
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, November 20, 2025, at 
7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM 
indicates by GoToMeeting*):  
 
Mayor              Robbie Skinner   Present 
City Recorder            Randy Sanders   Present 
Council Member           Pam Bucklew   Present - GTM 
Council Member           Jack Reger    Present 
Council Member           Robert Zuliani   Present 
Council Member           Scott Randall   Absent  
Council Member           Vacant     Vacant 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance        Amberle Jenkins  Present 
City Attorney            Tom O’Neill   Present 
Buckhannon Fire Department        Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works         Ethan Crosten   Present 
City Hall Office Manager         Barbara Hinkle   Present 
 
Media: 
Channel 3             Rodney Irvin   Present 
MyBuckhannon.com          Monica Zalaznik  Present - GTM 
Record Delta            Noah Jeffries   Present 
 
Guests: Tammy Reger, UC Chamber of Commerce; Catherine Norko, Charles W. Gibson Library; 
Jerry Henderson, Baxa Inn; Jason Campbell, JC Films Studio. 

 
     Council of the City of Buckhannon Public Meeting Agenda 

7:00 PM | Thursday, November 20, 2025 
Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 11/06/25 

 
5. Recognition of Guests 

a. JCFilms Studio- Upcoming Hank’s Christmas Wish Screening & Support Request 
 

6. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins 
a. Approve Payment of Bills 
b. Municipal Home Rule Program 2025 Progress Report 
c. Approve City Hall Closure on December 16, 2025, from 12:00 Noon to 2:00 pm for City Hall 

Staff 
Christmas Party 
 

8. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works, Ethan Crosten 
a. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits 

 
9. Police Department Report – Chief Matthew Gregory 

       a.  Approval Mutual Aid Agreement between the BPD & Upshur County Sheriff's Office 
       b. Erica Bennett, Peer Liaison-First Choice Peers Program Annual Report 
 

10.  City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neil 
       a. Approve Resolution 2025-13 Support for the FEMA Grant for E-911 Addressing Project 
       b. Approve Resolution 2025-14 Support for the FEMA Grant for Taylor Street Storm Sewer 
       Collection System Project 
       c. Approve Resolution 2025-15 Designating an Authorized Agent for the FEMA Grant for Taylor 
       Street Storm Sewer Collection System Project 
 

11. New Business Discussions 
      a. City’s Appointment of Lily Hicks to the Upshur County Convention & Visitors Bureau 
      b. City’s Appointment to the Upshur County Recreation Board 
 



12. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 

13. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements 
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

  i. UCRC 5k 11/27/25 7:30am Jawbone Park 
  ii. BFD Christmas Parade 12/05/25 6:00pm 
  iii. Cancellation of the City Council Meeting January 1, 2026 due to Holiday 
  iv. FOIA Request & Fulfillment from Mark Best re: WTP Feasibility Report 
  v. Public Notice of Change in Water Rates re: Ordinance # 476 

b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
   i.   November 22, 2025-Holly Jolly Craft Show 
   ii.  December 05, 2025- Screening of Hank’s Christmas Wish 3 
   iii. December 06, 2025- Holiday “FURtastic” Elimination Dinner 

 
14. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 

 
15. Declaration of Adjournment 

 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on November 17, 2025.  *Those who participated in this 
meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by phone, call: (571) 317-
3112, access code: 443-910-693. 
 
1. Call to Order: At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the November 20, 2025, regular 
meeting of the Buckhannon City Council to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection: Skinner invited those in attendance to a moment of silent 
reflection. 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance: Skinner invited those in attendance to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 11/06/2025 – Mayor Skinner 
noted that the Meeting Minutes for November 6, 2025 were available for consideration. 
 
Reger/Zuliani motioned to approve the minutes for the Regular Meetings for November 6, 
2025 as presented.  The motion carried. 
 
5. Recognition of Guests – Mayor Skinner acknowledged Jason Campbell for the following:  
a. JCFilms Studio- Upcoming Hank’s Christmas Wish Screening & Support Request - Jason 
Campbell provided an overview of the ongoing Hank’s Christmas Wish Screening movie project, 
now entering its fourth year. The series features Dean Cain as the Mayor each year, with guest stars 
including Richard Grieco and, this year, Kevin Sorbo as the “Vice Mayor.” Approximately 40–50 
participants travel from across the country to take part, contributing to local economic activity 
through lodging and dining. The premiere of Hank’s Christmas Wish 3 will be held on December 5, 
2025, after the BFD Christmas parade, at The Event Center at Brushy Fork, free to the public, 
followed by filming of Hank’s Christmas Wish 4: The Lost Letters, which will feature scenes at the 
library. JC Films emphasized its mission to produce faith-and-family films nationwide and its 
engagement of residents in productions. Mr. Campbell expressed appreciation for the City’s past 
support, noting that even modest funding significantly supports the City's volunteer-driven 
projects.  Distribution of Hank’s Christmas Wish 3 is scheduled for release on 2BN, Hulu, and Pure 
Flix.  He requested $2,500 in monetary support as well as the use of city properties, noted in the 
request, for the movie premiere and filming. Discussion took place.  
 

 



 

 
 
 

2025 GRANT RENEWAL REQUEST 
Hank’s Christmas Wish 4: The Lost Letter 

Presented to the Buckhannon City Council 
 
WHAT WE ARE REQUESTING 
We respectfully request a renewed $2,500 grant from the City of Buckhannon to help partially fund the next 
installment of our locally beloved film series: Hank’s Christmas Wish 4: The Lost Letter. 
 
WHO WE ARE 
JCFILMS STUDIOS is a West Virginia–based nonprofit film production company dedicated to creating inspiring, faith-
and-family feature films. With more than 90 films produced, our mission is to create uplifting movies that encourage, 
inspire, and showcase the beauty of our communities, especially right here in West Virginia. 
 
ABOUT THE HANK’S CHRISTMAS WISH SERIES 
The Hank’s Christmas Wish franchise is a joyful, family-friendly series about a retired elf who has made 
Buckhannon, WV his home. Each film highlights kindness, community spirit, and the magic of Christmas while 
featuring the charm of Buckhannon. 
 

 Hank’s Christmas Wish (2022): A retired elf rediscovering Christmas with support from the Buckhannon 
community. 

 
 Hank’s Christmas Wish 2 (2023): Hank helps a local dance studio bring The Nutcracker to the stage. 

 
 Hank’s Christmas Wish 3: Elvis Lives (2024): Hank must save Christmas when a biker gang threatens the 

holiday spirit. 
 
This year, we propose the next film in the series: 
HANK’S CHRISTMAS WISH 4: THE LOST LETTER (2025) 
A whimsical new adventure where Buckhannon once again becomes the heart of Christmas magic. 
 
WHY THIS SERIES MATTERS TO BUCKHANNON 
Our goal is to establish Hank’s Christmas Wish as a cherished annual tradition in Buckhannon. Families look 
forward to the filming, the community involvement, and the yearly world premiere. 
 
