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
FACILITATING THE DESIGN, ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND 
EQUIPPPING OF IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE CITY OF 
BUCKHANNON’S STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; THE 
LEASING OF SUCH PROPERTY AND ALL PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS AND 
APPURTENANCES THERETO BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FROM THE 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION; THE SALE AND ISSUANCE 
BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON BUILDING COMMISSION OF ITS BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES, SERIES 2024 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$5,000,000 PRINCIAL AMOUNT, ISSUED IN ONE OR MORE SERIES TO 
PROVIDE TEMPORARY FINANCING FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO 
STOCKERT YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTER; AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN AGREEMENT AND LEASE AND OTHER 
INSTRUMENTS AND AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING OTHER DOCUMENTS 
AND MATTERS RELATING TO THE TERMS AND SECURITY OF SUCH SERIES 
2024 NOTES; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION 
THEREWITH. 

     The above-quoted title of the Ordinance describes generally the contents thereof and the purposes of the Note issue 
contemplated thereby. The proceeds of the Notes will be used to design, acquire, construct and equip improvements 
and additions to the City’s Stockert Youth and Community Center, including, repairs, renovations or improvements 
to the existing Community Center, together with all appurtenant facilities (the “Project”), located in the vicinity of 79 
East Main Street, Buckhannon, Upshur County, West Virginia, together with all improvements and appurtenances 
thereto which constitutes the current site of the Stockert Youth and Community Center and surrounds (the “Property”). 
The City approves the conveyance of the Property to the City of Buckhannon Building Commission (the “Building 
Commission”) and the issuance by the Building Commission of its Bond Anticipation Notes, Series 2024, in one or 
more series, for the purpose of facilitating the temporary financing of costs of the Project, all as described in the 
Ordinance. 

     The Ordinance also approves the leasing of the Property by the City from the Building Commission pursuant to an 
Agreement and Lease, by and between the City and the Building Commission (the “Lease”) and the payment of lease 
rentals by the City to the Building Commission at such time and in such amount as to pay the principal of and interest 
on the Notes as the same becomes due and payable. The Notes will be payable solely from the lease rentals to be paid 
by the City to the Building Commission pursuant to the Lease.  No taxes may at any time be levied for the payment 
of the Notes or the interest thereon. 

     A certified copy of the above-entitled Ordinance is on file with the City for review by interested parties during 
regular office hours. 

     Following said public hearing, the City Council intends to consider enactment on second reading of the said 
Ordinance and placement of such Ordinance into effect if such action appears to be appropriate after taking into 
consideration the comments and suggestions made at the public hearing. 

Dated:  November 15, 2023. 
     /s/ Randy Sanders      

       City Recorder 
Publish Dates RD 11/22/23, 11/29/23 
 
 
E.3 FOIA Request-SmartProcure on 12/03/23 re: PO/Vendor Information 
E.4 Advertisement for Bids Gateway West Phase II Street Light Pole Assemblies & Globes 
 



 
 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON STREET DEPARTMENT 

LIGHT POLE ASSEMBLIES AND GLOBES 
 

The City of Buckhannon (City) will accept sealed bids for the purchase and delivery of four (4) light pole assemblies 
and (4) globes at City Hall at 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201 until 1:00 PM EST on December 28, 
2023, at which time all received bids shall be publicly opened and read. 
 
The light poles assemblies and globes to be provided are based upon the P2063 light pole product line and R34 
refractive globes product line respectively as produced by Philips Hadco.  It should be noted that Engineer-approved 
equals will be accepted provided they generally conform in style (with minor variations) to the existing light poles 
and globes currently installed in the City of Buckhannon.  
 
General specifications of the light poles and the globes to be provided by this bid are as follows: 
 

 Light Pole Assembly Order Designation Code:  CP5997C 

 Globe Order Designation Code:  C5997L 

The bid package, containing the detailed specifications and additional information will be available on December 6, 
2023.  Interested parties should contact James S. Hollen, III, City Engineer for the City of Buckhannon (304-472-
1651, extension 1006) for pickup options of the bid package.  All clarifications, questions or comments regarding the 
contents of the bid package must be submitted in writing and either mailed, faxed or emailed to the address below.  
No clarifications and questions will be accepted after 12:00 PM EST on December 13, 2023.   

 
All light pole assemblies and globes are to be delivered by the successful Bidder to the City’s Street Department’s 
Office, which is located at 395 Mud Lick Road in Buckhannon, West Virginia. 
 
