
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, September 21, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member      Pam Bucklew  Present - GTM 
Council Member      David McCauley  Present 
Council Member      Jack Reger  Present 
Council Member      CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member      David Thomas  Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present 
Buckhannon Police Department    Chief Matthew Gregory Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Monica Zalaznik  Present 
Record Delta      Steve Santilli  Absent 
 
Guests: Stacy Karickhoff, USDA; Clark Barnes, Orion Strategies-Public Relations Representative for Optimum; Thomas 
Aman, Steptoe & Johnson; Scott Allan, OneFiber-Municipal Fiber – GTM; Debora Brockelman, SYCC – GTM. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, September 21, 2023  

A.      Call to Order 
           A.1   Moment of Silence 
           A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
           B.1 Scott Allan, OneFiber-Municipal Fiber Presentation 
           B.2 Thomas Aman, Bond Counsel, SYCC Proposed Project Update & Financing  
 
C.     Department & Board Reports 
          C.1 Public Works Director - Jerry Arnold   
          C.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins   
          C.3 Police Chief - Matthew Gregory 
          C.4 City Attorney - Tom O’Neill    
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1 West Virginia Make It Shine-Saturday, 09/23/23 7:30AM-3:30PM at COB Transfer Station 444 Mud Lick Rd 
          D.2 UC Solid Waste Authority-Free Residential Paper Shred Event-09/23/23 9:00AM-12:00 Noon at 395 Mud Lick R 
          D.3 Trick-or-Treat in City Limits 10/31/23 6:00PM-7:30PM & Booookhannon Community Halloween Events 
          D.4 FOIA Request-SmartProcure re: PO/Vendor Information 
          D.5 FOIA Request-Alexander Barger re: Building permits 20 Raella Ln, 1 Armory Rd, 66 W Main St 
          D.6 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-August 2023  
                     
E.     Consent Agenda  
          E.1 Approval of Minutes -Regular Meeting 06/15/23, 08/03/23, 08/17/23, 09/07/23 
          E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                    
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          F.1 Discussion/Possible Action Advertise Stockert Youth & Community Center Bid for Construction Proj 
          F.2 Approval Financial Statement Period Ending 06/30/2023 
          F.3 Discussion/Possible Vote Poundstone Riverwalk Trail Extension Project Status 
          F.4 Council Appointment to the Historic Landmarks Commission- Pamela Bucklew 
          F.5 City’s Appointment Upshur County Recreation Board-Amberly Stump 
          F.6 Westfield Property Insurance Quote #1 & Quote #2 
          F.7 Request Building Façade Grant Extension-Foster Marketing Group -10 N. Spring Street  
 
G.      Comments and Announcements 
          G.1 Pamela Bucklew 
          G.2 David McCauley  
          G.3 Jack Reger 
          G.4 David Thomas 
          G.5 CJ Rylands 
          G.6 Randall Sanders  
 



H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements   
I.     Adjournment 
 
Posted 09/18/2023 
 
A. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Skinner, followed by a moment of 
silence and pledge to the flag. 
 

B. Recognized Guests:  
B.1 Scott Allan, One-Fiber Municipal Fiber Presentation – Mayor Skinner recognized Scott Allan 
of One-Fiber - Municipal Fiber.  Mr. Allan provided an overview of his company and the municipal 
fiber service (high speed internet) that it could offer to Buckhannon by forming a partnership with 
the City.   It would involve the City creating its own fiber service, which would then sell the service 
to subscribers.  Initial investment of approximately 5.2 million dollars would be required with the 
payback coming from subscriber fees.  No action was taken but Mr. Allan was invited to set a 
meeting with council sometime in the future to further discuss the opportunity.  
 
B.2 Thomas Aman, Bond Counsel, SYCC Proposed Project Update & Financing - Mayor Skinner 
introduced Thomas Aman who provided an overview on the SYCC Proposed Project Update & 
Financing. 
 
Without objection F.1 Discussion/Possible Action Advertise Stockert Youth & Community Center 
Bid for Construction Project was moved to the table for discussion and/or vote. Mr. Aman 
provided a complete update on the administrative hurdles that have cleared (the due diligence) 
before the USDA financing could move forward.  A newer USDA requirement in West Virginia is for 
the City to acquire interim financing of the project, which is a construction loan that will remain in 
place until the project is complete, at which time the USDA financing will pay off the interim 
financing.  We are still awaiting the decision from the national USDA agency as to whether or not we 
will be approved.  If approved, we will have an interest rate locked in from the USDA and will 
receive a letter of condition, which will allow the City to put the project out to bid.  What is advised 
for us now is to work with the architect to find ways to decrease the potential cost of the project 
(including alternates) and look for the interim financing from local financial institutions.  
 