Success So Far 

 The first films are streaming on Amazon, Pure Flix, and more than 41 platforms worldwide. 
 Hundreds of visitors and volunteers have participated in the productions. 
 The annual premieres have become beloved community events. 

 
CELEBRITY INVOLVEMENT 
The Hank series continues to attract recognizable, family-friendly talent including: 
Dean Cain – Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
Kevin Sorbo – Hercules, God’s Not Dead 
Eddie McClintock – Warehouse 13, Friends, Desperate Housewives 
Mickey Bell – National Christian comedian and social-media personality 
Cydney Chase – Actress and daughter of comedy legend Chevy Chase 
Richard Grieco – Known for his role as Detective Dennis Booker on the TV series 21 Jump Street.  
 
WHY WE WANT TO KEEP MAKING THIS MOVIE IN BUCKHANNON 

 Strong local involvement every year 
 Stunning filming locations that elevate production quality 
 Highly talented local actors, extras, and youth 
 Tourism impact, with fans visiting the real filming locations 
 Positive messaging that reflects West Virginia in a beautiful, uplifting light 

 
ECONOMIC IMPACT TO THE CITY 
Hotels: 10–15 rooms booked for cast & crew 
Dining: Over 10 meals per day purchased from local restaurants 
Local purchases: Props, supplies, décor, and location rentals 
Tourism: Viewers are inspired to visit Buckhannon after watching the films 
 
CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH 
We provide hands-on access to a real film set for local teens and aspiring filmmakers. Many students earn: 

 Acting opportunities 
 IMDb credits 
 Behind-the-scenes production experience 
 Mentorship from professional filmmakers and actors 
 We want to continue building pathways for West Virginia youth to pursue creative careers—right here at 

home. 
 
THE FILM (2025 PRODUCTION OVERVIEW) 

 Full-length narrative Christmas feature 
 Total production budget: $60,000 
 Distribution on Amazon, Pure Flix, Tubi, and international platforms 
 50+ community volunteers 



 Hollywood-level cast 
 Filmed entirely in Buckhannon, WV 
 A detailed budget is available upon request. 

 
EXPOSURE FOR BUCKHANNON 
Each film is released to a global audience, appearing on major streaming platforms and in multiple languages. 
 
We also host the World Premiere in Buckhannon every December, bringing cast, visitors, and press into the 
community. 
 
THE FUTURE WITH YOUR SUPPORT 
Your continued support will: 

 Increase opportunities for local aspiring actors 
 Strengthen West Virginia’s presence in the faith-and-family film industry 
 Continue building Buckhannon’s reputation as a “Christmas movie town” 
 Bring national and international attention to Buckhannon every holiday season 

 
“Nothing echoes faith and family more than the City of Buckhannon. With your support, the world gets to see 
the beauty, charm, and heart of this community.” 
 
REQUEST SUMMARY 
Grant Requested: $2,500 
Purpose: Partial funding for Hank’s Christmas Wish 4: The Lost Letter 
Filming Dates: December 2025 
Location: Buckhannon, WV 
Producer: JCFILMS Studios (Nonprofit) 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Visit: www.JCFilms.org.  We look forward to continuing this wonderful partnership and making Buckhannon shine 
once again this Christmas season. 

Sanders/Zuliani motioned to approve the JCFilms Studio upcoming Hank’s Christmas Wish 
screening and support request as presented.  The motion carried. 

6. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested: Without objection, the Public 
Comment Period was opened and closed as no one had requested to be recognized. 
 
7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins: Mrs. Jenkins presented the current 
financial reports. 
 

 
 
a. Approval of Bill Payments: Mrs. Jenkins presented the following bills for payment approval by 
the City Council. 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
Reger/Zuliani motioned to approve the Payment of Bills.  The motion carried. 
 
b. Municipal Home Rule Program 2025 Progress Report - Mrs. Jenkins presented an overview of 
the report to the Council.  No action was necessary. 
 

MUNICIPAL HOME RULE PROGRAM 
2025 PROGESS REPORT 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

 
West Virginia State Code §8-1-5a (m) provides: 

“Commencing December 1, 2015, and each year thereafter, each participating municipality shall give a 
progress report to the Municipal Home Rule Board and commencing January 1, 2016, and each year 



thereafter, the Municipal Home Rule Board shall give a summary report of all the participating municipalities 
to the Joint Committee on Government and Finance.” 

The Municipal Home Rule Board has developed this standard format for Home Rule Program 
participating municipalities to prepare and submit their respective Annual Progress Reports.  The 
intent of this standard format is to gather and compile information in a consistent, easily 
understood, and efficient manner that will be used to develop a concise and practical summary 
report to the Joint Committee on Government and Finance. 

Annual Progress Reports must be submitted electronically as an individual file in PDF 
format no later than the close of business on the first business day of December, by emailing 
to WV Municipal Home Rule Board at MunicipalHomeRule@wv.gov. 
 

A. General Information 

Name of Municipality:  CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

Certifying Official: Title: Mayor 

Contact Person: Title: Assistant Recorder 

Address: 70 E Main St 

City, State, Zip: Buckhannon, WV 26201 

Telephone Number:  304-472-1651 Fax Number: 304-472-0934 

E-Mail Address: amby.jenkins@buckhannonwv.org 

2020 Census Population: 5186 

B. Municipal Classification 

        Class I  Class II XX Class III                     Class IV 

C. Attest 

I hereby confirm that I am the authorized official for this municipality and certify that the information 
submitted herein and attached hereto is true and accurate and that this report addresses each and 
every initiative included in the original Home Rule Pilot Program Plan Application for this municipality 
and any subsequent amendments, if applicable. 

     

Type Name of Certifying Official  Signature of Certifying Official  Date 

Please use this page to report progress on each non-tax related initiative included in your Home 
Rule Application and Amendment(s).  Each non-tax related initiative must be listed on a separate 
page. 

 

Initiative : Property Nuisance Abatement – Tax Lien – On-Site Citations 
 
 

Was this non-tax initiative a part of your original plan application X   or a plan amendment   ? 

Has the ordinance(s) needed to implement this initiative been enacted?   X Yes  No 

If yes, when was the ordinance enacted? July 19, 2015 

If no, please describe challenges faced in enacting the related ordinance(s). 
 

 

SUCCESSES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative which highlights successes realized 
through the implementation of this initiative and any metrics used to track performance. 



Forty one violations were issued in fiscal year 2024-25.  Tightening up the timeframe to allow 
issuance of citations has helped for a positive outcome of compliance.  
 
We have had no success in trying to place a tax lien on the property.  See narrative in “lessons 
learned” below.  The on-site citations help to remediate un-kept and vacant properties.   
 

LESSONS LEARNED – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting lessons learned 
during implementation of this revenue initiative that would benefit other municipalities. 

More Legislative action needs taken to make County Assessors and their software vendor recognize 
the benefit to this strategy.  Tax liens have proven to be challenging.  The Upshur County Assessor 
will not place the liens on the property taxes because Software Solutions, the company that controls 
the tax software will not recognize this as a tax lien.  Until they are directed to do so in writing by 
state law or State Auditor the liens will not be recognized or placed on the property.     

