
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, May 4, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., 
in the Council Chambers of City Hall. The following individuals were in attendance (GTM – 
GoToMeeting): 

 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner   Present  
City Recorder      Randy Sanders   Present  
Council Member     Pam Bucklew    Absent 
Council Member     David McCauley   Present  
Council Member     Jack Reger    Present 
Council Member     CJ Rylands    Present 
Council Member     David Thomas    Present  
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance  Amberle Jenkins   Present  
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill    Present  
BFD Captain     Brian Elmore   Present  
Director of Public Works    Jerry Arnold    Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin    Present  
Record Delta     Steven Santilli   Present   
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba    Present  
Note Taker     Alice Teets   Present 
 
Guests: Lauren Frederick, Continuum of Care Director, WV Coalition to End Homelessness by GTM; 
Kathy McMurray, Executive Director, Mountain CAP of WV Inc.; Heather Schneider; Lynn Linger; 
Ron Pugh. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, May 4, 2023  

Channel 3 is Live Streaming our City Council Meetings at https://www.facebook.com/ch3buckhannon/ Send 
public comments via email to buckhannon@buckhannonwv.org or drop them in the mail, or drop box behind City 
Hall.  You may join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693 Or by dialing in using your phone: United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 
Access Code: 443-910-693 
 
A.      Call to Order 
           A.1   Moment of Silence 
           A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
          B.1   Lauren Frederick, Continuum of Care Director, WV Coalition to End Homelessness &  Kathy McMurray,   
              Executive Director, Mountain CAP of WV Inc. -   Presentation “ Build for Zero”       
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1   Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold   
          C.2   Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins   
          C.3   Fire Chief- JB Kimble        
          C.4   City Attorney- Tom O’Neill    
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1   Notice of Public Hearing-Cable Television Franchise Renewal Agreement-Cequel III Communications II, LLC dba 
                    OPTIMUM at City Hall in Council Chamber on Monday, May 22, 2023 at 6PM 
          D.2   Reschedule City Council Meeting Date of May 18 for Tuesday, May 16, 2023 at 7pm due to conflict with the  
                   West Virginia Strawberry Festival Events 
          D.3   West Virginia Strawberry Festival Horse and Carriage Parade has been Postponed 
          D.4   Notification to Residents/Businesses Located along the Parade Route & Lineup Staging Areas 
          D.5   Parks & Recreation Advisory Board-Approval by CPWB: 

  Placement of Signage At All City Parks including the Poundstone River Walk Trail & - Park Closed Sunset to 
Sunrise 

  Closure of the Harley Brown Rotary Park located at 196 S Florida Street/Corner of Wood Street 
          D.6   Placement of Historic Districts Signage: 
                     Replace Existing Directional Signage 33W Off Ramp onto Rt 20 

 Replace Existing “Main Street” Directional Signage 33E Off Ramp onto Old Weston Road 
   Placement of Signage at Mile Marker 15.0 on Corridor H Westbound toward Buckhannon 
   Placement of Signage at Mile Marker 10.75 on Corridor H Eastbound toward Buckhannon 

          D.7   Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-March 2023 
          D.8   Notice Advertisement for Bids REAP Grant Demolition Project 
 
    Consent Agenda  
          E.1   Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting  04/20/23  
          E.2   Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3   Approval of Payment of the Bills 
 



F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1   Approval Mayor’s Authority to Execute USI WV Public Employees Insurance Agency Consulting Agreement 2023 
          F.2   Letter of Request from West Virginia Wesleyan College for Assistance in the Demolition Project at 85 Wood St 
          F.3   Approval Ordinance No. 463 Property Exchange with West Virginia Wesleyan College 1st Reading 
                    
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1   Pamela Bucklew 
          G.2   David McCauley  
          G.3   Jack Reger 
          G.4   David Thomas 
          G.5   CJ Rylands 
         G.6   Randall Sanders  
 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements   
I.      Adjournment 
Posted 05/01/2023 
 
 
A. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Skinner, followed by a moment of 
silence and pledge to the flag. 
 
B.1 Lauren Frederick, Continuum of Care Director, WV Coalition to End Homelessness & 
Kathy McMurray, Executive Director, Mountain CAP of WV Inc.-Presentation “Build for 
Zero.” (GoToMeeting) Ms. Frederick gave a presentation on the homelessness situation in our 
area and in the area serviced by the WVCEH.  Council member Rylands asked how much is spent 
on homelessness?  $4.3 in our continuum, but not all of this is spent strictly on housing.  Housing 
is more cost effective than incarceration.   
 
