
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, December 18, 2025, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in 
attendance (GTM indicates by GoToMeeting*):  
 
Mayor              Robbie Skinner   Present 
City Recorder            Randy Sanders   Present 
Council Member           Pam Bucklew   Present - GTM 
Council Member           Jack Reger    Present 
Council Member           Robert Zuliani   Present 
Council Member           Scott Randall   Present 
Council Member           Vacant     N/A 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance        Amberle Jenkins  Present 
City Attorney            Tom O’Neill   Present – GTM 
Buckhannon Fire Department        Chief J.B. Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works         Ethan Crosten   Present 
City Hall Office Manager         Barbara Hinkle   Present 
 
Media: 
Channel 3             Rodney Irvin   Present 
MyBuckhannon.com          Brian Bergstrom  Present 
Record Delta            Noah Jeffries   Present - GTM 
 
Guests: Maria Potter, Tanner Smith, Josh & Grace Bowers, Marcus Miller, Ethan Smith, Shane 
Jenkins, BFD; Amanda Hayes; Michelle & Bill Jack; Elissa Linger; Catherine Norko; Trevor, Magen, 
Wyatt, Emily Morris, and, Rhett Dusenbury for Congressman Riley Moore.  

 
     Council of the City of Buckhannon 

Public Meeting Agenda 
7:00 PM | Thursday, December 18, 2025 
Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 

 
1. Call to Order  

 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 12/04/25 

 
5. Recognition of Guests 

a. Fire Department Pinning of Probationary Firefighter Joshua Bowers 
b.    Upshur County Tobacco Prevention Coalition-Amanda Hayes & Chris Garrett 

i. Great American Smokeout Presentation & Consider Request to Implement a  
Vape/Smoke Shop Ordinance 
 

6. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins 
a. Approve Payment of Bills 
b. General Fund Revenue Review Committee Recommendations -Outside Entity 

Funding Requests 
i. Appropriate $50,000.00 to the WV Strawberry Festival Association for 2026 
Event 
ii. Appropriate $8,000.00 to the Upshur County Senior Center for 
Operations/Maintenance Services 
iii. Appropriate Additional $20,000.00 to CPWB for Land & Water Conservation 
Fund Grant Park Projects 
 

8. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works, Ethan Crosten 
a. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits 

 
9. Fire Department Report – Chief Matthew Gregory 

a. Donation of the BPD’s Discontinued X2 Tasers to the Upshur County Sheriffs Of  ice 
 



10.  City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neil 
       a. Charles W. Gibson Library Addition Project 

i. Execution of Memorandum of Understanding between the COB & the Charles W. 
Gibson Library Board of Trustees -Payment of All Fees Associated with Task Order 
No. 82 & Exhibit A 
ii. Execution of Task Order No. 82 & Exhibit A 

 
11. New Business Discussions 

       a. CPWB Recommendation Not to Proceed with the Gateway North Sidewalk & Lighting    
Design Phase 

b. CPWB Recommendation to Submit an Intent to Apply for Route 20 South Sidewalk & 
Lighting Project 
 

12. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 

13. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements 
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

i.  Cancellation of the City Council Meeting 01/01/2026 due to Holiday 
ii.  Call for Election COB 05/12/2026 
iii.  Charles Gibson Library Director’s Report 11/2025b.  

b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
i.  January 31, 2026- Upshur County Youth Livestock Association Fundraiser 
ii.  February 7, 2026- BUHS Band Booster Bingo Fundraiser 
iii.  February 13, 2026- Vitalant Blood Drive provided by WVU Medicine St. Joseph’s 

Hospital 
and the Rotary Club of Buckhannon-Upshur 

iv.  February 14, 2026 – Hands and Hearts for Christ Fundraiser 
v.  March 21, 2026 – Central WV Friends of the NRA 
vi.   April 18, 2026 – The SETH Project Gala 
 

14. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 
 

15. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on December 15, 2025.  *Those who participated in this 
meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by phone, call: (571) 317-
3112, access code: 443-910-693. 
 
1. Call to Order: At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the December 18, 2025, regular 
meeting of the Buckhannon City Council to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection: Skinner invited those in attendance to a moment of silent 
reflection. 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance: Skinner invited those in attendance to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 12/4/2025 – Mayor Skinner noted 
that the Meeting Minutes for December 4, 2025, were not yet available.  The agenda item was 
therefore tabled. 
 
