
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 
A special meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on March 30, 2023 at 9:00 am with the 
following in attendance: 
 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner  Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present  
Council Member     Pam Bucklew  Present 
Council Member     David McCauley Present 
Council Member     Jack Reger  Present 
Council Member     CJ Rylands  Present 
Council Member     David Thomas  Present 
Director of Finance & Administration      Amberle Jenkins Present 
Fire Chief      JB Kimble                Present 
MyBuckhannon     Katie Kuba  Present 
 
Guests in attendance: James Valenson-Volunteer with WAMBS Association, Tim and Sasha Hibbs 
representing Infamous Art Gallery, James Powell- Agent Loudin Insurance Agency, R Harvey and 
Guests from Country of Ghana- Nicholas NiiTettey-Amarteiϐio and Evelyn Naa-Dei Thompson 
 

Special Session of City Council of Buckhannon  
 9:00 A.M. in Council Chambers 

 Meeting Agenda for Thursday, March 30, 2023 

 A.    Call to Order 
          A.1   Moment of Silence 
          A.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
 B.   Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
          B.1   Discussion/Possible Vote Outside Entity Funding Request from Infamous Arts  
                   Collective Gallery Project 
          B.2   Discussion/Possible Vote Approval Westfield Property Insurance Renewal 
          B.3   Discussion/Possible Vote Approval Travelers Liability Insurance Renewal    
          B.4   Fire Civil Service Commission Recommendation of Top 3 Candidates to Council for       
                   Consideration of Hiring & to Set Date of Interviews for Position of Probationary  
                   Firefighter   
       
 C.    Adjournment 
 
Posted 03/22/2023 Revised 03/27/2023 
 
A. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Skinner, followed by a moment of 
silence and pledge to the ϐlag. 
 
B. Recognized Guests: 
Mayor Skinner recognized the guests visiting from Ghana, representing for the National Cadet 
Corps, Nicholas NiiTettey-Amarteiϐio and Evelyn Naa-Dei Thompson. They are visiting Buckhannon 
ahead of the World Association of Marching Show Bands 2023 competition to be held in 
Buckhannon July 2023.  
 
Nicholas relayed that the visit and upcoming competition to Buckhannon is not just about a musical 
competition.  It is about building bilateral relationships, possible business opportunities, 
understanding of different cultures and getting a personal view of Buckhannon.  He remarked that 
they have enjoyed the visit in this humble, wonderful community.   He presented a gift to the Mayor 
and invited him to visit Ghana.   
 
Mayor Skinner expressed his gratefulness for the visit and presented the visitors from Ghana with 
keys to the City of Buckhannon.  
 
B. Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote: 
 
B.1 Discussion/Possible Vote Outside Entity Funding Request from Infamous Arts Collective 
Gallery Project. Mayor Skinner recognized the guests in attendance representing item B.1 on the 
agenda: 
 
Tim and Sasha Hibbs explained that they have been part of the community for a couple of years on 
Main Street.  They have supported many artistic events.   They now want to move their activities 
and try to preserve a historic building located at 13 South Florida Street. 



The following request was submitted and recently reviewed by the Revenue Review Committee: 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
Revenue Review Committee recommendation to City Council: 
 
The Revenue Review CommiƩee met on 03/24/23 at 9:00 am  
 
In aƩendance: Robert Skinner III, Scott Randall, Barbara Hinkle, Jack Reger-GTM, Amberle Jenkins, 
David Thomas-GTM 
 

 Infamous Art CollecƟve Gallery, amount of funding request $20,000.00 –matching funds for WV 
State Historic PreservaƟon Grant Office Development Grant, to replace a roof and repair water 
damage to the historic Liberty in Christ Church located at 13 South Florida Street in Buckhannon, 
WV. 

 



There were concerns and quesƟons with the applicaƟon: 
 
The Outside EnƟty Funding Request states that Expenses ineligible for funding are capital improvements, 
administraƟve expenses, building renovaƟons and debt services. 
 
Even if funding could be considered.  The Ɵtled owner of the property is not the applicant. The land 
contract is in the name of an individual not a 501 c 3 organizaƟon. 
 
No financial informaƟon was included. 
 
The property is in a floodplain, which will bring challenges for further renovaƟons.  Applicant showed no 
proof of the ability to further renovate the building. 
 