Recorder Randy Sanders asked if services who provide housing assistance also work with the 
people receiving support with budgetary planning?  Ms. McMurray stated that this is usually 
emergency assistance, and you must meet the basic needs before you can begin teaching.   
 
Mayor Skinner thanked Ms. Frederick and Ms. McMurray for the presentation and sharing their 
knowledge.  He and others with the city have been attending the UC Homelessness Coalition 
meetings.  This is an issue of significant complexity, not just caused by drugs.   
 
He offers his appreciation to Ms. Frederick and Ms. McMurray and to the Record Delta and 
mybuckhannon.com for reporting on this issue.   
 
B.2 Lynn Linger and Ron Pugh:  Lynn Linger spoke of her concern regarding the traffic flow by 
CVS Pharmacy.  She is concerned about traffic being able to get around during flooding and also 
by the closing of the two alleys.  Ron Pugh spoke of concerns about how people will get around 
parade routes during the festivals and other times that Main Street is closed.  Council member CJ 
Rylands pointed out that the property trade between the City and St. Joseph’s Hospital has 
already happened and cannot be reversed.  Mayor Robbie Skinner pointed out that the trade was 
for growth of the hospital.  He also pointed out City Council itself does not take action on street 
matters. Instead, the Consolidated Public Works Board is the decision-making body over streets, 
parks, and cemetery. City Council would not take action on this, or any other street concern. The 
Mayor also stated the CPWB has been working to correct some of the traffic concerns on 
Apothecary Way.  The Mayor invited Ms. Linger and Mr. Pugh to attend the next CPWB meeting 
on Thursday, May 25, 2023 at 7:30am at City Hall.  Ms. Linger stated that she would attend.   
 
In a similar topic, Mayor Skinner also wanted to point out that the City has no control over any 
stoplights anywhere in the county.  Ms. Linger also questioned the no right turn on red at the 
intersection of West Main & Locust Sts (WV Route 20) and Mayor Skinner stated that he has 
spoken to the WVDOH regarding this issue, and they are doing a study regarding that issue.   
 
Mr. Pugh questioned when/where he could see the agendas for upcoming meetings.  He was 
informed that the agendas are posted at least 72 hours prior to the meeting in our lobby, on 
social media, and are sent to local news media.   

C. Department & Board Reports: 

C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold:   
 

Public Works Director Report 
May 4, 2023 

Director: 
 I am working with the crews mostly on the Madison Street project. 
 Black top costs has increased 30% in project costs.   



Street: 
 Crew continue to work on GWW and are near completion of the sidewalk. 
 Continue working on Madison Street project. We are planning to have the asphalt base course 

installed on Monday.  
 Our contractor is finishing up the sidewalk on S. Florida St. and the SYCC fence installation will begin 

next week. 

Sewer:  
 Nothing new to report. 

 
Water: 

 Crews are working on normal maintenance items. 

Waste:  
 Nothing new to report. 

 
Engineering: 

 
 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 2 – Contractor continues to work on punch list items so 

that FEMA can schedule a final field review and the grant can be closed out.   
 

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – Contractors continue to address pre-punch list 
items for Contract No. 1 and Contract No. 2.  The steel platform for Contract No. 3 is being fabricated.   
 

 FEMA Community Visit – Gathering and preparing for FEMA / NFIP community visit on June 8, 2023 
for CRS review and reaccreditation. 

Recorder Randy Sanders gave a shout out to Council member CJ Rylands for taking a closer look at 
the sidewalk by SYCC.     
 
 C.2 Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins:  The TV cable survey is on the City website.  Mon Power 
sent out a PSA stated that on 5/10 from 5-6:00 a.m. there will be a planned power outage.  Several 
streets will be affected.  This will be posted on website.      
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 C.3 Fire Captain Brian Elmore: Chief JB Kimble was unable to attend. 
 
 From June 17-22, 2023, there will be the State Fire Academy for youth aged 14-17.  The cost 

is $375, and the Buckhannon Fired Department and the Upshur County Firefighter 
Association will each sponsor one student.  

