
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, February 19, 2026, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in 
attendance (GTM indicates via GoToMeeting):  
 
Mayor              Robbie Skinner   Present 
City Recorder            Randy Sanders   Present 
Council Member           Pam Bucklew   Present 
Council Member           Jack Reger    Present 
Council Member           Robert Zuliani   Present 
Council Member           Scott Randall   Present 
Council Member           Vacant     N/A 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance        Amberle Jenkins  Present 
City Attorney            Tom O’Neill   Present 
Buckhannon Police Department       Chief Matt Gregory  Present 
Director of Public Works         Ethan Crosten   Present 
City Hall Office Manager         Barbara Hinkle   Present 
 
Media: 
Channel 3             Rodney Irvin   Absent 
MyBuckhannon.com          Brian Bergstrom  Present - GTM 
Record Delta            Noah Jeffries   Present - GTM 
 
Guests: Tammy Reger, Upshur County Chamber of Commerce; Shane Jenkins, Jim Valenson of the 
WV Strawberry Festival; Kourtney Jones, WV Association of Fairs & Festival Queen; Lt. Doug 
Loudin, BPD. 

     Council of the City of Buckhannon 
Public Meeting Agenda 

7:00 PM | Thursday, February 19, 2026 
Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 

 
1. Call to Order  

 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 02/05/2026 

 
5. Recognition of Guests 

a. WV Strawberry Festival Association President Shane Jenkins & WV Association of 
Fairs & Festivals Queen Kourtney Jones 

i. 84th Annual WVSF Updates, Planning, Request of Services & Use of City Properties 
 

6. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested  
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins 
a. Approval Payment of Bills 
b. Budget Work Sessions 
c. Approval Political Subdivision Account Application WVBTI Municipal Stabilization 

 
8. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works, Ethan Crosten 

a. Approval Street Paving Project Spring 2026 
b. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits 

 
9. Police Department Report – Chief Matthew Gregory 

      a. 2025 Annual Report 
b. Discussion/Possible Approval Tate Communications Proposal Electronic Door Locks 
c. Lt Loudin Presentation 

i. “In the Name of Me and You” a TreCosta Entertainment Film about Addiction, 
     Recovery & Hope on February 25th at 6pm, at CAC, Free & Open to the public 
 

10.  City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill 
       a. Approval Ordinance No. 477 Amending Ordinance No. 475 Municipal Purchasing 



    2nd/Final Reading 
 

11. New Business Discussions 
   a. Approval Reschedule City Council Meeting date of 03/05/26 to Tuesday, 03/03/26 
due to the 

    Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 
      b. Approval Reappointment of Dr. Theresa Black- Upshur Buckhannon Board of Health 
 

12. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 

13. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements 
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

i. CAC Gallery Showcases Al Tucker’s WV Photography Now through February 28 
ii. BCT Presents “The Iliad, The Odyssey & All of Greek Mythology” at CAC March 26-

29 
iii. CAC Local Music Night Concert Series- A.M.D & Bluegrass Preserves 
iv. Kanawha Lounge Limited Video Lottery Zoning Compliance 

 
b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 

i. March 1, 2026 B-UHS Band Booster Bingo Fundraiser 
ii. March 5, 2026 Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 
iii. April 11, 2026 Ducks Unlimited Event 
iv. April 18, 2026 The SETH Project 
v. April 25, 2026 B-UHS Prom 

 
14. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 

 
15. Declaration of Adjournment 

 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on February 13, 2026.  *Those who participated in this 
meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by phone, call: (571) 317-
3112, access code: 443-910-693. 
 

1. Call to Order: At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the February 19, 2026, regular meeting 
of the Buckhannon City Council to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection: Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to a moment of silent 
reflection. 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Regular Meeting: 02/05/26 – Mayor Skinner noted 
that the Meeting Minutes for February 05, 2026, were available for consideration and asked for 
corrections or approval as presented. 
 
Randall/Zuliani moved to approve the minutes of the 02/05/26 meetings as presented.  The 
motion carried. 
 
