
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, October 19, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  

        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present 
Council Member      David McCauley  Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present 
Buckhannon Police Department    Chief Matthew Gregory Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Present 
City Horticulturist     Dixie Green  Present-GTM 
Buckhannon Fire Department    Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present 
Record Delta      Noah Jeffries  Present 
 
 
Guests: Firefighter/Paramedic Maria Potter, Lt. Brian Chidester, Lt. Travis Dean, Capt. Joey Baxa, Capt. Brian 
Elmore and Lt. John Brugnoli, of the Buckhannon Fire Department. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, October 19, 2023  

A.      Call to Order 
           A.1   Moment of Silence 
           A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
           B.1 Buckhannon Fire Department-Michael O McNamee Award of Valor Unit Citation 
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1 Public Works Director - Jerry Arnold  
          C.2 City Horticulturist - Dixie Green  
          C.3 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins   
          C.4 Police Chief - Matthew Gregory 
          C.5 City Attorney - Tom O’Neill    
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1 Thank you letter from A&O Railroad, Inc. re: Support of the USDOT Grant Award 
          D.2 Trunk-or-Treat at the Public Safety Complex 10/30/23 6:30pm-8:30pm 
          D.3 Trick-or-Treat in City Limits 10/31/23 6pm-7:30pm 
          D.4 Veteran’s Day Parade November 11, 2023 10am 
          D.5 Buckhannon Christmas Parade December 1, 2023 6pm 
          D.6 WVML BOD’s Meeting 
          D.7 Southern Mayor’s Conference 
          D.8 Mayoral Proclamation Christian Heritage Week in WV Proclaimed by Governor Jim Justice Nov19-25,  
          D.9 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-September 2023 
 
E.     Consent Agenda  
          E.1 Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting 05/16/23, 06/15/23, 08/03/23, 09/07/23, 08/17/23,  
              09/21/23, 10/05/23 Special 03/01/23, 09/13/23, 10/02/23           
          E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                    
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1 Approval Financing of the BPD Motorola Radios 
          F.2 Modification to the COB Outside Entity Funding Request Application 
          F.3 Discussion/Possible Action Proposed Stockert Youth & Community Center Building Project 
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1 Pamela Bucklew 
          G.2 David McCauley  
          G.3 Jack Reger 
          G.4 David Thomas 
          G.5 CJ Rylands 
          G.6 Randall Sanders  
 



H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements   
I.     Adjournment 
 
Posted 10/16/2023 REVISED 10/17/2023 
 
A. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Skinner, followed by a moment of 
silence and pledge to the flag. 
 

B. Recognized Guests:  
B.1 Buckhannon Fire Department-Michael O McNamee Award of Valor Unit Citation – Mayor 
Skinner recognized Chief JB Kimble who provided information concerning a recent honor presented 
to the department while attending the 2023 Firehouse Expo in Columbus, Ohio.   The Buckhannon 
Fire Department was presented the Michael O. McNamee Award of Valor.  The award is named after 
retired Worcester, Massachusetts Fire Department District Chief Mike McNamee, who displayed 
great courage at the Worcester Cold Storage Warehouse Fire in 1999.  To save more lives, McNamee 
made the decision to stop additional Worcester firefighters from entering the building when there 
already were six lost to the fire.  The “Michael O. McNamee Award of Valor “recognizes acts of 
courage and bravery, including both physical acts to rescue a victim in hazardous conditions as well 
as critical decisions or preventative actions that ensured civilian or firefighter safety.  
 
The events that led to the Buckhannon Fire Department winning this award unfolded during the 
early hours of Nov. 27, 2022, at 172 Pocahontas Street, when a combined effort enabled firefighters 
to save the life of local resident, Selena Lamb, who was trapped inside the house during a 
devastating structure fire. 
 
The following is an account of Chief Kimble’s remarks from a My Buckhannon article of October 24, 
2023 by Lily Hicks: 
 
“When you look at the picture of 172 Pocahontas Street on November 27th, it’s difficult to 
comprehend the perilous conditions these brave firefighters confronted,” Kimble said. “The fire 
engulfed the residence in a matter of minutes. The Buckhannon Fire Department received the initial 
call at 6:50 AM, which indicated a structure fire with entrapment.” 
 
Kimble highlighted the critical role of the four firefighters who arrived on the first engine, 
emphasizing that anyone missing would have changed the outcome. The initial four on scene on 
that fire engine were Capt. Joey Baxa, Lt. John Brugnoli, Lt. Ethan Smith and Firefighter/Paramedic 
Maria Potter. 
 