 
 Country Roads Fire Expo is coming back in January 2024.   

 
 The Training Facility is coming along nicely.  All are welcome to come see it at the old Waste 

Department facility on Mud Lick Road. 
 
 Heritage Equipment has completed work on the truck and we hope to pick it up on 

Wednesday.   
 
 Today is International Firefighters Day – kudos to all of our firefighters.   

    
 C.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill:  Our answer to the filing to Circuit Court regarding the Zoning  
decision has been filed.     
 
D. Correspondence & Information: 
 
 D.1 Notice of Public Hearing-Cable Television Franchise Renewal Agreement-Cequel III  
 Communications II, LLC dba  OPTIMUM at City Hall in Council Chamber on Monday, May  
 22, 2023 at 6PM   

CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
CEQUEL III COMMUNICATIONS II, LLC dba OPTIMUM 
Application for renewal of cable franchise 
Authority within the City of Buckhannon 
 
On March 22, 2023, Cequel III Communications II, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company, doing business as 
Optimum, filed an application for Renewal of its franchise to operate a Cable Television system within the 
municipal boundaries of the City of Buckhannon, West Virginia. Optimum seeks a ten (10) year renewal of its non-
exclusive cable franchise. 
 
Optimum’s application is available for public inspection at Buckhannon City Hall, 70 East Main Street, 
Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201. The matter of the franchise renewal has been referred by the Buckhannon City 
Council to the City’s Cable Television Board for consideration and recommendation on potential action. 
 
Anyone wishing to comment on Optimum’s application may do so in writing directed to Cable Television Board, 
City of Buckhannon, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201. In addition, a public hearing on 
Optimum’s application will be conducted by the City’s Cable Television Board on Monday, May 22, 2023 at 6:00 
p.m. in the City Council Chambers at Buckhannon City Hall. The Board will further meet on Wednesday, June 
7, 2023 at 4:15 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at Buckhannon City Hall to consider its recommendation to the 
City Council on the application. Any comments on the application must be delivered by that time in order to be 
considered. 
 
Posted 05/01/2023  
Publish Dates 05/06/2023 & 05/13/2023 
 



 D.2 Reschedule City Council Meeting Date of May 18 for Tuesday, May 16, 2023 at    
 7pm due to conflict with the   West Virginia Strawberry Festival Events   
 
 D.3 West Virginia Strawberry Festival Horse and Carriage Parade has been Postponed: The 
Extension Office tried very hard to interest people in participating in the parade, but did not get 
enough response.  The ones who were interested have been invited to participate in the Junior 
Royalty Parade.     
 

 
 
 D.4 Notification to Residents/Businesses Located along the Parade Route & Lineup Staging 
Areas: Cars who remain parked in the Parade Route and Lineup Staging areas will be removed.   
 



   

 
 



 
 
D.5 Parks & Recreation Advisory Board-Approval by CPWB:   
 Placement of Signage At All City Parks including the Poundstone River Walk Trail 

Park Closed Sunset to Sunrise - We needed the specific language of Closed Sunset to 
Sunrise in order to assist the BPD to enforce. 

 Closure of the Harley Brown Rotary Park located at 196 S Florida Street/Corner of 
Wood Street-The Harley Brown Rotary Park space will remain a green space, possibly as a 
community orchard or community garden. 

 



D.6 Placement of Historic Districts Signage: We have submitted an official request to the State.  
These would also be seen as community legitimizers, stating that we have historical districts to 
offer. 
 
 Replace Existing Directional Signage 33W Off Ramp onto Rt 20  
 Replace Existing “Main Street” Directional Signage 33E Off Ramp onto Old Weston 

Road   
 Placement of Signage at Mile Marker 15.0 on Corridor H Westbound toward 

Buckhannon 
 Placement of Signage at Mile Marker 10.75 on Corridor H Eastbound toward 

Buckhannon 
     
D.7 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-March 2023   

                 
 Cats brought in by City Trapper    0 
 Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer                 3 
 Cats brought in by County Residents                32  
 Dogs brought by Animal Control Officer                              8                           
 
D.8 Notice Advertisement for Bids REAP Grant Demolition Project –Amby is currently working 
on the notice.  