5. Recognition of Guests – Mayor Skinner acknowledged the following:  
a. WV Strawberry Festival Association President Shane Jenkins & WV Association of Fairs & 
Festivals Queen Kourtney Jones 

i. 84th Annual WVSF Updates, Planning, Request of Services & Use of City Properties 
– Mayor Skinner recognized both WVSF President Shane Jenkins & WVAFF Queen 
Kourtney Jones.  President Jenkins reported that preparations for the 84th West 
Virginia Strawberry Festival are progressing strongly, with volunteer momentum at an 
all-time high. He highlighted the launch of the new junior membership program, now 
underway with three student members, and noted early success as junior member 
Johnny Chen won first place at the Upshur County Social Studies Fair for his project on 
the festival. Jenkins also reported continued growth in programming, including 23 
confirmed bands—several international—through the festival’s partnership with 
WAMSB. A major country music headliner has been secured, though the announcement 
is pending due to contractual requirements. Upcoming events include the Queen and 
Teen Pageant on March 14 and the Junior Royalty Pageant on March 28, both at the 
WVWC Performing Arts Center. Mr. Jenkins shared that the festival sent the largest 
delegation in the state to the West Virginia Association of Fairs and Festivals 
Convention, where the WV Strawberry Festival was repeatedly cited as a model 



organization. Vendor applications for both food and market spaces are significantly 
ahead of previous years. He acknowledged the passing of longtime festival supporter 
Jim “Fuzzy” Lockhart and offered condolences to his family and the community.  Mr. 
Jenkins reported that the WVSF strengthened its statewide standing by setting a new 
record for the most queens to win the West Virginia Association of Fairs and Festivals 
title. He praised the current Festival Queen, Kourtney Jones, for her outstanding 
presentation at the convention, noting that she delivered detailed attendance, economic 
impact, and event information entirely from memory before thousands of attendees. He 
stated that her professionalism and ability to communicate the Festival’s value have 
already helped generate new sponsorship and partnership opportunities across the 
state. Jenkins described her as an exceptional representative of both the Festival and the 
City of Buckhannon and introduced her to the Council in her new role as the statewide 
Queen. 
 
WVAFF Queen Kourtney Jones - Kourtney Jones shared that growing up attending the 
West Virginia Strawberry Festival makes her new statewide role especially meaningful, 
noting that Buckhannon has become her home. She explained that the Festival is both a 
cherished tradition and a major economic driver, drawing more than 50,000 attendees 
and generating an estimated $6 million for Upshur County last year. She also highlighted 
the broader economic impact of fairs and festivals statewide, emphasizing their 
importance to tourism, agriculture, and small‑business development. Jones described 
her work as an ambassador throughout the year, representing the WVSF and 
Buckhannon at events across West Virginia and collaborating with state leaders on 
initiatives such as the Mountaineer Mile youth fitness program. She expressed gratitude 
for the support she has received from the Festival board and community, especially 
during personal challenges, and emphasized that her statewide win was a shared 
achievement for Buckhannon.  Looking ahead, Jones outlined two major initiatives for 
her year of service: securing AEDs for every fair and festival in West Virginia and 
expanding the Department of Agriculture’s Food as Medicine program to all 55 counties, 
with a focus on bringing the program to Buckhannon. She closed by reaffirming her 
commitment to representing Buckhannon and the Strawberry Festival throughout her 
statewide duties. 
 
Council members congratulated Ms. Jones and had a brief Q&A with festival president 
Jenkins. 

6. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested – Mayor Skinner noted that, with no 
requests from the public, no action was necessary. 
 
7. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins: Mrs. Jenkins presented the 
current financial reports as follows: 
 

 
 
Mrs. Jenkins presented the following to the Council: 
 
a. Approval Payment of Bills – The full list of bills appeared in the meeting packet. 
 
Randall/Zuliani moved to approve the bills as presented.  The motion carried. 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 

b. Budget Work Sessions – Council budget working sessions will be held on March 3 and March 10 
at 9:00 a.m. each day. 
 
c. Approval Political Subdivision Account Application WVBTI Municipal Stabilization – 
Council reviewed an application prepared by Amby Jenkins to open the municipal stabilization 
account with the West Virginia Board of Treasury Investment and transfer matured CD funds 
(approximately $746,000) if approved. 
 
Sanders/Zuliani moved to approve the Political Subdivision Account Application WVBTI 
Municipal Stabilization.  The motion carried. 
 
8. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works Ethan Crosten: Ethan Crosten presented the 
following report to the Council: 
 
Street: 
• We have still been dealing with snow and ice removal as snow continues.  
• Preparing for the new playground equipment and upgrades at the North Buckhannon Park. The 
new playground equipment is scheduled to arrive early next week.  
• We have started alley work as we have decent weather and time.  
• The annual Spring Cemetery clean-up will be the week of March 23 through March 27.  
 
