
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, January 16, 2025, at 7:00 
p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM 
indicates by GoToMeeting*):  
 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner  Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member     Pam Bucklew  Present - GTM 
Council Member     Jack Reger  Present - GTM 
Council Member     Robert Zuliani  Present 
Council Member     David Thomas  Present 
Council Member     Scott Randall  Present  
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance      Amberle Jenkins Present 
City Attorney      Tom O’Neill  Present - GTM 
Buckhannon Police Department   Chief Matt Gregory Present - GTM  
Director of Public Works    Jerry Arnold  Present  
Director of Public Works    Ethan Crosten  Present  
Mayor’s Office      Barbara Hinkle  Present 
Channel 3      Rodney Irvin  Absent 
MyBuckhannon.com     Katie Kuba  Present - GTM 
Record Delta      Noah Jeffries  Present - GTM 
 
Guests: Shanda, JT, KK, H, all GTM; Dr. Tim Reese, GTM; Jan Crites, GTM, Dave Long, GTM 

 
     Council of the City of Buckhannon Public Meeting Agenda 

7:00 PM Thursday, January 16, 2025 
Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection 

 
3. Reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Mayor’s State of City Address 

 
5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 01/02/2025 

 
6. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

            a.    See Full Listing in Council Packet 
 

7. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

8. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins 
a. Approval of Bill Payments 
b. Approval Resolution 2025-01 General Fund Budget Revision #3 FY 

2024/2025 
 

9. Public Works Report – Directors of Public Works, Jerry Arnold and/or Ethan Crosten 
 

10. City Fire Department Report – Chief Matthew Gregory        
 

11. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill 
 

12. Old Business Discussions: 
a. Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 Alleyways; Property Swap with W.V.W.C. 
Notice Advertisement Information Technology 

 
13. New Business Discussions: 

a. Approve Building and Wiring Permits 
b. Social Security Administration Authorization City of Buckhannon Access 
c. Implementation of Proposed Public Works Employee Classifications 
d. To Make Formal Offer for the Director of Public Works Director 

 
14. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
15. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 



16. Executive Session -Personnel Matters Per WV Code § 6-9A-4 
17. Declaration of Adjournment 

 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on Monday, January 13, 2025.  Revised January 14, 2025.   *Those who 
participated in this meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by calling (571) 
317-3112, access code: 804-282-709. 
 
1. Call to Order: At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the January 16, 2025, meeting of the 
Buckhannon City Council to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection—Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to a moment of silent 
reflection.  
 
3. Reciting the Pledge of Allegiance—Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Mayor’s State of City Address – Because of the weather conditions and the desire to have a 
shorter meeting, Mayor Skinner announced that he would not deliver his State of City Address at 
this meeting. 
 
5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 01/02/2025 - Mayor Skinner recognized that the 
meetings of 01/02/2025 were available for consideration and asked for corrections or approval as 
presented. 
 
Zuliani/Reger motioned to approve the minutes of the meetings of 01/02/2025 as 
presented.  The motion carried. 
 
6. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

a. Report of Cat & Dog Activity –Upshur County Commission-December 2024 
 Cats brought in by City Trapper   0 
 Cats brought in by Animal Control Officer  0 
 Cats brought in by County Residents                 39  
 Dogs brought by Animal Control Officer                5                    
 Dogs brought in by County Residents                 9 

 
b. WV Ethics Newsletter-January 2025: https://ethics.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx 
 
c. Rescheduled City Council Meeting 03/06/25 to Tuesday, March 4, 2025, due to 

Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 
d. Letter from WV Office of Attorney General re: Opioid Lawsuit Payment 

 
 



    Upcoming Events at the Event Center at Brushy Fork 
a. Saturday, January 18, 2025, Country Roads Fire Conference: Saturday, Lecture Day at 

the Brushy Fork Event Center (with HOT classes at the Mud Lick Training Facility on 
Sunday, January 19, 2025). 

b. Sunday, January 26, 2025, Buckhannon-Upshur High School Band Bingo Fundraiser. 
c. Saturday, February 8, 2025, Buckhannon Police Department Probationary Police Officer 

Testing 
d. Saturday, February 15, 2025, Upshur County Livestock Association Elimination Dinner 

 
7. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested—Mayor Skinner asked if anyone 
wished to address the City Council with comments. There were none, so Mayor Skinner, as the 
Chair, announced that Public Comment was to be considered open and closed. 
 
8. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins – Mrs. Jenkins presented the current 
financial reports and provided an overview of several topics. 
 

 
 
a. Approval of Bill Payments – Mrs. Jenkins presented the following bills for payment approval by 
the City Council. 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 
Randall/Zuliani motioned to approve the payment of bills.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Approval Resolution 2025-01 General Fund Budget Revision #3 FY 2024/2025 – Amby 
Jenkins presented this to the City Council. 
 
Reger/Thomas motioned to approve Resolution 2025-01 General Fund Budget Revision #3 
FY 2024/2025.  The motion carried unanimously. Recorder Sanders conducted a roll call 
vote on Resolution 2025-01 General Fund Budget Revision #3 FY 2024/2025. Results: 
Thomas – Yes, Zuliani – Yes, Bucklew – Yes, Randall – Yes, Reger – Yes, Skinner – Yes, Sanders 
– Yes.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 
9. Public Works Report – Directors of Public Works Ethan Crosten – Ethan Crosten presented 
the following: 
 

Buckhannon City Council 
Public Works Director Report 

January 16, 2024 
Ethan Crosten 

 
Street: 
 

 Work has stalled on Ritchie Street, Island Avenue, and the Jawbone Park Stage with the winter 
weather over the previous weeks. Crews have primarily been working on snow and ice removal and 
have done a great job keeping up with the conditions.  

 
Waste:  
 

 We continue working on the Facility renewal in conjunction with Potesta.  
 We have returned to the normal collection schedule this week after last week's hazardous conditions.  
 

Sewer: 
 

 Have been assisting in snow removal.  
 Completed equipment facility maintenance. 
 Reset the Aerator in the oxidation ditch.  
 This morning, it was voted to proceed with a plant evaluation through Potesta to evaluate options for 

upcoming projects.  
 
Water: 
 

 Continuing to work on the feeders in the plant.  
 Assisting in snow removal.  
 Performing GIS updates and general maintenance. 

 

Engineering: (“I” refers to the City Engineer, Jay Hollen) 

 ARPA—Tennerton Booster Station—The Contractor for Contract A is expected to begin work this week 
and continue through early January 2025. After Contract A is completed, I’ll generate its punch list for 
any outstanding issues that need to be addressed.  

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 2 – The perimeter security fence installation was 
completed at the Madison Lift Station on December 21, 2024.  I am currently working on the last 
invoice to FEMA as well as preparing the necessary closeout documents 

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1—The perimeter security fence installation was 
completed at the Public Safety Complex on December 21, 2024. The only remaining work item is the 
installation of the handrails around the elevated platform, which should be completed by the end of 
March 2025. 

 Stockert Youth & Community Center Multi-Use Facility Project – Project Complete   
 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Morton Avenue—I am continuing to work on the 

project's design phase and on the surveying services contract to locate existing utilities and property 
corners on the properties south of Morton Avenue to ensure that the project is on WVDOH Right-of-
Way. 



 
Without objection, 13b New Business Discussions: Social Security Administration Authorization 
City of Buckhannon Access was moved to the table for action.  Amby Jenkins presented the item to 
the Council, explaining that she needed the Council to approve her to have access to complete the 
necessary business for the City employees. 
 
Thomas/Sanders motioned to approve Social Security Administration Authorization City of 
Buckhannon Access to be assigned to Amberle Jenkins.  The motion carried.   
 
10.  City Police Report – Chief Matthew Gregory – Mayor Skinner recognized Chief Gregory, who 
provided the following reports: 
 

 

 



 
  
11.  City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill – Mr. O’Neill reported that he has received the 
Platt from Potesta concerning Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 Alleyways; Property Swap with 
W.V.W.C.  He recommended that the Council take up the first reading of the ordinance. (Note: A 
First Reading occurred on August 1, 2024 and due to the time-lapse, the City Council felt 
comfortable with the City Attorney’s recommendation to take up the first reading of the ordinance 
this evening). 
 