 

Please use this page to report progress on each non-tax related initiative included in your Home 
Rule Application and Amendment(s).  Each non-tax related initiative must be listed on a separate 
page. 

 

Initiative:  Part-time police officer and expanding maximum age. 

Was this non-tax initiative a part of your original plan application X   or a plan amendment   ? 

Has the ordinance(s) needed to implement this initiative been enacted?   X Yes  No 

If yes, when was the ordinance enacted? August 21, 2016 

If no, please describe challenges faced in enacting the related ordinance(s). 
 

 

SUCCESSES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative which highlights successes realized 
through the implementation of this initiative and any metrics used to track performance. 

The last time that Council authorized hiring a part time police officer was in May 2017.   This was an 
asset until June 2020 when the certified part time officer could no longer serve in that capacity.  The 
process to advertise, hire, train and certify a full-time police officer is lengthy.  The process to recruit 
then train and certify an officer takes six to 12 months.  A part time police officer can fill the void and 
continue police services without putting more burden on existing staff.  
The police department has been unable to recruit a certified part time police officer since 2020.  In 
general, it has been very difficult to attract qualified persons for the position of police officer. 
In 2022 Buckhannon shifted the funds that would have been allocated toward the part time position 
to the Chief of Police for taking on the added responsibility to handle CALEA certification 
management.   Buckhannon may still utilize the part time certified officer position in the future as it 
is a valuable tool. 

LESSONS LEARNED – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting lessons learned 
during implementation of this revenue initiative that would benefit other municipalities. 

It is difficult to recruit a certified part time police officer. 



Please use this page to report progress on each non-tax related initiative included in your Home 
Rule Application and Amendment(s).  Each non-tax related initiative must be listed on a separate 
page. 

 

Initiative:  Online Sale or Disposition of Municipal Property 

Was this non-tax initiative a part of your original plan application X   or a plan amendment   ? 

Has the ordinance(s) needed to implement this initiative been enacted?   X Yes  No 

If yes, when was the ordinance enacted? December 15, 2016 

If no, please describe challenges faced in enacting the related ordinance(s). 
 

 

SUCCESSES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative which highlights successes realized 
through the implementation of this initiative and any metrics used to track performance. 

In the 2020 report we noted that he first online auction was held in 2019.  All of our departments 
compiled a list of surplus equipment to be auctioned.  We drafted an RFP to select an auctioneer.  JJ 
Kane Auctioneers was awarded our auction service.  This proved very successful.  It exposed our 
items to a much larger audience.  We received over $61,000 for all of our departments, in combined 
revenue. 
We did not hold an auction in 2020 or 2021.   
In 2022 the City auctioned a problem property (Sedgwick St $45,500) that was obtained in a tax sale. 
A second property (Upper Drive) was obtained but did not receive a minimum bid at auction.  The 
house, which was in very poor condition, was demoed by the city. 
We did not hold an auction in 2023 or 2024.  We used Partner Auctions in September 2025 to auction 
off surplus equipment and received $50,876. 

LESSONS LEARNED – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting lessons learned 
during implementation of this revenue initiative that would benefit other municipalities. 

Using a professional auction service is more very beneficial.   

Please use this page to report progress on each non-tax related initiative included in your Home 
Rule Application and Amendment(s).  Each non-tax related initiative must be listed on a separate 
page. 

 

Initiative:  Change hours that non-intoxicating beer, wine and alcoholic liquor may be sold or 
dispensed from 1:00 pm to 10:00 am on Sundays in the City of Buckhannon 

Was this non-tax initiative a part of your original plan application    or a plan amendment   X? 

Has the ordinance(s) needed to implement this initiative been enacted?   X Yes  No 

If yes, when was the ordinance enacted? March 2, 2017 

If no, please describe challenges faced in enacting the related ordinance(s). 
 

 

SUCCESSES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative which highlights successes realized 
through the implementation of this initiative and any metrics used to track performance. 



The purpose of this initiative was to attract persons to downtown area for social gatherings at our 
local businesses that serve non-intoxicating beer, wine and alcoholic liquor on Sunday morning.  

LESSONS LEARNED – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting lessons learned 
during implementation of this revenue initiative that would benefit other municipalities. 

There was some public opposition to this, however, we have not experienced any negative affects 
to this measure.     
Nothing significant to report in 2024 or 2025. 

Please use this page to report progress on each tax related initiative included in your Home 
Rule Application.  Each tax related initiative must be listed on a separate page. 
 

Initiative:  Enterprise Zones-Municipal Real and Personal Property Rebates. 

Was this tax initiative a part of your original plan application X or a plan amendment    or  N/A  

Has the ordinance(s) needed to implement this initiative been enacted?   X Yes  No 

If yes, when was the ordinance enacted? August 15, 2015 

If no, please describe challenges faced in enacting the related ordinance(s). 

 

REVENUES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting revenue amounts and 
revenue categories realized; revenue amounts and revenue categories reduced; net revenue gain; and, 
any metrics used to track performance. 

As of this date, No revenues have been realized through this initiative 

SUCCESSES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting projects, improvements, 
programming, etc. realized through the implementation of this revenue initiative and any metrics used 
to track performance. 

No business has taken advantage of this at this time. 

LESSONS LEARNED – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting lessons learned 
during implementation of this revenue initiative that would benefit other municipalities. 

Please use this page to report progress on each tax related initiative included in your Home 
Rule Application.  Each tax related initiative must be listed on a separate page. 
 

Initiative:  Municipal Sales Tax and reduction of B&O tax. 



Was this tax initiative a part of your original plan application   or a plan amendment X Yes   or  
N/A  

Has the ordinance(s) needed to implement this initiative been enacted?   X Yes  No 

If yes, when was the ordinance enacted? Home Rule Nov 1, 2018, Sales Tax-Feb 7, 2019 

If no, please describe challenges faced in enacting the related ordinance(s). 

 

REVENUES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting revenue amounts and 
revenue categories realized; revenue amounts and revenue categories reduced; net revenue gain; and, 
any metrics used to track performance. 

B&O was reduced. In addition to the already existing $1,000.000.00 exemption, the tiered rates were 
reduced from $0.25 per hundred to $0.20 per hundred and $0.50 per hundred to $0.45 per hundred. 
 
The City of Buckhannon received from sales tax the following; 
$5574,685 January 2025 
 $530,960 April 2025 
$586,648 July 2025 
 $600,485 October 2025  
The budget for fy 2025-26 calls for use of $2.3 million dollars from sales tax fund for the City’s General 
Fund.   
 

SUCCESSES – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting projects, improvements, 
programming, etc. realized through the implementation of this revenue initiative and any metrics used 
to track performance. 

This report summarizes expenses supplemented with sales tax revenue. 
 
Council designation toward community 

 Contribution toward free community summer activity every Friday during the summer in downtown 
Buckhannon $10,000 

 Contribution toward the WV Strawberry Festival.  This draws thousands of people to Buckhannon 
during the week-long event. Contributed $25,000 Jan 2025 for fiscal year (24-25) 

 Outside entity funding program.  This program give opportunity through an application process for 
501(c)(3) organization to apply for funding that enhance community activities. Such as a non-profit 
filming company that showcases Buckhannon (Hank’s Christmas) $2,500; Bar-BQ Bash draws 
competitors form several states to Buckhannon $10,000. 