Waste:  
• We have hired a new waste collection helper.  



• The transfer station had an issue with the scales causing a closure this week but it has been 
resolved. 
 
Sewer: 
• Working on the final tie-ins for West Lincoln Street, which will complete the Henry Street 
Sanitary sewer upgrade.  
• Repair several issues on Boggess Street with customer laterals.  
• Working with the WVPSC on a sanitary sewer extension near Corridor H.  
• Working on our GIS System. 
 
Stormwater 
 Preparing to submit the grant application to FEMA for the project. We have commitments from 

3 owners to purchase their property pending a few details.  
 

Water: 
• Working to get a crack in one of the filter beds repaired.  
• Dealing with multiple leaks from the hard freeze and quick de-thawing period.  
• Preparing to begin an upgrade to the water system along Central Avenue.  
 
Zoning and Code Enforcement 
• Nothing New 
 
Engineering: 
• Charles W. Gibson Library Remediation Project – The project is currently out to bid. The bid 
opening will be on February 24, 2026, at 1:30 PM. The roof replacement project is scheduled to 
begin early- to mid-April 2026 and is expected to be completed by mid-June (weather dependent). 

• Colonial Arts Center – The first phase of the fire suppression sprinkler line and the installation 
of new HVAC return ductwork have both been completed. Due to rehearsals for a March 2026 
performance, no construction activities will take place on the framing and new wall & bulkhead 
phase of the project until April 1, 2026, at the earliest. (Amby to provide additional information). 

• WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) North Locust Street Sidewalk & ramp; 
Lighting Project (Gateway North) – The WVDOH has approved the City’s request to construct a new 
ADA compliant sidewalk along WV State Route 20 South in place of the Morton Avenue Sidewalk & 
ramp; Lighting Project. The WV State Route 20 South Sidewalk Project will begin at the Marion 
Street / Barbour Street intersection and continue is a generally southern direction along the east 
side (river side) of WV State Route 20 and terminate at the WV State Route 20/ Moore Avenue 
intersection. I am currently working on the preliminary alignment for the WVDOH’s review and 
approval and anticipate beginning details drawings no later than April 1, 2026. 

• FEMA / WVEMD – Taylor Street Storm sewer grant application – The application is 
approximately 90% complete and I intend to submit the grant application no later than March 4, 
2026. We are currently working on the revised Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) that is required for the 
grant submission. The estimated cost of the project is $1.69M, of which the Storm Department 
would be responsible for $423k. 
 
a. Approval Street Paving Project Spring 2026 – Mr. Crosten reported that approximately 
$187,000 remains in the FY 2026 paving budget. He identified two priority paving projects based 
on current conditions and recent utility impacts: Camden Avenue (Florida Street to Marion 
Street): This section is approximately 1,300 feet on both sides of the median, which has 
experienced significant deterioration due to multiple utility cuts. The gas company has a new 
project manager and plans additional work in the spring, after which the city intends to proceed 
with milling and overlay. The estimated cost for this segment is just under $157,000. North Wood 
Street (Florida Street to Marion Street): This corridor runs parallel to the Camden Avenue 
section and is the fourth segment identified for improvement. The pavement at the Ritchie Street 
intersection holds water due to a drop‑in inlet installed higher than the surrounding grade. The 
proposed overlay will correct the drainage issue and resurface the concrete street; milling is not 
required.  The combined estimated cost for both paving projects is approximately $180,000. 
 
Sanders/Reger moved to approve the Street Paving Projects for Spring 2026 as presented.  
The motion ca rried. 



 

 
 
b. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits – The 
Building and Wiring Permits had been circulated for review earlier in the day and appeared in the 
Council packet. 
 
