
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

Two public hearings and a regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council were held on Thursday, 
May 02, 2024, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in 
attendance (GTM – GoToMeeting):  
        
Mayor       Robbie Skinner        Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders   Present 
Council Member     Pam Bucklew   Present 
Council Member     David McCauley  Present 
Council Member     Jack Reger   Present 
Council Member     CJ Rylands   Present - GTM 
Council Member     David Thomas   Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins        Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill   Present 
Buckhannon Fire Department    Captain Linn Baxa  Present 
Buckhannon Police Department   Chief Matthew Gregory Present 
Director of Public Works    Jerry Arnold   Present 
Mayor’s Office      Barbara Hinkle   Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin   Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba   Present 
Record Delta      Noah Jeffries   Present 
 
Guests: Father Edward Tetteh, SVD, Deacon Rue Thompson; Catherine Norko, Gibson Library; Elizabeth 
Terry; John L. Weber, Rachel Weber; Sue McKisic, Chris Garrett, R.S., UCHD; Kathy McMurray, Mt. Cap of WV; 
Jalna Jones; Sue Smith, Edith Smith; Meredith Cottrell; Diana Thompson; Joseph Reed; Kristie Tenney, UCC; 
Joe Hughes, Lynx WV, INC, GTM; Virginia Carmona, Sal Carmona; Captain Brian Elmore, BFD; Doyle R. 
Cutright, Director: Upshur County Emergency Communications Center & Liaison Officer with WV Intelligence 
Fusion Center – GTM. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, May 02, 2024  

A. TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED ADOPTION ON THIRD AND FINAL 
READING OF THE FOLLOWING ENTITLED ORDINANCE NO. 467 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 390 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S 
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE FEES CHARGED TO RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE 
CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY, ESTABLISHING TIERED FEES, PROVIDING FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION AND USE OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF JULY 1, 2024  
 
B. TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED ADOPTION ON THIRD AND FINAL 
READING OF THE FOLLOWING ENTITLED ORDINANCE NO. 468 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 224 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S 
POLICE PROTECTION SERVICE FEES CHARGED TO RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE 
CORPORATE LIMITS, ESTABLISHING TIERED FEES, PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, 
COLLECTION AND USE OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024  
 
C.      Call to Order 
           C.1   Moment of Silence 
           C.2   Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
D.      Recognized Guests 
           D1  Kathy McMurray, Exe, Director Mountain CAP of WV, Inc- Proclamation Community Action Month 
           D.2 Holy Rosary Catholic Church- Proclamation Corpus Christi Day 
           D.3 Upshur-Buckhannon Health Dept. Sue Mckisic, RN, BSN & Chris Garrett, Registered Sanitarian 
           D.4  WVWC Student Senate Meredith Cottrell-Greetings & Campus News 
 
E.     Department & Board Reports 
          E.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
          E.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins 
          E.3 Fire Chief- JB Kimble 
          E.4 Police Chief- Matthew Gregory 
          E.5 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill 
 



F.     Correspondence & Information     
          F.1 Notice of Public Hearing & Proposed Adoption of Ord #467 Increasing City’s Fire Protection Fees 
          F.2 Notice of Public Hearing & Proposed Adoption of Ord # 468 Increasing City’s Police Protection Fees 
          F.3 Notice City Council Meeting Date of May 16, 2024 has been cancelled due to conflict with the WVSF  
          F.4 Notification to Residents/Businesses Located along the Parade Route & Lineup Staging Areas 
          F.5 Webb Grubb Police Officer Recognition Day -May 15, 2024 at 2pm at the Public Safety Complex 
          F.6 Friendly Way Firefighter Recognition Day- May 17, 2024 at 3pm at the Public Safety Complex 
          F.7 Notice Accepting Resumes for the Position of Director of Public Works for the City of Buckhannon 
          F.8 Notice of Special Meeting of the Planning Commission to discuss the request for the consideration to  
                 Amend Zoning Ordinance No. 244, Section 501 R-1, Single Family Residential District, the Permitted  
                 Uses to include Airbnb Rentals 
 
G.     Consent Agenda  
          G.1 Approval of Minutes-Regular meeting 04/18/24 
          G.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
          G.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 
             
H.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
           H.1 Approval Ordinance No. 467 Increasing the City’s Fire Protection Service Fees -3rd /Final Reading 
           H.2 Approval Ordinance No. 468 Increasing the City’s Police Protection Service Fees -3rd/Final Reading 
           H.3 Request Support from Health Department for Policy to Implement Environmental Fees for 
                   Permits & Services 
           H.4 Due to Holiday-Reschedule Council Meeting of June 20, 2024 to be held on Tuesday, June 18, 2024 
           H.5 Due to Holiday-Reschedule/Merge Council Meetings of July 4 & July 18, 2024 to be held on July 11,  
           H.6 Police Civil Service Commission Recommendation of Top 3 Candidates to Council for Consideration  
                  of Hiring & To Conduct Interviews for Position of Probationary Police Officer on May 21st  9AM 
           H.7 Memorandum of Understanding between UCECC & BPD re: Upshur County 911 Radio Project 
 
I.      Comments and Announcements 
           G.1 Pamela Bucklew 
           G.2 David McCauley 
           G.3 Jack Reger 
           G.4 David Thomas 
           G.6 CJ Rylands 
           G.7 Randall Sanders 
 
J.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements   
K.       Adjournment 
 
Posted 04/29/2024 

 
A.  Call to Order: At 7:00 pm, Mayor Robbie Skinner called to order a public hearing regarding the 
proposed adoption on the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 467 of the City of Buckhannon. 
This ordinance aims to amend Ordinance No. 390 of the City of Buckhannon by increasing the city’s 
fire protection service fees charged to residents and businesses within the city's corporate limits. It 
establishes tiered fees and provides for the administration, collection, and use of fees raised hereby. 
The effective date of this ordinance is set for July 1, 2024.  The Mayor read the following caption as 
a matter of record:  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 467 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 390 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE 
FEES CHARGED TO RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE 
CITY, ESTABLISHING TIERED FEES, PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION 
AND USE OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024   
 
Mayor Skinner asked if anyone wished to speak for or against proposed Ordinance No. 467.  There 
were none. 
 
McCauley/Bucklew motioned to close the public hearing regarding the proposed adoption of 
Ordinance No. 467 of the City of Buckhannon. The motion carried. 
 
B.  Call to Order: At 7:03 pm, Mayor Robbie Skinner called to order a public hearing regarding the 
proposed adoption on the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 468 of the City of Buckhannon.  
This ordinance aims to amend Ordinance No. 224 of the City of Buckhannon by increasing the city’s 
police protection service fees charged to residents and businesses within the corporate limits, 
establishing tiered fees, providing for the administration, collection, and use of fees raised hereby, 
and setting an effective date of July 1, 2024.  The Mayor read the following caption as a matter of 
record: 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 468 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 



NO. 224 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S POLICE PROTECTION 
SERVICE FEES CHARGED TO RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS, 
ESTABLISHING TIERED FEES, PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION AND USE 
OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024 
 
Mayor Skinner asked if anyone wished to speak for or against proposed Ordinance No. 468.  
Elizabeth Terry requested to speak.  Ms. Terry indicated that she would be in favor only if 
enforcement increased.  No others requested to speak. 
 
McCauley/Reger motioned to close the public hearing regarding the proposed adoption of 
Ordinance No. 468 of the City of Buckhannon. The motion carried. 
 
C.  Call to Order: At 7:08 pm, Mayor Robbie Skinner called the May 02, 2024, regular meeting of the 
Buckhannon City Council to order, followed by a moment of silence and pledge to the flag.  He then 
acknowledged the presence of Upshur County Commission member Kristie Tenney. 
 
D. Recognized Guests:  
D.1 Kathy McMurray, Executive Director Mountain CAP of WV, Inc.- Proclamation Community 
Action Month - Mayor Skinner recognized Kathy McMurray, Executive Director Mountain CAP of 
WV, Inc., who provided the Mountain CAP 2023 Annual Impact Report. 
 

     
 

 



Mayor Skinner then read and presented the proclamation acknowledging Community 
Action Month to Executive Director McMurray. 
 

 
 

Community Action 60th Anniversary and Community Action Month Proclamation 

WHEREAS, Community Action has made essential contributions across this Nation for 60 years, inspiring a 
spirit of hope, creating opportunities for millions of people to be a part of the American Dream, and 
improving communities; and 

WHEREAS, Community Action remains committed to a nation that creates opportunities for all people to 
thrive, builds strong, resilient communities, and ensures a more equitable society; and 

WHEREAS, Community Action is a robust state and local force connecting people to life-changing services 
and creating pathways to prosperity in 99% of all American counties; and 

WHEREAS, Community Action builds and promotes economic stability as an essential aspect of enabling and 
enhancing stronger communities and stable homes; and 

WHEREAS, Community Action strategies and innovative solutions evolve as the needs of individuals, families, 
and communities in cities, suburbs, and rural areas change; and 

WHEREAS, Community Action is experienced in advancing opportunities by coordinating federal state, local 
and private resources to achieve results for people and communities; and 

WHEREAS, Community Action insists on community participation and involvement ensuring that all sectors 
of the community have a voice and will be heard; and 

WHEREAS, Community Action is recognizing 60 years of innovation, impact, and providing proven results for 
Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert Neal Skinner, III, Mayor of the Buckhannon, WV do hereby proclaim May 2024 
as Community Action Month in recognition of the 59 years of dedication and results achieved by Mountain 
CAP of WV, Inc., a CDC. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Buckhannon, WV on this 2nd day of May, 2024.  

     Robert Neal Skinner, III, Mayor 
City of Buckhannon 

 
Mayor Skinner then read and presented the proclamation for the Buckhannon Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church recognizing Corpus Christi Day. 
 
                                                                                  PROCLAMATION 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon and Holy Rosary Catholic Church are united in promoting a deeply symbiotic 
relationship among the townspeople and parishioners; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parishioners of Holy Rosary Catholic Church are committed to living the Eucharist, the True 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the world; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Feast of Corpus Christi, also called Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, honors 
of the real presence of the body (corpus) of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist; and  



 
WHEREAS, the Feast of Corpus Christi will be observed on June 2, 2024, in the Holy Roman Catholic Church 
and particularly by Holy Rosary Church in Buckhannon; and   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert Neal Skinner III, Mayor of the City of Buckhannon, WV, do hereby declare 
June 2, 2024 as: 

 
The Feast of Corpus Christi Day 

 
in the City of Buckhannon and encourage all citizens to rejoice and celebrate with their friends and neighbors from Holy 
Rosary Church. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Buckhannon to be 
affixed this 2nd day of May, 2024. 

