
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

 A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023 at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Council Chambers of City Hall. The following individuals were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting): 

 
 Mayor                                                                 Robbie Skinner                                              Present 
City Recorder                                                    Randy Sanders                                               Present 
Council Member                                Pam Bucklew                                                    Present  
Council Member                                David McCauley                                            Present 
Council Member                                Jack Reger                                                          Present 
Council Member                                CJ Rylands                                                        Present 
Council Member                                David Thomas                                                  Present   
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance  Amberle Jenkins                                Present 
City Attorney                                                     Tom O’Neill                                                      Present 
Buckhannon Police Department Chief          Matt Gregory    Present 
Director of Public Works                               Jerry Arnold                                                      Present 
Dixie Greet    City Horticulturist   Present 
Channel 3                                                           Rodney Irvin                                                     Absent  
MyBuckhannon.com                        Katie Kuba                                                         Present  
MyBuckhannon.com                                        Beth Broschart                                               Absent 
Alice Teets    Minute Taker    Present 
 
Guests: Rebecca Westfall and Amanda Hayes 

        City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 

Meeting Agenda for Tuesday, March 14, 2023  

 
A.      Call to Order 
           A.1 Moment of Silence 
           A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
         B.1 Laura Meadows-Executive Director-UCCVB 
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold   
          C.2 City Horticulturist Dixie Green  
          C.3 Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins   
          C.4 Police Chief- Matthew Gregory        
          C.5 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill    
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     

 D.1 Whistle Stop Grill-Letter to ABCA regarding Private Caterer License Application 
          D.2 Morgantown Ridge Inc. DBA Sheetz- Zoning Form to ABCA    
          D.3 PSA from WVDOT-Public Meeting on Transportation Needs 04/04/23 10am at Upshur County Senior Center  
                          
E.     Consent Agenda  
          E.1 Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting 02/16/23, 03/02/23 
          E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                    
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1 Approval Budget FY 2023/2024 
          F.2 Discussion/Possible Vote Property Exchange and to Direct City Attorney to Draft Required Documents  
          F.3 Authorization for Mayor to sign the Engagement Letter for the Financial Feasibility Study by Gray, Griffith & Mays 
                 not to exceed $9,000 RE: SYCC USDA Grant Application Requirement 
          F.4 Appointments to the Buckhannon Planning Commission 
          F.5 Management of The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
            
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1 Pamela Bucklew 
          G.2 David McCauley  
          G.3 Jack Reger 
          G.4 David Thomas 
          G.5 CJ Rylands 
         G.6 Randall Sanders  
 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements   
I.     Adjournment 
 
Posted 03/09/2023     
 
 
 



A. Call to Order:  Mayor Robbie Skinner called the regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council 
for March 14, 2023 then asked all to join him in a Moment of Silence and the Pledge to the Flag of 
the United States of America. 
 
B. Recognized Guests: 

 
          B.1 Laura Meadows-Executive Director-UCCVB:  Ms. Meadows was unable to attend this evening 

and will attend in April.  
  
 B. 2 Amanda Hayes: Ms. Hayes spoke about the problems with vagrancy and homelessness.   
 
 B. 3 Rebecca Westfall: Ms. Westfall also spoke regarding the problems with vagrancy and 

homelessness.  

 
 

 
 
 



C.     Department & Board Report: 
 

C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold: No report to add.   
 

C.2 City Horticulturist Dixie Green: 
 

 
 

C.3 Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins:  
 
Amby report 3-14-23 
  
Balances in the Enterprise Funds February 28, 2023 
 
Waste Collection Board  mm/cking $1,343,512 cd/sav   $58,713 
        Plus a letter of credit for $64,000 
Water Board   mm/cking $958,490 work/capital& savings  $874,401 
 
Sanitary Board   mm/cking $977,005 work/capital   $459,184 
 
Storm water Fund  mm/cking $241,376 
 
 
Stockert Youth Center-see attached from Debora: 
 
Stockert Youth & Community Center  February 2023  Staff Report 
 
We continue to be busy.  Our after school program has over 100 students registered and is going well.  
We have several students tutoring and getting homework help daily. Our daily attendance is 50-55 
students per day. 
 
We continue to have birthday parties and room rentals every weekend.  We have calls almost daily 
wanting to rent space for various activities and events.  Some request require more space than we 
currently have available.  We do share that we will have a much bigger space in the near future and to 
check back with us for their next event. 
 
Our SYCC youth basketball program wrapped up on Feb 26.  Over all it was very successful with over 
350 players, 22 cheer leaders and 37 volunteer coaches.  Our last day of games were tournament games 
followed by awards and team pizza parties to end our season.  We have several coaches and players 
continuing to play under travel teams which will play in other surrounding counties who will represent 
SYCC.  
 