Randall/Zuliani moved to approve the Building and Wiring Permits as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  

                Permit Fee Report # 76821-#76824 
 

                                               02/05/2026 - 02/18/2026 
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a 

Certific
ate 

Group: Commercial Electrical Fee 

7682
2 

Rylands 
Nolte 
Venture
s LLC 

15 E 
Main St 
2nd 
Floor 
Apartm
ent 

CLIFFORD 
RYLANDS 

Drywall 
overlay, 
kitchen 
remodel, 
electrical 
upgrade 

15,000.0
0 

100.0
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  Yes N/A No  

     15,000.
00 

100.0
0 

       

Group Total: 1 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7682
3 

BACK 2 
LIFE 
BLENDS  

14 N 
KANAW
HA ST 

 2 
WINDOW 
DECALS 

130.00 15.00  No 2/6/20
26 

Yes N/A No No 

7682
2 

Rylands 
Nolte 
Venture
s LLC 

15 E 
Main St 
2nd 
Floor 
Apartm
ent 

CLIFFORD 
RYLANDS 

Drywall 
overlay, 
kitchen 
remodel, 
electrical 
upgrade 

15,000.0
0 

127.5
0 

A 
Commer
cial 
Property 

No  Yes N/A No  

     15,130.
00 

142.5
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7682
4 

TRAVIS 
FOSTER 

185 S 
KANAW
HA ST 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUCT
ION LLC 

DEWATER
ING 
SYSTEM-
INSTALL 
BASEMEN
T GUTTER 
& SUMP 
PUMP 

28,520.3
8 

254.2
5 

B2 
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Family 
Resident
ial (500 
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No 2/13/2
026 

 N/A No No 
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1 

Mark 
Coyner 

63 W 
Lincoln 
St 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUCT
ION LLC 

Dewaterin
g System 
with 
basement 
gutter & 
sump 
pump.  

8,493.55 93.43 B2 
Single 
Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

 2/4/20
26 

No N/A No  

     37,013.
93 

347.6
8 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7682
4 

TRAVIS 
FOSTER 

185 S 
KANAW
HA ST 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUCT
ION LLC 

DEWATER
ING 
SYSTEM-
INSTALL 
BASEMEN
T GUTTER 
& SUMP 
PUMP 

28,520.3
8 

100.0
0 

B2 
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Resident
ial (500 
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No 2/13/2
026 

 N/A No No 

7682
1 

Mark 
Coyner 

63 W 
Lincoln 
St 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUCT
ION LLC 

Dewaterin
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with 
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sump 
pump.  

8,493.55 100.0
0 
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Resident
ial (500 
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 2/4/20
26 

No N/A No  

     37,013.
93 

200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 
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4 

TRAVIS 
FOSTER 
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KANAW
HA ST 
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ING 
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BASEMEN
T GUTTER 
& SUMP 
PUMP 

28,520.3
8 
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sq ft) 

No 2/13/2
026 

 N/A No No 



7682
3 

BACK 2 
LIFE 
BLENDS  

14 N 
KANAW
HA ST 

 2 
WINDOW 
DECALS 

130.00 20.00  No 2/6/20
26 

Yes N/A No No 

7682
1 

Mark 
Coyner 

63 W 
Lincoln 
St 

JES 
BASEMENT 
SYSTEMS 
JES 
CONTRUCT
ION LLC 

Dewaterin
g System 
with 
basement 
gutter & 
sump 
pump.  

8,493.55 20.00 B2 
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Family 
Resident
ial (500 
sq ft) 

 2/4/20
26 

No N/A No  

     37,143.
93 

60.00        

Group Total: 3 

     141,301
.79 

850.1
8 

       

 

 

Total Records: 10 2/18/2026 
 

 

