
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, October 17, 2024, at 7:00 
p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM 
indicates by GoToMeeting*):  
 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner  Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member     Pam Bucklew  Present 
Council Member     Jack Reger  Present - GTM 
Council Member     Robert Zuliani  Present 
Council Member     David Thomas  Present 
Council Member     Vacant   N/A 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present 
Buckhannon Police Department   Chief Matt Gregory Present 
Director of Public Works    Jerry Arnold  Present 
Director of Public Works    Ethan Crosten  Present 
Mayor’s Office      Barbara Hinkle  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Present 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Absent 
MyBuckhannon.com     Brian Bergstrom Present - GTM 
Record Delta      Noah Jeffries  Present 
 
Guests: Jerry Henderson; Jody Light; Tammy Reger, Chamber of Commerce; Sara Aylestock; Erica 
Bennet, BPD Peer Liaison; Joe Hughes – GTM.  

 
     Council of the City of Buckhannon 

Public Meeting Agenda 7:00 PM Thursday, October 17, 2024 
Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 

 
 Call to Order 

 
 Moment of Silent Reflection 

 
 Reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 10/3/2024 

 
 Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

o See Full Listing in Council Packet 
 

 Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

 Recognition of Guests 
o Representatives from Upshur County Schools – Red Ribbon Week 

 
 Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins 

o Approval of Bill Payments 
o Approval of Financing – Fire Department Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus 

 
 Public Works Report – Directors of Public Works, Jerry Arnold, and Ethan Crosten 

 
 City Police Report – Chief Matthew Gregory 

o Police Civil Service Commission Report and Recommendation 
o Select Date and Time to Interview Candidates for Hire 

 
 City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill 
o Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 Alleyways; Property Swap with W.V.W.C. 
o Ordinance #471 – First Due Fire Protection Fees Implementation 
o Ordinance #472 – Modifying Rates for Fire Protection Service Fees 

 
 Old Business Discussions: 

o Schedule a Town Hall Meeting & Welcome Prime 6 to Buckhannon 
 

 New Business Discussions: 
o Human Resources Management – Council to Decide – Position or Firm 
o Fill Vacant City Council Seat – Council to Decide Method 
o Recommendation from Technology Committee- Staffing In-House (IT) Information 

                                     Technology 
o Building and Wiring Permits – Council to Approve 

 
 Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 

 



 Executive Session – Property and Personnel Matters Per WV Code § 6-9A-4 
 Declaration of Adjournment 

 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on Friday, October 11, 2024. Participation was available via this link*: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/804282709, or by calling (872) 240-3212, access code: 804-282-709. 
 
Call to Order: At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the October 17, 2024, meeting of the 
Buckhannon City Council to order. 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection – Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to join in a moment of 
silent reflection.  
 
Reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance - Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to join in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 10/3/2024 – Mayor Skinner recognized the minutes of 
10/03/2024 and asked for corrections or approval as presented. 
 
Zuliani/Reger motioned to approve the minutes of 10/03/2024 as presented.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Mayor Skinner presented and reviewed 
the report of events and correspondence: 
 

o FOIA Request from SBA Communication re: Applications for New Cellular Tower 
o Buckhannon VIPS 10th Anniversary Meet & Greet 10/23/24 6:00 pm-8:00 pm at 

PSC 
o Charles Gibson Library Director’s Report-October 2024 
o Make It Shine Event at the Transfer Station, 444 Mud Lick Rd 10/19/24, 7:30 

am-3:00 pm 
o Trunk-or-Treat at the Public Safety Complex 10/28/24 6:30 pm-8:30 pm 
o Trick-or-Treat in City Limits 10/31/24 6:00 pm-7:30 pm 
o Veteran’s Day Parade 11/11/24 10 am 
o Tire Collection Event at Public Works Facility 395 Mud Lick Rd 11/16/24 9:00 

am-3:00 pm 
o Resignation from Council Member David W. McCauley and Removal from All City 

of Buckhannon Boards and Committees Effective 10/08/24  
o Paving Services Completion Certification 

 
Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested  
 
Bucklew/Sanders motioned to open the public comments period of the meeting.  The motion 
carried. 
 
There were no persons who wished to present public comments. 
 