We have gotten our Rec Desk program up dated to enable online credit card payments which has greatly 
helped with after school and summer camp collections.  The program seems to be working great.  We will 
need to have a credit card reader before we take in person payments which should happen soon. 
 
We are beginning to plan for summer camp and have been getting our staff commitments and required 
trainings set up.  The first day of camp will be June 5 and continue through August 4, 2023 



  
 
Kitchen Project update. 
We are still waiting for the contractor to begin.  We have been in contact with the one call contractor listed 
with the City of Buckhannon and should be getting things started soon. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Debora Brockleman, Director 
 
 
Budget Sessions: 
 
Budget presented is $6,481,585 
Breakdown by categories 
Largest portion 46% going to Public Safety costs (police, fire) 
Then Street department 26% (streets, sidewalks and maintenance) 
Collectively the rest of the activities are 28% (administration, youth center, parks, flowers, cemetery 
mowing, storm water, housing, theatre) 
 
For this budget 
Outside agency/organization funding $128,000 
Larger items requested that were not already in the budget: 

 Engineering design Jawbone Run watershed 
 Computer network upgrades 
 Security system upgrades for city hall 
 Police Department replace mobile radios for cruisers and radios for Volunteer Police 
 Replace 3 cruisers 
 Fire – volunteer equipment $15,000 
 Lifepak already approved – on order  
 Replace pickup truck – also already approved and on order 
 Street Dept - $300,000 for project and paving 
 New skid steer attachments for brushhog and grapple bucket 
 Colonial Arts Center – new seating 
 Brushy Fork Event Center $47000 for utilities and part time help 
 Public Safety & Fire training facility $60000 

 
C.4 Police Chief- Matthew Gregory:   
 

 
 



 
 

 
Discussion regarding concerns from Ms. Hayes and Ms. Westfall.  He appreciates their speaking to 
their concerns.  Vagrancy is a complex societal issue.  He has heard the complaints that the police do 
not care, but that is not true.  We play a role, but not the totality.  We are bound by the laws as 
written.  In addressing minor offenses, officers can use discretion and community policing and have 
a list of agencies and services.  We try to be proactive with security checks of businesses, and any 
business can be added to the list.  We do plan on adding more foot and bike patrols, not just in main 
city area, but also in residential areas.  Currently we are challenged by our staffing as three of our 
twelve officers are in the police academy, and one officer is assigned to the drug force task force.  
Police academy will be completed soon.  Chief Gregory also suggested that citizens practice “target 
hardening,” which is taking steps to make it more difficult for you to be a victim or for property to 
being damaged or stolen.  Chief Gregory ended with stating that there is a way forward when we 
work together.   
        



 
 

          C.5 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill: City Attorney O’Neill endorsed what Chief Gregory said.  He states 
that the court system has tied the hands of small towns to deal with petty crimes.  Vagrancy laws 
are struck down in terms of vagueness. He offers his assistance in any way.  When right to live in 
peaceful, clean community is impacted, we must find a solution.  Council member CJ Rylands asks if 
any ordinance that we can enact to deal with problems? Mr. O’Neill said possibly could find a way to 
craft ordinances, but then it becomes an enforcement issue.  Mayor Skinner said that we need to put 
our heads together to work on this problem.      
 
 
D.     Correspondence & Information: 
    
D.1 Whistle Stop Grill-Letter to ABCA regarding Private Caterer License Application 
 
West Virginia Alcohol and Beverage Commission 
900 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Charleston, WV 25302 

March 7, 2023 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing this on behalf of the Whistle Stop Bar and Grill pursuant to their event request under their 

private caterer license. 

The City of Buckhannon finds no violation of any local ordinance for the requested event on March 15, 

2023 at Brightside Creative Collection, 8 East Main Street, Buckhannon. Should you have questions or 

need additional information, please contact my office at 304-472-1651.  

 
Sincerely yours,      
Thomas J. O’Neill, City Attorney 
City of Buckhannon, West Virginia 



 
           D.2 Morgantown Ridge Inc. DBA Sheetz- Zoning Form to ABCA – RE: The Rebuild 

 
 
           D.3 PSA from WVDOT-Public Meeting on Transportation Needs 04/04/23 10am at Upshur 

County Senior Center 
                          
    E.     Consent Agenda: 
           E.1 Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting 02/16/23, 03/02/23 
 
           E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
 
 

 Permit Fee Report #75795 - #75805 
 

 

                                                                     03/02/2023 - 03/13/2023 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt Name 

Applica
nt 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contract

or 

Description Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electri
cal 

Proper
ty 

Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspec
tion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histo
ric 