5. Recognition of Guests – Mayor Skinner acknowledged the following:  
a. Fire Department Pinning of Probationary Firefighter Joshua Bowers – Mayor Skinner 
recognized Joshua Bowers. He asked him to join him at the City Council table for the administration 
of the official Probationary Firefighter Oath and Pinning ceremony.  After the oath, Probationary 
Firefighter Bowers’ wife, Grace, performed the pinning ceremony.   Chief J. B. Kimble commented 
that when Josh Bowers begins his employment, the department will have a full schedule of classes 
prepared for him. He noted that the department’s instructor programs and the new training facility 
have now fully come together, allowing the Buckhannon Fire Department to conduct its own 
training in-house rather than sending personnel elsewhere. With the facility, the department can 
conduct live-burn exercises and all components required for Firefighter I and II certifications.  Chief 
Kimble noted that Josh will be the first firefighter to complete the department’s new in-house 
academy. He added that he looks forward to teaching him the skills of firefighting and the 
importance of serving the public in the manner expected of Buckhannon firefighters. 



 

 
 

 



 

b. Upshur County Tobacco Prevention Coalition-Amanda Hayes & Chris Garrett 
i. Great American Smokeout Presentation & Consider Request to Implement a Vape/Smoke 
Shop Ordinance – Mayor Skinner recognized Amanda Hayes, who spoke on behalf of the Upshur 
County Tobacco Prevention Coalition, requesting that Council consider adopting a vape and smoke 
shop ordinance similar to those enacted in Monongalia, Cabell, Raleigh, Randolph County, and the 
City of Beckley. She explained that such ordinances restrict new vape and smoke shops from 
locating within 1,500 feet of schools, parks, certain churches, and other sensitive areas, and also 
limit exterior signage to reduce youth exposure. Ms. Hayes cited the state’s 35.7% vaping rate 
among high school students and noted the significant decline in statewide tobacco-prevention 
funding. She encouraged Council to review the Beckley ordinance previously provided and to 
consult with other counties that have enacted similar measures, emphasizing that the Coalition 
supports thoughtful consideration rather than urgency.  A discussion with the Council members 
took place. City Recorder Sanders stated that after reviewing ordinances adopted in Beckley and 
several counties, he believes the proposed vape and smoke shop ordinance should first be referred 
to the Planning Commission for full evaluation. He noted that Buckhannon’s size and layout differ 
significantly from Beckley’s, that any such regulation could impact existing businesses, and that 
enforcement considerations must be addressed. He emphasized that the Planning Commission—
comprised of elected officials, citizens, and business owners, with input from the Zoning Officer—is 
the appropriate body to vet questions such as whether to grandfather existing stores and how the 
ordinance would fit within Buckhannon’s overall structure. 
 
Sanders/Reger moved that the City Council refer the proposed vape and smoke shop 
ordinance to the City of Buckhannon Planning Commission for review and recommendation, 
noting that upon completion of its review, the Commission shall return the matter to Council 
with either a recommendation to approve or to deny the request. The motion carried. 
6. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested – Mayor Skinner requested a motion to 
open the Public Comment portion of the meeting. 
 
Randall/Zuliani moved to open the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Mayor Skinner recognized the following individuals: 
 
Elissa Linger addressed the Council with concerns about recent incidents involving missing and 
injured pets in the community. She noted that social media has been filled with reports of lost 
animals and referenced a recent case in which a dog wearing a bright orange collar was struck by a 
vehicle and likely did not survive. With the holidays approaching and daylight fading earlier, she 
urged residents to be more attentive while driving to avoid hitting loose animals. She also 
encouraged pet owners to keep their animals safely indoors to prevent similar tragedies, 
emphasizing the emotional impact such losses can have on families, especially children, during the 
holiday season. She concluded by wishing everyone a happy holiday. 
 
