
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

Two public hearings and a regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council were held on Thursday, 
December 4, 2025, beginning at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following 
individuals were in attendance (GTM indicates by GoToMeeting*):  
 
Mayor              Robbie Skinner   Present 
City Recorder            Randy Sanders   Present 
Council Member           Pam Bucklew   Present 
Council Member           Jack Reger    Present 
Council Member           Robert Zuliani   Present 
Council Member           Scott Randall   Present  
Council Member           Vacant     N/A 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance        Amberle Jenkins  Present 
City Attorney            Tom O’Neill   Present 
Buckhannon Fire Department        Chief J.B. Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works         Ethan Crosten   Present 
City Hall Office Manager         Barbara Hinkle   Present 
 
Media: 
Channel 3             Rodney Irvin   Present 
MyBuckhannon.com          Brian Bergstrom  Present 
Record Delta            Noah Jeffries   Present - GTM 
 
Attendance for Public Hearing I: See the sign-in sheet, which is part of the minutes.   
 
Attendance for Public Hearing II: See the sign-in sheet, which is part of the minutes.   
 
Guests: Tammy Reger, UC Chamber of Commerce; Lily Hicks, Courtney Luckasevic, Angela Hess, 
Kelsey Luterek, and Julie McCourt, all of Leadership Upshur. 

 
     Council of the City of Buckhannon 

Public Meeting Agenda 
7:00 PM | Thursday, December 4, 2025 
Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 

 
1. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

I. TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FOR 
THE  SUBMISSION OF THE FEMA GRANT APPLICATION TAYLOR STREET STORM 
SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT PHASE 

II.  TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FOR 
THE SUBMISSION OF THE FEMA 5% INITIATIVE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE 
PROPOSED E-911 ADDRESSING PROJECT 

 
2. Call to Order  

 
3. Moment of Silent Reflection 

 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 11/20/25 

 
6. Recognition of Guests 

a. Leadership Upshur -Service Project Update 
b. West Virginia Wesleyan College Student Senate Wyatt Burns 

 
7. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 

 
8. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins 

a. Call for Election 2026 
b. Approval Renewal Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance Services (VFIS) 
c. Approve Payment of Bills 

 
9. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works, Ethan Crosten 

a. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits 
 



10. Fire Department Report – Chief J.B. Kimble 
 

11.  City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neil 
       a. Authorization for Property Acquisition for the New Water Treatment Plant 
 

12. Old Business Discussions 
 

13. New Business Discussions 
      a. City’s Appointment to the Upshur County Recreation Board 
      b. Planning Commission – Two Vacant Seats 
 

14. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 

15. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements 
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

i.  Weyerhaeuser’s THRIVE Buckhannon Community Development Survey 
ii.  BFD Christmas Parade on 12/05/2025, at 6:00pm 
iii.  Annual Menorah Lighting in Jawbone Park on 12/14/25, at 7:00 p.m. 
iv.  City Hall will be closed from 12:00 Noon to 2:00pm on 12/16/2025 for Staff 

Holiday Party 
v.  Cancellation of the City Council Meeting January 1, 2026, due to Holiday 

b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
i.  December 05, 2025 - Hank’s Christmas Wish 3: Elvis Lives Movie Premiere 
ii.  December 06, 2025 - Holiday “FURtastic” Elimination Dinner 
iii.  December 07, 2025 – WVARNG 601st Holiday Celebration (Private) 
iv.  December 09, 2025 - Corporate Holiday Celebration (Private Event) 
v.  December 13, 2025 – Corporate Holiday Celebration (Private Event) 
vi.  December 16, 2025 – Rotary Club of Buckhannon Upshur Holiday Dinner 

(Members & Guests) 
vii. December 17, 2025 – WVARNG USPFO Holiday Celebration (Private) 

 
16. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 
17. Declaration of Adjournment 

 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on December 1, 2025.  *Those who participated in this meeting virtually 
used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by phone, call: (571) 317-3112, access code: 443-910-
693. 
 