Sanders/Reger motioned to close the public comments period of the meeting.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Recognition of Guests - Representatives from Upshur County Schools—Red Ribbon Week - 
Mayor Skinner recognized Sara Aylestock, representing Upshur County Schools, and presented her 
with the Red Ribbon Week proclamation. 

 

 
Red Ribbon Week Proclamation 

October 23 - 31, 2024 
 

Whereas, recovery and abstinence from alcohol and other drug use is emphasized in West Virginia; It is 
imperative that visible, unified prevention education efforts by community members be continued to 
eliminate the effects of drugs and their use; and  
 
Whereas, the National Red Ribbon Campaign is offering citizens the opportunity to demonstrate their 
commitment to healthy lifestyles including no drug use; and will be celebrating such during National Red 
Ribbon Week, October 23- 31, 2024.  
Whereas, the City of Buckhannon further commits its resources to ensure the success of the Red Ribbon 
Campaign; 



 
Now Therefore Be It Resolved, That the City of Buckhannon does hereby proclaim October 23- 31, 2024, as 
Red Ribbon Week and encourages its citizens to participate in drug prevention education activities, making a 
visible statement that we are strongly committed to a healthy, drug free state.  
 

Given under my hand & official seal of 
                                       The City of Buckhannon, this 17th day of October, 2024 
 

Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor         
City of Buckhannon 

 
 
Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins – Mrs. Jenkins presented the current 
financial reports. 

 
 
 
Approval of Bill Payments – Mrs. Jenkins presented the following bills for payment approval by 
the City Council.  A Q & A followed: 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 
Sanders/Reger motioned to approve the payment of bills.  The motion carried. 
 
Approval of Financing - Fire Department Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus—Mrs. Jenkins 
presented the recommended financing terms for the Fire Department Self-Contained Breathing 
Apparatus. 1st Community Bank provided the best financing terms, 3.99% for seven years. Mayor 
Skinner recused himself from the discussion.  Recorder Sanders asked the Council for a motion on 
the proposed financing. 
 
Thomas/Bucklew motioned to accept the proposed financing terms of 3.99% for seven years 
from 1st Community Bank for the Fire Department Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus. The 
motion carried, with Skinner abstaining.  
 
Public Works Report – Directors of Public Works, Jerry Arnold, and Ethan Crosten – Ethan 
Crosten presented the Public Works Report as follows: 
 

 Jerry Arnold and Mr. Crosten spoke with the Encova Insurance representative to review 
incidents over the past two years.  The rep was impressed with the City’s minimal incidents 
overall and happy with our operations.  
 

Street: 
 There is approximately 90 feet of fencing left to be installed at the City Park. All lines on the 

basketball court are complete except the 3-point line. It and the pickleball courts will be 
completed once the weather is cooperative.  

 The police impound lot was paved, and a portion of the street facility lot was paved.  
 We have been swapping truck beds and completing necessary equipment maintenance 

during some of the poor weather. 
 Paving occurred on Eastmain Street and Franklin Street and will occur on Cleveland Avenue 

immediately after. The weather pushed back paving this week, but it will be completed during 
the next dry/warm period.  

 
Waste:  

 The Make It Shine Event is this Saturday at the Transfer Station.  
 Tire Amnesty Day is November 16th at the Street Department facility. 

 
Sewer: 

 We have been making several taps this month and catching up on necessary maintenance 
procedures.  

 We completed a small storm sewer project with the Ritchie Street project. 
 We continue progressing on the clarifier while waiting for the bull gear to be rebuilt.   
 Cody Tenney passed his Class III wastewater operator exam. 

 
Water: 

 The Water Department is working along Island Avenue.  
 The crews have been working to install feeders from the ARPA funding, with the first one 

being installed. 
 The operators have moved to a 4-man rotation, with Eric Thomason passing his Class IV 

operators’ test.   
 
Engineering: 



 ARPA – Tennerton Booster Station – Preparing Contract B punch list for tasks that need to be 
completed.  

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 2 - The site meeting for the security fence 
installation is now scheduled for the week of 10-20-2024. Once the materials are ordered, the 
project will take two days to complete.   

 Stockert Youth & Community Center Multi-Use Facility Project - Replacing the existing gym’s 
tile floor is currently out to bid. The Bid Opening is scheduled for October 28, 2024, at 1:30 
PM.   

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Morton Avenue—We are currently 
working on the Force Account options (Use of City staff and equipment) required by the 
WVDOH to show the city's project completion efficiency.   