9. Police Department Report – Chief Matthew Gregory –  

a. 2025 Annual Report: Chief Gregory provided a summary of the Police Department’s 2025 
Annual Report. The complete 2025 Annual Report is on file at City Hall or the BPD. The report 
draws on data from the department’s records management system, monthly officer reports, and the 
Upshur County 911 Center, and includes the full scope of departmental operations, including the 
regional task force, VIPS program, and peer liaison updates. Activity & Call Volume: Officers 
responded to 4,696 calls in 2025, including 1,989 911 calls. Both 911 calls and traffic accidents 
decreased compared to recent years. There were 146 reportable accidents, with 41 involving injury 
or fatality; one fatal crash occurred mid‑year. Reports, Crimes, and Clearances: Officers 
completed 434 reports, reflecting 567 total crimes due to multiple‑offense reports. The department 
achieved a 75% clearance rate. DUI offenses rose to the top of the “Top Five” crime categories, with 
56 DUI cases, including one felony. Other leading offenses remained consistent: theft, shoplifting, 
petit larceny, and drug offenses. Arrests & Traffic Enforcement: Arrests increased significantly: 
325 misdemeanor arrests and 71 felony arrests. Traffic enforcement activity also rose, with 917 
citations and 1,211 warnings, maintaining an emphasis on traffic safety. Task Force Operations: 
The regional task force, which covers a nine‑county area including Buckhannon, reported 
substantial drug seizures in 2025, including nearly three pounds of fentanyl and more than 13 
pounds of methamphetamine, among other substances. These results reflect strong collaborative 
enforcement efforts across the region. The Chief concluded that overall activity trends remain 
consistent with the past several years and offered to answer questions from Council.  Recorder 
Sanders asked Chief Gregory how the public has reacted to the department’s stepped-up traffic 
enforcement over the past year. He reported a significant decrease in complaints compared to 
2024, noting that 2024 had been one of the worst years in his 30-year career for citizen concerns 
about speeding and traffic safety. Many of those complaints were well-founded, with officers 
routinely encountering drivers traveling 15–20 mph over the limit.  Council members expressed 
appreciation for the department’s increased patrol presence, noting that they have received fewer 
complaints and more compliments from residents. Discussion briefly touched on speed bumps, 
with acknowledgment of both resident interest and Fire Department concerns.  When asked 
whether the department needed additional support, Chief Gregory stated that the department is on 
the right trajectory and expressed appreciation for Council’s backing of the enforcement approach. 
Council reaffirmed its expectation that the police department will hold drivers accountable when 
they endanger public safety. 
 
b. Discussion/Possible Approval Tate Communications Proposal Electronic Door Locks - 
Chief Gregory requested Council’s approval for a $10,501.39 quote from Tate Communications to 
install electronic access locks on four primary Police Department entry points: the main entrance, 
the lobby glass doors, the interior lobby door into the department, and the two rear doors. A recent 
security assessment recommended upgrading from traditional keys to electronic access for 
improved control and safety.  The proposed system will integrate with the existing electronic access 
software already in use at City Hall, allowing the Police Department to be managed within the same 
fob‑based platform without purchasing additional software.  Council members discussed vendor 
consistency and emphasized the importance of ensuring pricing remains reasonable and 
competitive. Staff confirmed confidence in the quote and noted the benefit of system compatibility 
with current City infrastructure.  The Mayor stated that funding would come from the Council 
contingency account.  
 
Reger/Sanders moved to approve the Tate Communications Proposal Electronic Door Locks 
for $10,501.39.  The motion carried. 



 
 
c. Lt Loudin Presentation 
i. “In the Name of Me and You” a TreCosta Entertainment Film about Addiction, Recovery & 
Hope on February 25th at 6pm, at CAC, Free & Open to the public:  Lt. Loudin  spoke about the 
upcoming community screening of “In the Name of Me and You,” noting that the film’s message of 
hope strongly resonated after its premiere in Huntington. He emphasized that while law 
enforcement must uphold the law, policing alone cannot solve the drug crisis. Arrests address 
immediate offenses, but long‑term recovery requires broader community support and resources.  
He explained that the Police Department frequently discusses how to help individuals beyond 
enforcement, and sponsoring this film is part of that effort. The goal is to encourage counseling 
centers, outreach programs, and recovery organizations to attend the screening, share the film 
within their own programs, and inspire individuals struggling with addiction to seek help.  He 
thanked the Buckhannon Rotary Club, FOP Lodge #114, the Deputy Sheriff’s Association, and First 
Choice Services for co‑sponsoring the event. The screening will take place on Wednesday, February 
25 at 6:00 p.m., with the director and several actors present for discussion. The Mayor and Council 
expressed appreciation for the initiative. 
 
10. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill – Mayor Skinner recognized City Attorney Tom 
O’Neill. 
a. Approval Ordinance No. 477 Amending Ordinance No. 475 Municipal Purchasing 
2nd/Final Reading – City Attorney O’Neill presented Ordinance No. 477 for Council’s 
consideration. The ordinance updates the City’s purchasing procedures by raising the threshold at 
which the requirements of Ordinance No. 438 apply—from $25,000 to $50,000. This change was 
requested by administrative departments to simplify purchasing processes and better reflect 
current costs.  O’Neill noted that no changes had been made since the first reading. The ordinance 
was read by caption and presented for action without further questions. 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 477 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF MATERIALS, 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, INCREASING THE THRESHOLD PURCHASING AMOUNT ABOVE 

WHICH THE PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE NO. 438 SHALL BE EFFECTIVE, AND PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY 

