
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, August 1, 2024, at 7:00 
p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall. The following individuals were in attendance (GTM – 
GoToMeeting): 

 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner   Present  
City Recorder      Randy Sanders   Absent 
Council Member     Pam Bucklew    Present  
Council Member     David McCauley   Present  
Council Member     Jack Reger    Present 
Council Member     David Thomas    Present 
Council Member     Rob Zuliani    Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance  Amberle Jenkins   Present  
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill    Present  
Buckhannon Fire Department   Brian Elmore   Present  
Director of Public Works    Jerry Arnold    Absent 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin    Present  
Record Delta     Steven Santilli   Present   
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba    Present  
Note Taker     Alice Teets   Present 
 
Guests: Sherry Bailey, Heather Miller, Kayla Talbert, Keith Talbert, Jennifer Garrett, Emma Garrett, 
Jared Flanigan, Phil Jenkins, Nelson Bailey, Liz Ammons, Glenn Davis, Cole Kelley, Cody Cutright, 
Lindsay Bever, Scott Preston, Isaac Courtney, Landon Clay 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 pm in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, August 1, 2024  

 
A.     Call to Order 
          A.1 Moment of Silence 
          A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 
B.      Recognized Guests 
          B.1 Fire Department Pinning of Probationary Firefighter Jared Flanigan  
          B.2 Fire Department Pinning of Firefighter & EMT Marcus Miller 
        
C.     Department & Board Reports 
         C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold 
         C.2 Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins   
         C.3 Fire Chief- JB Kimble      
         C.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill    
 
D.     Correspondence & Information     
          D.1 Notice Accepting Applications Buckhannon Police Civil Service Commission 

  D.2 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-June 2024 
          D.3 FOIA Request-Frank Curry w/ FOIA Buddy Co- BPD’s invoices, stmts for software, internet, cell, cloud services 
          D.4 FOIA Request-Hinzman Law, PLLC-74 S. Kanawha St-Code Enforcement Division Records 
 
E.     Consent Agenda  
         E.1 Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 07/11/24, Special Joint Session with SYCC BOD’s 07/11/24 
         E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
         E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 
                    
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 
         F.1 Request Traffic Flow Management -WVWC Students Move-In Day on 08/17/2024 
         F.2 Authorization to Advertise to Hire Street Department Laborer Position 
         F.3 Mark Cogar Retirement- Legacy Leave 
         F.4 Call for Election-Official Levy Ballot Charles Gibson Public Library 
         F.5 Approval Mapping Plotter Lease Agreement with HP Financial Services-DayCad 
         F.6 Approval Ordinance 469 Vacating Three (3) Alleys: Silverbells Lane, Snowgoose Lane & Stewart Lane- 1st Reading 
         F.7 Discussion/Possible Action Authorization to Sign Bkn Housing Authority Environmental Review-HUD Program 
         F.8 Approval City of Buckhannon Appointments-Planning Commission, Colonial Arts Center Board FY 2024/2025 
         F.9 Planning Commission Recommendation to Appoint a Working Group to research issues re: short term rentals 
         F.10 Approval Ordinance No. 470 Adoption of Policy: Liability Insurance for Reserved Use of City Facilities for Events  
                  Open to the Public-1st Reading 
        F.11 Approval to Request for Bids BFD Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 



G.     Comments and Announcements 
         G.1 Pamela Bucklew 
         G.2 David McCauley  
         G.3 Jack Reger 
         G.4 David Thomas 
         G.5 Robert Zuliani 
         G.6 Randall Sanders 
 
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements 
I.      Executive Session –Personnel Matters Per WV Code § 6-9A-4 
J.      Adjournment                                                                                                             
 
POSTED 07/29/2024  
 

A.     Call to Order 
            A.1-A.2 – Call to Order: At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the June 18, 2024, regular 

meeting of the Buckhannon City Council to order. This was followed by a Moment of Silence and the 
Pledge to the Flag. 

           
  B.      Recognized Guests 

         B.1 Fire Department Official Oath & Pinning of Probationary Firefighter Jared Flanigan:  
Probationary Firefighter Jared Flanigan was pinned by Mr. Talbert of the Weston Fire Department.  
Mayor Robbie Skinner administered the Oath.    