Motion to schedule a special City Council meeting to include the USDA, Bond Council, Mills 
Group, Stockert Youth and Community Center Board of Directors and the Municipal Building 
Commission on Monday, October 2, 2023 was made by McCauley/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
C. Department & Board Reports 
C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold: Mayor Skinner again recognized Mr. Arnold who 
provided the following report: 
 
 

 Public Works Director Report 
September21, 2023 

Street: 
 Construction is completed on the GGW Project. 

Sewer:  
 Crews will be moving to N. Kanawha St. to investigate the depression in the street. 
 Work continues the Myna Street Project. 
 Work continues on the Taylor Street Sewer Project. The contractor is expected to cross Camden Ave. 

within the next week. 
 
Waste:  

 Saturday will be the last Make it Shine event at the transfer station. 
 The UCSWA will be conducting a paper shred event at our facility across from the transfer station from 

9:00 -12:00. 
 The WV Department of Environmental Protection Agency will be conducting a Tire Amnesty Day on 

Saturday, October 21, 2023 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

Water: 
 Contractors started work on the Tennerton Booster Station ARPA project. 

Mayor Skinner added a report on the Parks and Recreation Board work in the City Park.  He also 
spoke of the newly constructed Pedestrian Walkway, which was part of the ADA requirements from 
the WVDOH and was funded with 80% of funds coming from the WVDOH.  A Q&A with other 
Council members took place regrading general issues. 
 



 
Without objection F.3 Discussion/Possible Vote Poundstone Riverwalk Trail Extension Project 
Status was moved to the table for discussion and/or vote.  Mayor Skinner updated Council on 
certain concerns with the current trail extension project design and asked if Council was prepared 
to postpone the project until options could be explored. 
 
Motion to postpone the Poundstone Riverwalk Trail Extension Project was made by 
Sanders/Reger.  Motion carried. 
 
C.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins – Mayor Skinner recognized Amberle Jenkins who 
provided the following reports: 
 

 
 
Without objection, F.2 Approval Financial Statement Period Ending 06/30/2023 was moved to 
the table for discussion and/or vote.  Amberle Jenkins provided an overview of the report. The 
Financial Statement Period Ending 06/30/2023 will be published in the Record Delta Newspaper 
as a Class I Legal Ad on the date of September 27, 2023 and is available at City Hall for review.  
 
Motion to approve the Financial Statement Period Ending 06/30/2023 was made by 
Sanders/Reger.  Motion carried. 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Without objection, F.6 Westfield Property Insurance Quote #1 & Quote #2 was moved to the table 
for discussion and/or vote.  Mayor Skinner provided an overview of the insurance quotes and 
explained that we requested quotes based on the current deductible of $2,500 ( Quote #1), which 
came in at $54,229.45, and another quote with a $10,000 deductible ( Quote #2), which came in at 
$44,103.13.  He further explained that the Water and Sanitary Boards had already approved quote 
#2.  He asked the Council what their desire would be.   
 
Motion to accept Westfield Property Insurance Quote #2, with a $10,000 deductible and a 
premium of $44,103.13, was made by Thomas/McCauley. 
 
Without objection, F.7 Request Building Façade Grant Extension-Foster Marketing Group -10 N. 
Spring Street was moved to the table for discussion and/or vote.  Amberle Jenkins provided an 
overview of the request, which she noted the applicant was approved for a maximum of $2,500 last 
year and was valid for 6 months, which has elapsed.  There is a provision for recipients to request 
an extension, which would be 6 months from the date of approval.    
 
 



Motion to approve the request for the Building Façade Grant Extension, as presented, for 
Foster Marketing Group -10 N. Spring Street, was made by McCauley/Thomas.  Motion 
carried. 
 

 
 
C.3 Police Chief- Matthew Gregory - Mayor Skinner recognized BPD Chief, Matthew Gregory, who 
provided this report: 
 

 

 



 
 
 
C.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill: Mayor Skinner recognized City Attorney, Tom O’Neill who 
provided updates on the WVWC property swap; the United Coal Company regarding the Water 
Department pump issue; and, that the WV State Supreme Court recently heard a case on holiday 
pay for Morgantown Fire Fighters, which could impact our policy and procedures.   
 