1. PUBLIC HEARINGS  
I. TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FOR THE 
SUBMISSION OF THE FEMA GRANT APPLICATION TAYLOR STREET STORM SEWER 
COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT PHASE  - At 7:02 p.m., Mayor Skinner called Public Hearing I to 
order regarding the City of Buckhannon’s submission of a FEMA grant application for the Taylor 
Street Storm Sewer Collection System Project Phase II. The Mayor invited public comment; none 
was offered. The Mayor declared Public Hearing I closed. 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

CITY OF BUCKHANNON SUBMISSION OF FEMA GRANT APPLICATION TAYLOR 
STREET STORM SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT – PHASE 1 

Notice is hereby given that the Council of the City of Buckhannon (the “City”), in accordance with 
requirements of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), will conduct a public hearing on 
Thursday, December 4, 2025, at 7:00 PM EST in Council Chambers at Buckhannon City Hall. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment regarding the City’s proposed submission of an 
application under the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program for funding to construct Phase 1 of the 
Taylor Street Storm Sewer Collection System Project. 

Members of the public are invited to attend and provide oral comments during the hearing.  

Written comments may also be submitted in advance or no later than the hearing date to:  

City Hall 
70 East Main Street 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
Attn: Public Hearing – Storm Sewer Project Application 



 
By Order of the Council of the City of Buckhannon 
Honorable Robert N. Skinner, Mayor 
 

 
 
II. TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FOR THE 
SUBMISSION OF THE FEMA 5% INITIATIVE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE PROPOSED E-911 
ADDRESSING PROJECT - At 7:03 p.m., Mayor Skinner called Public Hearing II regarding the City of 
Buckhannon to submit the FEMA 5% Initiative Grant Application for the proposed E-911 
Addressing Project to order. The Mayor asked if any persons in attendance would like to be heard 
regarding this Public Hearing.   
 
Nancy Shobe was recognized and spoke in opposition to a citywide readdressing, citing prior 
Council review, resident inconvenience, and concerns for elderly residents. She urged the City to 
correct only the approximately 230 problematic “half-number” addresses identified by the Postal 
Service. She questioned whether residents had been adequately notified and encouraged the City to 
pause the process for additional public input. 
 
Lynn Shaver also spoke in opposition, stating that the project would be an unnecessary burden on 
residents and a misuse of FEMA funds. She emphasized that GPS, new street signage, and the 
requirement of visible house numbers would be more effective and less disruptive. 
 
City Engineer Jay Hollen clarified that this hearing is the first required step in the FEMA application 
process. If the grant is awarded, additional public hearings will occur before any project is 
advertised or awarded. 
 
A brief discussion followed between Mrs. Shobe and Mayor Skinner regarding public notification 
procedures. 
 
Fire Chief J.B. Kimble addressed the operational challenges posed by inconsistent addressing, citing 
recent incidents in which responders struggled to locate residences. He explained that the City’s 
numbering system contains numerous inconsistencies and that correcting only the 230 problematic 
addresses would not resolve systemic issues. He emphasized that a distance-based addressing 
system would improve emergency response. 
 
Mayor Skinner reiterated that no decisions were being made at this time and that additional 
opportunities for public input will occur in 2026. 
 
Hearing no further comments, the Mayor declared Public Hearing II closed at 7:28 p.m. 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON FOR THE 
SUBMISSION OF THE FEMA 5% INITIATIVE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE 

PROPOSED E-911 ADDRESSING PROJECT 



Notice is hereby given that the Council of the City of Buckhannon (the “City”), in accordance with 
requirements of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), will conduct a public hearing on 
Thursday, December 4, 2025, immediately following the previously-scheduled 7:00 PM EST public 
hearing in Council Chambers at Buckhannon City Hall. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment regarding the City’s proposed submission of an 
application under the FEMA 5% Initiative Grant Program to support the readdressing of all structures 
located within the City’s corporate limits to conform with the National Emergency Number Association 
(NENA) E-911 addressing requirements. 

Members of the public are invited to attend and provide oral comments during the hearing. 

Written comments may also be submitted in advance or no later than the hearing date to: 
 
City Hall 
70 East Main Street 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
Attn: Public Hearing – E-911 Addressing Project Application 
 
By Order of the Council of the City of Buckhannon 
Honorable Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 
 
 

 
 
2. Call to Order: At 7:29 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the December 04, 2025, regular 
meeting of the Buckhannon City Council to order. 
 
3. Moment of Silent Reflection: Skinner invited those in attendance to a moment of silent 
reflection. 
 
4. Pledge of Allegiance: Skinner invited those in attendance to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 11/20/2025 – Mayor Skinner 
noted that the Meeting Minutes for November 20, 2025, were available for consideration. 
 
Zuliani/Reger moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Meetings for November 20, 
2025 as presented.  The motion carried. 
 