 

 
 
         B.2 Fire Department Pinning of Firefighter & EMT Marcus Miller-His one year probationary 

period has ended, he has passed the EMT course and is now promoted to Firefighter. Marcus Miller 
was pinned by his grandmother Sherry Bailey. 

   
 C.     Department & Board Reports 

C.1 Public Works Director- Jerry Arnold:   
 

Buckhannon City Council - Public Works Director Report 
 

I am working on bid documents for our paving bid contract. 

Street: 

 Crews continue to work on the Madison Street sidewalks. 
 Removed a dead tree from the City Park. 
 The contractor attempted to pave the basketball and pickleball courts, but it was too wet. When 

conditions improve our crew will lay the base course then have the contractor come back and lay the 
wearing. 



Waste:  
 Nothing new to report 

 
Sewer: 

 Crews are set up for the final bore on Island Avenue. 
 Started working on Lower Drive sewer upgrade. 

 
Water: 

 Started on the Island Avenue water line replacement. 
 

Engineering: 
 ARPA – Tennerton Booster Station – Patterson Pump and Sullivan Environmental Technologies are on-site 

today to coordinate the testing and final setup of the booster station pumps.  After the pumps have been 
approved for operation, a three-month trial period of the booster station shall begin. 

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – The approval letter from FEMA allow a $52,396.00 Change 
of Scope request to make further improvements to the PSC generator platform before continuing closeout 
procedures was received.  The contractor is currently in the process of acquiring the necessary materials to 
complete the Change of Scope work.  The anticipated length of construction is two (2) months.  

 Gateway West Phase II Construction – The final site inspection / walkthrough was conducted by the WVDOH 
on July.  No issues or items needing corrected are required.  The final invoice for reimbursement was 
submitted on 7-19-24.  Once the reimbursement is received, the Project will be completed.   

 
Council member David McCauley said that he moved into his home on Meade Street 35 years ago, 
and the sidewalks there look better than they ever have.   
 
Council member Dave Thomas questioned what the outlook is with the drought in West Virginia.  
Mr. Arnold stated that as long as there is water going over the dam, we have 60-90 days of water 
storage, depending on usage. Mr. Thomas asked about the caverns/caves that used to hold water.  
Mr. Arnold replied that they still have water in them, but we do not have the structure to get that 
water.  It would be quite the expense to get to that water.   
 
C.2 Finance Director- Amberle Jenkins:  
 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 
 
C.3 Fire Chief- JB Kimble: Chief Kimble had a good meeting with the Mental Wellness program and 
working with Orion Strategies to recruit volunteers.  Upcoming meeting with nationally known 
recruiter on 11/21-22/2024 at the Event Center.  Chief Kimble stated that we have our first two 
members of the Junior Firefighter Program.  Scott Preston is the coordinator.  He was offered 
welcome and thanks by the Council.  This program can be including in the accreditation report.   
 

          C.4 City Attorney- Tom O’Neill:  Deferred to Strategic Issues.      
 

D.     Correspondence & Information     
           D.1 Notice Accepting Applications Buckhannon Police Civil Service Commission 
 

NOTICE 
THE POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISION 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON, WEST VIRGINIA 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Police Civil Service Commission of the City of Buckhannon will now accept 
applications for competitive examination for the eligibility list for entry-level police officer in the Police 
Department of the City of Buckhannon, subject to the following requirements: 

1. Applicants must at least be 18 years of age. 
2. Must have High School diploma or GED equivalent. All transcripts are required and submitted with the 

application. 
3. Applicants will be subject to background checks. 
4. Applicants must have a valid West Virginia Driver’s License. 
5. Applicants must comply with all other laws, rules and regulations as prescribed in writing by the Code of 

the State of West Virginia and the Police Civil Service Commission of Buckhannon, West Virginia.  Copies 
of the current written rules and regulations of said Commission are available for inspection by any 
member of the public at City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV during regular business hours. 

 

A required physical agility test and written examination will be administered as part of the application process.  
The top three scores will be sent to the city council for an interview where a hiring decision may be made. 

Candidates that are successfully hired will be subject to residency requirements, drug tests, physical, psychological 
and polygraph examination. 