 

Robert Neal Skinner, III, Mayor 
City of Buckhannon 

 

Without objection, Mayor Skinner moved H.3 Request Support from Upshur-Buckhannon Health 
Department for Policy to Implement Environmental Fees for Permits & Services to the table and 
then acknowledged Sue McKisic and Chris Garrett, of the Upshur County Health Department.  Mrs. 
McKisic provided an overview of the requested City Council action, followed by further clarification 
by Mayor Skinner that this was simply an approval by the Council of the fees that the Upshur 
County Health Department charges. 
 

 
 



McCauley/Thomas motioned to approve the Policy to Implement Environmental Fees for 
Permits & Services by the Upshur County Health Department as presented.  Discussion took 
place. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Skinner recognized Meredith Cottrell, of West Virginia Wesleyan College (WVWC), who 
presented the following report regarding WVWC: 
 

 Greetings 
 The students and faculty are winding down the semester 
 Today was students' study day, which will end later tonight with a late-night breakfast 

served by faculty and staff 
 Friday begins the first day of Finals, ending on May 7th with undergraduates departing 
 Seniors will be kept busy: 

o Saturday, May 4th, WVWC will give the Seniors a SENIOR PROM at the Colonial Arts 
Center, catered by the Whistle Stop.  Our way of trying to treat them a little more 
special because they didn’t get a high school senior prom 

o Wednesday, May 8th, seniors will be treated to GRAD FEST at the 88 Pavilion 
o Friday, May 10th, we will have: 

 Graduate reception for Alderson-Broaddus graduates 
 Senior Brunch 
 School of Nursing Convocation 
 Education Department Reception 
 Multi-Cultural and First Generation Ceremony 
 Baccalaureate, with guest speaker, Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 
 Commencement will be held in Wesley Chapel at 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 

11th, with guest speaker Mark Phillips, President and CEO of Catholic 
Charities, West Virginia. 

 Then there is no rest, as we will host the WV Strawberry Festival Coronation the same 
evening. 

 We thank you for a great year of community support for our students and appreciate all 
that Buckhannon does for Wesleyan's students! 

 We wish you all a great summer!  I will see you in August!!! 
 
Mayor Skinner asked if any others wished to address the City Council.  There were none.   
 
Public comments were closed at 7:34 pm. 
 
E. Department & Board Reports 
E.1 Public Works Director - Jerry Arnold - Mayor Skinner noted that Jerry Arnold was not 
present but had provided the following report: 
 
Street: 
• We continue working on the City Park. We have hauled/placed about 1500 cubic yards of 
fill material. The pickleball courts are ready for paving. 
• Crews are repairing several sidewalks on S. Florida St. and the PSC's concrete apron and 
light pole. 
Sewer:  
• Crews continue to work on the Island Avenue Project. 
Waste:  
• Nothing new to report. 
Water: 
• Crews continue working on the Meade Street Waterline Project. 
Engineer: 

 ARPA—Tennerton Booster Station – Contract B is approximately 90% complete as work 
continues on the electrical installation phase of the project. The only electrical item remaining 
before the SCADA equipment is installed is the wiring of the existing generator to the new 
booster station building. After the SCADA system is installed, the booster station will be 
tested (mid-May) and run for an extended period (late June) to ensure it functions properly. 

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) – The City received notice that the 
Governor approved the Morton Avenue engineering and surveying design phase.  The value 
of this phase of the project is $75,000.00, with the City being responsible for $15,000.00 
(80/20 split).  The 2024-25 application period will be opening soon, and the City will 
resubmit the Route 20 North sidewalk project and prepare an application for the Main Street 
/ Route 20 intersection sidewalk improvement project between Main Street and Huffman 
Lane.  



 CRS – Submitted the necessary information required by CRS for the 2023-24 annual CRS 
report on April 29, 2024. Continuing to work on the 2024 Annual Floodplain Management 
Report that will be submitted for review by the City Council before making it available to the 
general public.  It should be noted that the Report will be submitted to the City Council for 
review and approval sometime in June 2024. 

 
E.2 Finance Director - Amberle Jenkins – Mayor Skinner recognized Amberle Jenkins, who 
provided the following reports: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 
E.3 Fire Chief – JB Kimble – Mayor Skinner recognized BFD Captain Linn Baxa, who provided the 
following report on behalf of Chief Kimble: 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



  
 
 
E.4 Police Chief – Matthew Gregory – Mayor Skinner recognized BPD Chief Matthew Gregory, who 
provided the following report; 
 

 
 
Without objection, H.7 Memorandum of Understanding between UCECC & BPD re: Upshur 
County 911 Radio Project to the table.  Chief Gregory provided an overview of the MOU.  
Participating in the discussion was Doyle R. Cutright, Director of the Upshur County Emergency 
Communications Center & Liaison Officer with WV Intelligence Fusion Center, attending via GTM, 
and Joe Hughes of Lynx WV, INC, via GTM, Amberle Jenkins, Recorder Randy Sanders, Mayor Robbie 
Skinner, Council members David McCauley and Pam Bucklew, all of the COB.  An extensive 
discussion took place. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



Sanders/McCauley motioned to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between UCECC 
& BPD re: Upshur County 911 Radio Project, pending a positive outcome of further 
discussions regarding equipment placement.  The motion carried. 
 
E.5 City Attorney—Tom O’Neill: The City Attorney deferred his remarks to the meeting's Strategic 
Issues for Discussion and/or Vote portion of the meeting. 
 
F. Correspondence & Information: – The Mayor reviewed the following with the Council: 
F.1 Notice of Public Hearing & Proposed Adoption of Ordinance No. 467 Increasing City’s Fire 
Protection Fees 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BUCKHANNON AND OF PROPOSED ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 467 

BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
 

 
 Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 4(a)(2) of the West Virginia Code, notice is hereby given to all of 

the residents of the City of Buckhannon that the Council of the City of Buckhannon proposes the third (3rd) reading, 

passage, and adoption of Ordinance No. 467 of the City of Buckhannon, the subject matter and general title, and 

abstract of which more particularly appear in said Ordinance as: 

ORDINANCE NO. 467 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 390 OF 
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE FEES CHARGED TO 
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY, ESTABLISHING TIERED 
FEES, PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION AND USE OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND 

SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon beginning March 21, 1966 through the enactment of 

Ordinances No. 137, 222, 225, and 390 has provided for the imposition and collection of fees for the City’s Fire 

Department providing fire protection services throughout Buckhannon’s corporate limits; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon is specifically authorized pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 

13(a) of the West Virginia Code, as amended, to provide emergency fire service protection within the corporate limits 

of the City of Buckhannon and to impose by ordinance upon the users of the service such reasonable rates, fees, and 

charges to be collected in the manner specified by ordinance; and,  

WHEREAS, the Council heretofore now desires to enact this Ordinance to increase the fees so charged, in 

light of the increased costs associated with providing fire protection services since the last time the Council 

considered this issue. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I – TITLE OF ORDINANCE:  This Ordinance shall be known as the City of Buckhannon’s Fire 

Protection Service Fee Ordinance. 

 ARTICLE II - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the following 

findings:  

  (A) The City of Buckhannon has operated a municipal fire department for many decades, however, 

the City Council has not increased its fire protection service fees in Buckhannon since July 1, 2015. 

  (B) The City’s costs and expenses in providing the reasonable and necessary personnel, training, 

vehicles, and equipment to offer fire protection service for the community have increased substantially since that 

time. 



  (C) Previously, and at all times since July 1, 2015, the City’s fire protection service fees have been 

established on a flat rate basis for all residential properties, and on a revenue generated basis for commercial 

properties. 

  (D) The City Council now believes that the continuation of the flat rate fire service protection fee 

approach for all residential properties, and on the revenue generated approach for commercial properties continues 

to be the fairest and most equitable to the residents and businesses of the City of Buckhannon versus any other fee 

model. 

  (E) The express purpose and intention of this ordinance is to substantially increase the total 

revenues realized by the City of Buckhannon for providing fire protection services within the corporate limits. 

 ARTICLE III – DEFINITIONS: 

 For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning respectively designated unless it 

is clear from the context that a different meaning is intended: 

  (A) “Residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the nature 

of its construction to be used as a single-family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, but shall not 

include unit structures intended primarily for transient lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes 

and hospital rooms. 

  (B) “Dual residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the 

nature of its construction to be used as a two (separate) family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, and 

having only two units within such structure, but shall not include unit structures intended primarily for transient 

lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes and hospital rooms.  Such structure shall include but 

not be limited to duplexes. 

  (C) “Multiple-family residential unit structure” means a residential unit structure having more than 

two family dwellings or units within such structure.  Such structure shall include but not be limited to apartment 

buildings, condominiums, townhouses or boarding houses.  Such structure shall exclude hotels, motels, tourist 

homes, etc. 

     (D) “Nonresidential unit structure”.  All other buildings not included within the definitions of 

“residential unit structure”.  Such structures shall include, but not be limited to all commercial establishments, schools, 

government buildings, etc.  If a structure has multiple uses such as residential and commercial, it will be classified as 

a non-residential unit. 

     (E) “Director of Finance” means the duly appointed Buckhannon Director of Finance and 

Administration. 

     (F) “Owner” means the owner of record of any lot, tract, or parcel of real estate within the City of 

Buckhannon, as evidenced by the records maintained in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, but may also include the grantee or transferee of any interest in any real estate situated within 

the City by unrecorded deed, or by an owner-financed sale evidenced by written agreement, such as a “land 

contract”, provided that the parties to any such transaction are required to mutually and timely notify the Director of 

Finance as to which party to any such transaction shall be responsible for payment of any fire service fees due and 



payable pursuant to this Ordinance.  In absence of any such agreement, the owner of record pursuant to the County 

Clerk’s records shall be responsible for payment of the fees and charges established by this Ordinance. 

    (G) “Buckhannon City Fire Department” means the paid Fire Department of the City of Buckhannon 

and all firefighters serving as volunteers within said Department. 

 ARTICLE IV – FEE RATES:  The City’s Fire Protection Service Fees shall be charged as follows: 

  (A) RESIDENTAL BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES: 

(1) A Fire Protection Fee of $7.50 per month shall be charged against each dwelling 

house, mobile home, and apartment in the City of Buckhannon, whether occupied or not. 

(2) For purposes of this Ordinance, any separate garage, outbuilding, or other structure 

used as part of any dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and not separately occupied or used by persons 

other than those occupying the primary dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment shall be considered as part of the 

dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and shall not subject to any additional charges hereunder. 

   (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

fraternity house, sorority house, dormitory, rooming house, hospital, nursing home, or rest home purposes, then a flat 

monthly fee of $50.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, and each separate building or other structure 

then shall be charged with the flat monthly fee, whether occupied or not. 