Prop
erty 

Flo
od 
Zo
ne 
Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Eleva
tion 

Certifi
cate 

FEMA 
Acces
sory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7580
3 

Sheetz, 
Inc 

341 N 
Locust 
St 

BOLGER 
BROTHER
S, INC 

Demolition & 
Rebuild 
Sheetz 
Convenience 
Store & 
Gasoline 

3,770,585.
00 

3,770.5
9 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

3/9/20
23 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

     3,770,58
5.00 

3,770.
59 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7580
3 

Sheetz, 
Inc 

341 N 
Locust 
St 

BOLGER 
BROTHER
S, INC 

Demolition & 
Rebuild 
Sheetz 
Convenience 
Store & 

3,770,585.
00 

13,197.
05 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

3/9/20
23 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 



Gasoline 

7580
2 

LAZY L 
ENTERPR
ISES 
(DAVID 
LONG)  

7 W 
MAIN ST  
(UPSTAI
RS APT)  

 COMPLETE 
REMODEL 
OF 
KITCHEN; 
RECASING 
FRONT 
WINDOWS  

5,000.00 47.50  No  Yes  N/A No No 

7579
7 

CP 
IMAGERY 
CHELSIE 
MCGREW 

18 N 
KANAW
HA ST  

 WINDOW 
DECAL - 
SIGNAGE 

12.00 15.00  No 3/6/20
23 

Yes  N/A No No 

7579
8 

Buckhan
non 
Housing 
Authority 

23 1/2 
Hinkle 
Drive 

NEELS 
FENCE CO 
COMMERC
IAL 

Install/Repla
cement 
Playground 
Equipment in 
existing 
Fence area & 
Install 6ft 
Fence hgt 
along 
property line 

117,000.0
0 

643.50   3/6/20
23 

No N/A No  

     3,892,59
7.00 

13,90
3.05 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Demolition 

7580
3 

Sheetz, 
Inc 

341 N 
Locust 
St 

BOLGER 
BROTHER
S, INC 

Demolition & 
Rebuild 
Sheetz 
Convenience 
Store & 
Gasoline 

3,770,585.
00 

20.00 A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

3/9/20
23 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

     3,770,58
5.00 

20.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: No Charge 

7580
4 

CITY OF 
BUCKHA
NNON 

WALK 
TRAIL 
BATHRO
OMS 

 ELECTRICAL 
UPGRADE 

0.00 0.00 A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

No  No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7579
6 

City of 
Buckhan
non-
SYCC 

8 S 
Florida 
Street 

NEELS 
FENCE CO 
COMMERC
IAL 

Replacement 
6' Industrial 
Gladiator 
Steel Series 
Fence  

18,797.32 0.00   12/15/
2022 

Yes  Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

     18,797.3
2 

0.00        

Group Total: 2 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7580
1 

JOSH 
WINNIN
GS 

32 
MEADO
W 

 INSTALL 
SOFFIT AND 
FASICIA 

100.00 10.00  No  No Zon
e 
AE 

No No 

7580
0 

DAVID 
FEOLA 

24 
MEADE 

JES 
CONSTRU
CTION 

INSTALL 2 
SUMP PUMP 
AND 
BASEMENT 
GUTTER TO 
BE 
DISCHARGE
D BACK 
RIGHT OF 
HOUSE IN 
YARD 

26,576.60 239.19  No  Yes  N/A No No 

7579
9 

SHEENA 
GOLDIZE
N 

39 
SEDGWI
CK  

 METAL OVER 
EXISTING 
SHINGLES 

4,700.00 51.70  No  Yes  N/A No No 

     31,376.6
0 

300.8
9 

       

Group Total: 3 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7580 CHARLIE 15 LET ELECTRICAL 3,000.00 100.00 B2 No  No N/A No No 



5 BENDER MYRNA THERE BE 
LIGHT, 
LLC 

UPGRADE- 
MEW METER 
SOCKET 
DISCONNEC
T 2 
BREAKER 
PANEL 

Single 
Family 
Reside
ntial 
(500 sq 
ft) 

7579
5 

Ralph 
Miller 

6 Gilbert 
St 

TWISTED 
WIRE 

200 amp 
Electrical 
Service-
move to 
outside 

2,500.00 100.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Reside
ntial 
(500 sq 
ft) 

  No N/A No  

     5,500.00 200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7580
3 

Sheetz, 
Inc 

341 N 
Locust 
St 

BOLGER 
BROTHER
S, INC 

Demolition & 
Rebuild 
Sheetz 
Convenience 
Store & 
Gasoline 

3,770,585.
00 

20.00 A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

3/9/20
23 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

7579
7 

CP 
IMAGERY 
CHELSIE 
MCGREW 

18 N 
KANAW
HA ST  

 WINDOW 
DECAL - 
SIGNAGE 

12.00 20.00  No 3/6/20
23 

Yes  N/A No No 

7579
8 

Buckhan
non 
Housing 
Authority 

23 1/2 
Hinkle 
Drive 

NEELS 
FENCE CO 
COMMERC
IAL 

Install/Repla
cement 
Playground 
Equipment in 
existing 
Fence area & 
Install 6ft 
Fence hgt 
along 
property line 