 
 WHEREAS, West Virginia Code §8-12-10 empowers a municipality to provide for the central 

purchasing of materials, supplies, or equipment, including motor vehicles; and, 

 WHEREAS, said Code provides that any ordinance adopted in accordance therewith “shall supercede 

any provision pertaining to competitive bidding contained in the special legislative charter of such 

municipality”; and, 

 WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 438, the Council of the City of Buckhannon established certain 

purchasing procedures and requirements; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires to increase the purchasing threshold for 

applicability of its purchasing ordinance, as amended; and, 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires to conform its purchasing practices to 

those permitted under this provision of the Code of West Virginia; and, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

ARTICLE I – PURCHASING THRESHOLD UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 438: 

ORDINANCE NO. 438 IS HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

(a) The purchase of any materials, supplies, or equipment having a price of more than fifty thousand dollars 

($50,000) shall be memorialized by a contract, or other writing, authorized by the City Council: Provided, 

that the City Council may by motion subsequently ratify purchases made by its employees or agents in the 

event of a mistake of law or fact. Motor vehicles are expressly included within the definition of “equipment” 

for purposes of this Ordinance. 

(b) Any and all other provisions of Ordinance No. 438 not otherwise amended herein remain in full force 

and effect. 

 

ARTICLE II – SEVERABILITY: 

In the event that any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be unconstitutional or otherwise 

invalid by a court exercising competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the validity of this 

Ordinance as a whole or the provisions thereof which are not specifically determined to be unconstitutional 

or invalid. 

 

ARTICLE III – EFFECTIVE DATE: 

This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days following the second (2nd) reading, passage and 

adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., March 21, 2026. 

 

 FIRST READING:   February 5, 2026 

 SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:   February 19, 2026 

 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 477 was 
lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said 
Council assembled on February 19, 2026. 
 
 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    
 



 

Sanders/Zuliani moved to approve Ordinance No. 477 Amending Ordinance No. 475 
Municipal Purchasing 2nd/Final Reading.  The motion carried. 
 
11. New Business Discussion - Mayor Skinner provided an overview of the following request, 
combining them into one action: 
 
Approval Reschedule City Council Meeting date of 03/05/26 to Tuesday, 03/03/26 due to 
the Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 
 
Randall/Zuliani moved to approve the rescheduling of the City Council Meeting date of 
03/05/26 to Tuesday, 03/03/26 due to the Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner.  The 
motion carried. 

b. Approval Reappointment of Dr. Theresa Black- Upshur Buckhannon Board of Health  
 
Reger/Randall moved to approve the reappointment of Dr. Theresa Black to the Upshur 
Buckhannon Board of Health.  The motion carried. 
 
12. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
Scott Randall: Councilmember Randall offered several words of appreciation during his report. He 
thanked Shane Jenkins for his ongoing work and expressed how honored he was to have Kourtney 
Jones representing the community. He also recognized the Colonial Arts Center, St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, and the Rotary Club for their recent contributions. He noted the encouraging increases 
reflected in the Police Department’s annual report, with some categories showing four‑ to five‑fold 
improvements over the previous year. Randall also commended the presentation regarding the 
upcoming film on addiction and recovery, emphasizing that the screening provides an important 
opportunity to reach individuals who may not otherwise know where to begin seeking help. 
 
Pamela Bucklew: Councilmember Bucklew reported on preparations for the upcoming Candidate 
Forum at West Virginia Wesleyan College and SUBA.  She noted that Tammy Reger is coordinating 
scheduling for the Chamber of Commerce/WVWC Student Union candidate forum. She also 
acknowledged the unusually large field of 12 City Council candidates, joking about needing a larger 
stage. Bucklew additionally mentioned Scott Randall’s sister Jennifer Randall-Reyes recently 
published a book with a colleague titled Introduction to Exit Trauma. 
 