All applications must be received by the Commission at City Hall; or alternatively be postmarked, addressed to the 
Police Civil Service Commission, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201, no later than 4:30 p.m. or 
postmarked by 12:00 midnight on August 30, 2024. Details may also be found on the City of Buckhannon website 
—www.buckhannonwv.org 



Application forms may be obtained from City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201 or Buckhannon 
Police Department, Buckhannon WV 26201 by calling 304-472-5723. You may also email 
timsmith@buckhannonpolice.com for a copy of the application. 

Randall Sanders, Clerk Police Civil Service Commission 

D.2 Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-June 2024 
 

 Cats brought in by City Trapper   4   
 Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer  0 
 Cats brought in by County Residents   60 
  Dogs brought by Animal Control Officer  9 
 Dogs brought in by County Residents   20 

 
           D.3 FOIA Request-Frank Curry w/ FOIA Buddy Co- BPD’s invoices, statements for software, 

internet, cell, cloud services 

 
 
           D.4 FOIA Request-Hinzman Law, PLLC-74 S. Kanawha St-Code Enforcement Division Records 

 
 
 

 



E.     Consent Agenda  
          E.1 Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting 07/11/24, Special Joint Session with SYCC BOD’s 

07/11/24 
 
Motion by McCauley/Bucklew to accept minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.   

           
E.2 Approval of Building and Wiring Permits 
 

                       Permit Fee Report #76260-76289  
 

07/11/2024 - 07/31/2024 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt Name 

Applic
ant 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contractor 

Descripti
on 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electri
cal 

Proper
ty 

Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspec
tion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histo
ric 

Prop
erty 

Flo
od 
Zo
ne 
Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Eleva
tion 

Certifi
cate 

FEMA 
Acces
sory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7627
8 

Woody's 
Venture 
LLC 

24 N 
Florida 
St 

WORRY FREE 
ELECTRIC LLC 

Replaceme
nt 
Hazardous 
Electrical 
Violation 
as per 
Code 
Requireme
nts 

40,342.
02 

100.0
0 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

7627
3 

JODY 
LIGHT 

102 E 
MAIN 
ST 
UNIT 6 

TWISTED WIRE RECONNEC
T 
INSPECTIO
N 
WO#7705
99526 

1,000.0
0 

100.0
0 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

No  Yes Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevati
on 
Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

     41,342
.02 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7627
7 

Woody's 
Venture 
LLC 

24 N 
Florida 
St 

SUPERIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL/
ASBESTOS 

Demo 
Damaged 
Wood 
Flooring -
Replaceme
nt as per 
Code 
Requireme
nts 

2,000.0
0 

19.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 

7627
6 

CHASE 
BANK 

32 E 
MAIN 
ST 

CENTIMARK CORP REROOF-
OVERLAY 

190,325
.00 

1,046.
79 

 No  Yes N/A No No 

7627
4 

Preston 
Rice 

67 1/2 
S 
Kanawh
a St 

ELITE ROOFING 
LLC 

Re Roof 
Shingles 

7,500.0
0 

71.25  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No    

     199,82
5.00 

1,137
.04 

       

Group Total: 3 

Group: Demolition 

7627
0 

St 
Joseph's 
Hospital 

19 
Franklin 
St 

RECLAIM 
COMPANY LLC 

Razing two 
story 
structure 

10,500.
00 

20.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevati
on 
Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

     10,500
.00 

20.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: No Charge 

7627
1 

AMY 
SUMMER
FIELD  

90 
BARBO
UR ST 

 ADA 
WHEELCH
AIR RAMP 

0.00 0.00  No 7/17/2
024 

No N/A No No 



     0.00 0.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7628
8 

TOM 
THACKER 

1 
COLLEG
E AVE 

 PLACING A 
4'X5' 
BUILDING/
SHED 
AGAINIST 
BUILDING 
(BLDING 
WAS 
ORGINIAL
LY PLACED 
WITHOUT 
A PERMIT 
AND 
NEEDED 
MOVED 
BACK TO 
MEET 
ZONING 
REQUIREM
ENTS) 

100.00 10.00  No 7/31/2
024 

Yes N/A No No 

7628
9 

DAVID 
GODWIN 

109 
ISLAND 
AVE 

 6FT 
ALUMINUM 
FENCE 

3,000.0
0 

33.00  No 7/31/2
024 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevati
on 
Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7628
7 