E. Consent Agenda   
E.1 Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting 04/20/23   
E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits  
 

                    Permit Fee Report #75846-#75863 
 

 

04/20/2023 - 05/03/2023 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt 

Name 

Applica
nt 

Address 

Primary 
Contrac

tor 

Descripti
on 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electrica
l 

Property 
Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspect
ion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7586
0 

Novelis 
Buckhan
non 

1 Moore 
Ave 

Commer
cial 
Builders 
Inc of 
WV 

Employee 
Restroom 
& Kitchen 
Renovation 
Project-
Phase II 
Office Area 

142,000.
00 

781.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e A 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

7585
4 

Bulk 
Food 
Supersto
re 

7 East 
Main St 

 Signage 36 
sqft 

1,986.00 15.00   4/21/2
023 

Yes  N/A No  

     143,986
.00 

796.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: No Charge 

7585
7 

Buckhan
non 
Upshur 
Health 
Departm
ent 

15 N 
Locust St 

 Replaceme
nt Storage 
Building 
14'x24' 

9,265.00 0.00   4/28/2
023 

Yes   No  

     9,265.0
0 

0.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7586
1 

GLENND
ALE 
DEFORE 

28 
CENTRA
L AVE 

RELIABL
E 
ROOFIN
G & 
SHEET 
METAL 

REROOF-
REMOVIN
G 
SHINGLES 
REPLACE 
WITH 
SHINGLES 
REPAIR 

15,000.0
0 

165.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes  N/A No No 



ROTTEN 
WOOD 

7586
2 

JAMES 
CARPEN
TER 

23 FATO 
LN 

 REROOF 
W/ 
SHINGLES 

7,234.88 79.58  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e A 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7586
3 

BRANDI 
KNIGHT 

15 
SEDGEW
ICK ST 

 PREFAB 
SHED 12 
FT X 20FT  
(JRT 
RENTALS 
1467 OLD 
WESTON 
RD)  

6,000.00 66.00  No 5/1/20
23 

Yes  N/A No No 

7585
8 

RAY 
SINES 

9 
ACADEM
Y  

 SIDING 
AND 
WINDOWS 

2,400.00 26.40  No  No N/A No No 

7585
9 

LATASHA 
URBINA-
ROSAS 

3 THIRD 
AVE 

 REPLACE 
EXTERIOR 
WALL AND 
PART OF 
THE 
FLOOR AT 
BACK OF 
THE 
HOUSE.  
(REPLACIN
G 
PLYWOOD 
AND SOME 
2X4s.) 

2,500.00 27.50  No  Yes  Zon
e AE 

No No 

7585
6 

BENJAMI
N LEIGH 

18 1/2 
ISLAND 
AVE 

 6FT HIGH 
PRIVACY 
FENCE 
WOODEN 

1,800.00 19.80  No 4/26/2
023 

Yes  Zon
e X 

No No 

7585
5 

PAULA 
POTTS 

140 
CAMDEN 
AVE  

TWISTE
D WIRE 

INTERIOR 
REMODAL, 
PAINT, 
PUT IN 6 
WINDOWS 
ELECTRIC
AL 
UPGRADE 

5,000.00 55.00 B2 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (500 
sq ft) 