 Contribution toward public transit. $15,000 
 The local Airport Authority asked for an additional $20,000 contribution, due to lost revenue,  for a total 

contribution of $40,000 for the fiscal year 2025-26. 
 Upshur County Development Authority was allocated a total of $80,000.  $20,000 to fund a façade 

improvement program in Buckhannon; $25,000 to fund new small business start up grant; $35,000 for 
the Development Authority.  

City Hall 
 Repairs to building (budget for fy 2025-26) $10,000 

Parks: 
 City Park – General Fund budgeted $100,000 for park in fiscal year 2025-26.  
 Mowing of cemetery and city owned lots are outsourced so they are on regular schedules  $124,000 was 

allocated for this. 
Police Department: 

 Maintenance of K-9 purchased for department 
 In 2024, continued the program to rotated and lease financed cruisers. This ensures reliable cruisers for 

department use.   
 Police software annual maintenance 
 Continued funding for CALEA.  Accreditation was achieved through the help that funds were available 

for needed expenses to certify the department 
 New for 2022, added one new police officer position.  This will be an ongoing cost 
 Pay increases in 2022 will be an ongoing cost 
 Annual cost of mobile radios were budgeted $33,700 
 Newly budgeted for fiscal year 2025-26 are replacement of ballistic vests $14,000 and replacement of 

tasers $30,000 
Fire Department: 

 Budgeted for three new fire fighters in 2021. This will be an ongoing cost. 
 In 23-24 $60,000 was allocated toward a training facility. 24-25 $50,000 and 25-26 $50,000 



 In 2022 the City starting paying 100% of the insurance premium for the Volunteer Fire Department.  
This is an ongoing cost 

 In 2022 a new fire truck was delivered and has been financed.  This is an ongoing cost to 2031 
 In 2023 a new truck for the Fire Chief was obtained through the Enterprise vehicle lease program 
 In 2023 funding was allocated for Lifepak equipment 
 Pay increases in 2022. This is an ongoing expense. 
 In 25-26 budget funds were allocated toward recruitment and equipment and training for volunteer fire 

fighters. $15,000 
 24-25 budget also includes SCBA Airpaks this is an ongoing expense of $52,152 annually 

 
Street Department: 

 Concrete truck and silo continue to be financed.  We have seen a savings owning this in-house for small 
concrete jobs. 

 Property and buildings were purchased on the Mudlick Road in 2020.  The Street Department functions 
were moved to this complex and are shared with the Waste Collection Department.   Waste Department 
moved a large portion of their operations to this facility which will enable use of a large building for a 
fire and police training facility.  Annual property payment is $117,300. 

 $265,000 was allocated in the 25-26 budget for Street Department Projects 
 $90,114 was allocated in the 25-26 budget for lease finance payments and for equipment 
 $400,000 is allocated toward paving projects 25-26. 
 $100,000 will be contributed to the Stormwater Department of the Sanitary Board 

 
Stockert Youth Center: 

 Annual maintenance of Software obtained to help track various youth activities $3,900 annual 
 $100,000 is allocated in the fiscal year 2025-26 for building repairs or upgrades of doors, cameras, 

computers, foundation work. 
Colonial Arts Center: 

 This facility is a former theatre that was in a dilapidated condition.  Council voted to obtain the property 
in 2016.  Since then, some grants were obtained and some donations were received and fundraising 
activities conducted since then.  The building was renovated and is now in full use as an arts center owned 
and operated by the City of Buckhannon. New seating for the facility is $64,000 annually. 

 

LESSONS LEARNED – In the space below, please provide a brief narrative highlighting lessons learned 
during implementation of this revenue initiative that would benefit other municipalities. 

Prior to applying for this plank, the Buckhannon City Council established a Revenue Review Committee 
to explore options to increase revenue and identify projects and activities that the revenues would 
fund prior to public meeting and discussions with City Council. 

 

c. Approve City Hall Closure on December 16, 2025, from 12:00 Noon to 2:00 pm for City Hall 
Staff Christmas Party – Mrs. Jenkins presented the request to the Council. 
 
Sanders/Zuliani motioned to approve City Hall Closure on December 16, 2025, from 12:00 
Noon to 2:00 pm for the City Hall Staff Christmas Party.  The motion carried. 
 
8. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works Ethan Crosten: Mr. Crosten presented the 
following report: 
 
                                                                Buckhannon City Council  

Public Works Director Report 
By: Ethan Crosten 

November 20, 2025 
 

Street: 
 We are continuing to work on the North Florida Street sidewalk. 
 Working on a section of the sidewalk along Cooper Street as part of the sidewalk participation 

program. 
 Curbing along Pocahontas Street is nearly complete along the western portion of the street.  
 Finished Christmas decorations except for Main Street, which will be completed the week after 

Thanksgiving. 
Horticulture 
  Sedgwick- 5 maples 
 Latham- 8 crabapples and redbuds, on either end of the street. 
 Meade- 2 crabapples near the church parking lot/ playground 



 Barbour- A mix of crabapples and dogwoods near 90, 98 (2), 106 (2), 110 (2), 126 (3), 
and 140 (2). There are still several available spots on this street. 

 Pocahontas- A mix of crabapples and redbuds at or near 102 (2), 108 (2), 110(2), and 
between 132 and 132. There are six more available spots near the Marion end, I have 
two that will be planted in the spring after some corrections. 

 Fayette – There are 2 crabapples near 136 Fayette. Most of this street already has trees 
or power/ utility lines in prime planting locations. 

 College Ave. – One maple at 42 College, another will be going in at 46 College Ave. 
Parks 
 We have ordered the new playground equipment for North End Park. We are going to 

begin removing the equipment in the next couple of weeks in preparation for the new 
equipment.  

 
Waste:  

 The Transfer Station will be closed November 27 – 30th for Thanksgiving 
 Hiring a new Waste Collection Driver with applications due tomorrow. 
 

Sewer: 
 Continuing to work on the Henry Street sanitary sewer upgrade. 
 Completed the Mon Street lift station upgrade.  
 We have been repairing several taps and service line issues.  
 Completed some upgrades to the headworks of the plant. 

 
Stormwater 

o Continuing to work on the Taylor Street Storm sewer project as we have received 
appraisals for properties necessary to complete the project and met with a couple of 
property owners.  

 
Water: 

 Replaced a fire hydrant on Lumber Street 
 Repaired a significant leak in the rook of the WTP.  
 Continuing to work on property purchases and design relative to the new water treatment plant.  
 Working on the inventory management program required by funding agencies. 

 
Zoning and Code Enforcement 

 Nothing new 
 
Engineering: 

 Charles W. Gibson Library Remediation Project – Awaiting results from the asbestos testing 
that was performed on the two roofs. Continuing to work on the bid package for a roof 
replacement project for the library that will entail the installation of new roofs on the two 
sections of the library and addressing a possible low spot in the second story roof. 