SHALLE 
ZIRKLE 

126 E 
MAIN 

 METAL 
OVER 
SHINGLES 
-NOT 
DISTURBI
NG ROOF 

7,800.0
0 

85.80  No  Yes N/A No No 

7628
4 

DALE 
SHANNO
N 

1 
ELIZAB
ETH ST 

Sunny Side 
Construction 

REPLACIN
G ROTTEN 
RAFTERS 

0.00 10.00    Yes N/A No  

7628
5 

Ralph 
Miller 

6 
Gilbert 
St 

 Expand 
existing 
concrete 
pad under 
porch roof 

2,000.0
0 

22.00  No  No N/A No No 

7628
6 

Ralph 
Miller 

6 
Gilbert 
St 

 Extend 
existing 
concrete 
pad under 
porch roof 

2,000.0
0 

16.50    No  No  

7628
2 

ROBERT 
STELL 

12 
TUCKER 

Sunny Side 
Construction 

METAL 
OVER 
SHINGLES 

8,000.0
0 

88.00  No  No N/A No No 

7628
3 

FRANCES 
HEATER 

115 
RANDO
LPH  

 METAL 
OVER 
EXISTING 
ROOF 

4,482.8
8 

49.31  No  No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevati
on 
Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7628
0 

HELEN 
SUMMER
S 

31 
LINCOL
N WAY 

LEIGH 
ENTERPRISES LLC  

REROOF- 
REPLACE 
SHINGLES 
WITH 
SHINGLES 

19,000.
00 

209.0
0 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7628
1 

ROBERT 
HARSH 

106 
CAMDE
N 

 REROOF 3,200.0
0 

35.20  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7627
2 

HELEN 
SUMMER
S  

31 
LINCOL
N WAY 

LEIGH 
ENTERPRISES LLC  

BATHROO
M 
REMODEL 
& 
SHOWER 
INSTALL 

7,000.0
0 

77.00  No  No N/A No No 

7626
9 

JENNIFE
R METZ 

77 W 
LINCOL
N 

ELITE ROOFING 
LLC 

REROOF 15,200.
00 

167.2
0 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 



7626
6 

Janet 
Lonas 

4 
Morning 
Drive 

 Deck 
14'x14' & 
6' Barrier 
around hot 
tub w/ 
locking 
gate 

4,000.0
0 

44.00   7/15/2
024 

No N/A No  

7626
7 

Sara 
Fincham 

33 
Upper 
Dr 

Holeshot 
Handyman LLC 

Rear Deck 
10'x24 & 6' 
Barricade 
around 
pool w/ 
locking 
gate 

1,500.0
0 

16.50   7/12/2
024 

No N/A No  

7626
8 

Bruce 
Depew 

61 
Upper 
Dr 

WRIGHT ROOFING 
LLC 

Replace 
Trusses, 
Re-Roof, 
Add New 
Porch Roof 
& Siding 

50,000.
00 

350.0
0 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

7/16/2
024 

No N/A No  

7626
3 

Brown 60 
Boggess 
St 

SUPERIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL/
ASBESTOS 

Re-Roof 
2sq 
Shingles 

1,000.0
0 

11.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A   

7626
4 

Lynne 
Rexroad 

3 
Lincoln 
Heights 

SUPERIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL/
ASBESTOS 

Re-Roof 24,000.
00 

216.0
0 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A   

7626
5 

JEFF 
IRWIN  

76 E 
MAIN 
ST  

Bath Fitter Ohio 
Bath Solutions LLC 

REPLACE 
EXISTING 
TUB WITH 
ACRYLIC 
TUB AND 
SURROUN
D WALL 
CONNECTI
NG TO 
EXISTING 
VALUE 
AND 
SUPPLY 
LINES 

10,506.
00 

115.5
6 

   Yes Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevati
on 
Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7626
0 

AUTUMN 
SANDY 

107 
BARBO
UR 

BLUELIGHT 
CONTRACTING 

REROOF-
REPLACE 
SHINGLES 
WITH 
SHINGLES 

9,950.0
0 

109.4
5 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7626
1 

SHALLE 
ZIRKLE 

126 E 
MAIN 
ST 

ABC ROOFING  REROOF 11,650.
00 

128.1
5 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

  N/A No No 

7626
2 

BRENDA 
CASTO 

85 
SMITHF
IELD 

 LAYING 
DOWN 
HARDWOO
D 
FLOORING 

500.00 10.00  No  Yes N/A No No 

     184,88
8.88 

1,803
.67 

       

