
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Water Board was held on Thursday, September 12, 2024, at 
7:30 a.m. in Council Chambers at City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM is attendance by 
GoToMeeting):  
 
Robbie Skinner    Mayor       Present 
Randy Sanders    City Recorder      Present  
Dave McCauley    Board Member     Present  
David Thomas     Board Member     Present 
Don Nestor     Board Member     Present - GTM 
Erasmo Rizo     Board Member     Present - GTM 
Kelly Arnold     Water Superintendent     Present  
Jay Hollen     City Engineer      Present 
Jerry Arnold,     Director of Public Works    Absent 
Ethan Crosten    Director of Public Works   Present 
Amberle Jenkins    Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance  Present 
Barbara Hinkle    Mayor’s Office     Absent  
Jerry Myers    COB Water Plant    Absent 
 
Guests: Dave Sharp, Tom Ball (By GTM) of Potesta & Associates, Inc.; Shane Whitehair of Region VII 
 

City of Buckhannon Water Board – 7:30 AM at City Hall in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, September 12, 2024 

 
              A.  Call to Order 

                         A.1 Moment of Silence  
            A.2 Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America 
 

                 B.   Recognized Guests 
            B.1  
 

            C.     Financial Report-Amby Jenkins  
                     C.1 August 2024 

 
               D.     Department Report  

           D.1 Water Department Report-Kelly Arnold 
 Update Tennerton Booster Station Project 
 Update Island Avenue Main Line Project 

           D.2 ARPA Projects Update 
           D.3 FEMA Generator Update 
 

   E.     Correspondence and Information     
          E.1 Mt. Hope Water Association Meeting Minutes-July 2024 
          E.2 Adrian P.S.D. Meeting Minutes-July 2024 
          E.3 Elkins Road P.S.D. Meeting Minutes-July 2024 
          E.4 Hodgesville P.S.D. Meeting Minutes-July 2024 
          E.5 The Pipeline Newsletter from the Public Service Commission of WV-Summer 2024 
                   http://www.psc.state.wv.us/scripts/pipeline/pipelinenewsletter.cfm 
          E.6 Design of New Water Treatment Plant 

 Executed Task Order Agreement between COB & Potesta & Associates, Inc. 
 Executed Pre-Application Funding Assistance: Preliminary Engineering Report & Project 

                        Description 
 

   F.     Consent Agenda 
           F.1 Approval of Minutes: Regular 08/08/24 

 
 G.     Strategic Issues for discussion and vote 

            G.1 Approval Wage Increase Patrick Tenney Receiving Class II Certification (Per approved PayScale 
                   Implemented in 2021) 

         G.2 Continued Discussion Cybersecurity Assessment – Possible Executive Session 
         G.3 Water Treatment Plant Project 

 
 H.     Board Member's Comments and Announcements 
 I.     Adjournment  
 
Posted 09/06/2024 
 
A. Call to Order—Mayor Skinner called the meeting to order, and then led those in attendance in a 
Moment of Silence and the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America. 



 
B. Recognized Guests:  
B.1 None per agenda 
 
Mayor Skinner recognized the presence of Dave Sharp and Tim Ball (by GTM) of Potesta & 
Associates and Shane Whitehair of Region VII, who was in Council Chambers. 
 
Agenda item G.3, Water Treatment Plant Project, was moved to the table without objection. Mayor 
Skinner recognized Mr. Sharp, who provided an update on the work accomplished by Potesta & 
Associates, Inc., along with Region VII regarding the financing applications of the Water Treatment 
Plant Project, which would be a grant that would roll over to the loan if the project is completed. A 
Q&A confirmed that while we treat 2.2 to 2.4 million gallons of water daily, we could treat even 
more, as will be the case with the new plant.  The new plant will have the technology to produce its 
own needed chlorine, so storing this chemical is no longer necessary.  The new plant will use all 
available technology necessary to operate an effective and simple water plant.  It was discussed how 
critical public meetings will be in presenting a compelling message concerning the new water plant. 
 