“Their unity and collective effort were the linchpin in rescuing the victim,” he said. 
 
Kimble recognized the unwavering dedication and hard work of his team, describing the crucial 
role each team member played that morning. The fire chief also acknowledged the high training 
standards upheld by the department, “which played a pivotal role in the successful outcome,” he 
said. 
 
“[Our] rigorous training regimen fosters a culture of unity and collaboration, ensuring that every 
member of the team operates cohesively,” the fire chief said. “Without this shared mindset and 
dedication to training, the positive outcome in this rescue operation would have been 
inconceivable.” 
 
In addition to the firefighters on the first engine, Chief Kimble recognized the supporting members 
from other fire trucks that followed, including Capt. Brian Elmore, Captain Linn Baxa, Firefighter 
Justin Boggs, Firefighter/EMT Shane Jenkins, Firefighter First Class Steve Michaels, Firefighter 
Maggie Petitto and Firefighter Hunter Wilfong. 
 
These individuals provided vital support during the operation, reinforcing the importance of 
teamwork during such critical moments, Kimble said. Kimble also acknowledged the other first 
responder units who provided vital backup, including the Adrian Fire Department, Elkins Fire 
Department, Warren District Fire Department, Washington District Fire Department, Weston Fire 
Department and Upshur County EMS. 



 

 
(Pictured with the Michael O. McNamee Award of Valor, from left, are Firefighter/Paramedic Maria Potter, Lt. 
Brian Chidester, Lt. Travis Dean, Chief J.B. Kimble, Capt. Joey Baxa, Capt. Brian Elmore and Lt. John Brugnoli. / 
Photo by Katie Kuba, My Buckhannon) 
 
C. Department & Board Reports 
C.1 City Horticulturist - Dixie Green: Mayor Skinner recognized City Horticulturist, Dixie Green 
who provided a report on the end of season activities with the City Flower program, which includes 
the removal of the flowers prior to the first seasonal frost.  Council members were collectively 
complimentary with this year’s program.  
 
C.2 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold: Mayor Skinner recognized Mr. Arnold who provided the 
following report: 
 
Buckhannon City Council -Public Works Director Report 
 
Street: 

 Continue working on the Madison Street Lot. 
 Finishing up some punch list items in the CAC. 

Sewer:  
 Crews excavated the depressed areaon N. Kanawha and found a broken drainage pipe. The pipe has been 

sleeved and the hole backfilled. The Street Department will be making the pavement repairs before winter. 
 Work continues the Myna Street Project. The street will be repaved before winter. 
 Work continues on the Taylor Street Sewer Project. The contractor is currently working on the section 

between Camden and Fayette Streets. 
 
Waste:  

 The WV Department of Environmental Protection Agency will be conducting a Tire Amnesty Day on 
Saturday, October 21, 2023 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

Water: 
 Nothing new to report. 

Engineer: 
 ARPA – Tennerton Booster Station – Contract A construction activities are approximately 90% complete.  

Remaining work cannot be completed until Contract B is completed.  Contract B is approximately 20% 
complete.  Piping and excavation activities are complete.  Concrete foundation and floor pours will take 
place later this week.  Construction of the building will begin next week.  There is still a 4.5 month lead time 
on an electrical panel that is required for the building.  I anticipate both contracts being completed early 
next spring. 
 

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – Contract 3 construction activities will continue for the 
next month.  The installation of the generator and the automatic transfer switch will take place on Monday, 
November 6, 2023 at 7:00 AM and will last approximately 24 hours.  Punch list items for Contract 1 and 
Contract 2 are nearly complete.  This grant is expected to be completed and closed out prior to the end of 
November 2023.   

 



 ARPA – Sanitary Sewer Collection System on Taylor Street – Construction activities continue on this project.  
The contractor is currently working on the section between Camden Avenue and Fayette Street at this time 
and is anticipated to continue through the end of the month. 
 

 Island Avenue Complete Street Project – Currently revisiting and updating the City’s plans for a complete 
upgrade to the utilities along Island Avenue between the two (2) bridges.  Similar to the North Spring Street 
Project, this project will include the upgrading of the waterlines, the sanitary sewer lines, the storm sewer 
lines, the gas lines (by Mountaineer Gas) and new sidewalks and driveways via a coordinated effort from all 
City utility departments and Mountaineer Gas.  Sanitary sewer and storm sewer construction activities will 
begin late Spring / Early Summer 2024 with waterline, gas and sidewalk activities beginning in Winter 2024 
/ Spring 2025. 

 
A brief Q&A took place. 
 
