
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Waste Collection Board was held on Thursday, February 05, 2026, at 7:30 
a.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM 
indicates by GoToMeeting*):  
 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner  Present - GTM 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member     Pam Bucklew  Present 
Board Member      J.T. Pinegar  Present 
Director of Finance & Admin/Assistant Recorder     Amberle Jenkins Present 
City Hall Office Manager     Barbara Hinkle  Present 
Director of Public Works    Ethan Crosten  Absent 
Waste Department Superintendent   Dakota Arnold   Present 
City Engineer       Jay Hollen  Present - GTM 
 
Guests: None 

 
     City of Buckhannon  

Waste Collection Board Meeting Agenda 
7:30 AM Thursday, February 05, 2026 

Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 12/04/2025, 01/01/2026 Cancelled  
 

5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

6. Recognition of Guests 
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins 
   a. Approval Waste Collection Board Budget Revision 
   b. Approval Financing of a 2025 New Waste Collection 25 YD Rear Load Refuse Truck 
 

8. Department Report – Waste Department Superintendent, Dakota Arnold 
a. Waste Collection Report 
b. Recycling Center Report 
c. Transfer Station Report 
d. 2025 Annual Operational Report for the Solid Waste Transfer Station Permit #SWF-

5025 
 

9. New Business Discussions: 
a. Approval to Accept Bid Opening Results 
    i. New 96 YD Open Top Hydraulic Eject Transfer Trailer 
b. Approval Recommendation Public Service Commission WV M.C. General Order No. 56.4 
    (Reopened) Recommendation: Fuel Surcharge Rate Change from 6.71% to 6.88% 
    January 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026 
c. Approval Use of the Public Works Facility at 395 Mud Lick Rd for the Upshur County Solid 

Waste Authority Free Paper Shred Event on 04/18/26, 9:00 am-12noon 
d. Transfer Station Operations 

                   i. Approval Closure on July 4th, November 28th and December 26th 
e. Approval Wage Increase Cody Davis per Employee Classification System 

 
10. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

a. Notice of Advertisement Accepting Applications for Waste Collection Truck Helper 
b. 2026 Waste Collection Holiday Schedule 
 

11. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 

12. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on January 30, 2026. *Those who participated in this 
meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/382929125, or by phone: (669) 224-3412, 
Access code: 382-929-125. 



1. Call to Order: At 7:30 a.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner, attending by GTM, called the February 05, 
2026 meeting of the Waste Board to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection: Skinner invited those in attendance to join in silent reflection.  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance: Recorder Sanders led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 12/04/2025, 01/01/2026 Cancelled - Mayor 
Skinner noted that the minutes for December 04, 2025 have been distributed for review and asked 
for any corrections or approval of those minutes as presented.  He also noted that the January 01, 
2026 meeting had been cancelled. 
 
Bucklew/Pinegar moved to approve the meeting minutes from December 04, 2025.  The 
motion carried. 
 
5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested: No action was necessary 
 
6. Recognition of Guests: None 
 
7. Financial Report—Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins: Amberle Jenkins presented the 
January financial reports, and a discussion took place. 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Pinegar/Bucklew moved to accept the January 2026 financial reports as presented.  The 
motion carried. 
 
9. New Business Discussions: 
a. Approval to Accept Bid Opening Results, i. New 96 YD Open Top Hydraulic Eject Transfer 
Trailer - Brought forward for consideration was: a. Approval to Accept Bid Opening Results, i. New 
96 YD Open Top Hydraulic Eject Transfer Trailer.  Amberle Jenkins and Dakota Arnold reviewed the 
December bid opening for the second custom-built waste trailer with the Board. The lowest bid was 
submitted by Specter Inc. in the amount of $119,000, approximately $8,000 higher than the first 
trailer purchased earlier in the fiscal year for $111,000. It was discussed that the increase is likely 
attributable to rising steel costs and possible tariff impacts. A second bid was received but was 
submitted after the deadline and exceeded $150,000.  Both trailers had previously been approved 
for replacement due to being beyond repair, and the purchase of the second trailer had already 
been planned for the upcoming budget year. The Board agreed that delaying the purchase would 
likely result in further cost increases.  