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) North Locust Street Sidewalk &amp; 
Lighting Project (Gateway 

 North) – Waiting to hear back from the fifth property owner on the project. At this time, one 
property owner does not want to provide access through their property, and one property owner 
is requesting detailed design information. Waiting to hear back from WVDOH as to whether 
that information can be provided at this time. 

 Colonial Arts Center –Colonial Arts Center – Continuing with HVAC return duct installation 
options for a new HVAC system for the CAC. At this time, there are existing conditions that 
need to be addressed before proceeding too much further, including the relocation of stage and 
theater lights and the installation of sprinkler lines. 

 FEMA / WVEMD – Taylor Street Storm sewer grant application – The four (4) property 
appraisals were received last week, so I am continuing to work on the FEMA grant application. 
Due to the federal government shutdown, the deadline for the application submittal is January 
9, 2026. 

 
a. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits – The 

Building and Wiring Permits had been circulated for review earlier in the day and also 
appeared in the Council packet. 
 

 
 
 
 



                    Permit Fee Report #76771 - #76782 
 

      11/06/2025 - 11/19/2025 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applican
t Name 

Applica
nt 

Address 

Primary 
Contracto

r 

Descriptio
n 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electric
al 

Propert
y Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspec
tion 

Zoning 
Appro

val 
Date 

Histo
ric 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 
Zo
ne 
Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Eleva
tion 

Certifi
cate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7677
7 

Goldilocks 
Pediatrics 
Mongold 
Medical 
Services 

1 Bobcat 
Lane 

J.A.M. 
HOME 
IMPROVEM
ENT LLC 

Change of 
Use, 
Signage on 
Building 
4'x5', 
Wayfinding 
Signage 
Vinyl Decal 
Replacemen
t & 
Electrical  

1,999.00 100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 11/12/2
025 

No N/A No  

7677
1 

CBS 
House of 
Hair 

33 S 
Florida St 

 Electrical 
Compliance 
Inspection, 
Window 
Door Decal 
Signage 

1,999.00 100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

 11/5/20
25 

Yes N/A No  

7677
3 

KANAWH
A 
LOUNGE-
AMBIKA 
HOSPITAL
ITY  

18 S 
KANAWH
A ST 

WILLIAM R 
SHARPE 
LLC 

EMERGENC
Y EXIT 
LIGHTING 
(PER FIRE 
MARSHAL), 
INTERIOR 
LIGHTING 
FIXTURES, 
(NO 
RECEPTABL
ES 
INSTALL) 
EXISTING 
MARQUEE 
LIGHTING, 
PAINTING & 
CARPET 
REPLACEME
NT  

2,500.00 100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 11/7/20
25 

Yes Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

     6,498.0
0 

300.0
0 

       

Group Total: 3 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7678
0 

CHAPEL 
HILL 

88 S 
KANAWH
A ST 

NESBITT 
CONTRACT
ING  

PITCH 
ROOF ON 
EXISTING 
FLAT ROOF 
WITH 1 
FOOT 
OVERHANG 

6,000.00 57.00  No 11/14/2
025 

 N/A No No 

7677
9 

HILL 
FOLK 
MARKET 

1 
COLLEGE 
AVE 
SUITE 
103 

 30 SQ FT 
SIGN (5'X6') 
on building  

500.00 15.00  No 11/12/2
025 

Yes N/A No No 

7677
7 

Goldilocks 
Pediatrics 
Mongold 
Medical 
Services 

1 Bobcat 
Lane 

J.A.M. 
HOME 
IMPROVEM
ENT LLC 

Change of 
Use, 
Signage on 
Building 
4'x5', 
Wayfinding 
Signage 
Vinyl Decal 
Replacemen
t & 
Electrical  

1,999.00 15.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 11/12/2
025 

No N/A No  

7677
1 

CBS 
House of 
Hair 

33 S 
Florida St 

 Electrical 
Compliance 
Inspection, 
Window 
Door Decal 
Signage 

1,999.00 15.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

 11/5/20
25 

Yes N/A No  



     10,498.
00 

102.0
0 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Demolition 

7677
4 

CITIZENS 
BANK  

THORPE 
LN  

HIGH 
POINT 
CONSTRUC
TION  

RAZING A  
METAL 
BLDING  

23,250.0
0 

20.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes N/A No No 

7677
5 

CITIZENS 
BANK 

3 
FRANKLI
N ST 

HIGH 
POINT 
CONSTRUC
TION  

RAZING A 
BRICK 
BLDING  

23,250.0
0 

20.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes N/A No No 

     46,500.
00 

40.00        

Group Total: 2 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7678
1 

SCHYLER 
SMITH 

382 
BEECH 
ST 

 (25'X35') 
GARAGE 
(20' 
HEIGHT), 
EXTENDING 
EXISTING 
GRAVEL 
DRIVEWAY 

3,070.00 33.77 B1 
Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construc
tion) 

No 11/19/2
025 

No N/A No No 

7678
2 

JOANNE 
MCCARDL
E 

199 S 
FLORIDA 
ST 

 (5'X10') 
FRONT 
PORCH, 19' 
ADA RAMP 
TO THE 
CITY 
STREET 

400.00 10.00  No 11/19/2
025 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7677
8 

DEVIN 
LANDIS 

224 
POCAHO
NTAS ST 

 6' VINYL 
FENCE 

3,500.00 38.50  No 11/5/20
25 

No N/A No No 

7677
6 

MEGAN 
ROSENCR
ANCE  

136 
POCAHO
NTAS ST 

REGER 
COMPANIE
S, LLC 

REROOF 4,300.00 47.30  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7677
2 

GREG 
PATTISO
N  

50 
SMITHFI
ELD ST 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUC
TION LLC 

BASEMENT 
WATERPRO
OFING 

10,300.0
0 

113.3
0 

B2 
Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (500 
sq ft) 

No 10/10/2
025 

Yes N/A No No 

     21,570.
00 

242.8
7 

       

Group Total: 5 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7678
1 

SCHYLER 
SMITH 

382 
BEECH 
ST 

 (25'X35') 
GARAGE 
(20' 
HEIGHT), 
EXTENDING 
EXISTING 
GRAVEL 
DRIVEWAY 

3,070.00 100.0
0 

B1 
Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construc
tion) 

No 11/19/2
025 

No N/A No No 

7677
2 

GREG 
PATTISO
N  

50 
SMITHFI
ELD ST 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUC
TION LLC 

BASEMENT 
WATERPRO
OFING 

10,300.0
0 

100.0
0 

B2 
Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (500 
sq ft) 

No 10/10/2
025 

Yes N/A No No 

     13,370.
00 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7678
1 

SCHYLER 
SMITH 

382 
BEECH 
ST 

 (25'X35') 
GARAGE 
(20' 
HEIGHT), 
EXTENDING 
EXISTING 
GRAVEL 
DRIVEWAY 

3,070.00 20.00 B1 
Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (New 
Construc
tion) 