If a Bidder is submitting alternate products to the types specified above, the Bidder shall provide product literature, 
including detailed specifications, drawings and information, for review by the Engineering and Street Departments 
for conformity with the bid specifications no later than December 13, 2023. 

 
Sealed bids should be clearing labeled on a sealed envelope as “Gateway West Phase II Street Light Pole Assemblies 
and Globes Bid” and may either be hand delivered or mailed to the following address: 
 
Mr. James S. Hollen, III, PE – City Engineer 
City of Buckhannon 
70 East Main Street 
Buckhannon, WV  26201 
 
The City shall evaluate all Bids received based upon price, compliance with the Project Specifications, customer 
satisfaction, service availability and the general suitability of the Light Pole Assemblies and Globes for their intended 
use.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all Bids that are not in the best interest of the City.  The City reserves 
the right to select any Bid that best meets the needs of the City, including the right to award the Contract(s) to a Bidder 
other than the apparent Low Bidder.  The City reserves the right to waive any bidding informalities that may arise.  In 
addition, the City also reserves the right to terminate the contract at any time due to noncompliance with the 
information contained in the Invitation to Bid Letter, the Project Specifications and the Fixture Drawings.  
 
Honorable Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
City of Buckhannon 
 
Charleston Gazette Run Date 11/29/23 & 12/06/23 
The Intermountain Run Date 11/30/23 & 12/07/23 
 
 
F. Consent Agenda - Mayor Skinner presented an overview of the following to Council and asked 
for action: 
F.1 Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting 11/16/23 
F.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Motion to approve the following minutes as presented – (E.1) Regular Meeting 11/16/23, 
and to approve (E.3) Payment of the Bills was made by Thomas/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits – Councilman Reger recused himself from 
discussion of this Consent Agenda Item as he noted that he had a conflict of interest. 
 

                  Permit Fee Report #76063-#76075 
 

11/16/2023 - 12/06/2023 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt 

Name 

Applic
ant 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contractor 

Descript
ion 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electric
al 

Propert
y Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspect
ion 

Zoning 
Approv
al Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7607
4 

FOSTER'
S 
MARKET
ING 
GROUP 

2 
TRADE
R 
ALLEY 
SUITE 
102 

TWISTED 
WIRE 

MON 
POWER 
SAYS 
NEEDS 
INSPECT
ION TO 
PUT IN 
METER 

10,000.0
0 

100.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  Yes  Zon
e AE 

No No 

7607
5 

Foster 
Marketin
g Group 

23 E 
Main St 

TWISTED 
WIRE 

800 AMP 
Electrical 
Service 

1,000.00 100.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

  Yes  N/A No  

     11,000.
00 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7607
1 

GarVal 
Property 
Rentals 

91 Elm 
St 

 Drywall 
Kitchen 
& 
Remodel  

1,900.00 15.00  No  Yes  N/A No  

7607
2 

DELMAR 
LIGHT 

102 E 
MAIN 
ST 

ULTIMATE 
ROOFING 
WV LLC 

REROOF- 
REPLACE 
SHINGLE
S WITH 
SHINGLE
S 

30,000.0
0 

225.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes  Zon
e AE 

No No 

     31,900.
00 

240.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: No Charge 

7606
5 

Upshur 
County 
Commiss
ion 

91 W 
Main St 

 6ft Hght 
Vinyl 
Fence 

2,500.00 0.00   11/22/2
023 

Yes  Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

     2,500.0
0 

0.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7607
3 

JACK 
REGER 

27 
LINCOL
N WAY 

REGER 
COMPANIES
, LLC 

REROOF- 
REPLACE 
SHINGLE
S WITH 
SHINGLE
S 

0.00 197.40  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 



 
 

7606
9 

ROSS 
CAMPBE
LL 

151 
FAYETT
E 

TRADEWOR
X 

CURB 
CUT 
OKAY'D 
BY BRAD 
AND 
ETHAN 

400.00 10.00  No  No N/A No No 

7607
0 

Randolp
h Hurst 

45 
College 
Ave 

Smalls Seal 
Coating & 
Patching 

Widening 
& Paving 
Rear 
Driveway 

15,000.0
0 

165.00   12/4/20
23 

Yes  N/A No  

7606
8 

Jason 
Cavende
r 

22 
Upper 
Dr 

CITY 
WINDOW & 
CONSTRUC
TION 
COMPANY  

Re-Roof, 
Replace
ment 
Gutters, 
Windows
, Doors, 
Rebuild 
Crawl 
Space, 
Replace 
Rear 
Deck 
10x10, 
Paint 
Exterior 

54,820.0
0 

383.74  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No  

7606
6 

Rosemar
y Queen 

184 
Randol
ph St 

MILLERS 
SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS 
AND FLOOR 
COATING 
LLC  

Replace 
& Install 
new 
Metal 
Roof & 
Drywall  

9,816.00 107.98  No  No N/A No  

7606
7 

Robert 
Miller 

147 
Camde
n Ave 

Crites 
Electric, 
Inc. 