Michelle Jack reported on the success of the Holiday FURTastic Event, a recent elimination-style 
fundraising dinner held on December 6 at the Event Center. The event supported three animal-
related organizations: LUV 4 Animals, Weston Friends of Feral & Strays, and the Buckhannon Dog 
Park Committee. She noted that the fundraiser raised nearly $8,500.  She presented a check for 



$2,071 to the City of Buckhannon for the dog park, with an equal amount designated for each of the 
remaining charities. She expressed appreciation for the community’s positive feedback and shared 
that planning is already underway for next year’s event, tentatively scheduled for December 5, and 
emphasized her commitment to supporting animals and giving a voice to those who cannot speak 
for themselves. She closed by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 

 

 
Rhett Dusenbury conveyed holiday greetings from Congressman Riley Moore and thanked the 
Mayor and Council for their service to the City of Buckhannon. He noted the high level of 
community engagement in the city and expressed appreciation for the collaborative efforts among 
city and county officials.  He informed the Council that he would be providing a year-end 
“scorecard” outlining the Congressman’s work on appropriations and related initiatives. He also 
encouraged the city to begin preparing its grant wish list and to watch for the upcoming 
questionnaire to streamline the application process when the federal submission window opens.  
He closed by commending the Council for its dedication to public service, emphasizing that serving 
in local government is more than a position—it is a lifestyle rooted in commitment to the 
community. He offered warm Christmas and New Year wishes before concluding his remarks. 
 
Sanders/Zuliani moved to close the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  The motion 
carried. 
 
7. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins: Mrs. Jenkins presented the current 
financial reports. 
 

 



 
a. Approval of Bill Payments: Mrs. Jenkins presented the following bills for payment approval by 
the City Council. 
 
Randall/Zuliani moved to approve the payment of the bills as presented.  The motion 
carried. 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 
b. General Fund Revenue Review Committee Recommendations -Outside Entity Funding 
Requests 
ii. Appropriate $8,000.00 to the Upshur County Senior Center for Operations/Maintenance 
Services – Mayor Skinner introduced a recommendation to appropriate $8,000 to the Upshur 
County Senior Center to support operations and winter maintenance services. The Senior Center 
previously submitted a request for assistance, noting that City support with winter maintenance 
would allow the Center to redirect more of its budget toward providing meals for seniors in the 
community. Councilmember Jack Reger, who serves on the Senior Center Board, encouraged 
Director Brett Belt to formally present the request to the City. The Mayor noted that while the City 
of Buckhannon has not previously provided direct financial support to the Senior Center, a 
substantial number of the Center’s participants reside within the City limits.  The funding request 
was reviewed by the Revenue & Expense Review Committee, which recommended approval of the 
$8,000 appropriation. 
 



Zuliani/Sanders moved to approve the committee’s recommendation of an $8,000 
appropriation to the Upshur County Senior Center for Operations/Maintenance Services.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
iii. Appropriate Additional $20,000.00 to CPWB for Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant 
Park Projects – Mayor Skinner explained that this agenda item was no longer relevant so no action 
was necessary. 
 
i. Appropriate $50,000.00 to the WV Strawberry Festival Association for the 2026 Event – 
Mayor Skinner introduced the funding request submitted by the West Virginia Strawberry Festival 
Association (Association) for the 2026 Festival. The Association requested a $50,000 appropriation 
from the City of Buckhannon. The Mayor noted that Shane Jenkins, President of the Festival 
Association and a City of Buckhannon firefighter, was present and available to address Council if 
desired. The Mayor provided background on the City’s historical support of the Festival. For many 
years, the City contributed approximately $5,000, later increasing to $25,000, and at one point, 
approximately $30,000. The Mayor emphasized that one condition of increasing the City’s 
contribution was that a member of the City Council serve on the Festival’s Board of Directors. The 
Mayor currently serves in that role and has intermittently been associated with the Festival Board 
since 2012, returning in 2021 when the City increased its contribution. The Festival’s recent growth 
and improvements were highlighted, noting that under the current leadership, the organization has 
strengthened significantly following the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Mayor stated 
that the quality, excitement, and community engagement of the past two festivals have been 
comparable to, or better than, the festivals of the 1990s. 
 
The Revenue & Expense Review Committee reviewed the Festival’s request and recommended 
approval of the full $50,000 appropriation, with the following structure: 
• $35,000 to be issued as a direct payment after the first of the year to support planning for the 
2026 Festival. 
• $15,000 to be reserved for collaborative use between the City and the Festival Association for 
enhanced programming, such as a headliner performance, additional entertainment, or novelty 
groups for the Grand Feature Parade. This amount may also serve as a contingency should the 
Festival lose state funding. 
 
