
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, December 05, 
2024, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall. The following individuals were in 
attendance (GTM indicates by GoToMeeting): 

Mayor        Robbie Skinner  Absent  
City Recorder       Randall Sanders  Present 
Board Member      Pam Bucklew   Absent 
Board Member      Scott Randall   Present 
Board Member      Dave Thomas  Present 
Board Member      Jack Reger  Present 
Board Member      Rob Zuliani  Present 
Director of Finance & Admin/Assistant Recorder  Amberle Jenkins  Present 
Director of Public Works     Jerry Arnold   Absent 
Director of Public Works     Ethan Crosten   Present 
Buckhannon Fire Department    JB Kimble  Present 
City Attorney       Thomas O’Neill  Absent 
City Engineer       Jay Hollen   Present – GTM 
Office Manager      Barbara Hinkle  Present 
Minute Taker      Alice Teets  Present 
 
Guests: Thomas Aman-Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, Don Nestor- GTM, BFD Maria Potter, BFD 
Shane Jenkins, BFD Staff & Family members, Dr. Kimberly Farry & Glenn Davis. 
 

City Council of Buckhannon – 7:00 PM in Council Chambers 
Meeting Agenda for Thursday, December 5, 2024  

 
1. Call to Order  
2. Moment of Silent Reflection  
3. Reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance  
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 11/21/2024   
5. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information  

a. See Full Listing Included in the Council Packet  
6. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested  
7. Recognition of Guests  

a. West Virginia Wesleyan College Student Senate Wyatt Burns   
b. Thomas Aman, Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, Bond Counsel, WTP Project  

8. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins   
a. Approval of Bill Payments  
b. Municipal Home Rule Program 2024 Progress Report   
c. ARPA Funds Obligation   

9. Public Works Report – Directors of Public Works, Jerry Arnold and/or Ethan Crosten  
10. City Fire Department Report – Chief J.B. Kimble  

a. Maria Potter Rank Promotion to Firefighter 1st Class  
b. Shane Jenkins Rank Promotion to Firefighter 1st Class  

11. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill   
12. Old Business Discussions:  

a. Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 Alleyways; Property Swap with W.V.W.C.  
13. New Business Discussions:  

a. Approval Building and Wiring Permits  
b. Waste Collection Board Appointment  

         c. Consideration of adoption of a Reimbursement Resolution which would authorize the 
reimbursement  of expenditures made by the City of Buckhannon or The Water Board of the City of 
Buckhannon  relating to a new Water Treatment Plant and all appurtenances prior to issuance of 
Water Revenue  Bonds by the City from the proceeds of such Bonds upon their issuance in a principal 
amount not to  exceed $50,000,000  

14. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements  
15. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements  
16. Declaration of Adjournment 
 

This agenda is certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. To participate in this meeting virtually, 
use  this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by phone, call: (571) 317-3112, access code: 443-
910- 693.  

Call to Order:  At 7:00 p.m., Recorder Randall Sanders called the December 5, 2024, City Council 
meeting to order. 

Moment of Silent Reflection: Recorder Sanders invited those in attendance to join in silent 
reflection. 

Reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance: Recorder Sanders invited those in attendance to join in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 



Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 11/21/2024  The minutes were not available for 
approval, therefore, this is moved to the next City Council Meeting.  

  
Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information  

o Buckhannon Fire Department Christmas Parade on December 6th  
o WV Dickens Festival and Faire on December 7th  
o Premiere of Hank’s Christmas II on December 7th  
o Notice Accepting Applications-Sanitary Dept. Full-Time Pipelayer/Laborer 
o Notice Accepting Applications-SYCC Full-Time Administrative Position 
o Notice Accepting Applications-PCSC for Police Ofϐicer  

 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
THE POSITION OF A FULL-TIME PIPE LAYER/LABORER 

 

Job Description – Sanitary Department-Stormwater Department 

The City of Buckhannon Sanitary Department is accepting applications until January 3, 2025 for the position of a full-time pipe 
layer/laborer. 

Benefits include health insurance and participation in the Public Employee Retirement System. 