 (B) COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND ALL OTHER NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 

AND STRUCTURES: 

 
  (1) A monthly fee based upon annual, gross receipts shall be levied against each occupied office or 

other business or commercial facility used for business or commercial purposes and against each occupied building 

or part of an occupied building used solely for one business or commercial purpose, with the fee being determined as 

follows: 

  ANNUAL GROSS RECEIPTS   MONTHLY FIRE FEE 

 $50,000 and less       $13.00 

 $50,001 to $150,000      $19.00 

 $150,001 to $250,000      $25.00 

 $250,001 to $500,000      $38.00 

 $500,001 to $1,000,000      $63.00 

 $1,000,001 to $2,500,000      $88.00 

 $2,500,001 and more      $188.00 

  (2) If any commercial building or other structure is or becomes unoccupied, vacant, or abandoned, 

a flat monthly fee of $15.00 is assessed against and shall be charged to the property owner of record. 

  (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

religious, charitable, educational, governmental, or other non-profit purposes, other than those buildings or structures 

identified in Article IV(A)(3) above, then a flat monthly fee of $10.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, 

and each separate building or other structure shall be charged with the flat monthly fee. 

 (4) For purposes of this Ordinance, the fees imposed by this Ordinance specifically include any 

hospital, nursing home, motel, hotel, religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit organization. 



  (5) The owner of any commercial, industrial, or other non-residential building or structure situated in 

the City of Buckhannon with a state certified sprinkler system shall receive a monthly twenty-five percent (25%) discount on 

the charges for the commercial, industrial, or other non-residential building or structure.  The burden shall be upon the owner 

of any commercial, industrial, or other non-residential building or structure to provide documented certification that such 

building or structure is equipped with a state certified sprinkler system, and until such time as  documentation is provided, 

such building or structure shall not be deemed eligible for the twenty-five percent (25%) discount.  

ARTICLE V – MISCELLANEOUS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS: 

  (A) The service of fire protection shall be continued, maintained and improved by the City of 

Buckhannon Fire Department and City of Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department, in part, at the charge and expense 

of the owners of all residential dwellings and non-residential dwellings included but not limited to commercial and 

industrial businesses, hospital, nursing home, religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit 

organizations within the City of Buckhannon which said owners are declared to be users and beneficiaries of such fire 

protection services. The Fire Protection Service Fee with respect of such users and beneficiaries shall be imposed, 

assessed and collected as set out in this Ordinance by the City of Buckhannon. 

  (B) All fees and charges for fire protection services shall be billed and collected by the Treasurer 

and shall not be pro-rated for less than thirty days.  

  (C) Charges for the fire protection service shall be billed on a monthly basis as determined and in 

accordance by the utility billing cycle for each individual property owner or alternatively, the other utility user. 

  (D) All revenues collected for the collection of the Fire Protection Service Fee shall be dedicated 

exclusively by the City to defray the cost of the continuance, maintenance, or improvement of fire protection within the 

City of Buckhannon, and no part of such revenue shall be used for any other purpose whatsoever.  

     (E) The fees or charges provided for by this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a debt due to the 

City.  The City may collect any such fee or charge and all accrued penalties by action against the owner of property 

against whom the service charges have been assessed by action instituted before the Magistrate Court or Circuit 

Court of Upshur County, West Virginia. 

  (F) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or owners of all buildings and structures within the City 

to notify the Director of Finance of any change in ownership and other items requested by the Director of Finance 

within thirty (30) days of such change. 

  (G) OWNER PROTESTS:  The owner of any such building above aggrieved by a charge or fee for 

fire protection service may protest the same by giving written notice to the Director of Finance or designee thereof 

setting forth their objections on or before thirty (30) days after the billing date.  The Director of Finance shall render a 

decision within a reasonable time, giving notice in writing of the decision to all parties concerned.  The amount, if any 

due the City under such decisions shall be due and payable thirty (30) days after service of the decision.  Any person 

aggrieved by such administrative decision may within thirty (30) days from service of the decision file a petition duly 

verified with the Circuit Court of Upshur County, West Virginia, requesting review by certiorari, but otherwise, such 

decision shall be deemed to be final and conclusive. 

  (H) ADMINISTRATION: 

   (1) The Director of Finance or the Director of Finance’s duly authorized representative is 

hereby empowered to make such rules and regulations not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance relative to 

the offering and providing of fire protection services as are necessary to protect the property or the safety or health of 

the public, and no persons shall fail to comply with any such rule and regulation so promulgated. 



      (2) The Director of Finance shall administer all sections of this Ordinance dealing with 

financing, billing, collection, etc. 

      (3) The Director of Finance is hereby authorized to adjust, settle or cancel any charge or 

fee required or made under this Ordinance or any controversy which may arise in the administration of this 

article.  However, such exercise of authority by the Director of Finance shall be in a uniform manner, and not 

exercised in an arbitrary or capricious manner and a written or electronic record shall be kept of any and all such 

adjustments, settlements or cancellations. 

 ARTICLE VI - Penalty for Non-Payment of Fire Protection Service Fee: 

  (A) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to pay the Fire Protection Service Fee provided for 

herein. It shall be each user’s responsibility to pay any and all reasonable court costs and fees, for the collection of 

delinquent accounts.  

  (B) Delinquent Charges Penalty.  Any charge for service remaining unpaid after the billing date of 

the utility bill shall be deemed delinquent and a late payment penalty of ten percent (10%) of the unpaid charge for 

that billing shall be assessed. In the event that any such delinquent charge remains unpaid for a reasonable period of 

time not exceeding six months, the delinquent fee shall be pursued through a civil action instituted before either the 

Upshur County Magistrate Court or Circuit Court as may be appropriate under the circumstances.  

  (C) Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code as amended, and to 

facilitate collection of any unpaid and delinquent fire protection service fees due under this Ordinance, the City of 

Buckhannon shall be hereby authorized to file a lien in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, upon real property after providing written notice to the property owner, return receipt 

requested, that the City intends to file the lien unless the delinquency is paid by a specified date set forth in the 

notice, and which lien shall be filed not less than ninety (90) days from the date the notice is mailed by the City. The 

property owner shall have the right to appeal the City’s notice to the Upshur County Circuit Court, which appeal must 

be filed before the date provided for in the notice.  

 (D) Any person whomsoever who fraudulently files information required pursuant to this Ordinance, for 

which no other penalty is provided, shall upon conviction in the City of Buckhannon Municipal Court be guilty of a 

misdemeanor offense, and shall be fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500). 

 ARTICLE VII - SEVERABILITY:  In the event that any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect 

the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof that are not specifically determined to be 

unconstitutional or invalid. 

 ARTICLE VIII - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective beginning July 1, 2024. 

FIRST READING:   April 4, 2024 

SECOND READING  April 18, 2024 

THIRD READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:    May 2, 2024 
 
 

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 



 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 467 was lawfully 

ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said Council assembled on 

May 2, 2024. 
 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    
 

 
  The Council of the City of Buckhannon proposes the third (3rd) reading, passage and adoption of Ordinance 

No. 467 at the regularly scheduled City Council meeting to be held on Thursday, May 2, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. o’clock, at 

Buckhannon’s City Hall located at 70 East Main Street in Buckhannon, Upshur County, West Virginia.  A reasonable 

number of copies of the proposed Ordinance No. 467 are on file at City Hall.  Ordinance No. 467 may be inspected 

by any member of the public during the regular business hours of City Hall.   

 All interested persons may appear at the May 2, 2024 meeting and be heard with respect to the City 

Council’s proposed adoption of Ordinance No. 467. 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder 
 

RD Publish dates 04/10/24, 04/17/24  
 

F.2 Notice of Public Hearing & Proposed Adoption of Ordinance No. 468 Increasing 
City’s Police Protection Fees 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BUCKHANNON AND OF PROPOSED ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 468 

BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
 
 Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 4(a)(2) of the West Virginia Code, notice is hereby given to all of 

the residents of the City of Buckhannon that the Council of the City of Buckhannon proposes the third (3rd) reading, 

passage, and adoption of Ordinance No. 468 of the City of Buckhannon, the subject matter and general title, and 

abstract of which more particularly appear in said Ordinance as:  

ORDINANCE NO. 468 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 224 OF 
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S POLICE PROTECTION SERVICE FEES CHARGED TO 

RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS, ESTABLISHING TIERED FEES, 
PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION AND USE OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND SETTING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon beginning April 1, 1983 through the enactment of 

Ordinances Nos. 221 and 224 has provided for the imposition and collection of fees for the City’s Police Department 

providing police protection services throughout Buckhannon’s corporate limits; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon is specifically authorized pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 

13(a) of the West Virginia Code, as amended, to provide emergency police service protection within the corporate 

limits of the City of Buckhannon and to impose by ordinance upon the users of the service such reasonable rates, 

fees, and charges to be collected in the manner specified by ordinance; and,  

WHEREAS, the Council heretofore now desires to enact this Ordinance to increase the fees so charged, in 

light of the increased costs associated with providing police protection services since the last time the Council 

considered this issue. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I – TITLE OF ORDINANCE:  This Ordinance shall be known as the City of Buckhannon’s Police 

Protection Service Fee Ordinance. 



 ARTICLE II - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the following 

findings:  

  (A) The City of Buckhannon has operated a municipal police department for many decades, 

however, the City Council has not increased its police protection service fees in Buckhannon since April 1, 1983. 

  (B) The City’s costs and expenses in providing the reasonable and necessary personnel, training, 

vehicles, and equipment to offer police protection service for the community have increased substantially since that 

time. 

  (C) Previously, and at all times since April 1, 1983, the City’s police protection service fees have 

been established on a flat rate basis for all residential properties, and on a revenue generated basis for commercial 

properties. 

  (D) The City Council now believes that the continuation of the flat rate police service protection fee 

approach for all residential properties, and on the revenue generated approach for commercial properties continues 

to be the fairest and most equitable to the residents and businesses of the City of Buckhannon versus any other fee 

model. 

  (E) The express purpose and intention of this ordinance is to substantially increase the total 

revenues realized by the City of Buckhannon for providing police protection services within the corporate limits. 

 ARTICLE III – DEFINITIONS: 

 For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning respectively designated unless it 

is clear from the context that a different meaning is intended: 

  (A) “Residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the nature 

of its construction to be used as a single-family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, but shall not 

include unit structures intended primarily for transient lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes 

and hospital rooms. 

  (B) “Dual residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the 

nature of its construction to be used as a two (separate) family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, and 

having only two units within such structure, but shall not include unit structures intended primarily for transient 

lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes and hospital rooms.  Such structure shall include but 

not be limited to duplexes. 