The Mayor noted that while the Festival has not yet lost its annual state allocation, the recent 
consolidation of the Division of Arts, Culture, and History into the Division of Tourism has created 
uncertainty regarding future funding. The reserved $15,000 aligns with the approximate amount 
historically provided by the State. The Mayor also emphasized the substantial in-kind support the 
City provides each year—estimated at nearly $100,000—including waste collection, sanitary 
services, water and power support, Street Department labor and overtime, and public safety 
services. Given the magnitude of the City’s financial and operational investment, the Mayor 
requested that the City’s logo be prominently displayed on Festival materials as a major sponsor. 
The Mayor further recommended that, after the first of the year, members of Council meet with the 
Festival’s Executive Board (without establishing a quorum) to discuss anticipated needs for the 
2026 Festival, including potential increases in security, law enforcement, and public works support. 
 
Randall/Sanders moved to approve the Revenue & Expense Review Committee’s 
recommendation, authorizing the $50,000 appropriation structured as described.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Shane Jenkins thanked the Council for its support and expressed his appreciation for the City’s 
continued investment in the West Virginia Strawberry Festival. He assured Council that the funds 
will be used responsibly and strategically to benefit the Festival, the City of Buckhannon, and the 
local lodging and tourism economy.  He reported that the Festival Board is currently very active in 
preparations for the upcoming season. The Association will send its largest-ever delegation—more 
than twenty representatives—to the Association of Fairs and Festivals Convention in January, 
where the Festival has submitted four award entries. Jenkins noted that the Festival has historically 
performed well in these competitions and hopes to bring home additional recognitions this year. 
Mr. Jenkins also shared that the Festival’s 2025 Queen, Courtney Jones, will compete in the 
convention pageant and is expected to be a strong contender. Jenkins concluded by reiterating his 
gratitude to the City for its support. 
 
8. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works Ethan Crosten: Mr. Crosten presented the 
following report: 
 
Buckhannon City Council  
Public Works Director Report 
By: Ethan Crosten 



 
Street: 

 We have finished the North Florida Street sidewalk project. There is a short section on Cooper 
Street to complete as weather permits before we focus on non-sidewalk related projects for the 
winter.  

 We began placing fencing around the SYCC lot to allow more area for the playground.  
 Assisting in some repairs and maintenance issues at the Charles Gibson Library.  
 Work continues to complete the GIS network for the city cemetery which started several years ago.  

 
Waste:  

 Nothing New 
 

Sewer: 
 Continuing to work on the Henry Street sanitary sewer upgrade. 
 Completed the drop inlet repair along South Florida Street 
 Finishing up the electrical work on our Mon Street Pump Station 
 Working on the collection system GIS network. 

 
Stormwater 

 Received and reviewed the second round of appraisals for the Taylor Street Stormwater project. 
 

Water: 
 We have been dealing with several water leaks around town freezing and thawing.  

 
Zoning and Code Enforcement 

 Mr. Smith has been working with Chris Garrett with the Health Dept. on getting sewage cleaned 
up and stopped, under a house on Kanawha St. Also for mice and rodents on Myrna St. 

 Working on iWorQ complaints for Appearance of Lots. This is mostly trash and debris with some 
bulky good items. Still working on getting residents to move trash cans back after pick up day.  I'm 
using our Good Neighbor program to try and help some hardship cases for cleanup. 

 
Engineering: 

 FEMA Generator Hazard Mitigation Grant No. 1 – Official notification of the project being 
closed out is expected before the end of 2025. 

 Charles W. Gibson Library Remediation Project – The roof replacement Bid Package is 95% 
complete. I’ll present the Bid Package to the Library Board next week for their review and 
comment before finalizing the Bid Package. I’m expecting a late January / early February 
advertising period with the roof replacement project to begin around early April 2026. 

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) North Locust Street Sidewalk & Lighting 
Project (Gateway North) – Awaiting vote tonight to notify the WVDOH of proposed change in 
score as approved per the CPWB. 

 Colonial Arts Center –Continuing to work on the HVAC system options for the CAC. At this 
time, there are existing conditions that need to be addressed before proceeding too much 
further, including the relocation of stage and theater lights and a sprinkler system line as well 
as the installation of a new sprinkler system line. 

 FEMA / WVEMD – An additional round of appraisals is being conducted at this time for the 
four (4) properties near the proposed project area. I am continuing to work on the FEMA grant 
application (Approximately 85% complete). I plan on submitting the grant application before 
December 31st. 

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) West Main Street / North Locust Street 
Sidewalk &; Lighting Project – Awaiting the WVDOH’s decision on the application will take 
place in the next 2-3 weeks. 