6. Recognition of Guests – Mayor Skinner acknowledged the following:  
a. Leadership Upshur -Service Project Update – Tammy Reger, Executive Director of the 



Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce, provided an update on the Leadership Upshur 
program. She reported that participants have completed four themed sessions: Upshur County Day, 
Education Day, Government Day (including meetings with state leaders in Charleston), and Health 
Care Day. 
 
Leadership Upshur Representatives Angela Hess, Lily Hicks, and Courtney Luckasevic presented 
their service project: partnering with Appalachian Impact to support the development of an 
interactive Children’s Museum on Main Street. The project includes volunteer workdays, 
fundraising, construction of a small children’s stage, and securing business-sponsored interactive 
booths. 
 
Mayor Skinner expressed strong support for the initiative, noting its alignment with community 
needs and STEM-focused educational opportunities. 
 
b. WV Wesleyan College Student Senate Wyatt Burns – Mr. Burns was not in attendance. 
 
7. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested: Without objection, the Public 
Comment Period was opened and closed as no one had requested to be recognized. 
 
8. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins: Mrs. Jenkins presented the current 
financial reports. 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 
c. Approval of Bill Payments: Mrs. Jenkins presented the following bills for payment approval by 
the City Council.  Without objection, Mayor Skinner moved Approval of Bill Payments to the table for 
action. 
 
Bucklew/Zuliani moved to approve the payment of the bills as presented.  The motion 
carried. 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 
b. Approval Renewal Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance Services (VFIS) - Without objection, 
Mayor Skinner moved Approval Renewal Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance Services (VFIS) to the table 
for action.  Mrs. Jenkins reported that the City’s volunteer fire insurance policy—covering all 
equipment and fire trucks for the Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department—is up for renewal. The 
current annual premium is $30,669, and the renewal quote is $31,124, reflecting an increase of 
approximately 1.5%. Mrs. Jenkins noted that the increase is minimal and the renewal rate appears 
reasonable. She recommended renewing the policy. 
 
Sanders/Reger moved to approve the renewal of the Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance Services 
(VFIS).  The motion carried. 
 

 
 



 
a. Call for Election 2026 - Without objection, Mayor Skinner moved Call for Election to the table for 
action.  Mrs. Jenkins reviewed the required timeline and procedures for the upcoming City of 
Buckhannon General Election, scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2026. The election will include the 
Recorder’s four-year term and two At-large City Council seats—one currently held by 
Councilmember Scott Randall and the other formerly held by Councilmember David Thomas. The 
filing period for candidates opens Monday, January 12, 2026, and closes Saturday, January 31, 2026. 
In-person filing at City Hall will be available on January 31 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Mailed 
Certificates of Announcement must be postmarked no later than midnight on January 31. The final 
day for candidates to withdraw is Tuesday, February 17, 2026. The drawing for ballot position will 
occur on Tuesday, February 24, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at the Upshur County Courthouse.  Mrs. Jenkins 
noted that the City’s elections are administered in coordination with the County, and voters must be 
registered and vote in their assigned precincts. Filing fees are $5.00 for City Council candidates and 
$7.50 for Recorder, with a waiver available for those unable to pay. 
 
Bucklew/Zuliani moved to approve the Call for Election as presented.  The motion carried. 
 

 
 
 
9. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works Ethan Crosten: Mr. Crosten presented the 
following report: 
 
                                                                     Buckhannon City Council  

Public Works Director Report 
By: Ethan Crosten 

December 4, 2025 
 

Street: 
 We have a single concrete pour remaining on the North Florida Street sidewalk to finish that 

project.  
 Working on a section of the sidewalk along Cooper Street as part of the sidewalk citizen 

participation program. 
 Curbing along Pocahontas Street is complete along the western portion of the street.  



 Christmas Decoration are complete except for a few lights on the trees in planters, which we 
had to order and are waiting for them to arrive. 

Waste:  
 We have hired a new waste collection driver.  
 

Sewer: 
 Continuing to work on the Henry Street sanitary sewer upgrade. 
 Working with the WVDOH to repair a drop inlet along Marion Street 
 Beginning work to repair a drip inlet on South Florida Street.  

 
Stormwater 

 Continuing to work on the Taylor Street Storm sewer project and discussing property 
acquisition with property owners. 

 
Water: 

 Crews have been completing maintenance on several pieces of equipment.  
 Continuing to work on property purchases and design relative to the new water treatment 

plant.  
 Working on the inventory management program required by funding agencies. 