  (C) “Multiple-family residential unit structure” means a residential unit structure having more than 

two family dwellings or units within such structure.  Such structure shall include but not be limited to apartment 

buildings, condominiums, townhouses or boarding houses.  Such structure shall exclude hotels, motels, tourist 

homes, etc. 

     (D) “Nonresidential unit structure”.  All other buildings not included within the definitions of 

“residential unit structure”.  Such structures shall include, but not be limited to all commercial establishments, schools, 

government buildings, etc.  If a structure has multiple uses such as residential and commercial, it will be classified as 

a non-residential unit. 



     (E) “Director of Finance” means the duly appointed Buckhannon Director of Finance and 

Administration. 

     (F) “Owner” means the owner of record of any lot, tract, or parcel of real estate within the City of 

Buckhannon, as evidenced by the records maintained in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, but may also include the grantee or transferee of any interest in any real estate situated within 

the City by unrecorded deed, or by an owner-financed sale evidenced by written agreement, such as a “land 

contract”, provided that the parties to any such transaction are required to mutually and timely notify the Director of 

Finance as to which party to any such transaction shall be responsible for payment of any police service fees due and 

payable pursuant to this Ordinance.  In absence of any such agreement, the owner of record pursuant to the County 

Clerk’s records shall be responsible for payment of the fees and charges established by this Ordinance. 

    (G) “Buckhannon City Police Department” means the paid Police Department of the City of 

Buckhannon. 

 ARTICLE IV – FEE RATES:  The City’s Police Protection Service Fees shall be charged as follows: 

  (A) RESIDENTAL BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES: 

(1) A Police Protection Fee of $5.00 per month shall be charged against each dwelling 

house, mobile home, and apartment in the City of Buckhannon, whether occupied or not. 

(2) For purposes of this Ordinance, any separate garage, outbuilding, or other structure 

used as part of any dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and not separately occupied or used by persons 

other than those occupying the primary dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment shall be considered as part of the 

dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and shall not subject to any additional charges hereunder. 

   (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

fraternity house, sorority house, dormitory, rooming house, hospital, nursing home, or rest home purposes, then a flat 

monthly fee of $50.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, and each separate building or other structure 

then shall be charged with the flat monthly fee, whether occupied or not. 

 (B) COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND ALL OTHER NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 

AND STRUCTURES: 

 
  (1) A monthly fee based upon annual, gross receipts shall be levied against each occupied office or 

other business or commercial facility used for business or commercial purposes and against each occupied building 

or part of an occupied building used solely for one business or commercial purpose, with the fee being determined as 

follows: 

  ANNUAL GROSS RECEIPTS   MONTHLY POLICE FEE 

 $50,000 and less           $8.00 

 $50,001 to $150,000        $16.00 

 $150,001 to $250,000        $20.00 

 $250,001 to $500,000        $30.00 

 $500,001 to $1,000,000        $40.00 

 $1,000,001 to $2,500,000        $50.00 



 $2,500,001 and more      $167.00 

  (2) If any commercial building or other structure is or becomes unoccupied, vacant, or abandoned, 

a flat monthly fee of $15.00 is assessed against and shall be charged to the property owner of record. 

  (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

religious, charitable, educational, governmental, or other non-profit purposes, other than those buildings or structures 

identified in Article IV(A)(3) above, then a flat monthly fee of $10.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, 

and each separate building or other structure shall be charged with the flat monthly fee. 

 (4) For purposes of this Ordinance, the fees imposed by this Ordinance specifically include any 

hospital, nursing home, motel, hotel, religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit organization. 

ARTICLE V – MISCELLANEOUS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS: 

  (A) The service of police protection shall be continued, maintained and improved by the City of 

Buckhannon Police Department, in part, at the charge and expense of the owners of all residential dwellings and non-

residential dwellings included but not limited to commercial and industrial businesses, hospital, nursing home, 

religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit organizations within the City of Buckhannon which said 

owners are declared to be users and beneficiaries of such police protection services. The Police Protection Service 

Fee with respect of such users and beneficiaries shall be imposed, assessed and collected as set out in this 

Ordinance by the City of Buckhannon. 

  (B) All fees and charges for police protection services shall be billed and collected by the Treasurer 

and shall not be pro-rated for less than thirty days.  

  (C) Charges for the police protection service shall be billed on a monthly basis as determined and 

in accordance by the utility billing cycle for each individual property owner or alternatively, the other utility user. 

  (D) All revenues collected for the collection of the Police Protection Service Fee shall be dedicated 

exclusively by the City to defray the cost of the continuance, maintenance, or improvement of police protection within 

the City of Buckhannon, and no part of such revenue shall be used for any other purpose whatsoever.  

     (E) The fees or charges provided for by this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a debt due to the 

City.  The City may collect any such fee or charge and all accrued penalties by action against the owner of property 

against whom the service charges have been assessed by action instituted before the Magistrate Court or Circuit 

Court of Upshur County, West Virginia. 

  (F) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or owners of all buildings and structures within the City 

to notify the Director of Finance of any change in ownership and other items requested by the Director of Finance 

within thirty (30) days of such change. 

  (G) OWNER PROTESTS:  The owner of any such building above aggrieved by a charge or fee for 

police protection service may protest the same by giving written notice to the Director of Finance or designee thereof 

setting forth their objections on or before thirty (30) days after the billing date.  The Director of Finance shall render a 

decision within a reasonable time, giving notice in writing of the decision to all parties concerned.  The amount, if any 

due the City under such decisions shall be due and payable thirty (30) days after service of the decision.  Any person 

aggrieved by such administrative decision may within thirty (30) days from service of the decision file a petition duly 

verified with the Circuit Court of Upshur County, West Virginia, requesting review by certiorari, but otherwise, such 

decision shall be deemed to be final and conclusive. 

  (H) ADMINISTRATION: 



   (1) The Director of Finance or the Director of Finance’s duly authorized representative is 

hereby empowered to make such rules and regulations not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance relative to 

the offering and providing of police protection services as are necessary to protect the property or the safety or health 

of the public, and no persons shall fail to comply with any such rule and regulation so promulgated. 

      (2) The Director of Finance shall administer all sections of this Ordinance dealing with 

financing, billing, collection, etc. 

      (3) The Director of Finance is hereby authorized to adjust, settle or cancel any charge or 

fee required or made under this Ordinance or any controversy which may arise in the administration of this 

article.  However, such exercise of authority by the Director of Finance shall be in a uniform manner, and not 

exercised in an arbitrary or capricious manner and a written or electronic record shall be kept of any and all such 

adjustments, settlements or cancellations. 

 ARTICLE VI - Penalty for Non-Payment of Police Protection Service Fee: 

  (A) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to pay the Police Protection Service Fee provided 

for herein. It shall be each user’s responsibility to pay any and all reasonable court costs and fees, for the collection 

of delinquent accounts.  

  (B) Delinquent Charges Penalty.  Any charge for service remaining unpaid after the billing date of 

the utility bill shall be deemed delinquent and a late payment penalty of ten percent (10%) of the unpaid charge for 

that billing shall be assessed. In the event that any such delinquent charge remains unpaid for a reasonable period of 

time not exceeding six months, the delinquent fee shall be pursued through a civil action instituted before either the 

Upshur County Magistrate Court or Circuit Court as may be appropriate under the circumstances.  

  (C) Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code as amended, and to 

facilitate collection of any unpaid and delinquent police protection service fees due under this Ordinance, the City of 

Buckhannon shall be hereby authorized to file a lien in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, upon real property after providing written notice to the property owner, return receipt 

requested, that the City intends to file the lien unless the delinquency is paid by a specified date set forth in the 

notice, and which lien shall be filed not less than ninety (90) days from the date the notice is mailed by the City. The 

property owner shall have the right to appeal the City’s notice to the Upshur County Circuit Court, which appeal must 

be filed before the date provided for in the notice.  

 (D) Any person whomsoever who fraudulently files information required pursuant to this Ordinance, for 

which no other penalty is provided, shall upon conviction in the City of Buckhannon Municipal Court be guilty of a 

misdemeanor offense, and shall be fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500). 

 ARTICLE VII - SEVERABILITY:  In the event that any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect 

the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof that are not specifically determined to be 

unconstitutional or invalid. 

 ARTICLE VIII - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective beginning July 1, 2024. 

FIRST READING:   April 4, 2024 

SECOND READING  April 18, 2024 



THIRD READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:    May 2, 2024 
 

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 468 was lawfully 

ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said Council assembled on 

May 2, 2024. 
 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    
 
 

 The Council of the City of Buckhannon proposes the third (3rd) reading, passage and adoption of Ordinance 

No. 468 at the regularly scheduled City Council meeting to be held on Thursday, May 2, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. o’clock, at 

Buckhannon’s City Hall located at 70 East Main Street in Buckhannon, Upshur County, West Virginia.  A reasonable 

number of copies of the proposed Ordinance No. 468 are on file at City Hall.  Ordinance No. 468 may be inspected 

by any member of the public during the regular business hours of City Hall.   

 All interested persons may appear at the May 2, 2024 meeting and be heard with respect to the City 

Council’s proposed adoption of Ordinance No. 468. 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder 
 

RD Publish date 04/10/24, 04/17/24 

 
F.3 Notice City Council Meeting Date of May 16, 2024, has been canceled due to conflict with 
the WVSF Events 
F.4 Notification to Residents/Businesses Located along the Parade Route & Lineup Staging 
Areas 
 
IMPOR TANT MESSAGE REGARDING 
WVSF PARADE ROUTE 
INFORMATION BUCKHANNON WV 
To: Buckhannon Residents or Businesses; primarily located along the WVSF Parade Route and line-up 
staging areas 
From: Buckhannon Police Department and Upshur County Dept of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Management 
We want to keep all participants safe and inform local residents living in these areas what will be 
occurring during specific times. As a courtesy, since you may be located on one of these streets, we 
wanted to share this information with you in advance so you can plan accordingly. 
 
The parades for the WV Strawberry Festival will occur as follows: 
WV Strawberry Festival - Junior Royalty Parade - Thursday, May 16, 2024 
WV Strawberry Festival - Firemen's Parade - Friday, May 17, 2024 
WV Strawberry Festival - Grand Feature Parade - Saturday, May 18, 2024 
 
Maps included indicate: 
• Staging and line-up of participants in Blue. Absolutely no local vehicular traffic permitted. 
• Parade route in Pink- No Parking, Vehicles will be towed at owners expense. 
• Detour route around the line-up area is in Orange. 
• Firemen's Parade line-up/staging streets in Green 
Note that the Orange perimeter indicates this as a Detour Route for traffic to navigate around the Blue 
lineup area. 
Note that the Pink is the Parade Route and signs will be posted for NO PARKING. Any vehicles parked on 
the Pink parade route, at times indicated below, and on posted signs WILL BE TOWED AT OWNERS 
EXPENSE. 
Note that the Blue staging area will be where participants in the parade will line-up. NO TR AFFIC will be 
permitted while participants are lined up on the streets. 
Note that the Green is the staging streets for the Firemen's Parade Only. 
Note that XXXXXX is No Parking on E Lincoln St. 