 CMH Development Utility Project—Work will begin early to mid-December 2024. The 
sanitary sewer phase will be completed first, followed by the waterline phase, which is 
expected in spring 2025.   

 
 
City Police Report – Chief Matthew Gregory – Chief Gregory provided the following 
department report: 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 



Police Civil Service Commission Report and Recommendation – The following candidates for 
the interviews for probationary police officer were presented: 
 
October 17, 2024 
Mayor and City Council Members, 

Re: Approval of candidates per the Police Civil Service Commission to interview for probationary police 

officer: 

A Police Civil Service Commission meeting was held on September 28, 2024 to update and certify the current 

list of eligibles for submittal of three (3) candidates to City Council for hiring consideration. City Council has 

authorized identification of the top three candidates to arrange for the interviews and make a hiring decision. 

Upon completion of the Buckhannon Police Civil Service Commission requirements, we are pleased to 

advance and certify the following candidates for your consideration as probationary Buckhannon Police 

Officers; 

 
1. Christopher Dale Spotloe  86.74% 

2. Christopher Henrey Lee Claus  81.70% 

3. Michael Allen Haymond  80.11%                  

In the event that one of these candidates declines or is unwilling to be available, then the next top scoring 
candidate(s) will be moved to the certified list.   

4. Andrew Dewayne Hathaway  72.41% 

Commissioner   Karl Kolenich      
Commissioner       Geraldine Henderson                                                                                    
Commissioner        Mark Spencer                              
City Recorder   Randall Sanders  
 
 
Sanders/Reger motioned to accept the report and recommendation from the Police Civil 
Service Commission as presented, which includes the names of three candidates to interview 
for the probationary police officer position. The motion carried. 
 
Thomas/Zuliani motioned to set the probationary police officer position interview date and 
time as Monday, October 28, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. to interview the named candidates on 
October 28, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. The motion carried.  
 
Chief Gregory introduced Erica Bennett, the Peer Liaison for the Buckhannon Police Department, 
who provided an overview of her work with the BPD. Following the presentation, the City Council 
members participated in a Q&A, with Ms. Bennett, with Chief Gregory giving additional program 
details. 
 
City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill – Mr. O’Neill reported that the items listed on the 
agenda were not ready for action but instead listed as work in progress (see below).  He did provide 
a report on the property swap with West Virginia Wesleyan College, noting that we had received an 
additional survey, which brings us closer to completing that deal.  He also reported on the First Due 
Fire Free moratorium (until June 30, 2025) by the WV State Legislature and the governor. RE: 
Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 Alleyways; Property Swap with W.V.W.C.; Ordinance #471 – First Due 
Fire Protection Fees Implementation; Ordinance #472 – Modifying Rates for Fire Protection Service 
Fees 
 
Old Business Discussions: 

o Schedule a Town Hall Meeting & Welcome Prime 6 to Buckhannon – Mayor Skinner 
reported that there was no action to take on this item as discussions with Prime 6 are 
ongoing. 
 

New Business Discussions: 
o Human Resources Management – Council to Decide – Position or Firm – Mayor Skinner 

reviewed this item and led a discussion with the City Council.  A discussion took place with 
Mr. Reger voicing support for an individual so that we would have a person dedicated to the 
matters at hand immediately.  Mr. Zuliani asked about the cost differences between an 
individual and a company. The Mayor suggested that we look at both scenarios.  Amby 
Jenkins provided an overview of her time commitment to the HR and payroll services and 



how she feels the HR services could be handled.  Mr. Thomas asked that we wait a few 
months to see how other project costs develop. More discussion took place. 

 
Sanders/Reger motioned to explore hiring a dedicated full-time HR person for the City of 
Buckhannon.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

o Fill Vacant City Council Seat – Council to Decide Method – Mayor Skinner provided an 
overview of the situation and the options available to the City Council, with the following 
options:  1.) leave it vacant until the next regular election; 2.) appointing the next highest 
vote recipient from the most recent election; 3.) asking for application from interest person 
for the Council to consider.  Discussion occurred, with most Council members wanting to 
accept applications except for Mayor Skinner, who would prefer appointing the next highest 
vote recipient. 