Generato
r Install 
on 
concrete 
pad 
30"x52" 

7,740.00 85.14 B2 
Single 
Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

 11/27/2
023 

No N/A No  

7606
4 

GARY 
LONGWE
LL 

224 
CAMDE
N AVE  

 ADD 
PARKING 
TO 
FRONT 
AND 
BACK; 
MOVE 
FENCE 
IN BACK 
- 6' 
CEDAR 
PLANK 
FENCING 

1,500.00 16.50  No 10/27/2
023 

No N/A No No 

7606
3 

THOM 
KEELEY 

320 W 
VICTOR
IA ST  

A-1 
GENERAL 
CONTRACTI
NG 

REROOF- 
SHINGLE
S; 
GUTTERS 

27,300.0
0 

245.70  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

     116,576
.00 

1,211.
46 

       

Group Total: 8 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7606
7 

Robert 
Miller 

147 
Camde
n Ave 

Crites 
Electric, 
Inc. 

Generato
r Install 
on 
concrete 
pad 
30"x52" 

7,740.00 100.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

 11/27/2
023 

No N/A No  

     7,740.0
0 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7607
0 

Randolp
h Hurst 

45 
College 
Ave 

Smalls Seal 
Coating & 
Patching 

Widening 
& Paving 
Rear 
Driveway 

15,000.0
0 

20.00   12/4/20
23 

Yes  N/A No  

7606
7 

Robert 
Miller 

147 
Camde
n Ave 

Crites 
Electric, 
Inc. 

Generato
r Install 
on 
concrete 
pad 
30"x52" 

7,740.00 20.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

 11/27/2
023 

No N/A No  



 
 

7606
4 

GARY 
LONGWE
LL 

224 
CAMDE
N AVE  

 ADD 
PARKING 
TO 
FRONT 
AND 
BACK; 
MOVE 
FENCE 
IN BACK 
- 6' 
CEDAR 
PLANK 
FENCING 

1,500.00 20.00  No 10/27/2
023 

No N/A No No 

     24,240.
00 

60.00        

Group Total: 3 

     193,956
.00 

1,811.
46 

       

 

 

Total Records: 17 12/7/2023 
 

 
Motion to approve the Building and Wiring Permits was made by Sanders/Rylands.  Motion 
carried with Mayor Councilman Reger abstaining. 
 
G.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
G.1 Consideration of adoption on second and final reading following a public hearing of 
Ordinance No. 465 relating to the temporary financing of the design, acquisition, 
construction, and equipping of improvements and additions to the City of Buckhannon’s 
Stockert Youth and Community Center – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
G.2 Call for Election on May 14, 2024 – Discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
G.3 Approval 2024 COB Holiday Closing Schedule – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
G.4 Discussion Proposed Ordinance No. ___To Vacate Certain Alleys pursuant to WVWC 
Property Exchange (Ord #463) – Mayor Skinner recognized City Attorney Tom O’Neill who 
provided an overview of the proposed ordinance for City Council to consider.  No action was 
necessary regarding this item tonight. 
 
DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. ___ OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE VACATING THREE 

(3) CERTAIN ALLEYS SITUATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF 
BUCKHANNON 

 
 

 WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 463, the City of Buckhannon authorized the exchange of certain 

properties between the City and West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc., a West Virginia non-profit 

corporation; and,  

 WHEREAS, in addition to the exchange of properties as contemplated in said Ordinance, which 

has been fully enacted and has taken effect as of June 15, 2023, the City agreed to vacate three certain 

alleys which abut property owned by West Virginia Wesleyan College; and,  

 WHEREAS, it is now ripe for the Council of the City of Buckhannon to consider vacating said alleys; 

and,  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 5(1) of the West 

Virginia Code, as amended, the City is specifically authorized and empowered to vacate, discontinue and 

close streets, avenues, roads, alleys, ways, and sidewalks; and,  

 WHEREAS, when a public street, way, or alley is closed, discontinued, or vacated, title thereto is 

vested in the adjoining property owners in equal portions divided by the center line thereof; and, 