The parade route will extend past the Charles W Gibson Library. 
Below is a more detail list of times, dates and areas that will be used by each event: 
 
Junior Royalty Parade - Thursday, May 16, 2024 - 
Line-up and staging will begin at 5:30 pm. ALL streets in blue, orange and pink on the attached map will 
be used in both the Junior Royalty Parade and Grand Feature Parade. No traffic will be permitted in the 
Blue staging/line-up streets. No Parking on Parade Route (pink path) beginning at 5:30 pm. Vehicles will 
be towed at owner's expense. Parade will begin at 6:30 pm. 
Firemen's Parade - Friday, May 17, 2024 - 
Line-up and staging will begin at 5:00 pm. The participants use all of College Avenue from South 
Kanawha Street to Lumber Street and all of Tucker Street from South Kanawha Street to S Florida Street. 
No traffic will be permitted in the staging/lineup streets. No Parking on the Parade Route (pink path) 
beginning 5:00 pm. Vehicles will be towed at owner 's expense. Parade will begin at 6:30 pm. 
Grand Feature Parade - Saturday, May 18, 2024- 
Line-up and staging will begin at 10:00 am. ALL streets in blue, orange and pink on the attached map will 
be used. No traffic will be permitted in the Blue staging/line-up streets. 
No Parking on Parade Route (pink path) will begin at 10:00 am. Vehicles will be towed at owner 's 
expense. A mile long Strawberry Run begins at 12:00 pm to be followed by Antique Cars, to be followed 
by the Grand Feature Parade at 1:00 pm. 
East Lincoln Street - No parking - May 16, 17, 18, 19, 2024- 
No on-street parking will be permitted along East Lincoln Street from May 16 to 19, 2024. This street 
needs to remain clear of parked vehicles as it is will be used by emergency vehicles when necessary. 
Vehicles will be towed at 
owners' expense. 
 

 
 



Advisory: No parking on Main St during parades May 16-18. No parking on Main St (Locust-Florida) 
after parades. No parking on E Lincoln May 16-19. 

By order of the CIty of Buckhannon: 

 The will be no parking on Main Street during the parades to be held on May 16, 17, and 18. 
 There will be no parking on Main Street between Locust and Florida Streets after 

the parades until midnight each night. 
 There will be no parking on East Lincoln Street at any time from May 16 through May 19. 

Any violators will be towed at the owner's expense. 
 
 
During the WV Strawberry Festival week (May 12th - 18th), the Festival has received permission for the 
use of the following parking areas: 
 NO PARKING beginning May 11th through 19th in the following parking lots: • Lot 2- Across from the 
Post Office on Spring Street • Lot 7 - Across from the Post Office where Pavilions are located at Jawbone 
Park NO PARKING beginning May 11th through May 19th in: • Lot 6 off of Madison Street • The Old 
Bank Lot off of Madison Street The carnival will begin setting up in the property off of Madison Street 
May 11th. Parking is available in Lot 1 (off of S Kanawha St across from Kanawha Lounge) and Lot 3 (off 
of North Spring Street). Two-hour parking is available on Main Street and sides streets off of Main 
Street. We are sorry for this temporary inconvenience. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact City Hall 304-472-1651. There will be NO PARKING on Main Street during the following parades: 
\NI/ Strawberry Festival - Junior Royalty Parade - Thursday, May 16, 2024 - 5:30 PM \NI/ Strawberry 
Festival - Firemen's Parade - Friday, May 17, 2024- 5:00 PM \NI/ Strawberry Festival - Grand Feature 
Parade- Saturday, May 18, 2024 - 10:00 AM There will be NO PARKING on E Lincoln St May 16 to 19, 
2024 **Please note that any vehicles parked on the parade route at the times indicated above WILL BE 
TOWED AT OWNER'S EXPENSE. During the upcoming WV Strawberry Festival and parades, please 
remember to safely arrange chairs for parade viewing, being mindful to allow room for pedestrians to 
travel the parade route as well. Please do not use ropes, twine, tape, etc, to tether chairs, as this creates 
a tripping hazard. Thank you for helping us create a fun and safe WV Strawberry Festival experience for 
all!  
 
F.5 Webb Grubb Police Officer Recognition Day -May 15, 2024, at 2:00 pm at the Public Safety 
Complex 
F.6 Friendly Way Firefighter Recognition Day- May 17, 2024, at 3:00 pm at the Public Safety 
Complex 
F.7 Notice Accepting Resumes for the Position of Director of Public Works for the City of 
Buckhannon 
 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 
Resumes will be accepted until May 17, 2024 for the position of Director of Public Works for the City of 
Buckhannon, 70 E Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201. 
The Director of Public Works supervises the maintenance, design and construction of all City of 
Buckhannon properties, including buildings, parks, grounds, solid waste facilities, and the water/sewer 
utilities. The Director will oversee the activities of employees within the departmental structure including 
engineering, public utilities, and facilities management. This position must exercise tact and courtesy 
when interacting with public officials, developers, contractors, and the general public.  This position will 
report to the City of Buckhannon City Council.  

 Trained and experienced in both oral and written communications, the Director of Public Works 
shall serve as the primary point of contact with the Council of the City of Buckhannon respecting 
all identified functions involving all municipal utility functions, municipal buildings and other 
improvements, oversight of the City’s streets, alleys, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, storm sewers, 
parks and river trail, cemetery, and such other functions and projects as are specifically 
designated by the City Council.     

 
 The Director shall work closely in collaboration with the City Director of Finance & Administration, 

and all supervisors of the City’s Utility Boards as well as the City’s engineers and attorney.  The 
Director oversees and manages the work of all Utility Board supervisors, while coordinating 
collaborative, inter-utility functions and projects.  

 
 The Director collaborating with appropriate Utility Board supervisors shall be one of the primary 

contact persons for utility functions, who shall be expected to regularly solicit opportunities to 
positively present the mission, vision, accomplishments and/or needs of the City.  The Director 
shall collaborate with the Public Relations Coordinator to maximize public awareness of all utility 
activities and programs.   

 



 The Director shall regularly attend and actively participate bi-monthly Buckhannon City Council 
meetings as well as the monthly meetings of the City’s four Utility Boards, and shall further 
periodically attend and report to other appropriate entities and organizations about the 
accomplishments and efforts of the City, as well as schedule regular supervisor’s meetings that 
will help to instill a “team member” philosophy. 

 
 The Director shall assist all Utility Board supervisors in proposing an annual fiscal year budget to 

be submitted to the City’s Director of Finance and Administration on or about February 1 of each 
year, and shall work closely with Director of Finance and Administration to realize funding for 
programs and activities of the departments of oversight. 

 
 The Director shall serve as the primary point of contact with outside organizations and persons 

soliciting some use of the City’s utility board facilities and/or equipment for purposes not 
conflicting with the City’s mission, and shall request the approval of such outside uses not 
conflicting with municipal programs with the City Council.   

 
 The Director shall be very familiar with the physical plants; municipal buildings and all other City 

facilities and equipment.   
 

 The Director shall collaborate with the Utility Board supervisors to identify building, facility, and 
equipment needs, and respective departments’ needs and including individual activity and 
program review.  
 

 The Director shall report and advise on requests to City Council and/or City Utility Boards, of any 
and all needs for any scheduled or extraordinary repairs or maintenance or improvements to 
municipal buildings, facilities, and/or equipment as well as capital purchase requests of new 
equipment.  

 
 The Director shall conduct Annual Evaluations of all Utility Board supervisors, city engineers, and 

other personnel assigned to the Director’s oversight, and shall make recommendations when 
appropriate for merit pay increases.  

 
 The Director shall oversee the administration of street addressing, and ADA compliance 

delegating functional responsibility for such municipal matters to city engineers and others as 
appropriate.  

 
 The Director shall possess a CDL driver license and have knowledge and experience with 

construction projects and the operation of construction equipment 
 This is a full-time position with benefits that include Health Insurance, participation in the WV 

Public Employees Retirement System, vacation and sick leave. 

Salary starting at $60,000 annually, or commensurate with candidate experience and qualifications levels. 
Candidates must have a minimum of three (3) years’ experience in an executive level in planning, 
budgeting and construction management.   
Candidates with experience in solid waste, stormwater, waste water and water operations are preferred. 
Your resume must include three professional references.  Professional references are individuals who 
can attest to your job-related knowledge, skills and abilities. 
Resumes will be received or postmarked before midnight May 17, 2024, at City Hall, 70 E Main Street, 
Buckhannon, WV 26201. 

The City of Buckhannon is an EEOC employer committed to the principle of equal opportunity for all 
qualified persons. 

F.8 Notice of Special Meeting of the Planning Commission to discuss the request for the 
consideration to Amend Zoning Ordinance No. 244, Section 501 R-1, Single Family 
Residential District, the Permitted Uses to include Airbnb Rentals – Mayor Skinner clarified 
that Airbnb Rentals are permitted in the city except in the R-1, Single Family Residential District. 
 