Jack Reger: Councilmember Reger offered congratulations and appreciation to several individuals 
and departments, including Shane Jenkins and the WV Strawberry Festival Board; the newly 
crowned WVAFF Queen; and, the City Police Department, noting the department’s strong progress 
in accreditation and law-enforcement performance. He also thanked Ethan Crosten and Amby 
Jenkins for their continued work across city operations.  Reger reported on his recent attendance at 
the Elkins Drug Addiction Task Force meeting, saying he was highly impressed by the level of 
organization and collaboration among law enforcement, medical professionals, residential recovery 
programs, and community partners. He highlighted a presentation emphasizing that individuals 
struggling with addiction or alcoholism are often dealing with deeper underlying issues, and that 
successful recovery requires both treatment and stable places to heal afterward. He noted that 
Randolph County and Elkins have seen meaningful success through this coordinated approach.  He 
suggested that Buckhannon may benefit from modeling aspects of this regional collaboration, 
especially given cross-county impacts of substance-use issues. He referenced discussions with Chief 
Gregory about the peer liaison program, noting that other cities such as Weston, Philippi, and 
Clarksburg are using similar models. Reger also spoke with officials in those communities about the 
possibility of pursuing grant funding to support shared efforts.  He concluded by affirming that 
Buckhannon is already doing good work—particularly through its support of WV Wesleyan and the 
peer liaison program—and expressed appreciation for the city’s ongoing commitment to 
addressing addiction and recovery. 

Robert Zuliani: Councilmember Zuliani began by congratulating the newly crowned WVAFF 
Queen, then raised concerns about WV Strawberry Festival vendor capacity and placement for the 
upcoming festival. He noted that the number of food vendors appears to be increasing—potentially 
tripling or quadrupling—and warned that without careful planning, vendors paying higher fees 
could be placed in low‑traffic areas or duplicated excessively (e.g., multiple Italian sausage 
vendors), which could undermine their sales and satisfaction. He emphasized several logistical 
risks: Lack of a current vendor map, making it unclear how spaces will be assigned; Overbooking of 
food vendors, a trend he sees at many festivals as a way to recoup rising costs; Crowding along 
Spring Street, as the carnival pushes further up and available space tightens; Limited access to 
power and water for vendors moved farther from Jawbone Park’s infrastructure.  Zuliani requested 



to participate in the upcoming logistics meeting with festival leadership, noting that he receives 
significant feedback—both positive and negative—from vendors and wants to help prevent 
avoidable problems.  He also praised the Police Department, saying the latest annual report shows 
clear, measurable progress in enforcement, visibility, and community presence. He noted that he 
sees officers frequently throughout the city and hears far fewer complaints compared to other 
communities, describing the department’s current trajectory as “a good thing.” 
 
13. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements  
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 
i. CAC Gallery Showcases Al Tucker’s WV Photography Now through February 28 
ii. BCT Presents “The Iliad, The Odyssey & All of Greek Mythology” at CAC March 26-29 
iii. CAC Local Music Night Concert Series- A.M.D & Bluegrass Preserves 
iv. Kanawha Lounge Limited Video Lottery Zoning Compliance 
 
b. Upcoming Events at The Event Center at Brushy Fork 
i. March 1, 2026, B-UHS Band Booster Bingo Fundraiser 
ii. March 5, 2026, Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner 
iii. April 11, 2026, Ducks Unlimited Event 
iv. April 18, 2026, The SETH Project 
v. April 25,2026,6 B-UHS Prom 
 
Recorder Sanders offered several acknowledgments and updates during his report. He began by 
recognizing Johnny Chen, praising him as an exceptional young community member and a source of 
hope for Buckhannon’s youth. He then highlighted the recent appointment of Cadence Ringer as 
Executive Director of the Convention & Visitors Bureau, expressing confidence in her abilities and 
noting the strong mentorship she will receive from the CVB Board and from Tammy Reger, with 
whom she will share office space. He also extended appreciation to Lacey Ramsey for her excellent 
service to the CVB over the past several years and wished her well in her next endeavors.  Sanders 
encouraged attendance at the upcoming Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner, noting that it is a 
must-attend event and that the Leadership Upshur will be a major feature this year.  He concluded 
by commending Chief Gregory and the entire Police Department for their outstanding work, 
emphasizing the professionalism of the officers and the strong collaboration among first 
responders, including Chief J.B. Kimble, Homeland Security and OEM Director Steve Wyckoff, and 
Sheriff Mike Coffman. Sanders remarked that Buckhannon is in a strong position thanks to the 
quality of its first responders and leadership. 
 
14. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements - Mayor Skinner noted that all important matters had 
been thoroughly covered by Council and staff during the meeting. With no further comments to add, 
he moved to adjourn, declaring the meeting concluded at 8:05 p.m. 

15. Declaration of Adjournment – The chair, Mayor Skinner, moved to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. 

 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                               ______________________________________________ 