Candidates must: 

 ●    Be 18 years of age or older. 
 ●    Possess a valid WV Class A or Class B commercial driver’s license. 
 ●    Possess a High School diploma or equivalent. 
 ●    Be in good physical condition.  This job includes, but is not limited to lifting between 
                  50-100 lbs. regularly. 
 ●    Willing to work in confined spaces and in inclement weather 
 
Eligible candidates will be subject to a background check and drug test. 

Hourly rate starting at $13.00 per hour dependent on education, skills and qualifications. 

Applications may be obtained at City Hall 70 E Main St, Buckhannon WV, Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or call 304-472-1651. 

The City of Buckhannon is an EEOC employer committed to the principal of equal opportunity for all qualified persons. 

Randall H. Sanders, Recorder  
City of Buckhannon        

CITY OF BUCKHANNON ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FULL-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE POSITION AT THE SYCC 

 
The City of Buckhannon is accepting applications to fill one administrative full-time position at the Stockert Youth 
and Community Center.   

This position includes retirement and health benefits.  

Candidates that are considered for the position will be subject to background check, drug test, and physical exam. 

Applications and a complete job description may be obtained at City Hall, 70 E Main St, Buckhannon WV, Mon-Fri 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm, or call 304-472-1651 for information.   
 
The deadline for applications is Friday, December 13, 2024.  
 
The City of Buckhannon is an EEOC employer committed to the principle of equal opportunity for all qualified 
persons, and employs without regard to any individual’s creed, race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, 
gender, age, handicap, familial status, or sexual orientation. 
 
Randall H. Sanders, Recorder  
City of Buckhannon        

NOTICE 
THE POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION CITY OF BUCKHANNON, WEST VIRGINIA 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Police Civil Service Commission of the City of Buckhannon will now accept 
applications for competitive examination for the eligibility list for entry-level police officer in the Police 
Department of the City of Buckhannon, subject to the following requirements: 

1. Applicants must at least 18 years of age. 
2. Must have High School diploma or GED equivalent. All transcripts required and submitted with the 

application. 
3. Applicants will be subject to background check. 
4. Applicants must have a Valid West Virginia Driver’s License. 



5. Applicants must comply with all other laws, rules and regulations as prescribed in writing by the Code of 
the State of West Virginia and the Police Civil Service Commission of Buckhannon, West Virginia.  
Copies of the current written rules and regulations of said Commission are available for inspection by any 
member of the public at City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV during regular business hours. 

 

As part of the application process, a required physical agility test and written examination will be administered on 
Saturday, February 8, 2025 at 9:00 A.M.   Further information to be available from City Hall through the application 
process. The top three scores will be sent to city council for interview where a hiring decision may be made.  

Candidates that are successfully hired will be subject to residency requirements, drug test, physical, psychological 
and polygraph examination. 

All applications must be received by the Commission at City Hall; or alternatively be postmarked, addressed to the 
Police Civil Service Commission, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201, no later than 4:30 p.m. or 
postmarked by 12:00 midnight on Friday, January 3, 2025. Details may also be found on the City of Buckhannon 
website —www.buckhannonwv.org 

Application forms may be obtained from City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201 or Buckhannon 
Police Department, Buckhannon WV 26201 by calling 304-472-5723. You may also email 
timsmith@buckhannonpolice.com for a copy of the application. 

Randall Sanders, Clerk 
Police Civil Service Commission 
 
Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested  

 
Motion by Randall/Thomas to Open the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
Don Nestor spoke, wanting to qualify his comments at a previous meeting regarding the proposed 
Stockert Youth & Community Center building project. At no time did he mean that the City was 
going to abandon SYCC.  His concern was abandoning the proposed new building.  He feels that it is 
important for all of us, the community to seek ways to support the youth.  He was not intending to 
say that the City did not support SYCC.  He challenges everyone to support the youth of Buckhannon 
and Upshur County.   

 
Motion by Thomas/Zuliani to Close Public Comments.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Recognition of Guests  
West Virginia Wesleyan College Student Senate Wyatt Burns:  Mr. Burns was not present at the 
meeting.    