Group Total: 21 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7627
9 

DON 
ONESTO 

22 
PINNEL 
STREET 

Tygart Electric LLC SERVICE 
UPGRADE 

6,173.0
0 

100.0
0 

B2 
Single 
Family 
Reside
ntial 
(500 sq 
ft) 

  No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevati
on 
Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

7627
5 

BRUCE 
DEPEW 

61 
UPPER 
DRIVE 

MARK PARRACK ELECTRIC
AL 
UPGRADE 

2,200.0
0 

100.0
0 

B2 
Single 
Family 
Reside
ntial 
(500 sq 
ft) 

No  No N/A No No 

     8,373.
00 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 



7626
8 

Bruce 
Depew 

61 
Upper 
Dr 

WRIGHT ROOFING 
LLC 

Replace 
Trusses, 
Re-Roof, 
Add New 
Porch Roof 
& Siding 

50,000.
00 

20.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

7/16/2
024 

No N/A No  

7626
6 

Janet 
Lonas 

4 
Morning 
Drive 

 Deck 
14'x14' & 
6' Barrier 
around hot 
tub w/ 
locking 
gate 

4,000.0
0 

20.00   7/15/2
024 

No N/A No  

7626
7 

Sara 
Fincham 

33 
Upper 
Dr 

Holeshot 
Handyman LLC 

Rear Deck 
10'x24 & 6' 
Barricade 
around 
pool w/ 
locking 
gate 

1,500.0
0 

20.00   7/12/2
024 

No N/A No  

     55,500
.00 

60.00        

Group Total: 3 

     500,42
8.90 

3,420
.71 

       

 

 

Total Records: 33 7/31/2024 
 

 
Motion by McCauley/Zuliani to accept as presented.  Motion carried with Council member 
Reger abstaining.   

 
          E.3 Approval of Payment of the Bills 

 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 
Motion by McCauley/Bucklew to approve payment of bills as presented.  Motion carries 
unanimously.  

                    
F.      Strategic Issues for Discussion and/or Vote 

F.1 Request Traffic Flow Management -WVWC Students Move-In Day on 08/17/2024:  This 
would only affect Meade and Camden.  The college also requests assistance by the VIPS and 
Department of Homeland Security, Steve Wykoff.   
 
RE: Request to Modify Traffic Arrangements for West Virginia Wesleyan College New Student Move-in Day on 
August 17, 2023 
 
I am writing to formally request a temporary alteration to the traffic configuration on Meade Street during the 
upcoming West Virginia Wesleyan College New Student Move-in Day, scheduled for Saturday, August 17, 2023. This 
adjustment aims to alleviate potential traffic congestion for our new students as they settle into their respective 
dormitories. 



 
Specifically, we kindly ask for Meade Street to be designated as a one-way road commencing at the intersection of 
College and Meade, leading toward Camden Avenue. This temporary alteration would be in effect from 7:00 AM until 
11:30 AM on the specified date. 
 
In conjunction with this request, we propose the placement of barriers at strategic intersections to regulate traffic flow. 
These barriers would be positioned at Camden & Meade, Meade & College, and Main & College corners. The 
suggested time frame for the deployment of these barriers is from 7:00 AM to noon on August 17th. This timeline 
aligns with the expectation that the majority of students will have completed their move-in process by noon. 
 
Mr. Wykoff, we would greatly appreciate the support of your VIPS staff, should their schedule allow, to facilitate the 
management of traffic during this period. Their expertise would be invaluable in ensuring a smooth flow of vehicles 
and pedestrians. 
 
To enhance the effectiveness of our traffic management efforts, approximately 100 members from our fraternities and 
sororities will be on hand to assist new students with their move-in. A subset of these volunteers will be positioned at 
key street corners to provide guidance and directions. I will personally oversee these operations and remain 
accessible throughout the morning. You can reach me directly on my cell phone at 304-642-2001. Additionally, the 
911 center has my contact information, given my oversight responsibilities for the fraternity houses. 
 