Kelly Arnold expressed concern that the maintenance shop would be torn down without plans to 
rebuild it. He suggested that if we tore this one down, his department would need a place to work 
and store the over $300,000 worth of equipment. All attendees discussed this issue. A new building 
will cost between $500,000 and $1,500,000.00. Several options were discussed, including obtaining 
additional property to give us options of relocating the building or moving to a new plant, allowing 
the current maintenance building to remain.  Mr. Arnold strongly encouraged that if we build a new 
building, we do so before this current one is torn down.  Mr. Ball suggests a series of meetings 
between the Postesta representatives, Jay Hollen, Kelly Arnold, and Ethan Crosten, to work through 
the details of this situation once the additional property is identified. 
 
Mayor Skinner thanked both Dave Sharp and Tim Ball for their attendance. 
 
C. Financial Report-Amby Jenkins  
C.1 August 2024: Amby Jenkins presented the following report: 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 

McCauley/Nestor made the motion to accept the August 2024 financial report. Motion 
carried. 
 
D.  Department Report 
D.1 Water Department Report—Kelly Arnold provided the following report to the Board, 
including: 

 Update Tennerton Booster Station Project 
 Update Island Avenue Main Line Project, which is 40-50% done 
 The Meade Street project has fire service, but we have not connected the customers yet 

 
Kelly provided expanded details on some items in his report and reported on the water 
level, which is becoming a concern, but rain is forecasted.  The Booster Station was also 
discussed, along with an update. 
 



 
 CITY OF BUCKHANNON WATER DEPARTMENT 
  Monthly Report for August 2024 
 
 

 Water leaks-11 
 Weekly safety meetings. 
 Locates.  
 Renewed service – 0 
 New Services-4 
 Maintenance shop. 
 Residential meters changed-1 
 Residential meters tested-1 
  Meter change out. 
 Island Ave. main line update. 
 New Tennerton booster station working. 
 Hydrant repair on Reger and Kanawha St. 
 Old transformer sent for scrap. 
 Cleared brush on right of ways. 
 Valve boxes on Main St. 
 Lead and copper. 
 Public Service District meters tested-0 
 Meter testing. 
 Meter barrel repairs. 
 All meters were read in system 
 Clearing brush and grass from right of ways and tank sites 
 Clearing meter barrel lids. 
 Continuing to paint hydrants. 
 Cleaning out valve boxes 
  Repair meter barrels 
 Maintenance booster stations. 
 GPS valves, services, leaks for past year.  
 72.7 million gallons of water treated for month of August 2.35 million a day. 
 Cost per million gallons treated for August $531.16 
 36490 gallons of water hauled from plant. 
 Off & On Reports / Customer complaints answered. - 222 
 Non-Payments  
 Continue to work on back-flow/cross-conn. Program. 
 Maintenance equipment.  

 
 
 

Unaccounted For Water through June 30, 2024

Plant Distribution  Sold to  Sold to  Percent  
Produced (a.)  Loss (b.) Loss (c.) City (d.) PSDs (e.)  Loss

Jul-24 72,343,370 1,527,706 12,416,000 21,467,600 35,496,200 1.98%
Aug-24 72,710,012 1,597,420 542,000 21,599,300 33,351,000 21.48%
Sep-24 #DIV/0!
Oct-24 #DIV/0!
Nov-24 #DIV/0!
Dec-24 #DIV/0!
Jan-25 #DIV/0!
Feb-25 #DIV/0!
Mar-25 #DIV/0!
Apr-25 #DIV/0!
May-25 #DIV/0!
Jun-25 #DIV/0!