No  No N/A No No 

7585
3 

AMY 
MOORE 

18 
FIRST 
ST  

 REPLACE 
BOARDS 
ON 
EXISTING 
DECK  

1,500.00 16.50  No  No Zon
e AE 

No No 

7585
2 

Bruce 
Hewitt 

123 
Fayette 
St 

 Fence 6' 
Hght 

600.00 10.00   4/24/2
023 

No N/A No  

7585
1 

LEOLA 
JANE 
CUTLIP 

34 
BOGGES
S ST 

 ENCLOSE 
BACK 
PORCH-
WINDOWS
, REPLACE 
ROOF- 
REMOVE 
FIBERGLA
SS 
REPLACE 
WITH 
METAL 10 
FT X 24 FT 

3,400.00 37.40  No 4/24/2
023 

No N/A No No 

7584
9 

RICHARD 
FORD 

9 
MYRNA 
ST 

ERNEST 
SMALL 
PAVING 

PAVING 
EXISTING 
GRAVEL 
DRIVEWAY 
OK PER 
VINCENT 
SMITH 
AND BRAD 
HAWKINS 

5,000.00 55.00  No  No N/A No No 

7585
0 

JAMES 
TRIVOLE
TTE 

9 3RD 
AVE 

 6FT 
HEIGHT 
FENCE 
WOOD  

2,000.00 22.00  No 4/21/2
023 

No Zon
e AE 

No No 

7584
8 

ELAINE 
WARE 

31 
TUGGLE 
ST  

 10'X12' 
GAZEBO 

3,000.00 33.00  No 4/14/2
023 

No N/A No No 



7584
6 

MELLISA 
COLLINS 

8 ELIAS 
ST 

 REROOF 
PORCH- 
REMOVE 
SHINGLES 
AND 
REPLACE 
WITH TIN, 
REPLACE 
WOOD ON 
WINDOWS
ILLS 

2,000.00 22.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e AE 

No No 

7584
7 

STEPHEN 
POSEY 

48 
BOGGES
S 

Junction 
Box 
Electric  

NEW 
ADDITION
, 
SCREENED 
IN PORCH  

13,000.0
0 

143.00 B1 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construct
ion) 

No 4/22/2
022 

No N/A No No 

     70,434.
88 

778.1
8 

       

Group Total: 15 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7585
5 

PAULA 
POTTS 

140 
CAMDEN 
AVE  

TWISTE
D WIRE 

INTERIOR 
REMODAL, 
PAINT, 
PUT IN 6 
WINDOWS 
ELECTRIC
AL 
UPGRADE 

5,000.00 100.00 B2 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (500 
sq ft) 

No  No N/A No No 

7584
7 

STEPHEN 
POSEY 

48 
BOGGES
S 

Junction 
Box 
Electric  

NEW 
ADDITION
, 
SCREENED 
IN PORCH  

13,000.0
0 

100.00 B1 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construct
ion) 

No 4/22/2
022 

No N/A No No 

     18,000.
00 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7585
4 

Bulk 
Food 
Supersto
re 

7 East 
Main St 

 Signage 36 
sqft 

1,986.00 20.00   4/21/2
023 

Yes  N/A No  

7585
2 

Bruce 
Hewitt 

123 
Fayette 
St 

 Fence 6' 
Hght 

600.00 20.00   4/24/2
023 

No N/A No  

7585
1 

LEOLA 
JANE 
CUTLIP 

34 
BOGGES
S ST 

 ENCLOSE 
BACK 
PORCH-
WINDOWS
, REPLACE 
ROOF- 
REMOVE 
FIBERGLA
SS 
REPLACE 
WITH 
METAL 10 
FT X 24 FT 

3,400.00 20.00  No 4/24/2
023 

No N/A No No 

7585
0 

JAMES 
TRIVOLE
TTE 

9 3RD 
AVE 

 6FT 
HEIGHT 
FENCE 
WOOD  

2,000.00 20.00  No 4/21/2
023 

No Zon
e AE 

No No 

7584
8 

ELAINE 
WARE 

31 
TUGGLE 
ST  

 10'X12' 
GAZEBO 

3,000.00 20.00  No 4/14/2
023 

No N/A No No 

     10,986.
00 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 5 

     252,671
.88 

1,874.
18 

       

 

 

Total Records: 25 5/4/2023 
 

 
 
E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills: 



 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 
 Motion by Rylands/Reger to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion carried unanimously.    
 
F. Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
   
F.1 Approval Mayor’s Authority to Execute USI WV Public Employees Insurance Agency 
Consulting Agreement 2023:   

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Motion by McCauley/Sanders to approve Mayor’s authority to Execute USI WV Public 
Employees Insurance Agency Consulting Agreement 2023. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
F.2 Letter of Request from West Virginia Wesleyan College for Assistance in the Demolition 
Project at 85 Wood Street:  
 

 



Motion by Sanders/Thomas to give assistance to WVWC in the demolition project at 85 
Wood Street.  Motion carried with Council member David McCauley abstaining from the 
vote.  
      
F.3 Approval Ordinance No. 463 Property Exchange with West Virginia Wesleyan College 
1st Reading: Council member David McCauley will abstain from voting due to his long-standing 
relationship with WVWC, but mentions that we were to retain a 10 foot right away for extension 
of the River Trail behind the old Street Department building and to make sure we keep the 
reversionary language of the Dog Park.  Director of Public Works, Jerry Arnold asked if we should 
have language regarding utility restrictions as we have had in other property exchange?  
Recorder Randy Sanders asked for a motion detailing the change in the ordinance header from 13 
tracts to 15.   
 