12. Old Business Discussions: 
a. Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 Alleyways; Property Swap with W.V.W.C. – Mayor Skinner read 
the ordinance by caption.  Mr. O’Neill provided an overview of the swap. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 469 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE VACATING THREE (3) 
CERTAIN ALLEYS SITUATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

 
 

 WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 463, the City of Buckhannon authorized the exchange of certain 

properties between the City and West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc., a West Virginia non-profit 

corporation; and,  

 WHEREAS, in addition to the exchange of properties as contemplated in said Ordinance, which 

has been fully enacted and has taken effect as of June 15, 2023, the City agreed to vacate three certain 

alleys which abut property owned by West Virginia Wesleyan College; and,  

 WHEREAS, it is now ripe for the Council of the City of Buckhannon to consider vacating said alleys; 

and,  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 5(1) of the West 

Virginia Code, as amended, the City is specifically authorized and empowered to vacate, discontinue and 

close streets, avenues, roads, alleys, ways, and sidewalks; and,  

 WHEREAS, when a public street, way, or alley is closed, discontinued, or vacated, title thereto is 

vested in the adjoining property owners in equal portions divided by the center line thereof; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the statutes 

of the State of West Virginia and particularly with the immediately hereinbefore referenced state statutes 

insofar as the closing of alleys is concerned. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the 

following findings: 



(1) The Council has previously adopted Ordinance No. 463, which provides – in part – for the 

vacating of all or part of three alleys within the corporate limits of the City of Buckhannon, which abut 

properties currently owned by West Virginia Wesleyan College; 

(2) The subject alleys are described in Ordinance No. 463 as follows:  

a) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk 

trail to a point 178 feet south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

b) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south 

of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

c) Stewart Lane 

ARTICLE II – DISCONTINUANCE, CLOSING, AND VACATION OF ALLEYS: 

 The Council of the City of Buckhannon, pursuant to its authority under West Virginia Code Chapter 

8, Article 12, Section 5(1), does hereby vacate, discontinue, and close the following roads, alleys, and ways 

situate and located within the corporate limits of the City of Buckhannon: 

a) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk 

trail to a point 178 feet south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

b) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south 

of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

c) Stewart Lane 

 ARTICLE III - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days 

following the second (2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., 

March 8, 2025 

FIRST READING: January 16, 2025 

SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION: February 6, 2025 
 
 

____________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 469 was 

lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 

Council assembled on February 6, 2025. 

 
______________________________ 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    
 

 
Sanders/Zuliani motioned to approve First Reading of Ordinance #469 – Vacating 3 
Alleyways; Property Swap with W.V.W.C.   The motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
 



13. New Business Discussions: 
a. Approve Building and Wiring Permits – Mayor Skinner asked for approval for the building and 
wiring permits. 
 

                      Permit Fee Report #76399 -#76405 
 

1/1/2025 - 1/15/2025 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applic
ant 

Name 

Applic
ant 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contractor 

Descripti
on 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electric
al 

Propert
y Type 

Asbesto
s 

Inspect
ion 

Zoning 
Appro

val 
Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access
ory Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7640
1 