No 11/19/2
025 

No N/A No No 



7678
2 

JOANNE 
MCCARDL
E 

199 S 
FLORIDA 
ST 

 (5'X10') 
FRONT 
PORCH, 19' 
ADA RAMP 
TO THE 
CITY 
STREET 

400.00 20.00  No 11/19/2
025 

No Zon
e 
AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7678
0 

CHAPEL 
HILL 

88 S 
KANAWH
A ST 

NESBITT 
CONTRACT
ING  

PITCH 
ROOF ON 
EXISTING 
FLAT ROOF 
WITH 1 
FOOT 
OVERHANG 

6,000.00 20.00  No 11/14/2
025 

 N/A No No 

7677
9 

HILL 
FOLK 
MARKET 

1 
COLLEGE 
AVE 
SUITE 
103 

 30 SQ FT 
SIGN (5'X6') 
on building  

500.00 20.00  No 11/12/2
025 

Yes N/A No No 

7677
7 

Goldilocks 
Pediatrics 
Mongold 
Medical 
Services 

1 Bobcat 
Lane 

J.A.M. 
HOME 
IMPROVEM
ENT LLC 

Change of 
Use, 
Signage on 
Building 
4'x5', 
Wayfinding 
Signage 
Vinyl Decal 
Replacemen
t & 
Electrical  

1,999.00 20.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 11/12/2
025 

No N/A No  

7677
8 

DEVIN 
LANDIS 

224 
POCAHO
NTAS ST 

 6' VINYL 
FENCE 

3,500.00 20.00  No 11/5/20
25 

No N/A No No 

7677
2 

GREG 
PATTISO
N  

50 
SMITHFI
ELD ST 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUC
TION LLC 

BASEMENT 
WATERPRO
OFING 

10,300.0
0 

20.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Residenti
al (500 
sq ft) 

No 10/10/2
025 

Yes N/A No No 

7677
1 

CBS 
House of 
Hair 

33 S 
Florida St 

 Electrical 
Compliance 
Inspection, 
Window 
Door Decal 
Signage 

1,999.00 20.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

 11/5/20
25 

Yes N/A No  

     27,768.
00 

160.0
0 

       

Group Total: 8 

     126,20
4.00 

1,044
.87 

       

 

 

Total Records: 24 11/19/2025 
 

 

Sanders/Bucklew motioned to approve the Building and Wiring Permits.  The motion 
carried with Reger abstaining. 
 
 
9. Police Department Report – Chief Matthew Gregory – Chief Gregory noted that he had no 
additional items beyond regular operations, referencing his monthly report that was in the meeting 
packet.  He opened the floor for questions; the Council raised none.  



 

 
 
a. Approval Mutual Aid Agreement between the BPD & Upshur County Sheriff's Office – Chief 
Gregory provided an overview of the agreement, noting there were no significant changes from the 
previous agreement. 
 

 



 

 



 
 
Sanders/Zuliani motioned to approve the Mutual Aid Agreement between the BPD & Upshur 
County Sheriff's Office.  The motion carried.  
 
b. Erica Bennett, Peer Liaison-First Choice Peers Program Annual Report – Chief Gregory 
recognized and introduced Erica Bennett. The Chief noted that Ms. Bennett serves as the peer 
liaison embedded with the Buckhannon Police Department through First Choice Services. Since 
joining in spring 2024, she has provided vital support addressing substance use disorder, 
homelessness, and behavioral health issues. Ms. Bennett has made a significant impact in the 
community and will continue to provide regular updates to the Council on her activities.  
 
Erica Bennett reported that recent efforts have focused on sustaining long-term recovery and 
housing stability while strengthening community partnerships. September’s Save-A-Life Day 
marked a milestone, with 132,959 doses of Narcan distributed nationwide, including 1,278 in 
Upshur County, where every recipient was trained. Local overdose rates and deaths have declined, 
supported by expanded training, awareness, and collaboration with St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Emergency Department. The peer liaison program, initially a three-year grant, has shown strong 
outcomes and is expanding statewide, with future funding opportunities under discussion. Overall, 
the initiative is delivering measurable impact—fewer individuals living on the streets, more 
sustained recoveries, and stronger community engagement.  The Council overwhelmingly thanked 
and congratulated Ms. Bennett on her successful work. 
 



 

 

 
 



10. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill - Mayor Skinner recognized City Attorney Tom 
O’Neill who presented these three resolutions, Items 10. a –c, to the Council, which cover two 
separate projects. Resolution 2025-13 supports a grant application for the 9-1-1 addressing project, 
which would allow the City to pursue FEMA funding. Resolutions 2025-14 and 2025-15 relate to a 
storm sewer mitigation project along Camden Avenue between Taylor and Preston Streets. 
Resolution 2025-14 expresses the City’s support for the project, while Resolution 2025-15 
authorizes the Mayor to sign necessary documents and designates City Engineer Jay Hollen as the 
primary contact with FEMA. Mr. O’Neill emphasized that these resolutions do not commit City funds 
but simply enable the pursuit of public funding.  
 a. Approve Resolution 2025-13 Support for the FEMA Grant for E-911 Addressing Project 
 b. Approve Resolution 2025-14 Support for the FEMA Grant for Taylor Street Storm Sewer 
 Collection System Project 
 c. Approve Resolution 2025-15 Designating an Authorized Agent for the FEMA Grant for 
Taylor Street Storm Sewer Collection System Project 
 
Reger/Sanders motioned to Resolution 2025-13 Support for the FEMA Grant for E-911 
Addressing Project, Resolution 2025-14 Support for the FEMA Grant for Taylor Street Storm 
Sewer Collection System Project, Resolution 2025-15 Designating an Authorized Agent for 
the FEMA Grant for Taylor Street Storm Sewer Collection System Project in a single vote, 
followed by a roll call confirming support.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Roll Call: Reger – Yes; Skinner – Yes; Sanders – Yes; Zuliani – Yes; Bucklew – Yes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-13 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-13 OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
FORMALLY DESIGNATING SUPPORT FOR THE FEMA 5% INITIATIVE GRANT 

FOR THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON E-911 ADDRESSING PROJECT 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon is consistently striving to more readily and accurately 
respond to any 911 calls by its Fire Department and its Police Department and First Responders; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon’s current addressing model is not in compliance with 
National Emergency Number Association (NENA) 911 addressing standards; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon recognizes the need for readdress all structures with 
addresses inside the corporation limits so as to conform with the NENA 911 addressing 
requirements; and  

WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon has submitted an application to the West Virginia 
Emergency Management Division (WVEMD) for a Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) Five Percent (5%) Initiative Grant Program to request funding for the purpose of 
readdressing all structures with addresses inside the corporation limits so as to conform with the 
NENA E-911 addressing requirements; and 

 
WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon shall give assurance that the WVEMD’s and FEMA’s 

regulations related to the grant administration, civil rights and other applicable Federal and State 
laws will be followed; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Buckhannon 
  
Hereby resolves to support the FEMA 5% Initiative Grant application associated with the 

request for funding for the purpose of readdressing all structures with addresses inside the 
corporation limits so as to conform with the NENA E-911 addressing requirements; and  

 
Recognizes that the FEMA 5% Initiative Grant E-911 Addressing Project is consistent with 

the Region VII Hazard Mitigation Plan under Goal 1 through Goal 3 through in Section 3.0 
Mitigation Strategy on Page 426; and 
 
 The City Recorder shall certify the passage and adoption of this Resolution, No. 2025-13. 
 

