
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Sanitary Board was held on Thursday, February 19, 2026, at 
7:30 a.m. in Council Chambers at City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM is attendance by 
GoToMeeting):  
 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner    Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders    Present  
Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance  Amberle Jenkins    Present  
City Engineer      Jay Hollen     Present 
City Hall Office Manager   Barbara Hinkle    Present 
Board Member     Phil Loftis     Present 
Board Member     Crystal Shaw     Present 
Director of Public Works   Ethan Crosten     Present 
Sanitary Superintendent   Cody Tenney    Present 
 
Guests: None 
 
                         City of Buckhannon Sanitary Board 

Meeting Agenda 
7:30 AM Thursday, February 19, 2026 

Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 01/15/2026 
 

5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

6. Recognition of Guests 
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins 
 
8. Department Report –Sanitary Department Superintendent, Cody Tenney 

a. Plant Operations & Test 
b. Maintenance Crew 
c. Line Crew #1 
d. Line Crew #2 

 
9. Stormwater Management Discussions 

a. Taylor Street Storm Sewer Update 
 

10. Business Discussions: 
a. Finks Run-Norwin’s Development LLC Sanitary Sewer Extension-WVPSC Alternate 
    Mainline Sanitary Sewer Extension 
b. Waste Water Treatment Plant Study 
c. Discussion/Approve Advertisement Pipe Layer/Laborer Position 
d. Discussion/Approve Advertisement Lab or Maintenance Position 

 
        11. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 
       a. P.S.D. Meeting Minutes 
 
         12. Executive Session- Property Matters Per WV Code§ 6-9A-4 
 
         13. Board Members' Remarks and Announcements 
 
         14. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on February 13, 2026. *Those who participated in 
this meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/743314989, or by phone by 
calling (669) 224-3412, access code: 743-314-989. 
 



1. Call to Order: At 7:30 a.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the February 19, 2026, meeting of the 
Sanitary Board to order.  
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection – Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to join in silent 
reflection.  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Skinner led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 01/15/2026 – Mayor Skinner recognized that the 
minutes for 01/15/2026 were available for consideration and asked for corrections, additions, or 
approval as presented. 
 
Shaw/Loftis moved to approve the minutes from the January 15, 2026, meeting as presented.  
The motion carried. 
  
5. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested – Mayor Skinner noted that no one was 
present to address the Board, so no action was necessary. 
 
6. Recognition of Guests - None 

 
7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins - Mrs. Jenkins presented the January 
2026 reports. 
   

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Loftis/Shaw motioned to accept the financial reports as presented.  The motion carried. 
 
8. Department Report – Cody Tenney provided the following reports: 
a. Plant Operations - The plant has been operating well throughout this period. 

 
 



 
 
b. Maintenance Crew – The crew has also been working on our Pista Grit building when the 
weather has been bad. We are installing a camera, painting, installing an exhaust fan, and fixing 
some lighting.  We had a yard hydrant freeze and burst; materials are ordered for the repair. 
 
c. Line Crew #1 - Garrett’s crew fixed a leak on our force main near First Street; they are fixing two 
service line issues at 60 and 62 Boggess Street; and they have been handling customer concerns. 
 
d. Line Crew #2 – Scott’s crew has been primarily working on the Henry Street Sewer Upgrade. We 
are on the last run from Henry Street crossing into W Lincoln Street. We have been having 
difficulties with other utilities in the way. 
 
9. Stormwater Management Discussions 
a. Taylor Street Storm Sewer Update – City Engineer Jay Hollen reported that the storm sewer 
project budget has increased from just under $1.6 million to approximately $1.69 million due to 
property acquisition issues that required a redesign. He explained that under the original funding 
structure, the City would have been responsible for the full 25% non-federal match, totaling 
$421,978. After contacting officials in Charleston, Hollen learned that the Governor’s Office and 
West Virginia EMD are willing to provide an equal-share match if the City contributes 12.5% of the 
project cost, with the State providing the remaining 12.5%. This reduces the City’s obligation to 
$210,989 and eliminates the need to borrow funds or reduce the project scope. Hollen noted that 
this arrangement allows the full project to proceed at roughly $100,000 less than previously 
anticipated and advised that a resolution from City Council will be required to formally commit the 
City’s share. ( Resolution 2026-04) 
 
Loftis/Shaw moved to recommend to the Buckhannon City Council approval of a resolution 
committing the city to its 12.5% share of the Taylor Street Storm Sewer project cost.  The 
motion carried. 