RYAN 
TOMEY 

159 
FAYETT
E ST 

JAMES 
STREETS 

ELECTRICA
L 
UPGRADE, 
NEW 
METER TO 
BE SET 
DUE TO 
FIRE 
DAMAGE 

0.00 100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  No N/A No No 

7640
0 

HOLY 
ROSAR
Y 
CATHO
LIC 
CHURC
H 

35 
FRANKL
IN 

LET THERE 
BE LIGHT, 
LLC 

ELECTRICA
L INSTALL 
100 AMP 
FOR THE 
GARAGE 

700.00 100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  No N/A No No 

     700.00 200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Demolition 

7640
4 

HOLY 
ROSAR
Y 
CHURC
H 

35 
FRANKL
IN ST 

RECLAIM 
COMPANY 
LLC 

RAZING 
THE 
HOUSE 

17,000.
00 

20.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

     17,000.
00 

20.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7640
5 

ROBER
T HILL 

15 
PINNEL
L ST 

DAN NEEL 
FENCE CO  

6FT VINYL 
FENCE PER 
V. SMITH 
NOT 
BEYOND 
FRONT OF 
THE 
HOUSE 

6,400.0
0 

70.40  No 1/15/2
025 

No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Required 

No 

7640
2 

IDA 
NORRIS 

20 
REGER 
AVE 

RONALD 
HURST 
CONSTRUC
TION 

BATHROO
M 
REMODEL  

3,500.0
0 

38.50  No  No N/A No No 

7640
3 

EDWAR
D 
KRAYN
OK 

26 
LINCOL
N WAY 

Sunny Side 
Construction 

LAUNDRY 
ROOM 
REMODEL- 
FINISH 
DRYWALL 
IN 
EXISTING 
GARAGE 

10,000.
00 

110.0
0 

 No  No N/A No No 

7639
9 

BRETT 
MILLER  

98 ELM 
ST 

ALFORD 
FOUNDATIO
N & 
CRAWLSPAC
E 

FOUNDATI
ON 
STABLIZAT
ION 

38,500.
00 

346.5
0 

 No  Yes N/A No No 

     58,400.
00 

565.4
0 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 



7640
5 

ROBER
T HILL 

15 
PINNEL
L ST 

DAN NEEL 
FENCE CO  

6FT VINYL 
FENCE PER 
V. SMITH 
NOT 
BEYOND 
FRONT OF 
THE 
HOUSE 

6,400.0
0 

20.00  No 1/15/2
025 

No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Required 

No 

     6,400.0
0 

20.00        

Group Total: 1 

     82,500.
00 

805.4
0 

       

 

 

 
 
Reger/Randall motioned to approve the Building and Wiring Permits as presented.  The 
motion carried. 
  
b. Social Security Administration Authorization City of Buckhannon Access – Action was taken 
earlier in the meeting. 
 
c. Implementation of Proposed Public Works Employee Classifications —Mayor Skinner, Ethan 
Crosten, and Jerry Arnold presented the proposal to the City Council, and a discussion took place. 
 
Reger/Randall motioned to approve the implementation of the proposed Public Works 
Employee Classifications as presented for the Street Department with a recommendation 
that the City of Buckhannon Enterprise Board adopts the same, noting that new wage levels 
would take effect on March 01, 2025. The motion carried with Thomas abstaining. 
 
d. To Make Formal Offer for the Director of Public Works Director – Discussion took place. 
 
Sanders/Reger motioned to make a formal offer to Ethan Crosten to become the Director of 
Public Works Director.  The motion carried. 
 
14. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
Pamela Bucklew: Mrs. Bucklew is pleased with the new basketball floor at SYCC.  She stated that 
people ask her why NBC was taken off of Optimum.  Tom O’Neill explained the reasons and noted 
that along with serving as the Buckhannon City Attorney, he works for Optimum, handling state and 
local community affairs in the Mid-Atlantic States.  Mrs. Bucklew announced that her next 
Downtown Décor meeting had been set for January 27, 2025, at 6:00 pm, in Council Chambers at 
City Hall. 
  
Scott Randall: Mr. Randall wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
 
Jack Reger: Mr. Reger congratulated Jerry Arnold for his remarkable career with the City of 
Buckhannon and Ethan Crosten for his great work.  He also spoke about the bad winter weather we 
have experienced and the forecast of more bad weather, congratulating the Street Department for 
their work this winter season. 
  
Dave Thomas: Mr. Thomas apologized for not researching the proposed Public Works employee 
classifications, congratulated Jerry Arnold and Ethan Crosten, and asked everyone to stay safe.  
 
Robert Zuliani: Mr. Zuliani wished Jerry Arnold all the best in his upcoming retirement and 
complimented him on his leadership and all he has done for the City. He welcomed Ethan Crosten 
into his new role and wished him the best. He concluded by reminding all to keep their sidewalks 
clean of snow and plan appropriately for the forecasted bad weather. 
 
Randall Sanders: Mr. Sanders complimented Ethan Crosten and all the department heads for their 
work in the terrible weather. As the city's Information Coordinator, he has experienced excellent 
communication with all the key employees to provide the public with updated information.  He was 
also proud of the decisions made this evening regarding the city employees.     
 
15. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 
Mayor Robbie Skinner: Mayor Skinner echoed what the others had said, adding his comments 
about our decisions tonight, noting that they would help our city grow. He also spoke of the winter 
weather and its effects on the small businesses in our city and encouraged all to support them, 
particularly this time of year. He wished everyone safe days ahead. 
 



16. Executive Session -Personnel Matters per WV Code § 6-9A-4  
 
At 10:01 p.m., Thomas/Randall motioned to leave the Executive Session.  The motion 
carried.  
 
Mayor Skinner announced that at 10:01 p.m., the Council had left the Executive Session, during 
which agenda item d. To Make Formal Offer for the Director of Public Works Position was discussed 
in detail. 
 
Thomas/Randall motioned to formally offer Ethan Crosten the full-time position and title of 
Public Works Director for the City of Buckhannon, effective February 1, 2025. City Council 
will sit down with Ethan one (1) year from now to evaluate his performance over the 
previous year. At that point, the City Council may offer a pay increase of its choosing, 
effective July 1, 2026, coinciding with the City’s annual budget calendar. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
16. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
At 10:02 p.m., Thomas made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