 
Bucklew/Thomas motioned to open the selection from applications from interested persons 
that must be postmarked by October 26, 2024.  The motion carried. 
 

o Recommendation from Technology Committee- Staffing In-House (IT) Information 
Technology – Mayor Skinner provided an overview of the situation and the options 
available to the City Council. He recognized Amby Jenkins, Recorder Sanders, and Jerry 
Arnold, who all discussed the needs daily and the recommendations from the Technology 
Committee.  A Q&A from Council members took place. 

 
A meeting of the Technology Committee was held on October 8, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. at City Hall 
in Council Chambers with the following in attendance: 
Randy Sanders, Amby Jenkins, Jay Hollen, Barb Hinkle, Jerry Arnold, Ethan Crosten, Emiel 
Butcher, Phil Loftis, and by GTM Seth Hoffman. The following discussions took place: 
 
Amby ● Recap of the current situation 
 ● City has old equipment 
 ● City had a contract with Raven Rock, Raven Rock sold out to Lynx 
 ● City did a cyber security assessment 
 ● Current IT inventory needs reviewed 
 ● Do we need an IT person or contract the IT part out 
 ● Keep antivirus current 
 ● Should we look at equipment 
 
Jerry ● Supervisors should not be doing IT 
 ● Waste spent $10,000 and still does not have internet 
 ● We want our passwords 
 
Seth ● Suggests following HIPPA guidelines 
 
Butch ● Connectivity between buildings is one issue 
 ● Access is second issue 
 ● City is not and should not try to be an IT company 
 
Amby ● There is issues resulting from the PSC cyber security audit 
 
Seth ● City has 127 computers 
 
Butch ● City needs an IT person 
 
Phil ● City needs a refresh on its computer network 
 
Seth ● Suggests City contracts out the IT work 
 ● Suggests looking at 2 people 
 ● Looking at $75,000 for one person 
 
The committee had the following discussions regarding job description: 
 
Jerry ● Need someone to set up computers & plotters, maintaining servers, accessing servers 
 
Seth ● Need to have level 2 & level 3 networking 



 
Amby ● Phil is willing to assist with job description 
 
Butch ● Need to have general IT knowledge 
 ● Need to have networking knowledge 
 ● Need to have Windows knowledge 
 
After discussing the need of an IT person, it is the recommendation of the Technology 
Committee that the City hires an IT person. 
 
With nothing more to discuss the meeting ended at 2:55 p.m. 
 
 
Sanders/Reger motioned to explore hiring a dedicated full-time IT person for the City of 
Buckhannon.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

o Building and Wiring Permits – Council to Approve 
 

                             Permit Fee Report #76344-#76354 
 

       10/03/2024 - 10/16/2024 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applic
ant 

Name 

Applic
ant 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contractor 

Descripti
on 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electri
cal 

Proper
ty 

Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspec
tion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histo
ric 

Prop
erty 

Flo
od 
Zo
ne 
Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Eleva
tion 

Certifi
cate 

FEMA 
Acces
sory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7635
4 

M&H 
Apartm
ents -
Abe 
Broukh
a 

1 
Cambri
dge 
Heights
- 
Building 
4 ( 10 
Units) 

David L Beckner - 
Appalachian 
Environmental  

Inside 
Repairs/Re
model due 
to water 
damage 
from water 
line break 
sprinkler 
system- 
Building 4 
(10 Units) 

63,000.
00 

100.0
0 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No  

     63,000.
00 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7635
4 

M&H 
Apartm
ents -
Abe 
Broukh
a 

1 
Cambri
dge 
Heights
- 
Building 
4 ( 10 
Units) 

David L Beckner - 
Appalachian 
Environmental  

Inside 
Repairs/Re
model due 
to water 
damage 
from water 
line break 
sprinkler 
system- 
Building 4 
(10 Units) 

63,000.
00 

409.5
0 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No  

7635
0 

Commu
nity 
Care 
WV 

38 N 
Kanawh
a St 

VARIAN 
CONTRACTING 

Metal Roof 
Overlay 

51,122.
00 

332.2
9 

 No  Yes Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

 