 
 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the statutes 

of the State of West Virginia and particularly with the immediately hereinbefore referenced state statutes 

insofar as the closing of alleys is concerned. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the 

following findings: 

(1) The Council has previously adopted Ordinance No. 463, which provides – in part – for the 

vacating of all or part of three alleys within the corporate limits of the City of Buckhannon, which abut 

properties currently owned by West Virginia Wesleyan College; 

(2) The subject alleys are described in Ordinance No. 463 as follows:  

a) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk 

trail to a point 178 feet south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

b) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south 

of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

c) Stewart Lane 

ARTICLE II – DISCONTINUANCE, CLOSING, AND VACATION OF ALLEYS: 

 The Council of the City of Buckhannon, pursuant to its authority under West Virginia Code Chapter 

8, Article 12, Section 5(1), does hereby vacate, discontinue, and close the following roads, alleys, and ways 

situate and located within the corporate limits of the City of Buckhannon: 

a) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk 

trail to a point 178 feet south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

b) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south 

of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

c) Stewart Lane 

 ARTICLE III - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

___________. 

FIRST READING: ____________ 

SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION: ____________ 
 

______________________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. _____ 
was lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 
Council assembled on _______________. 

 
______________________________ 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    
 



 
 

 
G.5 Approval Modification to Clarify COB Employee Handbook “Return to Work” Section - City 
Attorney Tom O’Neill provided an overview of the proposed modification that is meant to clarify 
the applicability of the Return to Work policy for the employees of the City. 
 

(Proposed) revised “Return to Work” section of Employee Handbook: 

 Return to Work Program  

 The City of Buckhannon is committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace for our employees. 
Preventing on-the-job injuries and illnesses is one of our City's primary objectives. In furtherance of that 
commitment, the City of Buckhannon has established a “Return to Work” Program (also known as “Light 
Duty”) to accommodate employees who become ill or injured as a result of workplace activity. 

 The “Return to Work” or “Light Duty” program is not available for employees who become ill or injured 
as a result of non-work or off-time activities or circumstances. Employees who suffer illness or injury off-
the-job must use their Paid Time Off leave for recovery time. Employees who do not have sufficient sick 
leave or vacation time to adequately recover from such a non-workplace injury or illness may receive 
donated time from other employees, or must otherwise take an uncompensated leave of absence during 
their recovery. 

 If an employee is injured in the performance of their work and requires accommodation, the appropriate 
city department supervisor will seek to return the employee to some modified or alternative work as soon 
after the injury as possible. This will be accomplished by temporarily modifying the employee's pre-
injury position or providing the employee with an alternative position. The employee’s medical condition 
together with any limitations or restrictions established by the employee's attending physician will be 
considered as a priority when identifying the modified or alternative position.  

 Department supervisors are not authorized to grant, and employees are not authorized to accept, “Light 
Duty” or other modification of the employee’s responsibilities due to illness or injury without express 
written pre-approval of the Director of Finance and Administration. 

 Note: The availability of the Return to Work or “Light Duty” program to an employee is at the discretion 
of the employee’s department supervisor and the subject to the express pre-approval of the Director of 
Administration and Finance. The program may not be applicable to all departments as it relates to specific 
job duties and performance requirements. Employees shall be notified by their department supervisor if 
they are ineligible to return to work in the form of light duty. 

 This program is intended to provide City employees with an opportunity to continue as valuable 
members of our team while recovering from a workplace injury or illness. We want to minimize any 
adverse effects of an on-the-job injury or illness to any of our employees and ultimately return the injured 
employee to their original pre-injury position. This program is intended to benefit a workplace-injured 
employee by promoting a speedy recovery, while maintaining their work patterns and income. This 
program applies to all employees of the City of Buckhannon and its Utility Boards  

 In the event of a work-related injury, the employee shall: 

 [balance of section unchanged] 

Thomas J. O’Neill 
City Attorney 
 
Motion to approve the modification to clarify the COB Employee Handbook “Return to Work” 
section was made by Rylands/McCauley.  Motion carried. 
 