 
Zoning and Code Enforcement 

 Nothing new 
 
Engineering: 

 Charles W. Gibson Library Remediation Project – The roof replacement Bid Package is 95% 
complete. I’ll present the Bid Package to the Library Board next week for their review and 
comment before finalizing the Bid Package. I’m expecting a late January / early February 
advertising period with the roof replacement project to begin around early April 2026. 
 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) North Locust Street Sidewalk &; 

Lighting Project (Gateway North) – CWPB voted to change priorities from this project to 
a project in the southern portion of the City. A new grant application will begin in June of 
this year for that project. 

 Colonial Arts Center –Continuing to work on the HVAC system options for the CAC. At this 
time, there are existing conditions that need to be addressed before proceeding too much 
further, including the relocation of stage and theater lights and a sprinkler system line as 
well as the installation of a new sprinkler system line. 

 FEMA / WVEMD – An additional round of appraisals is being conducted at this time for 
the four (4) properties near the proposed project area. I am continuing to work on the 
FEMA grant application (Approximately 85% complete). I plan on submitting the grant 
application before December 31st. 

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) West Main Street / North Locust 
Street Sidewalk &; Lighting Project – Awaiting the WVDOH’s decision on the application 
will take place in late November / early December. 

 
 
Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits – The 
Building and Wiring Permits had been circulated for review earlier in the day and also appeared in 
the Council packet. 
 
Reger/Zuliani moved to approve the Building and Wiring Permits.  The motion carried. 
 

                   Permit Fee Report #76783- #76789 
 

11/20/2025 - 12/03/2025 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt 

Name 

Applican
t 

Address 

Primary 
Contractor 

Descript
ion 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electric
al 

Propert
y Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspect
ion 

Zoning 
Approv
al Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7678
5 

SBA 
TOWER
S III 
LLC 

311 
LEGGETT 
ADDITIO
N RD 

SBA 
NETWORK 
SERVICES 
LLC 

INSTALL 
OF 
ADDITIO
NAL 
EQUIPME
NT ON 

10,000.
00 

100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 11/21/2
025 

No N/A No No 



EXISTIN
G CELL 
TOWER 

     10,000
.00 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7678
7 

CRITES 
ELECTRI
C  

50 S 
KANAWH
A ST 

Crites 
Electric, 
Inc. 

REPLACI
NG 
EXISTIN
G 
GENERA
TOR (IN 
THE 
SAME 
PLACE) 

4,411.9
2 

41.91  No 11/24/2
025 

Yes Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7678
5 

SBA 
TOWER
S III 
LLC 

311 
LEGGETT 
ADDITIO
N RD 

SBA 
NETWORK 
SERVICES 
LLC 

INSTALL 
OF 
ADDITIO
NAL 
EQUIPME
NT ON 
EXISTIN
G CELL 
TOWER 

10,000.
00 

85.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 11/21/2
025 

No N/A No No 

7678
3 

Pure 
Energy 
Auto 
Repair 

110 1/2 
Island 
Ave 

 Signage 
on 
existing 
pole & 
frame 24 
sqft 

175.00 15.00   11/12/2
025 

Yes N/A No  

     14,586
.92 

141.9
1 

       

Group Total: 3 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7678
9 

CLAY 
PERSIN
GER 

108 
POCAHON
TAS ST 

 FLOORIN
G  

5,000.0
0 

55.00  No  No N/A No No 

7678
8 

BRIAN 
WEBB 

32 S 
FLORIDA 
ST 

J B RYAN 
CONSTRUC
TION 

BATHRO
OM 
REMODE
L 

25,000.
00 

225.0
0 

 No  Yes N/A No No 

7678
4 

KEVIN 
LEE 

23 
THURMAN 
AVE 

 RAZING 
ADDITIO
N- REAR 
OF 
HOUSE 
REPLACE 
WITH 12' 
X 20' 
ADDITIO
N 

2,000.0
0 

22.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

11/24/2
025 

No Zon
e AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

No 

7678
6 

DAWN 
ONESTO 

22 
PINNELL 
ST 

ULTIMATE 
ROOFING 
WV LLC 

REROOF 19,980.
00 

219.7
8 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

     51,980
.00 

521.7
8 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7678
4 

KEVIN 
LEE 

23 
THURMAN 
AVE 

 RAZING 
ADDITIO
N- REAR 
OF 
HOUSE 
REPLACE 
WITH 12' 
X 20' 
ADDITIO
N 

2,000.0
0 

100.0
0 

B2 
Single 
Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

11/24/2
025 

No Zon
e AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

No 

     2,000.
00 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 



7678
7 

CRITES 
ELECTRI
C  

50 S 
KANAWH
A ST 

Crites 
Electric, 
Inc. 