 FEMA / WVEMD – E911 Addressing Project grant application – The grant is approximately 
100% complete and I’m just waiting for verification from the WVEMD that it is OK to submit. 
The $36,000.00 grant will provide the funds necessary to readdress approximately 2,550 
structures within the Corporation Limits so that they comply with the NENA E911 addressing 
standards currently in effect. 

 
Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits – The 
Building and Wiring Permits had been circulated for review earlier in the day and also appeared in 
the Council packet. 
 
Sanders/Randall moved to approve the Building and Wiring Permits.  The motion carried 
with Reger abstaining. 
 



                   Permit Fee Report #76790 - #76801 
 

    12/04/2025 - 12/17/2025 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt 

Name 

Applic
ant 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contractor 

Descriptio
n 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electri
cal 

Proper
ty 

Type 

Asbest
os 

Inspec
tion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histo
ric 

Prop
erty 

Flo
od 
Zo
ne 
Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Eleva
tion 

Certifi
cate 

FEMA 
Acces
sory 
Use 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7679
5 

Short & 
Snappy 
Rentals, 
LLC 

97 
Randolp
h St 

JAMES STREETS Electrical 
Upgrade for 
Reconnect 
& Inside 
Remodel 

5,000.0
0 

100.0
0 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

No  No N/A No  

7679
0 

HENDE
RSON 
HOLDIN
GS  

138 
BARBO
UR ST 

YOAK'S 
CONSTRUCTION 

INTERIOR 
REMODEL 
& 
ELECTRICA
L 
RECONNEC
T 

20,700.
00 

100.0
0 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

No  No N/A No No 

     25,700
.00 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7680
1 

WVWC 
Jenkins 
Hall 

62 
Meade 
St 

SNIDER 
CONSTRUCTION 
LLC 

Re-Roof 
Rubberized 
Roofing 

92,600.
00 

601.9
0 

 No  Yes N/A No  

7679
8 

HOMEB
ASE 

11 
MEADE 
ST 

SUPERIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL/
ASBESTOS 

INTERIOR 
REMODEL, 
REROOF 

50,000.
00 

325.0
0 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes N/A No No 

7679
5 

Short & 
Snappy 
Rentals, 
LLC 

97 
Randolp
h St 

JAMES STREETS Electrical 
Upgrade for 
Reconnect 
& Inside 
Remodel 

5,000.0
0 

47.50 A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

No  No N/A No  

7679
3 

BELLA 
VIE 
BOUDOI
R-LOLA 
TRAYLO
R 

108 S 
KANAW
HA ST 

REGER 
COMPANIES, LLC 

REROOF 12,000.
00 

102.0
0 

 Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes N/A No No 

7679
4 

ELKS 
#1736 

47 N 
KANAW
HA ST 

SINES HVAC 
SERVICES 

REMOVAL 
& 
RECONNEC
T HVAC 
UNIT TO 
REPAIR 
ROOF- DUE 
TO 
WOOD/FRA
ME ROT 
DAMAGE 
FROM 
HVAC UNIT 

3,000.0
0 

28.50  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes N/A No No 

7679
2 

ADVAN
CE 
AUTO 
#7945 

181 S 
KANAW
HA ST 

Lennox National 
Acct Services 

REPLACEM
ENT OF 2 
ROOF TOP 
HVAC 
UNITS 

33,776.
27 

253.3
2 

 No  No N/A No No 

7679
0 

HENDE
RSON 
HOLDIN
GS  

138 
BARBO
UR ST 

YOAK'S 
CONSTRUCTION 

INTERIOR 
REMODEL 
& 
ELECTRICA
L 
RECONNEC
T 

20,700.
00 

136.0
0 

A 
Comme
rcial 
Propert
y 

No  No N/A No No 

     217,07
6.27 

1,494
.22 

       

Group Total: 7 

Group: No Charge 

7679
9 

COB 
SYCC 

79 E 
Main St 

JES BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS JES 

Waterproofi
ng Building 
Project 

12,323.
94 

0.00  No  Yes N/A No No 



CONTRUCTION 
LLC 

     12,323
.94 

0.00        

Group Total: 1 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7680
0 

ISAAC 
CASTO 

79 
SMITHF
IELD ST 

JES BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS JES 
CONTRUCTION 
LLC 