G.6 Approval Letter of Request from UCBOE for assistance in the Demolition Project at 21 E 
Victoria Street - City Attorney Tom O’Neill provided an overview of the Letter of Request from the 
Upshur County Schools for assistance in the demolition project at 21 E. Victoria Street.  Mr. Rylands 
asked for clarification on who was making the request since the local BOE had been relieved of its 
ability to conduct business by the West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE).  Mr. O’Neill 
clarified that the request had been approved by the WVDE.  Mr. Rylands then pointed out that the 
WVDE was the same group that put the WAMSB 2023 event in financial jeopardy with their 
decisions concerning the event.  Mr. McCauley added that while we have had a wonderful working 
relationships with previous local BOE’s and Superintendents, it has recently been strained by 
certain actions of the WVDE and before we can continue with a working relationship we need to 



 
 

have some assurances that we can work together for the positive benefit of all concerned.  Recorder 
Sanders, who was also the chairman (and President) of the 501c3 organization that produced the 
World Association of Marching Show Bands 2023 World Championships, explained how the 
decisions of the WVDE, which was to not honor the agreements that were in place between the 
UCBOE and WAMSB 2023, financially affected the WAMSB event.  Mayor Skinner stressed that 
while he recognizes Councils frustration with the current situation, we must work towards a 
resolution as the Upshur County school system needs to return to its greatness for the community 
to remain strong.  He suggested that we not take action on the matter until we explored having a 
meeting with the UCBOE and the WVDE to discuss these frustrations.  
 

 
 
Motion to table the approval of the letter of request from UCBOE for assistance in the 
demolition project at 21 E Victoria Street until we can have a meeting with representatives 
of the UCBOE and the WVDE to discuss City Council concerns was made by 
McCauley/Thomas.  Motion carried. 
 
 
G.7 Recommendation from the Revenue Review Committee regarding the funding request 
from JCFilms – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
H.  Comments and Announcements 
 
H.1 Pamela Bucklew:  Mrs. Bucklew announced that Buckhannon-Upshur High School was having 
an event tomorrow, from 5:00 to 9:00 PM, featuring the new Community Band, High School Choir 
and Show Choir at the High School.  She also mentioned the BCT’s “A Christmas Story” will be held 
at the Colonial Arts Center this weekend; the Christmas in Fairyland event will be held Saturday 
evening at the Baxa Inn.  She also asked that we remember Edward Brandt who was a member of 
the Buckhannon VIPS program as he recently passed away.   She wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas. 
 



 
 

H.2 David McCauley:  Mr. McCauley noted that he didn’t want his remarks about the UCBOE and 
WVDE to be taken incorrectly as he continues to be very supportive of the county school children.  
He commented that the Dickens event was very successful.  He complimented the Street 
Department for removing the garage next to SYCC.  He concluded by reminding everyone that 
donations can still be made to the SYCC Capital Campaign and the Colonial Arts Center.   
 
H.3 Jack Reger:  Mr. Reger commended the students from WVWC on their presentation on the feral 
cats and the Buckhannon-Upshur Counselors on their presentation regarding their services.  He 
agrees with the Mayor in that we all need to work together on the Upshur County School system 
problems to get it turned around.  He is looking forward to JCFilms coming back to Buckhannon and 
the positive image that there are providing of West Virginia through their films.   
   
H.4 Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas agreed with much of what has already been said during this 
comment period.  He is concerned with the way the State is handling the school situation and he 
looks forward to working with.  He was appreciative of what the BUHS Counselors has to say.  He 
has concerns with the technology that is emerging, including AI (Artificial Intelligence), and the 
effect that it all may have on society.  He wished everyone a Happy Holiday Season. 
 
H.5 CJ Rylands: Mr. Rylands wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
H.6 Randall Sanders: Mr. Sanders mentioned that he was honored to attend the Menorah Lighting 
Ceremony earlier in the evening and he thanked Daya Masada Wright and her family for not only 
providing the Menorah but also for planning the event.  Due to the timing of the event, Mr. Sanders 
represented the City as Mayor Skinner was presiding over the Public Hearing of Ordinance No. 465.  
He also congratulated the Upshur County Commission for their victory in the food collection 
challenge with the Buckhannon City Council.  The challenge was to collect food items for the Parish 
House and the final total was 609 items were collected; Recorder Sanders announced that the 
County had a strong victory having collected 564 of those items, while the City collected 45 items.  
Without objection, he issued a new challenge for the same during the month of November 2024, 
being a competition between the members of the City Council of Buckhannon and the Upshur 
County Commissioners of collecting food items for the Upshur Parrish House. 
 
I.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements:  Mayor Skinner thanked Mr. Sanders for appearing at 
the Menorah Lighting Ceremony and representing the City.  While he wished everyone a Happy 
Holiday Season, he encouraged us to check on those in need as while this is a very happy time of the 
year, it may be a difficult time for some.  Mayor Skinner again wished everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.   
 
J.  Adjournment  
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:30 PM was made by Thomas. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