 

 

 



 
 
10. Business Discussions: 
a. Finks Run-Norwin’s Development LLC Sanitary Sewer Extension-WVPSC Alternate 
    Mainline Sanitary Sewer Extension – Director of Public Works Ethan Crosten reported that the 
Finks Run–Norwin’s Development LLC Sanitary Sewer Extension, submitted as a WVPSC Alternate 
Mainline Sanitary Sewer Extension, is provided for information only and does not require Board 
action. He explained that the document is simply an updated copy of the agreement between the 
City and the developer. The PSC has assigned a case number, reviewed the filing, and returned a few 
minor changes through the PSC's attorney. Crosten noted that the PSC has approved the agreement, 
once the developer has a design approved by the City and WV Bureau of Public Health, the project 
may proceed. 
 
b. Waste Water Treatment Plant Study - Ethan Crosten provided an update on the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant study, noting that the original ~$20 million Potesta proposal has been reduced to 
focus on the most critical needs identified by recent DEP findings (Notices of Violation), primarily 
related to ammonia and suspended solids. The major needs include improvements to the plant’s 
headworks, where operators continue to experience marginal grit-removal performance and 
frequent pump ragging, and upgrades to the grit removal and oxidation ditches, which handle much 
of the treatment process. Crosten noted that ammonia and suspended solids violations originate in 
this area, and sludge measurements indicate that grit accumulation has reduced the effective 
volume of the ditches to roughly one basin, limiting retention time and worsening seasonal 
treatment challenges. He also reported ongoing issues with wiring and controls, clarifier equipment 
that frequently locks up, and the need to address the manual flat gate associated with UV flooding, 
which previously required a $50,000 repair. The force main replacement plan remains another 
major component, though Crosten believes City crews can complete portions of the work to reduce 
costs. He added that several smaller items, such as valve replacements, are also included. Crosten 
concluded that, based on discussions with Region VII and Potesta, the next recommended step 
should the Board decide to proceed to undertake a rate study. Shane Whitehair of Region VII 
reported that a wastewater rate study to be conducted after July should be used to determine how 
much of the plant design costs can be funded with existing revenues and what additional rate 
adjustments might be required, while keeping the project on the State Revolving Fund priority list 
and using phased design payment arrangements to avoid large immediate financial impacts.  Mr. 
Crosten added that no Board action is required at this time, but he and Cody will work with Amby 
to incorporate the design costs into the upcoming budget. He noted that the next step will be to 
revisit the rate study in July, once additional information is available, and proceed based on those 
findings. 
 
c. Discussion/Approve Advertisement Pipe Layer/Laborer Position – Without objection, this 
item is combined with the Discussion/Approve Advertisement Lab or Maintenance Position 
 
d. Discussion/Approve Advertisement Lab or Maintenance Position – Without objection, this 
item is combined with the Discussion/Approve Advertisement Pipe Layer/Laborer Position 
 
Discussion and action for items c and d: Cody Tenney and Ethan Crosten requested approval to 
advertise for a Pipe Layer/Laborer position. They further noted that a long-term lab employee has 
set a retirement date, which will open the Lab/Maintenance position. Although the position was 
offered internally, no employees accepted, and the department anticipates the need to hire. Crosten 
and Tenney discussed the current distribution of lab duties, the rising cost of outsourced testing, 
and the likelihood that bringing more testing back in-house would be more cost-effective, even with 
an additional hire. They recommended advertising immediately so the current Lab/Maintenance 
employee can assist with training. Board members emphasized the importance of ensuring that 
retirement paperwork is submitted before proceeding, citing past issues in which a position was 
posted prematurely. Following the discussion, the following action was taken: 
 
Loftis/Shaw moved to approve advertising for the Pipe Layer/Laborer position and further 
approved advertising for the Lab/Maintenance position contingent upon receipt of the 
current employee’s retirement paperwork.  The motion carried. 
 
11. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Mayor Skinner discussed the 
following with the Board. 
a. P.S.D. Meeting Minutes- The P.S.D.’s meeting minutes were distributed to the board 
members as information sharing between the COB and the P.S.D’s. 
 
Without objection, the Chair moved Agenda Item 13. Board Members’ Remarks and 
Announcements to the table. 



 
3. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements  
Crystal Shaw – Ms. Shaw thanked Jay Hollen for contacting the Governor’s Office regarding the 
funding opportunity and expressed appreciation for Mr. Crosten’s report on property matters. 
 
Phil Loftis – Mr. Loftis had nothing further. 
 
12. Executive Session - Property Matters Per WV Code§ 6-9A-4 
 
At 8:04 a.m., Shaw/Loftis moved to enter an Executive Session to discuss property matters 
per WV Code§ 6-9A-4.  The motion carried. 
 
At 8:33 a.m., Loftis/Shaw motioned to leave the Executive Session.  The motion carried. 
 
Mayor Skinner noted that the Board had left an Executive Session where the Board discussed 
property matters and no decisions had been made. 
 
14.  Declaration of Adjournment 
 
At 8:34 a.m., Shaw/Loftis made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                     _________________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                         _________________________________________________ 
 