G. Consent Agenda - Mayor Skinner presented an overview of the following agenda items to the 
Council and asked for action. 
G.1 Approval of Minutes-Regular meeting 04/18/24 
G.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
                              Permit Fee Report #76183-#79194 
 

                                                                       04/18/2024 - 05/01/2024 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt 

Name 

Applica
nt 

Address 

Primary 
Contrac

tor 

Descriptio
n 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amo
unt 

Electric
al 

Proper
ty Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspect
ion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Accessor

y Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 



7619
2 

STANLEY 
REXROA
D 

15 W 
MAIN ST 

SINES 
HVAC 
SERVICE
S 

REPLACING 
FURANCE/A
C UNIT-- 
SPLIT 
HYBRID 
HEAT PUMP 

10,000.
00 

100.0
0 

       

7618
5 

ALAN 
TALBOTT 

67 
MORTON 
AVE 

DTA 
ELECTRI
CAL  

METER TO 
BE 
INSTALLED 
FOR 
RECONNEC
T 
WO#76960
5569 

0.00 100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

     10,000
.00 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7619
3 

South 
Buckhan
non 
Mission 
Church 
Youth 
House 

156 
Hackberr
y Lane 

 12'x16' 
Garage 
with 
concrete 
floor for 
Youth 
House 

2,000.0
0 

19.00   5/1/20
24 

No N/A No  

7619
4 

TOP 
LINE 
PROPER
TIES  

116 S 
FLORIDA 
ST 

 KITCHEN 
REMODEL 

400.00 15.00  No  No N/A No No 

7619
2 

STANLEY 
REXROA
D 

15 W 
MAIN ST 

SINES 
HVAC 
SERVICE
S 

REPLACING 
FURANCE/A
C UNIT-- 
SPLIT 
HYBRID 
HEAT PUMP 

10,000.
00 

85.00        

7618
8 

Tri State 
Toter 

16 1/2 
Clevelan
d ave  

 REPLACE 2 
WINDOWS  

750.00 15.00  No  No Zon
e AE 

No  

7618
6 

DOUG 
SPEARS 

52 N 
FLORIDA 
ST 

LONG 
HORN 
STEEL 
STRUCT
URE 

PRE FAB 
STORAGE 
BUILDING 
20X20 ON 
GRAVEL 
WITH 
VENTING 

5,500.0
0 

52.25 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 4/22/2
024 

No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

Yes- If yes 
attach 
Nonconfor
ming Use 

     18,650
.00 

186.2
5 

       

Group Total: 5 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7619
1 

FRANCES 
HEATER 

115 
RANDOL
PH ST 

 KITCHEN 
CABINETS, 
LAMINATE 
FLOORING, 
REPLACE 
EXTERIOR 
BRICK, 
PRIVACY 
FENCE 6FT 
AND VINYL 
AROUND 
THE 
WHOLE 
PROPERTY 

15,000.
00 

165.0
0 

 No  No Zon
e AE 

No No 

7618
9 

WILLIAM 
LEIGH 

28 
ARNOLD 
AVE 

 REPLACEM
ENT OF 
STONE 
PATIO 
14X18 TO 
CONCRETE 
PAD 

1,000.0
0 

11.00  No 4/29/2
024 

Yes  N/A No No 

7618
7 

WESLEY 
NICKELL 

111 
CHESTN
UT ST 

KALKRE
UTH 

REROOF 14,595.
00 

160.5
5 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7618
4 

THOMAS 
KEELY 

320 W 
VICTORI
A ST 

Stephen 
Corder 

CONCRETE 
EXISTING 
PRIVATE 
SIDEWALK 

5,500.0
0 

60.50  No  No N/A No No 



7618
3 

CYNTHIA 
KING 

104 
SMITHFI
ELD ST 

 FREE 
STANDING 
STRUCTUR
E 10X12 
GREENHOU
SE 

999.00 10.00  No 4/17/2
024 

No N/A No No 

     37,094
.00 

407.0
5 

       

Group Total: 5 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7619
0 

JAMES 
OCHELT
REE 

24 
UPPER 
TREE 

L&S 
ELECTRI
CAL 

ELECTRICA
L UPGRADE 
WO#76969
4363 

2,550.0
0 

100.0
0 

B2 
Single 
Family 
Residen
tial (500 
sq ft) 

No  No N/A No No 

     2,550.
00 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7619
3 

South 
Buckhan
non 
Mission 
Church 
Youth 
House 

156 
Hackberr
y Lane 

 12'x16' 
Garage 
with 
concrete 
floor for 
Youth 
House 

2,000.0
0 

20.00   5/1/20
24 

No N/A No  

7618
6 

DOUG 
SPEARS 

52 N 
FLORIDA 
ST 

LONG 
HORN 
STEEL 
STRUCT
URE 

PRE FAB 
STORAGE 
BUILDING 
20X20 ON 
GRAVEL 
WITH 
VENTING 

5,500.0
0 

20.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 4/22/2
024 

No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

Yes- If yes 
attach 
Nonconfor
ming Use 

     7,500.
00 

40.00        

Group Total: 2 

     75,794
.00 

933.3
0 

       

 

 

Total Records: 15 5/1/2024 
 

 

G.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills: 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
Thomas/Bucklew motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
H.  Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote. 
H.1 Approval Ordinance No. 467 Increasing the City’s Fire Protection Service Fees -3rd /Final 



Reading—Mayor Skinner noted that we did hold the necessary public hearing on this matter 
earlier in the evening, and then he recognized City Attorney Tom O’Neill, who presented Ordinance 
No. 467 Increasing the City’s Fire Protection Service Fees -3rd /Final Reading by reading it by its 
caption. 
 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 467 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 390 OF 

THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE FEES CHARGED TO 
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY, ESTABLISHING TIERED 
FEES, PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION AND USE OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND 

SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon beginning March 21, 1966 through the enactment of 

Ordinances No. 137, 222, 225, and 390 has provided for the imposition and collection of fees for the City’s Fire 

Department providing fire protection services throughout Buckhannon’s corporate limits; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon is specifically authorized pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 

13(a) of the West Virginia Code, as amended, to provide emergency fire service protection within the corporate limits 

of the City of Buckhannon and to impose by ordinance upon the users of the service such reasonable rates, fees, and 

charges to be collected in the manner specified by ordinance; and,  

WHEREAS, the Council heretofore now desires to enact this Ordinance to increase the fees so charged, in 

light of the increased costs associated with providing fire protection services since the last time the Council 

considered this issue. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I – TITLE OF ORDINANCE:  This Ordinance shall be known as the City of Buckhannon’s Fire 

Protection Service Fee Ordinance. 

 ARTICLE II - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the following 

findings:  

  (A) The City of Buckhannon has operated a municipal fire department for many decades, however, 

the City Council has not increased its fire protection service fees in Buckhannon since July 1, 2015. 

  (B) The City’s costs and expenses in providing the reasonable and necessary personnel, training, 

vehicles, and equipment to offer fire protection service for the community have increased substantially since that 

time. 

  (C) Previously, and at all times since July 1, 2015, the City’s fire protection service fees have been 

established on a flat rate basis for all residential properties, and on a revenue generated basis for commercial 

properties. 

  (D) The City Council now believes that the continuation of the flat rate fire service protection fee 

approach for all residential properties, and on the revenue generated approach for commercial properties continues 

to be the fairest and most equitable to the residents and businesses of the City of Buckhannon versus any other fee 

model. 

  (E) The express purpose and intention of this ordinance is to substantially increase the total 

revenues realized by the City of Buckhannon for providing fire protection services within the corporate limits. 

 ARTICLE III – DEFINITIONS: 

 For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning respectively designated unless it 

is clear from the context that a different meaning is intended: 

  (A) “Residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the nature 

of its construction to be used as a single-family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, but shall not 



include unit structures intended primarily for transient lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes 

and hospital rooms. 

  (B) “Dual residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the 

nature of its construction to be used as a two (separate) family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, and 

having only two units within such structure, but shall not include unit structures intended primarily for transient 

lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes and hospital rooms.  Such structure shall include but 

not be limited to duplexes. 

  (C) “Multiple-family residential unit structure” means a residential unit structure having more than 

two family dwellings or units within such structure.  Such structure shall include but not be limited to apartment 

buildings, condominiums, townhouses or boarding houses.  Such structure shall exclude hotels, motels, tourist 

homes, etc. 

     (D) “Nonresidential unit structure”.  All other buildings not included within the definitions of 

“residential unit structure”.  Such structures shall include, but not be limited to all commercial establishments, schools, 

government buildings, etc.  If a structure has multiple uses such as residential and commercial, it will be classified as 

a non-residential unit. 

     (E) “Director of Finance” means the duly appointed Buckhannon Director of Finance and 

Administration. 

     (F) “Owner” means the owner of record of any lot, tract, or parcel of real estate within the City of 

Buckhannon, as evidenced by the records maintained in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, but may also include the grantee or transferee of any interest in any real estate situated within 

the City by unrecorded deed, or by an owner-financed sale evidenced by written agreement, such as a “land 

contract”, provided that the parties to any such transaction are required to mutually and timely notify the Director of 

Finance as to which party to any such transaction shall be responsible for payment of any fire service fees due and 

payable pursuant to this Ordinance.  In absence of any such agreement, the owner of record pursuant to the County 

Clerk’s records shall be responsible for payment of the fees and charges established by this Ordinance. 

    (G) “Buckhannon City Fire Department” means the paid Fire Department of the City of Buckhannon 

and all firefighters serving as volunteers within said Department. 

 ARTICLE IV – FEE RATES:  The City’s Fire Protection Service Fees shall be charged as follows: 

  (A) RESIDENTAL BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES: 

(1) A Fire Protection Fee of $7.50 per month shall be charged against each dwelling 

house, mobile home, and apartment in the City of Buckhannon, whether occupied or not. 

(2) For purposes of this Ordinance, any separate garage, outbuilding, or other structure 

used as part of any dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and not separately occupied or used by persons 

other than those occupying the primary dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment shall be considered as part of the 

dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and shall not subject to any additional charges hereunder. 

   (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

fraternity house, sorority house, dormitory, rooming house, hospital, nursing home, or rest home purposes, then a flat 

monthly fee of $50.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, and each separate building or other structure 

then shall be charged with the flat monthly fee, whether occupied or not. 

 (B) COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND ALL OTHER NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 

AND STRUCTURES: 

 



  (1) A monthly fee based upon annual, gross receipts shall be levied against each occupied office or 

other business or commercial facility used for business or commercial purposes and against each occupied building 

or part of an occupied building used solely for one business or commercial purpose, with the fee being determined as 

follows: 

  ANNUAL GROSS RECEIPTS   MONTHLY FIRE FEE 

 $50,000 and less       $13.00 

 $50,001 to $150,000      $19.00 

 $150,001 to $250,000      $25.00 

 $250,001 to $500,000      $38.00 

 $500,001 to $1,000,000      $63.00 

 $1,000,001 to $2,500,000      $88.00 

 $2,500,001 and more      $188.00 

  (2) If any commercial building or other structure is or becomes unoccupied, vacant, or abandoned, 

a flat monthly fee of $15.00 is assessed against and shall be charged to the property owner of record. 

  (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

religious, charitable, educational, governmental, or other non-profit purposes, other than those buildings or structures 

identified in Article IV(A)(3) above, then a flat monthly fee of $10.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, 

and each separate building or other structure shall be charged with the flat monthly fee. 

 (4) For purposes of this Ordinance, the fees imposed by this Ordinance specifically include any 

hospital, nursing home, motel, hotel, religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit organization. 

  (5) The owner of any commercial, industrial, or other non-residential building or structure situated in 

the City of Buckhannon with a state certified sprinkler system shall receive a monthly twenty-five percent (25%) discount on 

the charges for the commercial, industrial, or other non-residential building or structure.  The burden shall be upon the owner 

of any commercial, industrial, or other non- residential building or structure to provide documented certification that such 

building or structure is equipped with a state certified sprinkler system, and until such time as documentation is provided, such 

building or structure shall not be deemed eligible for the twenty-five percent (25%) discount.  