REPLACI
NG 
EXISTIN
G 
GENERA
TOR (IN 
THE 
SAME 
PLACE) 

4,411.9
2 

20.00  No 11/24/2
025 

Yes Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7678
4 

KEVIN 
LEE 

23 
THURMAN 
AVE 

 RAZING 
ADDITIO
N- REAR 
OF 
HOUSE 
REPLACE 
WITH 12' 
X 20' 
ADDITIO
N 

2,000.0
0 

20.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

11/24/2
025 

No Zon
e AE 

Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

No 

7678
5 

SBA 
TOWER
S III 
LLC 

311 
LEGGETT 
ADDITIO
N RD 

SBA 
NETWORK 
SERVICES 
LLC 

INSTALL 
OF 
ADDITIO
NAL 
EQUIPME
NT ON 
EXISTIN
G CELL 
TOWER 

10,000.
00 

20.00 A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No 11/21/2
025 

No N/A No No 

7678
3 

Pure 
Energy 
Auto 
Repair 

110 1/2 
Island 
Ave 

 Signage 
on 
existing 
pole & 
frame 24 
sqft 

175.00 20.00   11/12/2
025 

Yes N/A No  

     16,586
.92 

80.00        

Group Total: 4 

     95,153
.84 

943.6
9 

       

 

 

Total Records: 13 12/4/2025 
 

 
 

10. Fire Department Report – Chief J. B. Kimble – Fire Chief J.B. Kimble reported the following: 
 
Call Volume Update: Year-to-date call volume through October 2025 is up 4.5% compared to the 
same period in 2024. A full year-end summary of fires and major incidents will be provided at the 
end of the year. 
Software Transition: The department is switching to a new reporting software system; 
implementation will be ongoing. 
Christmas Parade: The parade will be held tomorrow evening (12/5/25). Santa will ride on the 
ladder truck and visit the firehouse afterward. 
Training Facility Progress: The first floor of the Mudlick Road training facility is nearly complete, 
allowing separation of the first and second floors. Live-burn training for the new firefighter hire is 
anticipated in January. 
New Hire Pinning Ceremony: Chief Kimble requested permission to pin new firefighter Joshua 
Bowers on December 18, before his January 5 start date. 
Mental Wellness & Peer Support Program: Chief Kimble, along with representatives from 
Upshur County 911 and the Buckhannon Police Department, completed a 12-week life-coaching 
course funded through opioid settlement dollars. The regional peer-support network now includes 
8–9 trained coaches across Upshur, Lewis, and Randolph counties, with participation growing from 
4 to 24 attendees at bi-monthly meetings. West Virginia Wesleyan College continues to support the 
program actively, and additional counties may join. 
Volunteer Firefighter Achievements: Alyssa Roar and Jonathan Warner completed Firefighter I 
training and have joined the Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department. 
Personnel Update: Firefighter Marcus Miller has returned to duty following recovery from a knee 
injury sustained while assisting with Special Olympics softball. 
Recent Animal Rescue: During a mutual-aid response near the Webster County line, firefighters 
Ethan Smith and Shane Jenkins successfully rescued a resident’s cat. 
Department Christmas Dinner: The Buckhannon Fire Department will hold its Christmas dinner 
next Saturday at 6:00 p.m. Council Members and County Commissioners are all invited. 
Birth Announcement: The Chief congratulated firefighter Captain Joey Baxa and his significant 
other on the birth of twins earlier that day. 
 



 
11. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill 
a. Authorization for Property Acquisition for the New Water Treatment Plant - Mayor Skinner 
recognized City Attorney Tom O’Neill who requested Council’s formal approval to acquire the 
properties located at 166 and 176 Wood Street for the site of the City’s new Water Treatment Plant. 
He explained that negotiations with the property owners are ongoing; however, if negotiations are 
unsuccessful, the City may need to proceed with condemnation. He noted that the Council’s vote 
would also serve as authorization to file such an action if necessary. 
 
Reger/Sanders moved to approve the authorization for property acquisition for the new 
Water Treatment Plant as presented.  The motion carried. 
 
12. Old Business Discussions – None. 

13. New Business Discussions 
a. City’s Appointment to the Upshur County Recreation Board – Mayor Skinner recommended 
Eric Kerr to serve as the city representative on the Upshur County Recreation Board.  
 