 
Thomas Aman, Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, Bond Counsel, WTP Project – Mr. Aman came to speak 
regarding consideration of adoption of a Reimbursement Resolution which would authorize the 
reimbursement of expenditures made by the City of Buckhannon or The Water Board of the City of 
Buckhannon relating to a new Water Treatment Plant project and all appurtenances prior to 
issuance of Water Revenue Bonds by the City from the proceeds of such Bonds upon their issuance 
in a principal amount not to exceed $50,000,000.  This is a preliminary action which reserves the 
ability of the City to create bonds.  This is a Federal US Tax Department requirement, for if/when 
the bonds are produced.  The Water Department has opened a specific account for these funds.   

 
For background, the life expectancy of the current water plant is approximately 6-7 years.  We have 
to look at building a new plant as it is not reasonable to update the current building.  It would be 
cost prohibitive to update for a few years then end up having to build a new plant regardless.   

 
Council Member Scott Randall asked if there are hurdles to increasing the amount once we adopt 
the Reimbursement Resolution.  Mr. Aman answered that it is possible to amend it, but it is not 
recommended to do so.  

 
This allows us to be reimbursed for engineering costs that are on-going.  Estimated completion date 
would be within 5-7 years.   
  
Motion by Reger/Thomas adoption of a Reimbursement Resolution which would authorize 
the reimbursement of expenditures made by the City of Buckhannon or The Water Board of 
the City of Buckhannon relating to a new Water Treatment Plant and all appurtenances prior 
to issuance of Water Revenue Bonds by the City from the proceeds of such Bonds upon their 
issuance in a principal amount not to exceed $50,000,000.  Motion carried unanimously.    



RESOLUTION 2024-13 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, WEST VIRGINIA 
DECLARING ITS OFFICIAL INTENT TO BE REIMBURSED FROM 
THE PROCEEDS OF BONDS TO BE ISSUED BY THE CITY FOR 
EXPENDITURES IN CONNECTION WITH THE DESIGN, 
ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPING OF A NEW 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT AND APPURTENANT FACILITIES 
MADE PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF TAX-EXEMPT BONDS OR 
OTHER OBLIGATIONS  

WHEREAS, Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2 (the “Reimbursement Regulation”) sets forth the 
rules for determining when proceeds of bonds or other obligations are deemed spent for purposes of applying 
Sections 103 and 141 through 150 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), including 
the arbitrage yield restrictions and rebate requirements under Code Section 148, if the proceeds are used to 
reimburse expenditures made prior to the date of issue of the bonds or other obligations;  

WHEREAS, the Reimbursement Regulation requires that a declaration of official intent to reimburse 
the expenditures (“Declaration of Official Intent”) be made not later than sixty (60) days after payment of the 
“original expenditure,” as such term is defined in the Reimbursement Regulation (the “Original 
Expenditures”), and that an allocation in writing evidencing use of proceeds of a reimbursement bond to 
reimburse an Original Expenditure be made within eighteen (18) months after the later of the date the Original 
Expenditure is paid or the date the project is placed in service or abandoned, but in no event later than three (3) 
years after the Original Expenditure is paid;  

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon, West Virginia (the “City”) wishes to take such action as is 
necessary or permitted to comply with the Reimbursement Regulation;  

WHEREAS, the City, working in tandem with The Water Board of the City of Buckhannon (the 
“Board”), intends to undertake the design, acquisition, construction and equipping of a new Water Treatment 
Plant which will include but not be limited to the acquisition of real property, new raw water intake, raw water 
pumping station, chemical storage and feed facilities, rapid mixers, flocculation and sedimentation basins, filters, 
clearwells, high service pumping station, onsite hypochlorite generation and disinfection, wastewater settling 
and recycling facilities, laboratory and operation/administration spaces and related treatment processes/facilities, 
demolition of existing plant structures, replacement, upgrade and/or addition of various transmission and 
distribution pipelines, water booster stations, water storage tanks and other facilities throughout the service area 
of the utility, together with all appurtenant facilities (the “Project”), and the financing of all or a portion of the 
costs thereof through the issuance by the City pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 19 of the West Virginia Code of 
1931, as amended (the “Act”) of not more than $50,000,000 in aggregate principal amount of Water Revenue 
Bonds, in one or more series (the “Bonds”); and 