D. Correspondence & Information: – The Mayor reviewed the following with Council: 
D.1 West Virginia Make It Shine-Saturday, 09/23/23 7:30AM-3:30PM at COB Transfer Station 
444 Mud Lick Rd 
D.2 UC Solid Waste Authority-Free Residential Paper Shred Event-09/23/23 9:00AM-12:00 
Noon at 395 Mud Lick Rd 
D.3 Trick-or-Treat in City Limits 10/31/23 6:00PM-7:30PM & Booookhannon Community 
Halloween Events 
D.4 FOIA Request-SmartProcure re: PO/Vendor Information-from 06/28/2023 to current. 
D.5 FOIA Request-Alexander Barger re: Building permits 20 Raella Ln, 1 Armory Rd, 66 W 
Main St 
D.6 Report of Cat & Dog Activity – Upshur County Commission-August 2023 
 
 Cats brought in by City Trapper    2 
 Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer                 1 
 Cats brought in by County Residents                18  
 Dogs brought by Animal Control Officer                              17                        
 
E. Consent Agenda - Mayor Skinner presented an overview of the following to Council: 
E.1 Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting 09/07/23 only 
E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
 

                      Permit Fee Report #76000-#76009 
 

09/07/2023 - 09/20/2023 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt 

Name 

Applican
t 

Address 

Primary 
Contracto

r 

Descriptio
n 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electric
al 

Propert
y Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspec
tion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 



7600
3 

Rodney 
Wright 

159 
Wood St 

APPROACH 
CONTRACT
ING 
JUSTIN 
BURCH 

Inside 
Remodel 
Apartment 
& Garage 

40,000.0
0 

100.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  No N/A No  

     40,000.
00 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7600
5 

Speed 
Wash 
Laundro
mat 

131 S 
Florida St 

REGER 
COMPANIE
S, LLC 

Overlay 
Metal over 
existing 
Roof 

11,700.0
0 

99.45  No  Yes  N/A No  

7600
3 

Rodney 
Wright 

159 
Wood St 

APPROACH 
CONTRACT
ING 
JUSTIN 
BURCH 

Inside 
Remodel 
Apartment 
& Garage 

40,000.0
0 

300.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  No N/A No  

7600
0 

ASHBRO
OKE 
SALON 

436 N 
LOCUST 
ST STE 
103 

 SIGNS & 
INTERIOR 
REMODEL  

1,999.00 15.00  No  No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7600
1 

GO 
MART  

217 S 
KAN 

CRITES 
CONSTRUC
TION 

REPAIR 
COLUMNS- 
REMOVE 
RUST AND 
REPLACE 
WITH 
METAL 

2,500.00 23.75  No  No N/A No No 

     56,199.
00 

438.2
0 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7600
8 

ALLEN 
COOK 

126 
FAYETTE 
ST 

BY TOR 
CONTRACT
ING 

REPLACEM
ENT OF 2 
WINDOWS 

1,564.24 17.20  No  No N/A No No 

7600
6 

John 
Russell 

40 Upper 
Dr 

 Replace 
front porch 
steps 

130.00 10.00  No  No N/A No  

7600
7 

PHILLIP 
DELEON 

12 
MEADE 
ST  

 6 FT READ 
YD FENCE 
WOOD, 4 
FT SIDE YD 
FENCE 
WOOD 

3,325.00 36.58  No 9/15/2
023 

Yes  N/A No No 

7600
4 

CLIFF 
RYLAND
S 

125 
POCAHO
NTAS ST  

 NEW HOME 
CONSTRUC
TION 1500 
SQ FT ; 
TEMP 
ELECTRIC; 
PERMANEN
T 
ELECTRIC  

100,000.
00 

600.00 B1 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construc
tion) 

No 9/13/2
023 

No N/A No No 

7600
2 

Nancy 
King 

90 W 
Lincoln St 

Taylor 
Enterprise 

Storage 
Building 
8'x14' Pre-
Fab  

4,220.00 46.42   9/8/20
23 

No N/A No  

     109,23
9.24 

710.2
0 

       

Group Total: 5 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7600
9 

GREG 
KELLEY 

35 1/2 
MARION 
ST  

DTA 
ELECTRICA
L  

ELECTRICA
L 
UPGRADE; 
100A  

900.00 100.00 B2 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (500 
sq ft) 