Totals:  145,053,382 3,125,126 12,958,000 43,066,900 68,847,200 11.76%  
 
 



 
Month: Aug-24

Monthly
Total Y-T-D

72.7 145

38615.43 77242.92

531.1613 532.7098

Amount Monthly Y-T-D
Cost Unit Used (lbs) Cost Cost

2.76 lb 4300 11868 23322

1.39 lb 2330 3238.7 6797.1

2.2 lb 385 847 1452

3.65 lb 1198 4372.7 8533.7
1.4 lb 0 0

0.23 lb 650 149.5 460

0.455 lb 21955 9989.525 20049.12

0.470 lb 13600 6392 13113

2.93 lb 600 1758 3516

14.16 GAL 0 0
38615.43 77242.92

Chlorine

Million Gallons Treated:

Total Chemical Treatment  Cost:

Cost per Million Gallons:

Chemical

Carbon

Smart-Phos

Fluoride

KMnO4

Lime

Premier Pac

Soda Ash

Sodium Hex

NaMno4

 
 
 
 
D.2 ARPA Projects Update - City Engineer Jay Hollen provided the updates, noting that we should 
wrap it up by the end of October. 
D.3 FEMA Generator Update-Scope & Budget Revision Approval – Nothing new to report. 
 
E. Correspondence and Information—Mayor Skinner reviewed the following with the Board; 
some items were discussed. 
 
Items E.1 to E.4: The P.S.D.’s meeting minutes were distributed to the board members as 
information sharing between the COB and the P.S.D’s. 
E.1 Mt. Hope Water Association Meeting Minutes-July 2024 
E.2 Adrian P.S.D. Meeting Minutes-July 2024- 
E.3 Elkins Road P.S.D. Meeting Minutes-July 2024 
E.4 Hodgesville P.S.D. Meeting Minutes-July 2024 
 
E.5 The Pipeline Newsletter from the Public Service Commission of WV-Summer 2024 
           http://www.psc.state.wv.us/scripts/pipeline/pipelinenewsletter.cfm 
 
E.6 Design of New Water Treatment Plant-Documents are available at City Hall- Office of 
Engineer. 

 Executed Task Order Agreement between COB & Potesta & Associates, Inc. 
 Executed Pre-Application Funding Assistance: Preliminary Engineering Report & 

Project Description 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 

F. Consent Agenda – 
F.1 Approval of Minutes: Regular 08/08/24– Mayor Skinner asked for any comments or 
corrections or a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
 
McCauley/Rizo moved to approve the minutes from the Regular 08/08/24. The motion 
carried. 
 
G. Strategic Issues for discussion and vote:   
G.1 Approval Wage Increase Patrick Tenney Receiving Class II Certification (Per approved 
Pay Scale Implemented in 2021) – Mayor Skinner and Kelly Arnold provided the request 
overview, noting the pay will go from $18 per hour to $22 per hour. 
 
 

 
 
McCauley/Rizo motioned to approve a wage increase of $4.00 per hour for Patrick Tenney, 
who is receiving Class II certification.  The motion carried. 
 
 
G.2 Continued Discussion Cybersecurity Assessment – Possible Executive Session – Mayor 
Skinner and Amby Jenkins provided a brief update on this agenda item. 
 
G.3 Water Treatment Plant Project – Discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
 



 
 
H. Board Member's Comments and Announcements     

 Don Nestor: Mr. Nestor spoke of Kelly Arnold's positive work with the Adrian Public 
Service District.  He also appreciates the completion of the water line extension to Pickens. 
 

 Erasmo Rizo: Mr. Rizo spoke of the importance of having public meetings regarding the 
new water plant. 
 

 Dave McCauley: Mr. McCauley spoke about the importance of raw water storage and 
supply and the necessity of exploring the possibility of introducing it into our system if 
necessary.  Jay Hollen said of the situation, noting that all the infrastructure to remove the 
raw water has been removed.  He spoke of how it could be retrieved, detailing the process 
that would need to be implemented, including a minimum of two years to bring it to the 
river.  
 

 Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas had no additional comments.  
 

 Recorder Sanders: Mr. Sanders reported on his report on the new water plant at the 
Chamber of Commerce where he took several questions.  
 

 Amby Jenkins – Mrs. Jenkins spoke about a recent visit to Pickens and the many positive 
remarks about the new water supply.  
 

 Mayor Skinner: Mayor Skinner discussed the frustration of misinformation and urged 
citizens to seek accurate information. 

 
I. Adjournment 
 
At 8:33 AM, Nestor made a motion to adjoin. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                          _______________________________ 
 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                ________________________________ 