117,000.0
0 

20.00   3/6/20
23 

No N/A No  

     3,887,59
7.00 

60.00        

Group Total: 3 

     15,377,0
37.92 

18,25
4.53 

       

 

 

Total Records: 16 3/14/2023 
 

 

 
 
           E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills: 
 

 



 

 

 



 
 Motion by Reger/Rylands to approve consent agenda.  Motion carried unanimously.   
                    

F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
 

           F.1 Approval Budget FY 2023/2024: Any member of public is welcome to come in to meet and 
discuss budget with Amby Jenkins, Finance Director.  Brief discussion regarding the budget.  April 
18th  is a mandatory budget meeting as set by the State.   

 
 McCauley/Rylands motion to vote on Budget FY 2023/2024 excluding the contribution to 

UCDA.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 Sanders asks for motion to approve line item for Upshur County Development Authority.  

Mayor Robbie Skinner abstains from this vote as Director of the UCDA.  It is the same annual 
contribution as previously years.  Motion by Thomas/Reger.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 



 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

F.2 Discussion/Possible Vote Property Exchange and to Direct City Attorney to Draft 
Required Documents:.  It is noted that the Council is permitted to enter into executive session for 
property and personnel matters.  
 
Motion to accept by Thomas/Sanders.  Motion carried unanimously.  Council member David 
McCauley recuses himself from voting due to long-standing employment with WVWC.  
 
F.3 Authorization for Mayor to sign the Engagement Letter for the Financial Feasibility Study 
by Gray, Griffith & Mays, a.c. , not to exceed $9,000 RE: SYCC USDA Grant Application 
Requirement 
 
Motion to approve by McCauley/Reger. Motion carried unanimously. 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 
F.4 Appointments to the Buckhannon Planning Commission: Jenny Burnside appointed.   
Motion by Rylands/Thomas.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
F.5 Management of The Event Center at Brushy Fork: To move forward with management of 
Event Center through June 2024.   
 
Motion by Sanders/Bucklew.  Motion carried unanimously.  Council member CJ Rylands 
recuses himself from voting due to his owning an event facility.   
            
G.      Comments and Announcements: 
 

           G.1 Pamela Bucklew: Council member Bucklew thanks Amby Jenkins and everyone for their work 
on the budget and states that she is pleased with both the land exchange with WVWC and taking 
over the Event Center for a 15-month trial.  

  



           G.2 David McCauley: He seconds the comments regarding Amby et al for work on budget.  The 
public should be aware that lots of time is spent on this process.  He also asks that we consider a 
task force based on our guests remarks, and he thanks the guests for attending the meeting and for 
sharing their concerns.  

  
           G.3 Jack Reger: He expresses his appreciation for Chief Gregory.  Regarding public policing, it was 

not uncommon for him to see the blue slips saying the police had checked the building when he ran 
the Governor’s Inn.  He also applauded Amby on the work on the budget.  He suggests that we get 
an increase to the F&P fees on the budget as we are overdue for an increase; last police increase 
was in 1982 and fire in 2015.  He suggests that we establish a system where we look at the different 
boards.   

 
           G.4 David Thomas: He appreciates the work on the budget.  
 
           G.5 CJ Rylands: He states that safety is questionable.  His wife is now afraid to walk to car after 

work.  He feels that the people he runs into do not want help.  This situation with vagrancy can 
undo the positive things we have done. The city needs to demonstrate that we are not 
accommodating this behavior and need to prioritize safety.  

 
         G.6 Randall Sanders: He and Jack Reger visited with Chief Gregory and Lt. Loudin.  We are blessed 

with our police leadership.  We have a seat at the table to work on this problem and are confident in 
our leadership.  We need to get our three officers back.  We will have progress and are committed to 
this.  He congratulates Dr. James Moore for being announced as president of WVWC.  Dr. Moore is 
embracing what the city has to offer and bringing about a true partnership between WVWC and the 
city.  Mr. Sanders encourages everyone to come to the elimination dinner on 3/25/23 for a fun 
evening.  
 
H.   Mayor’s Comments and Announcements: Mayor Skinner stated that things change, but this is 
still a very, very safe community.  Crime has gone down, thanks to the efforts of Chief Gregory and 
the BPD.  There are great people who live and work here.  We are challenged to make things better.  
We should not be scared, but alert and aware.  Again, this is a safe community.      
 
I.    Motion to adjourn at 8:36 PM was made by Reger/Thomas. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 
 