7634
7 

SAM 
BAXA 

22 
KANAW
HA ST 

ULTIMATE 
ROOFING WV LLC 

GOING 
OVER A 
RUBBER 
ROOF 
WITH 
RUBBER 
*NOT 
REMOVING 
ANYTHING 

52,000.
00 

300.0
0 

 No  Yes Zon
e 
AE 

No No 

7634
6 

BKN 
HOUSI
NG 
AUTHO
RITY 

23 1/2 
HINKLE 
DR 

JD BUILDERS 
JOSHUA DEAN 

REMOVE 
SHINGLES 
REPLACIN
G WITH 
METAL 

22,900.
00 

194.6
5 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 



     189,02
2.00 

1,236
.44 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7635
2 

MARY 
MORRI
S  

 20 
REGER 
AVE 

 REFINISHI
NG 
HARDWOO
D FLOORS 

900.00 10.00  No  No N/A No No 

7635
3 

CHRIST
INE 
HESS 

16 1/2 
CLEVEL
AND 
AVE 

SUNRISE ROOFING METAL 
OVER 
SHINGLES 
*NOT 
DISTURBI
NG THE 
ROOF 

5,000.0
0 

55.00  No  No N/A No No 

7635
1 

JERRY 
COCHR
AN 

138 
BARBO
UR ST  

 INTERIOR 
REMODEL- 
REPLACE 
FLOORING 
ETC 

2,500.0
0 

27.50  No  No N/A No No 

7634
9 

EDWIN 
STATO
N 

9 
MYRNA 
ST 

JES BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS JES 
CONTRUCTION LLC 

CRAWLSPA
CE 
DRAINAGE 
(ALTERNA
TION) 
ALSO 
INSTALLIN
G A YARD 
WET 
WELL. OK 
PER 
SANITARY 
STORMWA
TER DEPT  

22,855.
61 

205.7
0 

 No 10/9/2
024 

No N/A No No 

7634
8 

LYNN 
LINDER 

4 
MEADE 
ST 

WINDOW WORLD 
OF FAIRMONT 

6 VINYL 
REPLACEM
ENT 
WINDOWS
, NOT 
CHANGING 
ANY 
OPENINGS 

4,505.0
0 

49.56  No  Yes Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7634
5 

PHIL 
WEAVE
R 

2 
MARIO
N ST 

SUPERIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL/
ASBESTOS 

REPLACE 
SHINGLES 
WITH 
SHINGLES- 
BACK 
PORCH 

1,000.0
0 

11.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7634
4 

TANYA 
FOSTER 

4 
GILBER
T ST 

 INTERIOR 
REMODEL 

10,000.
00 

90.00  No  No N/A No No 

     46,760.
61 

448.7
6 

       

Group Total: 7 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7634
9 

EDWIN 
STATO
N 

9 
MYRNA 
ST 

JES BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS JES 
CONTRUCTION LLC 

CRAWLSPA
CE 
DRAINAGE 
(ALTERNA
TION) 
ALSO 
INSTALLIN
G A YARD 
WET 
WELL. OK 
PER 
SANITARY 
STORMWA
TER DEPT  

22,855.
61 

20.00  No 10/9/2
024 

No N/A No No 

     22,855.
61 

20.00        

Group Total: 1 

     321,63
8.22 

1,805
.20 

       

 

 

Total Records: 13 10/17/2024 
 

 



 
Sanders/Bucklew motioned to approve the Building and Wiring permits.  The motion 
carried with Reger abstaining. 
 
Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
Pamela Bucklew: Mrs. Bucklew noted that she is happy we are moving towards an HR and IT 
person. 
   
Jack Reger: Mr. Reger commended Erica Bennet, the Peer Liaison, on her work and that of the BPD.  
He, too, is happy that we are moving towards an HR and IT person. 
 
Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas spoke of his concerns regarding some large expenditures that we may 
be implementing and that we must always continue to monitor the city's finances. 
 
Robert Zuliani: Mr. Zuliani had nothing further. 
 
Randall Sanders: Mr. Sanders thanked the evening meeting participants and Rodney Irvin of 
Channel 3 for his work. 
 
Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 
Mayor Robbie Skinner:  Mayor Skinner also thanked all who contributed to the meeting and 
reminded the Council of the need for an Executive Session. 
 
At 8:28 pm, Bucklew/Thomas motioned to move into Executive Session to discuss Property 
and Personnel Matters Per WV Code § 6-9A-4 .  The motion carried. 
 
At 9:15 p.m., Thomas/Bucklew motioned to leave the Executive Session. The motion carried. 
 
Mayor Skinner announced that the City Council had left an Executive Session without any decisions 
being made. 
 
At 9:16 p.m., Thomas made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