ARTICLE V – MISCELLANEOUS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS: 

  (A) The service of fire protection shall be continued, maintained and improved by the City of 

Buckhannon Fire Department and City of Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department, in part, at the charge and expense 

of the owners of all residential dwellings and non-residential dwellings included but not limited to commercial and 

industrial businesses, hospital, nursing home, religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit 

organizations within the City of Buckhannon which said owners are declared to be users and beneficiaries of such fire 

protection services. The Fire Protection Service Fee with respect of such users and beneficiaries shall be imposed, 

assessed and collected as set out in this Ordinance by the City of Buckhannon. 

  (B) All fees and charges for fire protection services shall be billed and collected by the Treasurer 

and shall not be pro-rated for less than thirty days.  

  (C) Charges for the fire protection service shall be billed on a monthly basis as determined and in 

accordance by the utility billing cycle for each individual property owner or alternatively, the other utility user. 

  (D) All revenues collected for the collection of the Fire Protection Service Fee shall be dedicated 

exclusively by the City to defray the cost of the continuance, maintenance, or improvement of fire protection within the 

City of Buckhannon, and no part of such revenue shall be used for any other purpose whatsoever.  



     (E) The fees or charges provided for by this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a debt due to the 

City.  The City may collect any such fee or charge and all accrued penalties by action against the owner of property 

against whom the service charges have been assessed by action instituted before the Magistrate Court or Circuit 

Court of Upshur County, West Virginia. 

  (F) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or owners of all buildings and structures within the City 

to notify the Director of Finance of any change in ownership and other items requested by the Director of Finance 

within thirty (30) days of such change. 

  (G) OWNER PROTESTS:  The owner of any such building above aggrieved by a charge or fee for 

fire protection service may protest the same by giving written notice to the Director of Finance or designee thereof 

setting forth their objections on or before thirty (30) days after the billing date.  The Director of Finance shall render a 

decision within a reasonable time, giving notice in writing of the decision to all parties concerned.  The amount, if any 

due the City under such decisions shall be due and payable thirty (30) days after service of the decision.  Any person 

aggrieved by such administrative decision may within thirty (30) days from service of the decision file a petition duly 

verified with the Circuit Court of Upshur County, West Virginia, requesting review by certiorari, but otherwise, such 

decision shall be deemed to be final and conclusive. 

  (H) ADMINISTRATION: 

   (1) The Director of Finance or the Director of Finance’s duly authorized representative is 

hereby empowered to make such rules and regulations not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance relative to 

the offering and providing of fire protection services as are necessary to protect the property or the safety or health of 

the public, and no persons shall fail to comply with any such rule and regulation so promulgated. 

      (2) The Director of Finance shall administer all sections of this Ordinance dealing with 

financing, billing, collection, etc. 

      (3) The Director of Finance is hereby authorized to adjust, settle or cancel any charge or 

fee required or made under this Ordinance or any controversy which may arise in the administration of this 

article.  However, such exercise of authority by the Director of Finance shall be in a uniform manner, and not 

exercised in an arbitrary or capricious manner and a written or electronic record shall be kept of any and all such 

adjustments, settlements or cancellations. 

 ARTICLE VI - Penalty for Non-Payment of Fire Protection Service Fee: 

  (A) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to pay the Fire Protection Service Fee provided for 

herein. It shall be each user’s responsibility to pay any and all reasonable court costs and fees, for the collection of 

delinquent accounts.  

  (B) Delinquent Charges Penalty.  Any charge for service remaining unpaid after the billing date of 

the utility bill shall be deemed delinquent and a late payment penalty of ten percent (10%) of the unpaid charge for 

that billing shall be assessed. In the event that any such delinquent charge remains unpaid for a reasonable period of 

time not exceeding six months, the delinquent fee shall be pursued through a civil action instituted before either the 

Upshur County Magistrate Court or Circuit Court as may be appropriate under the circumstances.  

  (C) Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code as amended, and to 

facilitate collection of any unpaid and delinquent fire protection service fees due under this Ordinance, the City of 

Buckhannon shall be hereby authorized to file a lien in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, upon real property after providing written notice to the property owner, return receipt 

requested, that the City intends to file the lien unless the delinquency is paid by a specified date set forth in the 

notice, and which lien shall be filed not less than ninety (90) days from the date the notice is mailed by the City. The 



property owner shall have the right to appeal the City’s notice to the Upshur County Circuit Court, which appeal must 

be filed before the date provided for in the notice.  

 (D) Any person whomsoever who fraudulently files information required pursuant to this Ordinance, for 

which no other penalty is provided, shall upon conviction in the City of Buckhannon Municipal Court be guilty of a 

misdemeanor offense, and shall be fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500). 

 ARTICLE VII - SEVERABILITY:  In the event that any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect 

the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof that are not specifically determined to be 

unconstitutional or invalid. 

 ARTICLE VIII - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective beginning July 1, 2024. 

FIRST READING:   April 4, 2024 

SECOND READING  April 18, 2024 

THIRD READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:    May 2, 2024 
 
 
 

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 467 was lawfully 

ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said Council assembled on 

May 2, 2024. 
 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    

 
 
Reger/Thomas motioned to approve Ordinance No. 467, increasing the City’s Fire Protection 
Service Fees on its 3rd and Final Reading.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Skinner noted that Ordinance No. 467 passed unanimously on all 3 readings. 
 
H.2 Approval Ordinance No. 468 Increasing the City’s Police Protection Service Fees -
3rd/Final Reading—Mayor Skinner noted that we did hold the necessary public hearing on this 
matter earlier in the evening. Then, he recognized City Attorney Tom O’Neill, who presented 
Ordinance No. 468 Increasing the City’s Police Protection Service Fees -3rd /Final Reading by 
reading it by caption. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 468 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 224 OF 
THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, INCREASING THE CITY’S POLICE PROTECTION SERVICE FEES CHARGED TO 
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS, ESTABLISHING TIERED FEES, PROVIDING 

FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION AND USE OF FEES RAISED HEREBY, AND SETTING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF JULY 1, 2024 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon beginning April 1, 1983 through the enactment of 

Ordinances Nos. 221 and 224 has provided for the imposition and collection of fees for the City’s Police Department 

providing police protection services throughout Buckhannon’s corporate limits; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon is specifically authorized pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 

13(a) of the West Virginia Code, as amended, to provide emergency police service protection within the corporate 

limits of the City of Buckhannon and to impose by ordinance upon the users of the service such reasonable rates, 

fees, and charges to be collected in the manner specified by ordinance; and,  



WHEREAS, the Council heretofore now desires to enact this Ordinance to increase the fees so charged, in 

light of the increased costs associated with providing police protection services since the last time the Council 

considered this issue. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I – TITLE OF ORDINANCE:  This Ordinance shall be known as the City of Buckhannon’s Police 

Protection Service Fee Ordinance. 

 ARTICLE II - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the following 

findings:  

  (A) The City of Buckhannon has operated a municipal police department for many decades, 

however, the City Council has not increased its police protection service fees in Buckhannon since April 1, 1983. 

  (B) The City’s costs and expenses in providing the reasonable and necessary personnel, training, 

vehicles, and equipment to offer police protection service for the community have increased substantially since that 

time. 

  (C) Previously, and at all times since April 1, 1983, the City’s police protection service fees have 

been established on a flat rate basis for all residential properties, and on a revenue generated basis for commercial 

properties. 

  (D) The City Council now believes that the continuation of the flat rate police service protection fee 

approach for all residential properties, and on the revenue generated approach for commercial properties continues 

to be the fairest and most equitable to the residents and businesses of the City of Buckhannon versus any other fee 

model. 

  (E) The express purpose and intention of this ordinance is to substantially increase the total 

revenues realized by the City of Buckhannon for providing police protection services within the corporate limits. 

 ARTICLE III – DEFINITIONS: 

 For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning respectively designated unless it 

is clear from the context that a different meaning is intended: 

  (A) “Residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the nature 

of its construction to be used as a single-family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, but shall not 

include unit structures intended primarily for transient lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes 

and hospital rooms. 

  (B) “Dual residential unit structure” means any structure or unit which is used or intended by the 

nature of its construction to be used as a two (separate) family dwelling by persons for living or sleeping quarters, and 

having only two units within such structure, but shall not include unit structures intended primarily for transient 

lodging, including without limitation, hotels, motels, rest homes and hospital rooms.  Such structure shall include but 

not be limited to duplexes. 

  (C) “Multiple-family residential unit structure” means a residential unit structure having more than 

two family dwellings or units within such structure.  Such structure shall include but not be limited to apartment 

buildings, condominiums, townhouses or boarding houses.  Such structure shall exclude hotels, motels, tourist 

homes, etc. 

     (D) “Nonresidential unit structure”.  All other buildings not included within the definitions of 

“residential unit structure”.  Such structures shall include, but not be limited to all commercial establishments, schools, 



government buildings, etc.  If a structure has multiple uses such as residential and commercial, it will be classified as 

a non-residential unit. 

     (E) “Director of Finance” means the duly appointed Buckhannon Director of Finance and 

Administration. 

     (F) “Owner” means the owner of record of any lot, tract, or parcel of real estate within the City of 

Buckhannon, as evidenced by the records maintained in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, but may also include the grantee or transferee of any interest in any real estate situated within 

the City by unrecorded deed, or by an owner-financed sale evidenced by written agreement, such as a “land 

contract”, provided that the parties to any such transaction are required to mutually and timely notify the Director of 

Finance as to which party to any such transaction shall be responsible for payment of any police service fees due and 

payable pursuant to this Ordinance.  In absence of any such agreement, the owner of record pursuant to the County 

Clerk’s records shall be responsible for payment of the fees and charges established by this Ordinance. 

    (G) “Buckhannon City Police Department” means the paid Police Department of the City of 

Buckhannon. 

 ARTICLE IV – FEE RATES:  The City’s Police Protection Service Fees shall be charged as follows: 

  (A) RESIDENTAL BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES: 

(1) A Police Protection Fee of $5.00 per month shall be charged against each dwelling 

house, mobile home, and apartment in the City of Buckhannon, whether occupied or not. 

(2) For purposes of this Ordinance, any separate garage, outbuilding, or other structure 

used as part of any dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and not separately occupied or used by persons 

other than those occupying the primary dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment shall be considered as part of the 

dwelling house, mobile home, or apartment and shall not subject to any additional charges hereunder. 

   (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

fraternity house, sorority house, dormitory, rooming house, hospital, nursing home, or rest home purposes, then a flat 

monthly fee of $50.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, and each separate building or other structure 

then shall be charged with the flat monthly fee, whether occupied or not. 