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON  

(1) NEW 96 YD OPEN TOP HYDRAULIC EJECT TRANSFER TRAILER 
 
The City of Buckhannon will be accepting sealed bids for (1) New 96 YD Open Top Hydraulic Eject Transfer 
Trailer.  
Bids will be received until Tuesday, December 23, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.  All bids will be sealed and 
clearly marked “Sealed Bid for 96 YD Open Top Transfer Trailer.” 
A complete bid packet may be obtained at Buckhannon City Hall, 70 East Main St., Buckhannon, WV 26201, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday. 
Please direct all questions to Dakota Arnold at 304-642-4948. 
The City of Buckhannon reserves the right to reject any and all bids.  ( run dates 12/10,12/17) 

 



Pinegar/Bucklew moved to approve the $119,000 bid from Specter Inc. for the new 96 YD 
Open Top Hydraulic Eject Transfer Trailer.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Continuation of 7. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins 
a. Approval Waste Collection Board Budget Revision – Mrs. Jenkins and Mr. Arnold presented 
the details of the proposed Waste Collection Board Budget Revision to the Board.  Several line items 
required adjustment to align the budget with actual expenditures: Health insurance costs were 
under-budgeted and required an increase; Waste Collection employee wages increased by $24,000; 
New Equipment (534.59) was reduced by $30,000 because financing on a truck purchase began 
later than expected, eliminating six months of planned payments; Recycling salaries increased 
slightly, while Recycling group insurance was reduced by $9,000 due to a misclassification. The 
budget already included $201,956 for the newly approved trailer purchase. The Board also 
discussed acquiring a used skid steer from the Water Department for $5,000, pending Water Board 
approval. Waste staff noted that this model is identical to their existing unit, is in significantly better 
condition, and would require minimal refurbishment. The skid steer would be used in high-wear 
areas where equipment is frequently damaged. To accommodate all adjustments—including the 
trailer purchase and potential skid steer acquisition—the budget requires an additional $85,736 
from cash on hand. The revised cash-on-hand balance will be $1,042,117, sufficient to cover all 
listed revisions. The revision ensures all line items are properly funded for the remainder of the 
fiscal year. 
 
Bucklew/Pinegar moved to approve the Waste Collection Board Budget Revision as 
presented.  The motion carried. 

 

 

 
b. Approval Financing of a 2025 New Waste Collection 25 YD Rear Load Refuse Truck – Mrs. 
Jenkins reviewed financing proposals for the second new waste truck, priced at $264,000. All local 
banks were solicited for rates, and two proposals were received: Citizens Bank at 4.625%; First 
Community Bank at 4.75%. Citizens Bank submitted the lowest rate for a five-year term. Staff 
requested approval to finance the $264,000 truck through Citizens on a five-year term. The Board 
agreed that Citizens offered the most favorable financing option. 
 
Skinner/Bucklew moved to approve the financing of a 2025 New Waste Collection 25 YD 
Rear Load Refuse Truck through Citizens Bank for 4.625% for a five-year term.  The motion 
carried. 
 



8.  Department Report – Waste Department Superintendent, Dakota Arnold 
a. Waste Collection Report – Mr. Arnold reported that the annual DEP Operational Report has 
been completed and submitted as required. In equipment and personnel updates, the department 
took delivery in December of a 2020 Caterpillar skid steer purchased under the $25,000 bid 
threshold, which included both a warranty and a maintenance plan, and has performed well. On 
January 5, new float driver and mechanic helper Tommy Tenney began work and has shown strong 
performance. The new Western Star road tractor was delivered on January 20 and is now in service. 
Longtime scale house operator Rob Woods retired on January 24, and BJ Teets has transitioned into 
the scale house role. On January 29, the Rotary Club soft-plastic baler was delivered and installed at 
the Recycling Center and is now operational. Interviews have been completed for a new helper 
position, with hiring pending drug test and background check results. The first of the open-top 
trailers has been delivered and will enter service once plates and registration are received. The 
newly financed 25-yard garbage truck is built and may be delivered as early as next week. One of 
the department’s road tractors required a refurbished transmission and new PTO at a cost of 
$6,500, which will appear on next month’s agenda.  Despite significant winter weather, the 
department experienced minimal service disruptions, with only one truck requiring assistance and 
only minor route delays. The only major interruption occurred when the landfill was closed for one 
Monday. Staff performance during the weather events was excellent. Preliminary pricing is being 
gathered for potential fabric cover-all structures for next year’s budget, and staff expressed 
appreciation for the additional holidays granted in December. 
 