BASEMENT 
WATERPRO
OFING 

18,943.
42 

208.3
8 

 No 11/24/
2025 

Yes N/A No No 

7679
7 

SUELIN
N ROSS 

21 
COLLEG
E AVE 

ALFORD 
FOUNDATION & 
CRAWLSPACE 

FOUNDATI
ON 
STABLIZAT
ION 

16,405.
60 

180.4
6 

 No  Yes N/A No No 

7679
6 

GEORG
E 
CARVER 

19 
ELIZAB
ETH ST 

ALFORD 
FOUNDATION & 
CRAWLSPACE 

FOUNDATI
ON 
STABLIIZA
TION  

18,250.
00 

200.7
5 

 No  Yes N/A No No 

7679
1 

Kelley 
Tierney 

7 
Latham 
St 

REGER 
COMPANIES, LLC 

Siding, 
Windows, 
6'x18' Front 
Porch 

100,000
.00 

600.0
0 

 No 12/4/2
025 

Yes N/A No  

     153,59
9.02 

1,189
.59 

       

Group Total: 4 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7680
0 

ISAAC 
CASTO 

79 
SMITHF
IELD ST 

JES BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS JES 
CONTRUCTION 
LLC 

BASEMENT 
WATERPRO
OFING 

18,943.
42 

100.0
0 

 No 11/24/
2025 

Yes N/A No No 

     18,943
.42 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7680
0 

ISAAC 
CASTO 

79 
SMITHF
IELD ST 

JES BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS JES 
CONTRUCTION 
LLC 

BASEMENT 
WATERPRO
OFING 

18,943.
42 

20.00  No 11/24/
2025 

Yes N/A No No 

7679
1 

Kelley 
Tierney 

7 
Latham 
St 

REGER 
COMPANIES, LLC 

Siding, 
Windows, 
6'x18' Front 
Porch 

100,000
.00 

20.00  No 12/4/2
025 

Yes N/A No  

     118,94
3.42 

40.00        

Group Total: 2 

     546,58
6.07 

3,023
.81 

       

 

 

Total Records: 17 12/17/2025 
 

 

 
9. Police Department Report – Chief Matthew Gregory – BPD Chief Matt Gregory reported the 
following: 



 

 
 
 

 
 
a.  Donation of the BPD’s Discontinued X2 Tasers to the Upshur County Sheriff’s Office – Chief 
Gregory provided an overview of this item with his recommendation for the Council to approve the 
request. 



 
Reger/Bucklew moved to approve the donation of the BPD’s Discontinued X2 Tasers to the 
Upshur County Sheriff’s Office. The motion carried. 
 

 
 
10. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill 
a. Charles W. Gibson Library Addition Project 
i. Execution of Memorandum of Understanding between the COB & the Charles W. Gibson 
Library Board of Trustees -Payment of All Fees Associated with Task Order No. 82 & 
Exhibit A 
ii. Execution of Task Order No. 82 & Exhibit A 
 
City Attorney O’Neill provided an overview of the above items, asking for approval from the City 
Council. 
 
Randall/Zuliani moved to approve the Execution of the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the COB & the Charles W. Gibson Library Board of Trustees noting payment of all 
fees associated with Task Order No. 82 & Exhibit A to be made by the Charles W. Gibson 
Library Board.  The motion carried. 
 



 
(Indexed City A403) 

11. New Business Discussion - – Mayor Skinner provided an overview of the following request 
combining them into one action: 
a. CPWB Recommendation Not to Proceed with the Gateway North Sidewalk & Lighting 
Design Phase – Mayor Skinner provided an overview of this request. 
b. CPWB Recommendation to Submit an Intent to Apply for Route 20 South Sidewalk & 
Lighting Project – Mayor Skinner provided an overview of this request. 
 
Randall/Sanders moved to approve both the CPWB’s recommendation not to proceed with 
the Gateway North Sidewalk & Lighting Design Phase and the CPWB’s intent to apply for the 
Route 20 South Sidewalk & Lighting Project.  The motion carried. 
 
12. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
Scott Randall: Mr. Randall invited Chief Matt Gregory and the Buckhannon Police Department to 
attend an upcoming WV Strawberry Festival luncheon, as well as to participate in future 
discussions regarding Festival-related planning. He noted that this would provide an opportunity to 
review the Police Department’s proposed schedule and operational needs for the 2026 Festival.  
 