C.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins – Mayor Skinner recognized Amberle Jenkins who 
provided the following reports: 
 

 
 
C.3 Police Chief- Matthew Gregory - Mayor Skinner recognized BPD Chief, Matthew Gregory, who 
provided this report: 

 
 



 
 
A brief Q&A took place. 
 
C.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill: Mayor Skinner recognized City Attorney, Tom O’Neill who 
provided updates on the WVWC property exchange – including a discussion on the restroom 
located near the baseball field and the hours for usage and maintenance.  Discussion took place 
with input from Public Works Director, Jerry Arnold who felt that all issues can be worked out with 
the college.   
 
D. Correspondence & Information: – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
D.1 Thank you letter from A&O Railroad, Inc. re: Support of the USDOT Grant Award 

 
D.2 Trunk-or-Treat at the Public Safety Complex 10/30/23 6:30pm-8:30pm 
D.3 Trick-or-Treat in City Limits 10/31/23 6pm-7:30pm 
D.4 Veteran’s Day Parade November 11, 2023 10am 
D.5 Buckhannon Christmas Parade December 1, 2023 6pm 
D.6 WVML BOD’s Meeting 
D.7 Southern Mayor’s Conference 



D.8 Mayoral Proclamation Christian Heritage Week in WV Proclaimed by Governor Jim 
Justice November 19-25, 2023 

 
 
D.9 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-September 2023 
Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-June 2022 
 

 Cats brought in by City Trapper   34 
 Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer  0 
 Cats brought in by County Residents  0 
  Dogs brought by Animal Control Officer  7 
 Dogs brought in by County Residents  13 

 
 
E. Consent Agenda - Mayor Skinner presented an overview of the following to Council: 
E.1 Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting 05/16/23, 06/15/23, 08/03/23, 09/07/23, and 
08/17/23 
E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 

                   Permit Fee Report #76028 - #76035 
 

10/05/2023 - 10/18/2023 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applican
t Name 

Applic
ant 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contracto

r 

Descripti
on 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electri
cal 

Proper
ty 

Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspec
tion 

Zoning 
Approv
al Date 

Histo
ric 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Eleva
tion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7603
2 

WVWC 
French 
See 
Dining 
Hall 

69 
Camde
n Ave 

SNIDER 
CONSTRUC
TION LLC 

New 
Rubber 
Roof  

331,870.00 1,825.
29 

 No  No N/A No  

7602
8 

DON 
PATRON 
MEXICAN 
GRILL 

31 S 
FLORID
A 

 LIGHTED 
3x5 
FREESTAN
DING ON 

2,400.00 22.80  No 10/4/20
23 

Yes  Zon
e 
AE 

No No 



EXISTING 
POLE 

     334,270.0
0 

1,848
.09 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: No Charge 

7602
9 

BUCKHAN
NON 
READINE
SS 
CENTER 
WV ARMY 
NATIONA
L GUARD 

929 
BRUSH
Y FORK 
ROAD 

CITY 
WINDOW 
& 
CONSTRUC
TION 
COMPANY  

26201 19,242,003
.00 

0.00 A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

No 10/4/20
23 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

     19,242,00
3.00 

0.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7603
5 

Melessa 
Wohleber 

157 
Fayette 
St 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUCT
ION LLC 

Crawlspac
e 
Encapsulat
ion & 
Drainage 

25,508.68 229.58    No N/A No  

7603
4 

BETH 
HART  

216 
RANDO
LPH ST 

DAN NEEL 
FENCE CO 

CHAIN 
LINK 
FENCE 
BLACK 4FT 

2,990.00 32.89  No 10/13/2
023 

No N/A No No 

7603
1 

Rhonda 
Jeffries 

185 
Camde
n Ave 

 Enclose 
Existing 
Rear Porch 
to 
Sunroom 

2,000.00 22.00   10/6/20
23 

No N/A No  

7603
0 

BURKE 
FRIEND 

60 W 
LINCOL
N ST  

 REPLACIN
G 
LAMINATE 
FLOORING
; 
REPAIRIN
G 
EXISTING 
DECK  

3,000.00 33.00  No  No N/A No No 

     33,498.68 317.4
7 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7603
3 

SHANE 
HINSMAN 

209 
WOOD 
ST 

 CHANGING 
METER 
BOX-RUST 
(NOT 
CHANGING 
PANEL) 

800.00 100.00 B-3 
Single 
Family 
Residen
tial 
(Owner 
Work) 

No  No N/A No No 

     800.00 100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7603
1 

Rhonda 
Jeffries 

185 
Camde
n Ave 

 Enclose 
Existing 
Rear Porch 
to 
Sunroom 

2,000.00 20.00   10/6/20
23 

No N/A No  

     2,000.00 20.00        

Group Total: 1 

     19,612,57
1.68 

2,285
.56 

       

 

 

E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 



 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 
A motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Rylands/Reger.  Motion 
carried.  
 