No  No N/A No No 

7600
4 

CLIFF 
RYLAND
S 

125 
POCAHO
NTAS ST  

 NEW HOME 
CONSTRUC
TION 1500 
SQ FT ; 
TEMP 
ELECTRIC; 
PERMANEN

100,000.
00 

100.00 B1 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construc
tion) 

No 9/13/2
023 

No N/A No No 



T 
ELECTRIC  

7600
4 

CLIFF 
RYLAND
S 

125 
POCAHO
NTAS ST  

 NEW HOME 
CONSTRUC
TION 1500 
SQ FT ; 
TEMP 
ELECTRIC; 
PERMANEN
T 
ELECTRIC  

100,000.
00 

100.00 B1 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construc
tion) 

No 9/13/2
023 

No N/A No No 

     200,90
0.00 

300.0
0 

       

Group Total: 3 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7600
7 

PHILLIP 
DELEON 

12 
MEADE 
ST  

 6 FT READ 
YD FENCE 
WOOD, 4 
FT SIDE YD 
FENCE 
WOOD 

3,325.00 20.00  No 9/15/2
023 

Yes  N/A No No 

7600
4 

CLIFF 
RYLAND
S 

125 
POCAHO
NTAS ST  

 NEW HOME 
CONSTRUC
TION 1500 
SQ FT ; 
TEMP 
ELECTRIC; 
PERMANEN
T 
ELECTRIC  

100,000.
00 

20.00 B1 Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construc
tion) 

No 9/13/2
023 

No N/A No No 

7600
2 

Nancy 
King 

90 W 
Lincoln St 

Taylor 
Enterprise 

Storage 
Building 
8'x14' Pre-
Fab  

4,220.00 20.00   9/8/20
23 

No N/A No  

7600
0 

ASHBRO
OKE 
SALON 

436 N 
LOCUST 
ST STE 
103 

 SIGNS & 
INTERIOR 
REMODEL  

1,999.00 20.00  No  No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

     109,54
4.00 

80.00        

Group Total: 4 

     515,88
2.24 

1,628
.40 

       

 

 

Total Records: 17 9/20/2023 
 

 

 
E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bill 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

  
 
A motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Rylands/McCauley.  
Motion carried.  Jack Reger abstained. 



 
F.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote. 
F.1 Discussion/Possible Action Advertise Stockert Youth & Community Center Bid for 
Construction Project – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.2 Approval Financial Statement Period Ending 06/30/2023 – Action taken earlier in the 
meeting. 
 
F.3 Discussion/Possible Vote Poundstone Riverwalk Trail Extension Project Status – Action 
taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.4 Council Appointment to the Historic Landmarks Commission- Pamela Bucklew – Mayor 
Skinner announced that Jack Reger had resigned from the Historic Landmarks Commission to 
become the City’s representative on the Senior Center Board.  The Mayor recommended that 
Pamela Bucklew be appointed to fill the open seat on the Historic Landmarks Commission. 
 
Motion to appoint Pamela Bucklew to the Historic Landmarks Commission was made by 
Thomas/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
F.5 City’s Appointment Upshur County Recreation Board - Amberly Stump – Mayor Skinner 
recommended that Amberly Stump be appointed as a representative of the City of Buckhannon to 
the Upshur County Recreation Board. 
 
Motion to appoint Amberly Stump, as a representative of the City of Buckhannon, to the 
Upshur County Recreation Board was made by Sanders/Rylands.  Motion carried. 
 
F.6 Westfield Property Insurance Quote #1 & Quote #2 – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
F.7 Request Building Façade Grant Extension-Foster Marketing Group -10 N. Spring Street – 
Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
G.  Comments and Announcements 
 
G.1 Pamela Bucklew:  Mrs. Bucklew had left the meeting. 
 
G.2 David McCauley:  Mr. McCauley reminded us that the SYCC Capital Campaign was still active 
and he invited people to contribute. 
  
G.3 Jack Reger:  Mr. Reger had nothing further.  
   
G.4 Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas had nothing further. 

   
G.5 CJ Rylands: Mr. Rylands had nothing further.  
 
G.6 Randall Sanders: Mr. Sanders had nothing further. 

 
H.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements:  Mayor Skinner had nothing further. 
     
I.  Adjournment  
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:50 PM was made by Thomas. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