ORDINANCE NO. 463 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CITY’S 
CONVEYANCE TO WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE, INC., A WEST VIRGINIA NON-PROFIT 
CORPORATION OF TWO PARTICULAR TRACTS OF PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY IN TRADE 

AND EXCHANGE FOR THIRTEEN PARTICULAR TRACTS OR PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY, AS 
WELL AS AN AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY TO VACATE CERTAIN CITY STREETS, ALLEYS, OR 
PORTIONS THEREOF, ALL OF SAID REAL ESTATE SITUATED IN CORPORATION DISTRICT OF 

UPSHUR COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 
 

 WHEREAS, West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc., a West Virginia non-profit corporation, has 

been a vital part of the Buckhannon-Upshur Community since its founding, as an outstanding institution of 

higher learning, both for residents of the Buckhannon-Upshur community and for others who come to 

make Buckhannon their home through their association with the College; and,  

 WHEREAS, in addition to the indispensable place West Virginia Wesleyan College holds in our 

community, the College and its sponsoring institution have been fixtures throughout the community for 

years, both as a major community employer and a participant in community initiatives; and,   

 WHEREAS, West Virginia Wesleyan College owns certain parcels of land more particularly 

described herein, which would afford the City of Buckhannon an opportunity to expand certain of its 

recreational holdings and offerings to the public; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon also owns a certain parcel of land more particularly 

described herein, which would afford West Virginia Wesleyan College an opportunity to more efficiently 

manage its existing physical plant; and, 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 18(b) of the 

West Virginia Code, as amended, the City is specifically authorized and empowered to enter real estate 

transactions involving the trade of municipally owned property for the acquisition of new or other property 

for the City without being required to publicly auction the municipally owned property; and, 

 WHEREAS, both the Council of the City of Buckhannon and the City’s Consolidated Public Works 

Board previously determined that the proposed trade of City owned property for property owned by West 

Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc. was a fair, reasonable and proper real estate transaction that resulted in 

the public interest best being served, and in both the City and the public in general, realizing valuable 

benefits from the consummation of the proposed trade of the herein described property with West Virginia 

Wesleyan College; and, 

 WHEREAS, the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Subsection (6) of the 

West Virginia Code, as amended, specifically provide that both the purchase of private property by a 

municipality and the conveyance of municipally owned property shall be by ordinance; and,  



 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the 

statutes of the State of West Virginia and particularly with the immediately hereinbefore referenced state 

statutes insofar as the acquisition, trading and conveyance of the subject real estate is concerned. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the 

following findings: 

 (1) A trade and conveyance of real estate owned by the City and West Virginia Wesleyan 

College, Inc., a West Virginia non-profit corporation, (hereafter, “College”) is of valuable benefit to both 

the City’s recreational and public works operations and the public in general; 

 (2) The value of the real estate interests proposed for trade and conveyance by the College to the 

City is at least equivalent to the value of the real estate proposed for trade and conveyance; 

 (3) The Council of the City of Buckhannon now desires formally and in all respects to ratify, 

confirm, approve, accept and endorse the City’s conveyance of the real estate more particularly 

described or referenced in Article II hereof in trade and exchange for the College’s conveyance of the real 

estate described or referenced in Article III hereof; and,   

 (4) The Mayor of the City of Buckhannon is hereby duly authorized and empowered to execute, 

acknowledge and deliver on behalf of the City of Buckhannon, by special warranty deed together with any 

and all other reasonable, necessary or proper documents respecting the conveyance of the City-owned 

real estate described in Article II hereof to West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc.; and, 

 (5) The City shall further undertake proceedings to vacate those public streets or alleys identified 

in Article IV, pursuant to the provisions of West Virginia Code. 

 (6) Any conveyance of said streets or alleys to the College shall provide reservations of use to 

other property owners whose lands adjoin said alleys, as far as said alleys actually adjoin the lots or lands 

of those other owners. 