WHEREAS, the City and the Board expect to make Original Expenditures relating to the design, 
acquisition, construction and equipping of the Project prior to the issuance of the Bonds; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, WEST 
VIRGINIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. This is a Declaration of Official Intent within the meaning of Treasury Regulations Section 
1.150-2 

2. The City intends and reasonably expects that Original Expenditures made by the City or the 
Board in connection with the Project will be reimbursed with proceeds of the Bonds to be issued by the City 
pursuant to the Act, in order to finance costs of the Project, to pay capitalized interest on the Bonds, if necessary, 
to fund a reserve fund for the Bonds, if necessary and if funded from Bond proceeds, and to pay costs of issuance 
of the Bonds and related costs.  The Bonds are anticipated to be issued, in one or more series, in the maximum 
aggregate principal amount of not more than $50,000,000. 

3. The source of payment for Original Expenditures relating to the Project to be reimbursed from 
proceeds of the Bonds will be cash dispersed from the Board’s City of Buckhannon-Water Board—Water Plant 
Project account held at JPMorgan Chase Bank.   

4. The Mayor of the City is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to take any additional 
action necessary to comply with the requirements of the Reimbursement Regulation so that Bond proceeds used 
to reimburse expenditures which are the subject of this Declaration of Official Intent will be deemed spent, 
including making an allocation in writing evidencing the use of proceeds of the Bonds to reimburse an Original 
Expenditure within eighteen (18) months after the later of the date the Original Expenditure is paid or the date 
the Project is placed in service or abandoned, but in no event later than three (3) years after the Original 
Expenditure is paid. 

5. The appropriate officials of the City, including without limitation the Mayor and the Recorder 
of the City are hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver for and on behalf of the City any or all 
additional certificates and other documents and to perform all other acts they may deem necessary or appropriate 
in order to implement and carry out the matters authorized in this resolution. 



6. This Resolution shall become effective upon the date of its adoption. 

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Blank] 

          Adopted this 5th day of December, 2024. 

     CITY OF BUCKHANNON,  
WEST VIRGINIA 

      
Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 The undersigned, being the duly qualified, elected and acting Recorder of the City of Buckhannon, West 
Virginia, does hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Buckhannon at a regular meeting duly held, pursuant to proper notice thereof, on December 5, 2024, a quorum being 
present and acting throughout, and which Resolution has not been modified, amended or revoked and is a true, correct 
and complete copy thereof as of this 5th day of December, 2024. 

By:  
  Recorder 

Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins  - Mrs. Jenkins presented the current 
financial reports. 

 



 

 



 

Regarding previously donated funds to the proposed new Stockert Building project, that is no 
longer going to be constructed, Citizens Bank and Elks Lodge have requested their donations be 
returned to them.  Weyerhaeuser requests that their donation to be put toward a new floor in the 
existing SYCC building gym.   

 
Approval of Bill Payments  
 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 
Motion by Zuliani/Randall to approve bill payments.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Municipal Home Rule Program 2024 Progress Report -The report has already been submitted.   
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 
ARPA Funds Obligation - There is a remaining balance of $106,000  in ARPA funds.  It must be 
obligated by 12/31/2024.  Recommendation that the Council formally approve ARPA funds for the 
design process for the proposed New Water Treatment Plant.   

 
Motion by Thomas/Zuliani to use remaining ARPA funds for the design process for the 
proposed New Water Treatment Plant.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Public Works Report – Directors of Public Works, Jerry Arnold and/or Ethan Crosten.  Mr. 
Crosten presented the following report.   
 
Street: 

 Work on Christmas decoraƟons has conƟnued.  
 The crews have been moving towards the sidewalk projects at Ritchie Street and Jawbone stage 

projects. 
 The most recent hire for the Street Department started work this week. 
 We have conƟnued working on the sidewalks along western Ritchie Street.  

 
Waste:  
 

 We have been working to complete a SWF-5025 (Transfer StaƟon Permit) modificaƟon required 
by the WVDEP to at an NPDES outlet to the exisƟng permit. 

 
Sewer: 
 

 The department has working on minor maintenance projects and equipment maintenance in 
preparaƟon for the upcoming projects at the CMH development and Chestnut Street.  