 (B) COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND ALL OTHER NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 

AND STRUCTURES: 

 
  (1) A monthly fee based upon annual, gross receipts shall be levied against each occupied office or 

other business or commercial facility used for business or commercial purposes and against each occupied building 

or part of an occupied building used solely for one business or commercial purpose, with the fee being determined as 

follows: 

  ANNUAL GROSS RECEIPTS   MONTHLY POLICE FEE 

 $50,000 and less           $8.00 

 $50,001 to $150,000        $16.00 

 $150,001 to $250,000        $20.00 

 $250,001 to $500,000        $30.00 

 $500,001 to $1,000,000        $40.00 

 $1,000,001 to $2,500,000        $50.00 

 $2,500,001 and more      $167.00 



  (2) If any commercial building or other structure is or becomes unoccupied, vacant, or abandoned, 

a flat monthly fee of $15.00 is assessed against and shall be charged to the property owner of record. 

  (3) If any building or other structure is used or commences to become used exclusively for 

religious, charitable, educational, governmental, or other non-profit purposes, other than those buildings or structures 

identified in Article IV(A)(3) above, then a flat monthly fee of $10.00 shall be charged to the property owner of record, 

and each separate building or other structure shall be charged with the flat monthly fee. 

 (4) For purposes of this Ordinance, the fees imposed by this Ordinance specifically include any 

hospital, nursing home, motel, hotel, religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit organization. 

    

ARTICLE V – MISCELLANEOUS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS: 

  (A) The service of police protection shall be continued, maintained and improved by the City of 

Buckhannon Police Department, in part, at the charge and expense of the owners of all residential dwellings and non-

residential dwellings included but not limited to commercial and industrial businesses, hospital, nursing home, 

religious, charitable, educational, governmental or non-profit organizations within the City of Buckhannon which said 

owners are declared to be users and beneficiaries of such police protection services. The Police Protection Service 

Fee with respect of such users and beneficiaries shall be imposed, assessed and collected as set out in this 

Ordinance by the City of Buckhannon. 

  (B) All fees and charges for police protection services shall be billed and collected by the Treasurer 

and shall not be pro-rated for less than thirty days.  

  (C) Charges for the police protection service shall be billed on a monthly basis as determined and 

in accordance by the utility billing cycle for each individual property owner or alternatively, the other utility user. 

  (D) All revenues collected for the collection of the Police Protection Service Fee shall be dedicated 

exclusively by the City to defray the cost of the continuance, maintenance, or improvement of police protection within 

the City of Buckhannon, and no part of such revenue shall be used for any other purpose whatsoever.  

     (E) The fees or charges provided for by this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a debt due to the 

City.  The City may collect any such fee or charge and all accrued penalties by action against the owner of property 

against whom the service charges have been assessed by action instituted before the Magistrate Court or Circuit 

Court of Upshur County, West Virginia. 

  (F) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or owners of all buildings and structures within the City 

to notify the Director of Finance of any change in ownership and other items requested by the Director of Finance 

within thirty (30) days of such change. 

  (G) OWNER PROTESTS:  The owner of any such building above aggrieved by a charge or fee for 

police protection service may protest the same by giving written notice to the Director of Finance or designee thereof 

setting forth their objections on or before thirty (30) days after the billing date.  The Director of Finance shall render a 

decision within a reasonable time, giving notice in writing of the decision to all parties concerned.  The amount, if any 

due the City under such decisions shall be due and payable thirty (30) days after service of the decision.  Any person 

aggrieved by such administrative decision may within thirty (30) days from service of the decision file a petition duly 

verified with the Circuit Court of Upshur County, West Virginia, requesting review by certiorari, but otherwise, such 

decision shall be deemed to be final and conclusive. 

  (H) ADMINISTRATION: 

   (1) The Director of Finance or the Director of Finance’s duly authorized representative is 

hereby empowered to make such rules and regulations not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance relative to 



the offering and providing of police protection services as are necessary to protect the property or the safety or health 

of the public, and no persons shall fail to comply with any such rule and regulation so promulgated. 

      (2) The Director of Finance shall administer all sections of this Ordinance dealing with 

financing, billing, collection, etc. 

      (3) The Director of Finance is hereby authorized to adjust, settle or cancel any charge or 

fee required or made under this Ordinance or any controversy which may arise in the administration of this 

article.  However, such exercise of authority by the Director of Finance shall be in a uniform manner, and not 

exercised in an arbitrary or capricious manner and a written or electronic record shall be kept of any and all such 

adjustments, settlements or cancellations. 

 ARTICLE VI - Penalty for Non-Payment of Police Protection Service Fee: 

  (A) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to pay the Police Protection Service Fee provided 

for herein. It shall be each user’s responsibility to pay any and all reasonable court costs and fees, for the collection 

of delinquent accounts.  

  (B) Delinquent Charges Penalty.  Any charge for service remaining unpaid after the billing date of 

the utility bill shall be deemed delinquent and a late payment penalty of ten percent (10%) of the unpaid charge for 

that billing shall be assessed. In the event that any such delinquent charge remains unpaid for a reasonable period of 

time not exceeding six months, the delinquent fee shall be pursued through a civil action instituted before either the 

Upshur County Magistrate Court or Circuit Court as may be appropriate under the circumstances.  

  (C) Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code as amended, and to 

facilitate collection of any unpaid and delinquent police protection service fees due under this Ordinance, the City of 

Buckhannon shall be hereby authorized to file a lien in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur 

County, West Virginia, upon real property after providing written notice to the property owner, return receipt 

requested, that the City intends to file the lien unless the delinquency is paid by a specified date set forth in the 

notice, and which lien shall be filed not less than ninety (90) days from the date the notice is mailed by the City. The 

property owner shall have the right to appeal the City’s notice to the Upshur County Circuit Court, which appeal must 

be filed before the date provided for in the notice.  

 (D) Any person whomsoever who fraudulently files information required pursuant to this Ordinance, for 

which no other penalty is provided, shall upon conviction in the City of Buckhannon Municipal Court be guilty of a 

misdemeanor offense, and shall be fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500). 

 ARTICLE VII - SEVERABILITY:  In the event that any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect 

the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof that are not specifically determined to be 

unconstitutional or invalid. 

 ARTICLE VIII - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective beginning July 1, 2024. 

FIRST READING:   April 4, 2024 

SECOND READING  April 18, 2024 

THIRD READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:    May 2, 2024 
 
 

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

 



 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 468 was lawfully 

ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said Council assembled on 

May 2, 2024. 
 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    

 
Bucklew/Sanders motioned to approve Ordinance No. 468, increasing the City’s Police 
Protection Service Fees on its 3rd and Final Reading.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Skinner noted that Ordinance No. 468 passed unanimously on all 3 readings. 
 
H.3 Request Support from Upshur-Buckhannon Health Department for Policy to Implement 
Environmental Fees for Permits & Services - Action was taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
H.4 Due to Holiday-Reschedule the City Council Meeting of June 20, 2024, to be held on 
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 - Mayor Skinner presented an overview of the request to the City Council. 
 
Thomas/McCauley motioned to approve rescheduling the City Council Meeting of June 20, 
2024, to be held on Tuesday, June 18, 2024, due to a holiday.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
H.5 Due to Holiday-Reschedule/Merge the City Council Meetings of July 4 & July 18, 2024, to 
be held on July 11, 2024 - Mayor Skinner presented an overview of the request to the City Council. 
 
Sanders/Bucklew motioned to approve rescheduling and merging the City Council Meetings 
of July 4 & July 18, 2024, to be held on July 11, 2024, due to a holiday.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
H.6 Police Civil Service Commission Recommendation of Top 3 Candidates to Council for 
Consideration of Hiring & Conduct Interviews for Position of Probationary Police Officer on 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 9:00 AM - Mayor Skinner presented an overview of the request to the 
City Council. 
 
McCauley/Thomas motioned to approve the Police Civil Service Commission 
recommendation of the top 3 candidates to Council for consideration of hiring & conducting 
interviews for the position of Probationary Police Officer on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 9:00 
AM.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
H.7 Memorandum of Understanding between UCECC and BPD regarding Upshur County 911 
Radio Project. Action was taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
I.  Comments and Announcements 
I.1 Pamela Bucklew:  Mrs. Bucklew urged all residents to be mindful of our visitors for the West 
Virginia Strawberry Festival and to please present themselves appropriately and respectfully.  She 
also reminded everyone that early voting started yesterday and encouraged all registered voters to 
vote, citing no vote, no voice. 
 
I.2 David McCauley:  Mr. McCauley wished the organizers of the upcoming West Virginia 
Strawberry Festival the very best of luck, and he specifically encouraged people to attend the Webb 
Grubb Police Officer Recognition Day on May 15, 2024, at 2:00 pm at the Public Safety Complex and 
the Friendly Way Firefighter Recognition Day on May 17, 2024, at 3:00 pm at the Public Safety 
Complex.  He also asked about the SYCC Recognition Day and was informed by Mrs. Jenkins that 
nothing was planned for this year. 
 
I.3 Jack Reger: Mr. Reger had no further comments. 
 
I.4 Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas spoke about a memorandum he had asked Teresa Summers to 
prepare and distribute to Council Members regarding his request for the City Council to consider a 
small pay increase for all Council Members, the Recorder, and the Mayor, following all proper 
guidelines.  He asked all members of the City Council to consider his idea.  He wished everyone a 
safe and enjoyable weekend.  
 
I.5 CJ Rylands: Mr. Rylands had no further comments. 
 



I.6 Randall Sanders: Mr. Sanders added information to Mrs. Jenkins’ earlier report concerning past 
and upcoming events at the Event Center at Brushy Fork, noting that it has been very busy, 
including the events by Central WV Friends of the NRA, the Upshur County Shriners, the BUHS 
Prom, training for the election poll workers by the Upshur County Clerk, and the WV School Board 
Association.  He congratulated the new Manager of the Event Center at Brushy Fork, Matoula 
Hartley, regarding her success with the events and the facility. 
 
Mayor Skinner recognized Upshur County Commissioner Kristie Tenney, who asked the Mayor and 
City Council to meet with her and her fellow Commissioners regarding the possible expansion of 
the first-due fire fee outside the city limits.  She also thanked the City Council for the courtesies 
extended during the evening. 
 
J.  Mayor’s Comments and Announcements: Mayor Skinner thanked Commissioner Tenney for 
attending tonight and spoke of the positive relationship between the Buckhannon City Council and 
the Upshur County Commission. He also encouraged everyone to read his op-ed in My Buckhannon 
concerning the upcoming Upshur County School Levy and to vote to extend the Levy.  He wished 
everyone a wonderful month of May and good luck to all the candidates in the upcoming election. 
 
K.  Adjournment 
 
At 8:25 PM, Thomas made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                 ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                     ____________________________________________ 