Sanders/Zuliani moved to approve Eric Kerr to serve as the city representative on the 
Upshur County Recreation Board. The motion carried. 

b. Planning Commission – Two Vacant Seats – Mayor Skinner recommended city residents Roger 
Marsh and Paul McGrew to fill the vacancies on that board. 
 
Randall/Bucklew moved to approve the appointment of Roger Marsh and Paul McGrew to fill 
the current vacancies on the Planning Commission.  The motion carried. 
 
14. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 
Scott Randall: Mr. Randall thanked all attendees for coming to share their concerns and learn more 
about the proposed readdressing. He commended Fire Chief Kimble for the significant growth of 
the regional mental-health and peer-support program, noting its expansion from four participants 
to approximately twenty and its increasing involvement from neighboring counties. He encouraged 
the community to attend the Christmas Parade the following evening and enjoy the holiday 
decorations throughout the city. 
 
Pamela Bucklew: Mrs. Bucklew agreed with all that Mr. Randall had said. 
 
Jack Reger: Mr. Reger complimented the City’s Christmas decorations, noting that the addition of 
lighting on the downtown side streets looked excellent and is worth recognizing. He also praised 
the progress of the regional mental-health program and expressed appreciation for the 
encouragement it provides.  He commended the Upshur County Commission for pursuing action 
regarding gasoline price disparities in Buckhannon compared to nearby communities such as 
Weston and Elkins. He noted that similar concerns had been raised by the Mayor in prior years and 
wished the Commission success in addressing the issue. 
 
Robert Zuliani: Mr. Zuliani thanked City employees for their great work preparing downtown for 
the upcoming Christmas Parade, noting that the new wreaths and decorated side streets looked 
excellent. He encouraged the community to attend the parade, noting that the weather is expected 
to be favorable. He also thanked the group for stepping in to provide hot chocolate at the Fire 
Department. He further highlighted several upcoming holiday events, including the premiere of 
Hank’s Christmas Wish and the Rudolph production, noting that there is a great deal happening in 
the community during the holiday season. 
 
15. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements – City Recorder Randy Sanders 
clarified that the City of Buckhannon does not collect any taxes on gasoline sales, noting that no 
municipality in West Virginia receives revenue from gas taxes, which are imposed solely at the state 
level.  He also addressed recent social media criticism regarding the timing of the City’s Christmas 
decorations. He emphasized that the Street Department and all City departments work extremely 
hard and follow established schedules. This year’s plan called for decorating Main Street on the 
Monday following Thanksgiving, and he expressed concern that online complaints arose before 
crews had the opportunity to begin their scheduled work. He encouraged patience and 
understanding from the public. He expressed appreciation for the efforts of City employees who 
had to read the negative comments, even though they knew they were preparing to work in difficult 
weather to complete the decorations. 
 



a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Recorder Sanders reported on the 
following: 
i.  Weyerhaeuser’s THRIVE Buckhannon Community Development Survey:  
Buckhannon Community Development Survey – Fill out form 
ii.  BFD Christmas Parade on 12/05/2025, at 6:00 p.m. 
iii.  Annual Menorah Lighting in Jawbone Park on 12/14/25, at 7:00 p.m. 
iv.  City Hall will be closed from 12:00 Noon to 2:00 p.m. on 12/16/2025 for the Staff Holiday 
Party 
v.  Cancellation announcement of the City Council Meeting January 1, 2026, due to Holiday 
 
b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
i.  December 05, 2025 - Hank’s Christmas Wish 3: Elvis Lives Movie Premiere 
ii.  December 06, 2025 - Holiday “FURtastic” Elimination Dinner 
iii.  December 07, 2025 – WVARNG 601st Holiday Celebration (Private) 
iv.  December 09, 2025 - Corporate Holiday Celebration (Private Event) 
v.  December 13, 2025 – Corporate Holiday Celebration (Private Event) 
vi.  December 16, 2025 – Rotary Club of Buckhannon Upshur Holiday Dinner (Members & 
Guests) 
vii. December 17, 2025 – WVARNG USPFO Holiday Celebration (Private) 
 
16. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements - Mayor Skinner again recognized Mrs. Bucklew, who 
spoke about the Buckhannon Community Theater’s presentation of Rudolph Jr., and that all the 
presentations were already sold out.  Mayor Skinner then thanked everyone for a good meeting and 
called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
17. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
At 8:12 p.m., Randall made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