Jack Reger: Mr. Reger congratulated Firefighter Josh Bowers on receiving his badge, noting this as 
an important milestone in Bowers’ fire service career. Reger also shared that the Upshur County 
Senior Center appreciates the Council’s approval of its funding request. He informed Council that he 
had already notified Senior Center Director Brett Belt that the motion passed and that the Center is 
grateful for the support. Reger concluded his remarks by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 



Pamela Bucklew: Mrs. Bucklew congratulated Firefighter Josh Bowers on receiving his badge, 
noting that she had not yet met him due to missing the interview process but wished him well in his 
service. She also publicly thanked Michelle Jack for her hard work on the recent “FURtastic” event 
and expressed her intention to remain involved with the effort in the future, calling it a worthwhile 
cause. Bucklew concluded by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and 
encouraged all to remember the true meaning of the season. 
 
Robert Zuliani: Mr. Zuliani wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and happy 
holidays. He commended City crews for their effective response to the early-season snowstorm, 
noting that despite rapidly dropping temperatures and challenging conditions, the streets were 
well maintained and issues were minimal. He thanked the workers for their efforts. 
 
13. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements  
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Recorder Sanders reported on the 
following: 
i.  Cancellation of the City Council Meeting 01/01/2026 due to Holiday 
ii.  Call for Election COB 05/12/2026 

 

iii.  Charles Gibson Library Director’s Report 11/2025 

 



b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
i.  January 31, 2026- Upshur County Youth Livestock Association Fundraiser 
ii.  February 7, 2026- BUHS Band Booster Bing Fundraiser 
iii.  February 13, 2026- Vitalant Blood Drive provided by WVU Medicine St. Joseph’s Hospital 
and the Rotary Club of Buckhannon-Upshur 
iv.  February 14, 2026 – Hands and Hearts for Christ Fundraiser 
v.  March 21, 2026 – Central WV Friends of the NRA 
vi. April 18, 2026 – The SETH Project Gala 
 
Recorder Sanders noted that The Event Center at Brushy Fork was extremely active throughout the 
holiday season. He thanked City staff—particularly Jansen Kimble and Amby Jenkins—for their 
work in preparing the facility, including the acquisition of a new large Christmas tree appropriate 
for the 7,100-square-foot event hall. He also recognized the contributions of the West Virginia Army 
National Guard, Sergeant Mealy, Jaime Layman, and additional volunteers who assisted with 
decorating the space. Sanders noted that two additional smaller trees were added this year and that 
even more enhancements are planned for next season. He highlighted several holiday events hosted 
at the Center and expressed the City’s hope to continue filling late November and December with 
celebrations in future years. Sanders encouraged the public to contact the City about hosting events 
at the facility.  He concluded by congratulating Firefighter Josh Bowers on receiving his badge and 
extended holiday greetings, wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
14. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements - Mayor Skinner thanked Recorder Sanders for his 
leadership at the Event Center at Brushy Fork, noting the full calendar of events, competitive 
pricing, and recent improvements. He expressed appreciation for the work being done to enhance 
the facility, despite the City being a leaseholder rather than the owner. The Mayor also thanked 
Council for its strong support of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival, emphasizing the Festival’s 
importance to the community and its role in shaping Buckhannon’s identity. He expressed 
confidence that the City’s investment and continued collaboration with the Festival Association will 
help ensure even stronger and higher-quality events in the years ahead.  The Mayor reported that 
the City hosted a well-attended Menorah Lighting ceremony the previous evening at Jawbone Park, 
coordinated by Daye Wright. He noted that more than 100 people were present and commended 
the event for promoting cultural understanding. He reiterated that while the City does not organize 
events, it proudly provides the space and support that make community gatherings possible. 
Mayor Skinner extended his gratitude to all City employees—across outside departments, 
administrative staff, police, and fire—for their dedication and daily contributions to the 
organization. He emphasized that the City’s success is the result of the collective efforts of its 
approximately 130 employees. 
He concluded by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, noting that Council will 
next meet in mid-January due to the cancellation of the January 1 meeting.  He did ask for an 
Executive Session to discuss property matters. 
 
At 8:17 p.m., Randall/Reger moved to convene an Executive Session under West Virginia 
Code §6-9A-4 to discuss property matters.  The motion carried. 
 
At 9:02 p.m., Zuliani/Reger moved to leave the Executive Session.  The motion carried. 
 
Mayor Skinner noted that no decisions had been made during the Executive Session. 
 
15. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
At 9:03 p.m., Sanders moved to adjoin the December 18, 2025 City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