VOTE ON RESOLUTION 



 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder of the City of Buckhannon, a West Virginia municpal 
corporation, do hereby vertify tha the foregoing Resolution No. 2025-13 was lawfully passed and 
enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon during a regular meeting of the City Council on 
November 20, 2025. 

 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-14 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-14 OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
FORMALLY DESIGNATING SUPPORT FOR THE FEMA HAZARD MITIGATION 

GRANT PROGRAM (HMGP) GRANT FOR THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON’S 
TAYLOR STREET STORM SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT. 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon is consistently striving to make improvements to its 
existing storm sewer collection systems; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon’s recognizes that the existing storm sewer collection 
system from Camden Avenue and the Buckhannon River between Taylor Street and Preston Street 
is experiencing difficulties in transmitting water in the respective watershed; and 

WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon has submitted an application to the West Virginia 
Emergency Management Division (WVEMD) from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) to request funding for the purpose of the 
construction of a new storm sewer collection system from Camden Avenue and the Buckhannon 
River between Taylor Street and Preston Street; and 
 

WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon shall give assurance that the WVEMD’s and FEMA’s 
regulations related to the grant administration, civil rights and other applicable Federal and State 
laws will be followed; and 



 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Buckhannon 
  
Hereby resolves to support the FEMA HMGP application associated with the request for 

funding for the purpose of the construction of a new storm sewer collection system from Camden 
Avenue and the Buckhannon River between Taylor Street and Preston Street; and  

 
Hereby recognizes the Taylor Street Storm Sewer Collection Project is consistent with the 

Region VII Hazard Mitigation Plan which states in Section 3.0 Mitigation Strategy on Page 525 
under Item BUC-3 that the City of Buckhannon will continue to “Enhance storm sewer capabilities 
throughout the City.”; and 

 
 The City Recorder shall certify the passage and adoption of this Resolution, No. 2025-14. 
 

VOTE ON RESOLUTION 

                      IN FAVOR             OPPOSED 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder of the City of Buckhannon, a West Virginia municpal 
corporation, do hereby vertify tha the foregoing Resolution No. 2025-14 was lawfully passed and 
enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon during a regular meeting of the City Council on 
November 20, 2025. 

 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-15 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-15 OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

FORMALLY DESIGNATING AN AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR THE FEMA HAZARD 
MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM (HMGP) GRANT FOR THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON’S 
TAYLOR STREET STORM SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT. 

 



 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon is consistently striving to make improvements to its 
existing storm sewer collection systems; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon’s recognizes that the existing storm sewer collection 
system from Camden Avenue and the Buckhannon River between Taylor Street and Preston Street 
is experiencing difficulties in transmitting water in the respective watershed; and 

WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon has submitted an application to the West Virginia 
Emergency Management Division (WVEMD) from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) to request funding for the purpose of the 
construction of a new storm sewer collection system from Camden Avenue and the Buckhannon 
River between Taylor Street and Preston Street; and 
 

WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon shall give assurance that the WVEMD’s and FEMA’s 
regulations related to the grant administration, civil rights and other applicable Federal and State 
laws will be followed; and 
 

WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon shall designate a Primary Contact to act on its behalf 
in association with the application and execute all necessary program documents; and 

 
WHEREAS the City of Buckhannon shall designate an Authorized Agent to execute all 

necessary legal documents and/or agreement, act on behalf of the City of Buckhannon and approve 
all matching funds. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Buckhannon 
  
(1) Hereby authorizes Robert N. Skinner, III, the Mayor of the City of Buckhannon, in his 

role as the Authorized Agent, to execute the said application, agreement, contract and any other 
necessary documents on behalf of the Council of the City of Buckhannon, and that he be 
empowered to sign the application, the contract and any agreement necessary to obtain these funds 
as the authorized official in connection with this application and subsequent grant; and  

 
(2) Hereby authorizes James S. Hollen, III, PE, the City Engineer of the City of 

Buckhannon, in his role as the Primary Contact, oversee the project management and project 
administration tasks associated with this application; and 
 
 (3) The City Recorder shall certify the passage and adoption of this Resolution, No. 2025-15. 

 
VOTE ON RESOLUTION 

                      IN FAVOR             OPPOSED 
 

 



CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 

I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder of the City of Buckhannon, a West Virginia municpal 
corporation, do hereby vertify tha the foregoing Resolution No. 2025-15 was lawfully passed and 
enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon during a regular meeting of the City Council on 
November 20, 2025. 

 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder 

11. New Business Discussions 
a. City’s Appointment of Lily Hicks to the Upshur County Convention & Visitors Bureau – 
Mayor Skinner made this recommendation to the Council. 
 
Sanders/Zuliani motioned to approve the appointment of Lily Hicks to the Upshur County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau as a City Representative.  The motion carried.  
 
b. City’s Appointment to the Upshur County Recreation Board – This item was carried forward 
to a future meeting. 
 
12. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 
Scott Randall: Mr. Randall was absent. 
 
Jack Reger: Mr. Reger expressed appreciation for the excellent work being done by Erica Bennett, 
our Peer Liaison, and extended warm wishes for a happy Thanksgiving to all. 
 
Pamela Bucklew: Mrs. Bucklew reminded everyone that Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Jr. will 
open on December 4th at the Colonial Arts Center, followed by the Furtastic Elimination Dinner on 
December 6th.  She noted that tickets are available and encouraged anyone interested to reach out, 
while also wishing everyone a safe and blessed Thanksgiving with their families. 
 
Robert Zuliani: Mr. Zuliani added his own Thanksgiving greetings and congratulated the Upshur 
County Special Olympics team for earning a silver medal in volleyball at the Western Union Fall 
Festival held in Parkersburg on November 2nd. 
 
13. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements – Recorder Sanders provided the 
following report: 
 
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Recorder Sanders reported on the 
following: 
  i.  UCRC 5k 11/27/25 7:30am Jawbone Park 
  ii.  BFD Christmas Parade 12/05/25 6:00pm 
  iii. Cancellation of the City Council Meeting January 1, 2026 due to Holiday 
  iv. FOIA Request & Fulfillment from Mark Best re: WTP Feasibility Report 
  v.  Public Notice of Change in Water Rates re: Ordinance # 476 
 

Tariff Form No. 12 
(Tariff Rule 23.1 et seq.) 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES BY NON-LRR MUNI UTILITY 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Buckhannon-Water Board, a public utility, has adopted by 
ordinance #476 at 7:00 pm on November 6, 2025 a tariff containing increased rates, tolls and charges for 
furnishing Water service to 3,964 customers in the City of Buckhannon and communities in Upshur 
County and Public Service District that serve parts of Randolph County. 
The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective January 1, 2026 for Step 1; January 1, 
2027 for Step 2; and January 1, 2028 for Step 3, unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service 
Commission and will produce approximate annual additional revenues, and percentage increases as 
described below.  The average monthly bill for the various classes of customers will be changed as 
follows: 
 
STEP 1 



The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective January 1, 2026 unless ordered by the 
Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) and will produce approximately $574,673 annually in 
additional revenues, an increase of 20.62% 
          $ Increase % Increase 
Residential (3,400 gallons)     $   5.62  20.62% 
Commercial (10,000 gallons)   $ 16.32  20.66% 
Public authority (14,000 gallons)  $ 22.80  20.66% 
Sale for Resale (per 1,000 gallons)  $     .51  20.40% 
 
STEP 2 
The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective January 1, 2027 unless ordered by the 
Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) and will produce approximately $574,674 annually in 
additional revenues, an increase of 17.12% 
         $ Increase % Increase 
Residential (3,400 gallons)    $   5.63  17.12% 
Commercial (10,000 gallons)  $ 16.32  17.12% 
Public authority (14,000 gallons) $ 22.80  17.12% 
Sale for Resale (per 1,000 gallons) $     .52  17.28% 
 
STEP 3 
The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective January 1, 2028 unless ordered by the 
Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) and will produce approximately $574,674 annually in 
additional revenues, an increase of 14.61% 
         $ Increase % Increase 
Residential (3,400 gallons)    $   5.63  14.61% 
Commercial (10,000 gallons)  $ 16.28  14.58% 
Public authority (14,000 gallons) $ 22.80  14.62% 
Sale for Resale (per 1,000 gallons) $     .52  14.73% 
 
Resale customers of the City of Buckhannon-Water Boad include Adrian Public Service District; Mount 
Hope Water Association; Elkins Road Public Service District and Hodgesville Public Service District.  
 
The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers 
may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges 
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission 
in its review of this filing. The Commission shall review and approve or modify the increased rates only 
upon the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days of the adoption of the ordinance changing said rates or 
charges, by: 
 
(1) Any customer aggrieved by the changed rates or charges who presents to the Commission a petition 
signed by not less than twenty-five percent of the customers served by such municipally operated public 
utility; or 
 
(2) Any customer who is served by a municipally operated utility and who resides outside the corporate 
limits and who is affected by the change in said rates or charges and who presents to the Commission a 
petition alleging discrimination between customers within and without the municipal boundaries. Said 
petition shall be accompanied by evidence of discrimination; or 
 
(3) Any customer or group of customers of a municipally utility who are affected by said change in rates 
who reside within the municipal boundaries and who present a petition to the Commission alleging 
discrimination between said customer or group of customers and other customers of the municipal utility. 
Said petition shall be accompanied by evidence of discrimination. 
 
All petitions should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West 
Virginia, 201 Brooks Street, P. O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. 
 
A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of the utility to provide any 
information requested concerning it, is available to all customers, prospective customers, or their agents at 
any of the following offices of the utility. 
 

Buckhannon City Hall 
70 E Main Street 

Buckhannon, WV  26201 
 

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of 
the Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, P. O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. 
(Posted in lobby of City Halll on November 7, 2025) 
 



 vi. Public Hearing Notice-Submission of the FEMA Grant Application for the Proposed Taylor 
Street Storm Sewer Collection System Project -December 4, 2025 7:00pm 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON SUBMISSION OF FEMA GRANT APPLICATION TAYLOR 
STREET STORM SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT – PHASE 1 

Notice is hereby given that the Council of the City of Buckhannon (the “City”), in accordance with 
requirements of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), will conduct a public hearing on 
Thursday, December 4, 2025, at 7:00 PM EST in Council Chambers at Buckhannon City Hall. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment regarding the City’s proposed submission of an 
application under the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program for funding to construct Phase 1 of the 
Taylor Street Storm Sewer Collection System Project. 

Members of the public are invited to attend and provide oral comments during the hearing.  

Written comments may also be submitted in advance or no later than the hearing date to:  

City Hall 
70 East Main Street 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
Attn: Public Hearing – Storm Sewer Project Application 
 
By Order of the Council of the City of Buckhannon 
Honorable Robert N. Skinner, Mayor 
 
 
vii.  Public Hearing Notice-Submission of the FEMA Grant Application for the Proposed E-911 

Addressing Project-December 4, 2025 7:00pm 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FOR THE 
SUBMISSION OF THE FEMA 5% INITIATIVE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE 

PROPOSED E-911 ADDRESSING PROJECT 

Notice is hereby given that the Council of the City of Buckhannon (the “City”), in accordance with 
requirements of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), will conduct a public hearing on 
Thursday, December 4, 2025, immediately following the previously-scheduled 7:00 PM EST public 
hearing in Council Chambers at Buckhannon City Hall. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment regarding the City’s proposed submission of an 
application under the FEMA 5% Initiative Grant Program to support the readdressing of all structures 
located within the City’s corporate limits to conform with the National Emergency Number Association 
(NENA) E-911 addressing requirements. 

Members of the public are invited to attend and provide oral comments during the hearing. 

Written comments may also be submitted in advance or no later than the hearing date to: 
 
City Hall 
70 East Main Street 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
Attn: Public Hearing – E-911 Addressing Project Application 
 
By Order of the Council of the City of Buckhannon 
Honorable Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
 
 
b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
   i.    November 22, 2025-Holly Jolly Craft Show 
   ii.  December 05, 2025- Screening of Hank’s Christmas Wish 3 
   iii. December 06, 2025- Holiday “FURtastic” Elimination Dinner 
 



Recorder Sanders thanked Erica Bennett for her work, and the Charles W. Gibson Library for its 
continued commitment to the community. 
 
14. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements -Mayor Skinner encouraged the community to 
support local businesses during the holiday season, emphasizing their vital role in sustaining 
Buckhannon’s culture and fabric. He noted that local businesses consistently give back through 
donations and sponsorships, citing examples such as Buckhannon-Upshur teams benefiting from 
concession stand proceeds from the Zul’s stand at WVU games. He urged residents to “buy it here” 
whenever possible, or seek ways to source items locally if they aren’t readily available. Skinner also 
highlighted the Chamber of Commerce’s upcoming “12 Days of Christmas” initiative, which will 
showcase twelve member businesses through advertising and sponsorship on social media. He 
closed by asking everyone to do their part to shop locally and strengthen the community this 
holiday season.   
 
Mayor Skinner noted a request by the City’s Director of Public Works for an Executive Session to 
discuss property matters per WV Code WV Code§ 6-9A-4.   
 
At 7:45 PM, Sanders/Reger motioned to move into an Executive Session to discuss property 
matters per WV Code WV Code§ 6-9A-4.  The motion carried. 
 
At 8:33 PM, Sanders/Zuliani motioned to leave the Executive Session.  The motion carried.  
 
Mayor Skinner noted that at 8:33 PM, we came out of executive session where we had a discussion 
relative to property matters as permissible by state code. 
 
15. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
At 8:34 p.m., Reger made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