 We currently have a job opening for a pipelayer.  
 
Water: 
 

 Preparing to install another feeder purchased with ARPA funds.  
 Dealing with a few leaks.  

Engineering: 

 ARPA – Tennerton Booster StaƟon – Contractor for Contract B punch list conƟnues to work on the 
punch list.  He anƟcipates compleƟng the list within the next two weeks. 

 FEMA Generator Hazard MiƟgaƟon Grant No. 2 – Contractor for the security fence installaƟon is 
scheduled to install the fence at the Madison LiŌ StaƟon on Monday, December 9, 2024 (weather 
permiƫng).   

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – Once the contractor installs the security fence 
at the Madison lift station site, he will then proceed to the Public Safety Complex to install the 
security fence around the generator at that site. 

 Stockert Youth & Community Center MulƟ-Use Facility Project – The Contractor will deliver the 
material to SYCC next week and will begin the gym floor installaƟon on Monday, December 16, 
2024.   

 
 
Members of the Street Department will be setting up barricades for the Christmas parade and 
Dickens Festival & Faire.  We are hoping to work on the stage at Jawbone Park in the next couple 
weeks.  As a reminder, Street employees have been out during recent snows treating the streets, but 
everyone still needs to take care.  Council Member Mr. Zuliani asked how long it will take to put the 
new floor down in SYCC; about a month.  Council Member Mr. Thomas requests a report on how 
much was spent on paving and sidewalks in 2024.  Mr. Crosten reported that $179,000 was spent 
on paving.  $400,000 is budgeted in 2025.   



City Fire Department Report – Chief J.B. Kimble  
BFD Chief J.B. Kimble reminds every one of the dinner at the fire station on December 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
with a visit from Santa at 7:00 p.m. The BFD Christmas Parade will be on 12/6/2024 starting at 
6:00 p.m. on Madison St to Friendly Way.   

 
Maria Potter Rank Promotion to Firefighter 1st Class  
Shane Jenkins Rank Promotion to Firefighter 1st Class  

 
Both Maria Potter and Shane Jenkins received promotion to Firefighter 1st Class after 3 years in the 
fire department, as an automatic promotion.  Both firefighters’ contributions are great to the 
department.   
 

 
 

 



 
 
City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill.  Mr. O’Neill is absent tonight, so no report was given.   

 
Old Business Discussions:  
Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 Alleyways; Property Swap with W.V.W.C.  With the absence of Mr. 
O’Neill, no report is given.  

 
New Business Discussions:  
Approval Building and Wiring Permits  
 

 
 

Motion by Reger/Zuliani to approve building and wiring permits as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  



 
Waste Collection Board Appointment: No update on this with the absence of Mayor Robbie 
Skinner.  This will occur at a later City Council meeting when he is in attendance.  

 
Consideration of adoption of a Reimbursement Resolution which would authorize the 
reimbursement of expenditures made by the City of Buckhannon or The Water Board of the 
City of Buckhannon  relating to a new Water Treatment Plant and all appurtenances prior to 
issuance of Water Revenue  Bonds by the City from the proceeds of such Bonds upon their 
issuance in a principal amount not to  exceed $50,000,000.   
 
Action taken earlier in the meeting.   

 
Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements  
 
Scott Randall:  Thank you to the Street Department.  With winter weather, it can be hard to keep 
up, but they are doing a great job.  Excited to see all great things coming up. 
 
Jack Reger: Christmas decorations look great, stellar job done by the Street Department.  
Congratulations to both firefighters.  
 
Dave Thomas:  I want to echo what was previously stated by Mr. Randall and Reger.  Wish 
everyone a good weekend.  Enjoy all the festivities and be safe. 
 
Rob Zuliani: Thank you to everyone putting on the events.  
 
Randy Sanders: I am so proud of all of our departments.  Each and every department is doing great 
things.  The Event Center is busy this season, hosting Hank’s Christmas Wish II movie premiere, the 
Rotary Club Christmas, and Edward Jones’ Christmas party.   

 
Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements:  Mayor Skinner was absent.  

 
Declaration of Adjournment:  
At 7:49 p.m., Thomas made a motion to adjourn. 
 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                    ___________________________________________ 
 


