
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Water Board was held on Thursday, January 8, 2026, at 7:30 
a.m. in Council Chambers at City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM is attendance by 
GoToMeeting):  
 
Robbie Skinner    Mayor      Present - GTM 
Randy Sanders    City Recorder    Present 
Scott Randall     Board Member    Present 
Don Nestor     Board Member    Present - GTM 
Erasmo Rizo     Board Member    Present 
Tom Rolenso    Water Department Superintendent Present 
Jay Hollen     City Engineer    Present 
Ethan Crosten    Director of Public Works  Present 
Amberle Jenkins    Asst. Recorder/Director of Finance  Present 
Barbara Hinkle    City Hall Office Manager  Absent 
Tom O’Neill    City Attorney    Absent  
 
Media: My Buckhannon - GTM 
   
Guests: Todd Dingess – GTM; Tim Ball, Potesta & Associates-GTM; Shane Whitehair – Region VII 
 
                                 City of Buckhannon Water Board Meeting Agenda 

7:30 AM Thursday, January 08, 2026 
Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 12/11/2025 

 
5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested  

 
6. Recognition of Guests 

 
7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins  

 
8. Department Report – Water Department Superintendent, Tom Rolenson 

a. Monthly Water Department Report 
b. Monthly Chemical Cost Summary Report 
c. Monthly Unaccounted Water Loss Report 

 
9. Old Business Discussions: 

a. Water Treatment Plant Replacement Project 
i. Review & Approval for Payment Water Project Invoices-Resolution 2026-01 
ii. Other Updates & Discussions 

 
10.  New Business Discussions: 
         a.  
 
11. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

a. Mt. Hope Water Association Meeting Minutes November 2025 
 
12. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements 

 
13. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on December 30, 2025. Those who participated in 
this meeting virtually used the following link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/234619757, or by 
phone by calling (872) 240-3212, access code: 234-619-757. 
 
1. Call to Order: At 7:30 a.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the January 8, 2026, regular meeting of 
the Water Board to order. 



 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection – Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to join in silent 
reflection.  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Recorder Sanders led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 12/11/2025 – Mayor Skinner recognized that the 
meeting minutes of December 11, 2025, were available for consideration and asked for corrections 
or approval as presented. 
 
Nestor/Randall moved to approve the meeting minutes of December 11, 2025 as presented.  
The motion carried. 
 
5. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested – No action necessary 
 
6. Recognition of Guests – No action necessary 
 
7. Financial Report—Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins – Mrs. Jenkins reviewed the financial 
reports for December 2025.  Board member Don Nestor inquired about higher-than-budgeted 
water usage reported for both the Hodgesville and Adrian Public Service Districts, and asked if all 
PSDs were staying current on payments. Amberle Jenkins reported that all PSDs are currently up to 
date on their accounts. She added that Hodgesville recently experienced system leaks, which likely 
contributed to the increased usage and corresponding revenue.  Nestor also asked about rising 
health insurance costs reflected in the financial report. Jenkins stated that while there was a small 
increase last year and another is expected this year, the costs remain manageable and the utility 
does not anticipate changing providers at this time. Following discussion, the Board took action on 
the financial reports. 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 
Randall/Rizo moved to accept the December 2025 Financial Reports as presented.  The 
motion carried.   
 
8. Department Report – Tommy Rolenson provided the following reports: 
 
a. Monthly Water Department Report –  
 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON WATER DEPARTMENT 
Monthly Report for December 2025 
 



 
 Water leaks-4 
 Weekly safety meetings. 
 Locates  
 Renewed services-  
 New Services- 
 Residential meters changed- 3 
 Residential meters tested-0 
 Maintenance equipment.  
 Public Service District meters tested-0 
 Meter testing. 
 Meter barrel repairs. 
 All meters were read in system 
 Clearing brush and grass from right of ways and tank sites 
 Clearing meter barrel lids. 
 Cleaning out valve boxes 
 Maintenance booster stations. 
 GPS valves, services, hydrants, and leaks for past year.  
 74.43 million gallons of water treated for the month of December at 2.4 million gallons per day. 
 Cost per million gallons treated for December $220.58 
 6,700 gallons of water hauled from plant. 
 Off & On Reports / Customer service requests answered. - 214 
 Non-Payments  
 Continue to work on back-flow/cross-conn. Program 
 Water Plant roof leaking above filter 2&4. We had to remove the ceiling tile above both filters. 
 Crack in filter #2 wall. Jay, Ethan, Jerry, and I met and discussed possible solutions. 
 Replaced pump #1 at Airport Booster Station.  
 Yearly equipment service and maintenance.   
 Working on Asset Management Plan 
 
b.   Monthly Chemical Cost Summary Report – 
 

 



 
 
 

       c.   Monthly Unaccounted Water Loss Report –  

 

General Department Report: Mr. Rolenson reported additional roof leaks above Filters No. 2 and 
No. 4, requiring the removal of ceiling tiles in those areas. Staff does not plan to reinstall the tiles 
until the roof can be repaired, when weather conditions allow. He also noted an active wall leak in 
Filter Bed No. 2. City Engineer Jay Hollen reported that a crack previously repaired in 2012 has 
reappeared. He emphasized that the issue does not appear to be structural; rather, the waterproof 
coating applied during the 2012 repairs was inadvertently removed, allowing water to penetrate 
the old crack.  Allegheny Restoration inspected the site and confirmed the crack poses no structural 
concern and can be repaired. Their estimated project cost is $15,620, including a $3,500 
mobilization fee, $5,888 for port-injection materials, and $6,200 for reapplying the cementitious 
waterproof coating. The port-injection material is a reactive chemical that follows water paths and 
seals cracks upon contact.  This estimate also includes an additional repair to a separate crack on 
the exterior of Filter Bed No. 1, identified by staff during the inspection. Hollen noted that this 
secondary issue appears to be related to weather exposure behind a 2016 concrete repair.  Hollen 
stated that even if Filter Bed No. 2 were temporarily taken offline, the plant could still meet water 
demand using the remaining three filters, though it would require additional operator effort. He 
expressed that the quoted cost is reasonable given post-COVID material increases and is expected 
to remain within the stated budget.  A Q&A with Board members followed. 
 