ARTICLE II - CITY REAL ESTATE TO BE TRADED AND CONVEYED UNTO WEST VIRGINIA 

WESLEYAN COLLEGE, INC., A WEST VIRGINA NON-PROFIT CORPORATION: 

 Those tracts identified on the real property tax records of Corporation District, Upshur County, 

West Virginia, as follows (with their commonly known addresses): 

1) Tax Map 4, Parcel 337 (17 Factory Street) 

2) Tax Map 4, Parcel 327.1 (21 Factory Street) 

 

ARTICLE III – WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE, INC., REAL ESTATE TO BE TRADED 

AND CONVEYED UNTO THE CITY: 

 Those tracts identified on the real property tax records of Corporation District, Upshur County, 

West Virginia, as follows (with their commonly known addresses): 

1) Tax Map 8, Parcel 191 (8-10 Randolph Street) 

2) Tax Map 8, Parcel 192 (16 Randolph Street) 



3) Tax Map 8, Parcel 193 (13 Wood Street) 

4) Tax Map 8, Parcel 194 (20 Randolph Street) 

5) Tax Map 8, Parcel 195 (21 Wood Street) 

6) Tax Map 8, Parcel 255 (Camden Ave – Randolph Street Alley – 273’) 

7) Tax Map 8, Parcel 175 (80 Camden Avenue) 

8) Tax Map 8, Parcel 184 (77 Randolph Street) 

9) Tax Map 8, Parcel 236 (78 Randolph Street) 

10)  Tax Map 8, Parcel 237 (79 Wood Street) 

11)  Tax Map 13, Parcel 78.1 (228 Randolph Street) 

12)  Tax Map 13, Parcel 113 (228 Randolph Street) 

13)  A 21,417 square foot portion on the northern end of Tax Map 8, Parcel 252 

14)  Tax Map 8, Parcel 253, etc (balance of parcels to be determined) (Rail Trail) 

15)  Restroom building located upon a portion of Tax Map 5, Parcel 123 (Camden Avenue) 

ARTICLE IV – PUBLIC STREETS, ALLEYS, OR WAYS TO BE VACATED BY THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON IN PROCEEDINGS TO FOLLOW THE ENACTMENT OF THIS ORDINANCE: 

1) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk trail to a 

point 178 feet south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

2) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south of its 

intersection with Braxton Street. 

3) Stewart Lane 

 ARTICLE V - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

June 15, 2023. 

 FIRST READING:  May 4, 2023 

 SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:             May 16, 2023 
 
 

______________________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 463 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on May 16, 2023. 

 
______________________________ 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    
 

Motion by Sanders/Rylands to change line in heading stating 13 tracts to 15 tracts.  Motion 
carried with Council member McCauley abstaining.   
 
With the change above, motion to approve Ordinance No. 463 on its 1st reading was made 
by Reger/Rylands.  Motion carried with Council member McCauley abstaining.  
  
 



G. Comments and Announcements: 
 
G.1 Pamela Bucklew: Absent.  
   
G.2 David McCauley: I would like to thank all the well-wishers after my mild stroke last week.  I am 
working with rehab.  I request a brief executive council after the meeting for property and 
employee matters.    
 
 G.3 Jack Reger: I am glad that Dave McCauley is doing well.  He has been in our prayers.    
   
 G.4 David Thomas: I wish Dave McCauley a speedy recovery.    
 
 G.5 CJ Rylands: I extend good wishes to Dave McCauley on his health.  I will be going to the True 
North Health Clinic for 30 days for my own treatment.  
   
 G.6 Randall Sanders: I wish Dave McCauley a speedy recovery.  God speed to CJ Rylands and hope 
that recovery continues.  A shout out to the West Virginia Wesleyan College Class of 2023.  I was 
honored to be asked to be the Master of Ceremonies of the Opening Day of the Strawberry Festival.  
Mayor Robbie Skinner will present the key to the City.  Tickets went on sale on Monday for WAMSB.  
We have seen robust sales on line.  Printed tickets for sale will begin next week. Performances by 
Lee Greenwood, The US Marine Drum and Bugle Corp.   

H. Mayor’s Comments and Announcements: I wish Dave McCauley continued recovery and 
strength and wish and pray for healing for CJ Rylands.  There is an exciting new business to open on 
Main Street.  I will be able to announce soon.  I encourage everyone to go see the play and support 
Council member Pam Bucklew.  I hope everyone gets out to enjoy the Strawberry Festival.    
 
I. Adjournment:   
 
Motion by Rylands/Sanders to adjourn at 8:39 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 
 