Thank you for considering our request to address potential traffic congestion during the Freshmen Move-in on 
Saturday, August 17. Your assistance is highly valued and essential in ensuring a smooth and welcoming experience 
for our new students. Attached you will find the Orientation Schedule. 
 
With sincere gratitude from West Virginia Wesleyan College, 
 
John Bohman MAT `90 
Director of Campus Safety & Security 
 
Motion by Bucklew/Reger to approve traffic flow arrangement as requested by WVWC on 
Students Move-In Day on 08/17/2024.  Motion carries unanimously.  
 
F.2 Authorization to Advertise to Hire Street Department Laborer Position 
 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON STREET DEPARTMENT ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

The City of Buckhannon Street Department is accepting applications until  Friday, August 30, 2024 for the position 
of one full-time laborer.   

Construction experience will be preferred. 

Benefits include health insurance and participation in Public Employee Retirement System. 

Candidates 

 Must be 18 years of age or older. 
 Possess a valid WV driver license 
 Possess a High School diploma or equivalent 
 Must be in good physical condition.  This job includes but is not limited to lifting, climbing, mowing and 

weed eating. 

Eligible candidates will be subject to a background check and drug test. 

Applications may be obtained at City Hall, 70 E Main St, Buckhannon WV, Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

The City of Buckhannon is an EEOC employer committed to the principle of equal opportunity for all qualified 
persons. 

Amberle Jenkins 
Assistant Recorder 
City of Buckhannon 
 
Motion to advertise for the position of  laborer for Street Department by Bucklew/Thomas.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 

          F.3 Mark Cogar Retirement- Legacy Leave:  Mr. Cogar’s Legacy Leave will take him through mid-
December.   

 
 Motion by McCauley/Reger to approve Legacy Leave for Mr. Cogar. Motion carried 

unanimously with acknowledgment of his hard work and our thanks.  
 

F.4 Call for Election-Official Levy Ballot Charles Gibson Public Library:  Actual levy will not 
take place until fiscal years beginning 07/01/2026.  It will generate approximately $115,000 a year 
for maintenance and operations of the library. If it failed, we would have one more opportunity to 
pass it.   



 

 
 

 
 
Motion by Thomas/McCauley to call for Election-Official Levy Ballot for Charles Gibson 
Public Library.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 



          F.5 Approval Mapping Plotter Lease Agreement with HP Financial Services-DayCad:  It would 
cost $1400 to repair the eight year old plotter.  A new plotter, the monthly lease with maintenance 
policy would be $318. The fee agreement will be divided upon the four departments.  It is 
recommended by both City Engineer Jay Hollen and City Finance Director Amberle Jenkins to enter 
into a lease agreement.   

 

 
 
 Motion by Thomas/Reger to approve the lease agreement for Mapping Plotter with HP 

Financial Services-DayCad.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

F.6 Approval Ordinance No. 469 Vacating Three (3) Alleys: Silverbells Lane, Snowgoose Lane 
& Stewart Lane- 1st Reading:  The ordinance was read.  This is part of the property exchange with 
WVWC.  We are having difficulty getting plot survey from Mr. Bennett.  He said it would be available 
last month, but it is still not available.  Hope that it will be available quite soon.  These are paper 
alleys.  Council member McCauley prepared the Memorandum of Understanding in May 2022, while 
not serving on City Council.  There was some discussion of the water line, and WVWC said they 
would be responsible for moving the line.  City Attorney Thomas O’Neill said that would be stated in 
the deed.  Council member Reger asked if there are other surveyors who could do this work since it 
has been delayed by Mr. Bennett not meeting agreed upon deadlines.  If Mr. Bennett cannot deliver 
within the next week, Mr. O’Neill plans to ask for deposit back and ask Potesta & Associates to the 
survey.  We will need an ordinance for additional property swap.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 469 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE VACATING THREE (3) 
CERTAIN ALLEYS SITUATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

 
 

 WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 463, the City of Buckhannon authorized the exchange of certain 

properties between the City and West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc., a West Virginia non-profit 

corporation; and,  

 WHEREAS, in addition to the exchange of properties as contemplated in said Ordinance, which 

has been fully enacted and has taken effect as of June 15, 2023, the City agreed to vacate three certain 

alleys which abut property owned by West Virginia Wesleyan College; and,  



 WHEREAS, it is now ripe for the Council of the City of Buckhannon to consider vacating said alleys; 

and,  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 5(1) of the West 

Virginia Code, as amended, the City is specifically authorized and empowered to vacate, discontinue and 

close streets, avenues, roads, alleys, ways, and sidewalks; and,  

 WHEREAS, when a public street, way, or alley is closed, discontinued, or vacated, title thereto is 

vested in the adjoining property owners in equal portions divided by the center line thereof; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the statutes 

of the State of West Virginia and particularly with the immediately hereinbefore referenced state statutes 

insofar as the closing of alleys is concerned. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the 

following findings: 

(1) The Council has previously adopted Ordinance No. 463, which provides – in part – for the 

vacating of all or part of three alleys within the corporate limits of the City of Buckhannon, which abut 

properties currently owned by West Virginia Wesleyan College; 

(2) The subject alleys are described in Ordinance No. 463 as follows:  

a) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk 

trail to a point 178 feet south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

b) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south 

of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

c) Stewart Lane 

ARTICLE II – DISCONTINUANCE, CLOSING, AND VACATION OF ALLEYS: 

 The Council of the City of Buckhannon, pursuant to its authority under West Virginia Code Chapter 

8, Article 12, Section 5(1), does hereby vacate, discontinue, and close the following roads, alleys, and ways 

situate and located within the corporate limits of the City of Buckhannon: 

a) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk 

trail to a point 178 feet south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

b) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south 

of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

c) Stewart Lane 

 ARTICLE III - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

___________. 

FIRST READING: August 1, 2024 

SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION: ____________ 



 
 

______________________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 469 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on _______________. 
 

______________________________ 
Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    

 
 
Motion to pass as read on first read by Reger/Bucklew.  Motion passed unanimously with 
Dave Thomas abstaining.   
 

          F.7 Discussion/Possible Action Authorization to Sign Buckhannon Housing Authority 
Environmental Review-HUD Program:  We exchanged information with Region 7.  It states that 
BHA is not in a flood plan; however, one building touches the flood plan, and one building is in it.  
They will need to investigate LOMA.   

 

 



 
 
 Motion by McCauley/Thomas to sign the Environmental Review with a note about the 

buildings that are either touching or in the floodplain area.   
 
F.8 Approval City of Buckhannon Appointments-Planning Commission, Colonial Arts Center 
Board FY 2024/2025:  Virginia Croaff is moving out of city limits, so her seat on the Planning 
Commission needs filled.  Mayor Skinner recommends asking Jena Fealey to fill the unexpired term.  
 
Motion by Bucklew/Thomas to appoint Jena Fealey to the Planning Commission, unexpired 
term FY 2024/2027 .  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Keith Buchanan’s seat on the CAC Board is now open.  Mayor Skinner recommends Morgen Miller. 
 
Motion by Thomas/Zuliani to appoint Morgen Miller to the Colonial Arts Center Board.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
F.9 Planning Commission Recommendation to Appoint a Working Group to research issues 
regarding short term rentals:  The recommendation from the Planning Commission is to have a 
Working Group to research issues regarding short term rentals.  Mr. McCauley stated that Nancy 
Shobe and Don Nestor have both been vocal regarding this issue, and he suggests one or both of 
them to be on the Working Group and that Mr. O’Neill lead the group.  Mayor Skinner suggests a 
group of five members.  Anything coming out of this group would be a recommendation.  Mr. O’Neill 
says we need to listen to residents of R1 regarding their concerns, to work with them while 
following state laws.  Martinsburg has a good plan.  We can address through other means such as 
current ordinances (noise ordinance, etc).  We cannot restrict but we can regulate short-term, but 
only as we regulate all residences.  Mr. McCauley stated that previously Robert Karnes said that 
running an Airbnb is not a business – do they require state license or city license?  At the next City 
Council meeting, the committee appointments will be on the agenda for approval.  
 
No action taken. 
 