QuesƟons also arose on the ability to meet requirements to obtain a grant from the WV Dept of Arts, 
Culture and History for a Development Grant.  
 
All members of the Revenue Review CommiƩee agreed that they could not recommend a contribuƟon for 
this request of $20,000 to City Council. 
 
Council discussed the request at length with Mr. and Mrs. Hibbs but also had the same concerns as 
the committee.  They suggested that a request for programming might be better received as they 
would like to help support the group.   
 
Mayor Skinner had prepared a letter of support for the group. 
 

 
 



Motion Reger/ Sanders to deny the request that was submitted in the amount of $20,000 to 
match potential grant funds to repair/replace a roof and water damages.  Motion carried.  
 
 
B.2 Discussion/possible vote approval Westϐield Property Insurance Renewal: 
B.3 Discussion/possible vote approval Travelers Liability Insurance Renewal: 
 
Insurance Agent Jamie Powell-Loudin Insurance Agency presented the following summary that 
outlined the expected increase of 9.3% for liability and auto insurance, covered by Travelers 
Insurance. 
 

 
 
 
The major areas of increase were auto liability, employment practices and law enforcement liability.  
 
Auto liability – Accidents and deaths are up. Distracted driving is a major cause. The auto market 
has not completely stabilized.  New vehicles still have some delay in delivery.  Used vehicles are still 
valued higher.  The cost of repairs have greatly increased.   
Mr. Powell also identified that the SYCC bus travels outside the city limits often. He suggested 
increasing the threshold from $500,000 to $1,000,000. 
 
Law Enforcement Liability - Lawsuits and focus on police departments nationwide. 
 
Employment Practices Liability - Lawsuits - pre 2023 -lawsuits brought on by vaccination 
requirements, return to work, discrimination.  Now increased exposure to diversity, equity 
initiatives, social and environmental issues.  
 
Cyber Insurance is also a major concern nationwide.   Mr. Powell has concerns that this could 
become a specialized insurance.  
 
Mr. Powell also reported that the Westϐield (property) Insurance policy had very little change in 
premiums.  Less than $1000 annually.  
 
Mayor Skinner stated that he had a discussion with Mr. Powell recently, since he was formerly an 
insurance agent, he was very familiar with the issues surrounding increases everywhere.  He agreed 
with the increase from $500,000 to $1,000,000.  This is much smarter than adding it to the 
umbrella.  
 
The Mayor also recommended that once we get the appraisals back for the Water and Sewer Plants, 
to increase the deductible to $10,000.  
 
 



 
Motion Rylands/ McCauley to renew the Westϐield (property) Insurance Policy.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion McCauley/Rylands to renew the Travelers (liability, auto, cyber,) Insurance policy.  
Motion carried. 
 
 
B.4  Fire Civil Service Commission recommendation of the top (3) three  candidates to 
Council for consideration of hiring and to set date of interviews for position of probationary 
ϐireϐighter: 
 
Mayor Skinner reminded Council that there is one vacancy in that department.  Mr. Reinking, quit 
last year and that position has not be ϐilled. 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 

Mayor and City Council Members, 
 
Re: Approval of candidates per the Fire Civil Service Commission for probationary ϔireϔighter list of certiϔied 
eligibles: 
 
A Fire Civil Service Commission meeting was held on March 20, 2023 to review and to begin the process to 
replenish the eligibility list for submittal of three (3) candidates to City Council as required by the Fire Civil 
Service Commission Rules and Regulations.  
Upon completion of the Buckhannon Fire Civil Service requirements we are pleased to advance and certify the 
following candidates to the list of eligibles for the position of probationary firefigher. 
 
1. Marcus James Allen Miller     Expire 03/04/2026 

2. Anthony Ryan Dodrill    Expire 02/12/2025 

3. Tyler Jesse Pritchard   Expire 03/04/2026 

 
Commissioner   Lanora Wentz                                     
Commissioner   Robert Parker                                
Commissioner   Abigail Benjamin                                                
 
Motion Rylands/Sanders to accept the recommendations to interview the following three 
candidates: 
 
Marcus James Allen Miller 
Anthony Ryan Dodrill 
Tyler Jesse Pritchard 
 
Motion carried. 
 
 
 
There being no further business to be transacted, meeting was adjourned at 10:12 am.  
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                          ______________________________________________ 
 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ____________________________________________ 