F.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote. 
F.1 Approval Financing of the BPD Motorola Radios – Mayor Skinner recognized Chief Gregory 
who provided an overview of the quotes and financing of the BPD Motorola Radios.  The total of 
quotes, which is under state contract, was $91,152.74.  The chief then deferred to Amberle Jenkins 
who provided an overview of the financing options from Motorola (through Lease Corporation of 
America).  Mrs. Jenkins recommended we seek local financing rather than participate in the offered 
financing program from Motorola. 
 

 



Motion to allow Amberle Jenkins to acquire the lowest rate for financing of the BPD Motorola 
Radios at a cost of $91,152.74 and execute the same was made by Reger/McCauley.  Motion 
carried.     
 
F.2 Modification to the COB Outside Entity Funding Request Application – Mayor Skinner 
provided an overview of a request by the Revenue and Expense Review Committee to change the 
requirements to a reporting model rather than a reimbursement model as some organizations 
requesting funding cannot front the expenses.  They are also asking that we change the percentage 
that we can provide from 50% to 100% of the projected expenses.  Discussion took place with Mr. 
Reger asking that the reporting be completed within 30 days of the conclusion of the event.  The 
Mayor, along with several Council members, felt that reporting be completed within 45 days of the 
conclusion of the event would be more practical.   
 
Motion to accept the recommendation of the Revenue and Expense Review Committee to 
change the requirements to a reporting model rather than a reimbursement model; change 
the percentage to provide be changed from 50% to 100% of the projected expenses; and, 
require a reporting of how the funding was used within 45 days of the conclusion of the 
event was made by Reger/Bucklew.  Motion carried. 
 
F.3 Discussion/Possible Action Proposed Stockert Youth & Community Center Building 
Project – The Mayor reported that we have not received the Letter of Condition for the USDA so no 
action could be taken. 
 
G.  Comments and Announcements 
 
G.1 Pamela Bucklew:  Mrs. Bucklew thanked all those who came out this past weekend to support 
the presentation of “Death by Dessert”, a Chamber of Commerce and BCT fundraiser. 
 
G.2 David McCauley:  Mr. McCauley spoke about the fall decorations that we used to do throughout 
the city.  He recommended that we resume seasonal decorations. 
  
G.3 Jack Reger:  Mr. Reger commended the Fire Department, City Horticulturist, along with all city 
departments that help with keeping Buckhannon a great city. 
   
G.4 Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas agreed with Mr. Reger’s comments and congratulated Mayor 
Skinner for his selection as a West Virginia delegate to the Southern Mayor’s Conference.  He also 
offered his assistance to work with Amberle Jenkins on better ways to invest some of the City’s 
finance.  He also discussed the concerns that he has with the national economy.  
   
G.5 CJ Rylands: Mr. Rylands also commented on the national economy and certain changes to the 
national banking regulations that are troubling.  He then spoke about the Dicken’s Festival that will 
take place December 2, 2023 
 
G.6 Randall Sanders: Mr. Sanders commented on the Colonial Arts Center noting that it is looking 
fantastic and that Saturday, October 21, 2023 would be the Grand Opening of the center.  He 
thanked Jerry Arnold, Brad Hawkins and Amby Jenkins for the work the City’s crews have dome to 
finalize the center. 

 
H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements:  Mayor Skinner noted that the Planning Commission 
would like to have a joint meeting with the Historic Landmarks Commission and the City Council to 
discuss affordable Housing in Buckhannon.  He supports the request and recommends that we find 
a date to do so.  Also, the UCDA is working on a comprehensive housing study completed.  He also 
was concerned with public comments that the Council takes credit for a lot while we actually show 
our appreciation consistently for the successes of our city employees and community members.  He 
sincerely thanks all those who work so hard.  
 
At 8:09 PM, per a request of the Mayor, a motion to move into an Executive Session per WV 
Code § 6-9A-4 Property Matters was made by Thomas/Sanders.  Motion carried. 
 
At 8:51 PM a motion to move out of Executive Session was made by Sanders/Rylands.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Skinner noted that at 8:51 PM, Council left an Executive Session per WV Code § 6-9A-4 to 
discuss Property Matters where no decisions were made. 
     
I.  Adjournment  



 
Motion to adjourn at 8:52 PM was made by Thomas. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