F.10 Approval Ordinance No. 470 Adoption of Policy: Liability Insurance for Reserved Use of 
City Facilities for Events Open to the Public-1st Reading:  Currently, the city has policy requiring 
liability insurance for any large open-to-the-public events.  In discussion with Mr. O’Neill, it seems 
prudent to memorialize this in an ordinance.  Consolidated Public Works Board has voted to 
continue policy as we have observed it.  Mr. O’Neill has prepared words.  This is a draft, poised for 
first read.  It is not looking at birthday parties of a dozen people, but large groups where the public 
is welcome.  Mr. McCauley stated that other entities can offer their coverage to sponsor another 
entity.   
 
No action taken.   
 
F.11 Approval to Request for Bids BFD Breathing Apparatus (SCBA): The current Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBA) equipment was purchased second hand and is probably 25 years old.  This would 
be an expense of $250,000.  This would need financing.  
 
Motion by McCauley/Thomas to request bids for BFD Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS FOR BUCKHANNON FIRE DEPARTMENT BREATHING APPARATUS 

 
The City of Buckhannon will be accepting sealed bids for breathing apparatus for the Buckhannon Fire 
Department.  



Sealed bids will be received until August 23, 2024 at 11:00 am in Buckhannon City Hall, 70 E. Main St, 
Buckhannon, WV 26201. All bids will be sealed and clearly marked “Sealed Bid for Buckhannon Fire 
Department Breathing Apparatus.” 

 

A complete bid packet may be obtained at Buckhannon City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201 
from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday –Friday. 

The City of Buckhannon has the right to reject any and all bids. 

Contact City Hall at 304-472-1651 with any questions. 

 
G.     Comments and Announcements 
          G.1 Pamela Bucklew: Congratulations to Marcus and Jared.  I am very happy with the Junior 

Firefighter Program.  I did hear a rumor that there was only one police officer patrolling at night.  
Mayor Skinner reported that this was due to one being out on medical leave and the need to hire.  It 
is definitely not standard practice to only have one patrolling.   

 
          G.2 David McCauley:  While at the Planning Commission, Robert Karnes used the phrase that 

“Buckhannon is not business friendly.”  Back in 2016, complaints were made that the permit 
process was hard.  We have streamlined those.  We have some of the lowest utility prices in the 
state.  Mr. Karnes gave no specific statistics to back this up, was just offering anecdotal talk.  Mayor 
Skinner stated that in his previous position as Director of Upshur County Development Authority, 
this was a topic of conversation – we do not attract some businesses because we are not near an 
interstate, we are under 10,000 population, school system problems; all external factors that we 
cannot control.   

 
 A few months ago, we passed ordinances to raise the Fire and Police Fees for city residents and 

businesses.  I voted with the understanding that we will get the First Due Fee.  Now that the Fire & 
Police Fees will be on the next bills sent to city customers, we need to work on First Due.  Kristi 
Tenney asked that the City Council meet with County Commission.  It is the time to work on this.  
Mr. Reger said if they have a better suggestion on how to approach First Due, then we should meet.  
If they just want us to wait, then we do not need to meet.  BFD Chief JB Kimble stated that costs 
have exploded for equipment.  Mr. McCauley stated that things that have needed done such as work 
on streets and parks have not been done so that we could support the fire department.   

   
          G.3 Jack Reger: Congratulations to Mark Cogar on his retirement.  
 
          G.4 David Thomas:  I support what others have already said.  I have received at least five phone 

calls stating “You have been overpaying your utility bills.  Please press 1” etc., which are obviously 
scam calls, so I encourage everyone to be cautious.  I want to reiterate that we live in a great town.  
Have a great day!  

 
          G.5 Robert Zuliani:  Before I even won the election, I had people asking me if they have residences 

in both the city and the county, where do they vote.  Mayor Skinner explained that it is based on 
where you live, not just what you own.  That is a state legislature rule.  It is different sometimes in 
other places, but in Upshur County, Buckhannon is the only municipality.   

           
  
H.     Mayor’s Comments and Announcements: Nothing. 

 
I.      Executive Session –Personnel Matters Per WV Code § 6-9A-4:  At 8:35 pm, there was a motion 

to adjourn into executive session.  Regular session of the City Council meeting adjourned.  
 

J.     Adjournment: Motion to adjourn out of Executive Session. Motion carried. 
 
 

                                                                                                   
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                           ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders              ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 