Mr. Rolenson reported that a pump at the Airport Booster Station failed, but staff replaced it with 



one of the two spare pumps on hand. The crew has also been completing annual service and 
maintenance on all equipment, and work continues on the utility’s asset management plan. He had 
no further updates. The recently failed pump was attributed to age. Board members briefly 
discussed whether to budget for an additional spare pump, since only one remains. Mr. Rolenson 
doesn’t feel that it is necessary at this time. 
 
9. Old Business Discussions:   
a. Water Treatment Plant Replacement Project – Mayor Skinner recognized Tim Ball of Potesta 
& Associates, who provided the following report: Potesta has shifted its primary focus to preparing 
the USDA loan application for the Water Treatment Plant Project. He has begun reviewing the 
application requirements and assembling the necessary documentation, noting that the process will 
take some time.  Ball also stated that the Water Department staff have requested the addition of 
several pipeline segments in the Route 20 corridor. He described these proposed additions as 
beneficial, as they would strengthen the new transmission line and improve system performance by 
creating additional interconnections with the existing distribution network. However, Potesta is 
evaluating the potential cost impacts, as the added scope may challenge the overall project budget. 
Cost estimates and options for incorporating the additions while remaining within budget are 
currently under review. 
 
City Engineer Jay Hollen reported that a water leak discovered at the unoccupied Novelis building 
just before Christmas revealed deficiencies in the interconnection and bypass capabilities within 
the affected area. Staff determined that there was no effective way to isolate or reroute water 
during such incidents. Following an on-site review by Tom Rolenson and Jerry Walmsley, and 
further discussions between Hollen and Rolenson, a preliminary layout has been developed to 
address these interconnection and bypass needs.  Hollen noted that any additions to the project 
scope raise questions about funding, as current water rates and project budgets were established 
based on the original project submission. He stated that guidance from Region VII would be needed 
regarding how such additions could be financed.  Region VII Director Shane Whitehair advised that 
no decision can be made until cost estimates for the proposed additions are known. If the cost is 
manageable, it may be possible to absorb it within the existing project budget. If the cost is 
substantial, the Board will need to determine whether to adjust priorities, consider future rate 
changes, or defer the work.  He reminded the Board that any change to the project’s scope or cost 
would require resubmission to the IJDC for review and approval. 
 
i. Review & Approval for Payment Water Project Invoices-Resolution 2026-01– Shane 
Whitehair reported that the current requisition includes two invoices from Potesta for preliminary 
design work on the Water Treatment Plant Project. The first invoice, dated November 30, 2025, 
totals $17,936.08, and the second, dated December 31, 2025, totals $19,796.00, for a combined 
total of $37,732.08. 
 
Rizo/Randall moved to approve the payment of the Water Project Invoices-Resolution 2026-
01 as presented.  The motion carried. 
 



 

 
ii. Other Updates & Discussions – Nothing further was offered for discussion. 

10.  New Business Discussions: 
a. None  
 
11.  Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Mayor Skinner reviewed the 
following with the Board Members. 
a. Mt. Hope Water Association Meeting Minutes November 2025- The P.S.D.’s meeting 
minutes were distributed to the board members as information sharing between the COB and 
the P.S.D’s. 
 
12. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements:  
 
Scott Randall: Mr. Randall wished all a Happy New Year. 
 
Erasmo Rizo: Mr. Rizo had no further comments. 
 
Don Nestor:  Mr. Nestor expressed his appreciation for the Water Department’s work, noting the 
importance of maintaining a reliable water supply. He commended staff for both their daily 
efforts—such as addressing leaks and routine operations—and their long-term planning. Nestor 
contrasted the City’s well-functioning system with other communities that have experienced 
prolonged service disruptions, stating that Buckhannon has much to be proud of. He thanked past 
and present staff for their continued commitment to providing dependable service. 
 
Recorder Sanders: Mr. Sanders noted that an Executive Session to discuss property matters had 
been requested. 
 
Mayor Skinner:  Mayor Skinner asked for a motion to enter an Executive Session under West 
Virginia Code §6-9A-4 to discuss property matters. 



 
At 7:59 a.m., Rizo/Nestor moved that we enter into an Executive Session under West Virginia 
Code §6-9A-4 to discuss property matters.  The motion carried. 
 
At 8:03 a.m., Nestor/Randall moved that we leave the Executive Session. The motion carried. 
 
Mayor Skinner noted that at 8:03 a.m., the Board had left the Executive Session where no decisions 
were made.  At 8:04 a.m., he then called for a motion to adjourn the Water Board meeting. 
 
13.  Declaration of Adjournment 
 
At 8:04 a.m., Rizo moved to adjourn from the regular session. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III    ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                          _______________________________________________ 
 