b. Recycling Center Report 

 

c. Transfer Station Report  

 

 



 

 
 
9. New Business Discussions 
a. Approval to Accept Bid Opening Results, i. New 96 YD Open Top Hydraulic Eject Transfer 
Trailer – Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
b. Approval Recommendation Public Service Commission WV M.C. General Order No. 56.4 
(Reopened) Recommendation: Fuel Surcharge Rate Change from 6.71% to 6.88% January 1, 
2026, through June 30, 2026 - The Board reviewed the Public Service Commission’s semiannual 
fuel surcharge recommendation, which increases the rate from 6.71% to 6.88% for the period of 
January 1 through June 30. This adjustment raises the residential inside-city base bill from $21.31 
to $22.78, an increase of $1.47. After a brief discussion noting continued fuel cost pressures, the 
Board took the following action: 
 
Pinegar/Bucklew moved to approve the PSC’s recommended surcharge rate.  The motion 
carried. 
 



 
 
c. Approval Use of the Public Works Facility at 395 Mud Lick Rd for the Upshur County Solid 
Waste Authority Free Paper Shred Event on 04/18/26 9:00 am-12noon - The Board 
considered a request from the Upshur County Solid Waste Authority to use the Public Works facility 
at 395 Mud Lick Road for the annual community paper shred event. The event is scheduled for April 
18 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., consistent with past practice of hosting this service at the same 
location. 
 
Bucklew/Pinegar moved to approve the use of the Public Works Facility at 395 Mud Lick Rd 
for the Upshur County Solid Waste Authority Free Paper Shred Event on 04/18/26 9:00 am-
12noon.  The motion carried. 
 
d. Transfer Station Operations, i. Approval Closure on July 4th, November 28th, and 
December 26th - The Board reviewed the proposed closure schedule for the Transfer Station, 
which allow closure of the facility on July 4 (Saturday), November 28 (the Saturday following 
Thanksgiving), and December 26 (the Saturday following Christmas). No objections were raised by 
Board members. 
 
Pinegar/Bucklew moved to approve the Transfer Station closure on July 4th, November 
28th, and December 26th.  The motion carried. 
 
e. Approval Wage Increase Cody Davis per Employee Classification System - Cody Davis was 
recommended for a wage increase after obtaining his Class D license and taking on additional 
responsibilities, including operating the department’s non-CDL trucks and learning to run the scale 
house. He was commended by Mr. Arnold for his strong work ethic, reliability, and consistent 
willingness to work extra hours and assist wherever needed. Based on his performance and 
expanded duties, the Board was asked to move him up one classification, raising his hourly rate 
from $17.60 to $19.00. 
 
Pinegar/Bucklew moved to approve the wage increase for Cody Davis per the Employee 
Classification System.  The motion carried.  



10. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Mayor Skinner provided an overview 
of the following to the Board: 
a. Notice of Advertisement Accepting Applications for Waste Collection Truck Helper 
 

City of Buckhannon 
Waste Collection Department 

Garbage Truck Helper 

The City of Buckhannon Waste Collection Department is accepting applications until January 23, 2026 for the 
following positions: 

One full-time garbage truck collection helper 

Job Benefits and Compensation 

 Hourly rate starting at $15.00 per hour depending on combination of education, skills, and qualifications 
 Full City benefits include insurance, retirement, sick time and vacation time. 
 Annual work boot allowance 
 Work clothing provided 

Candidates must: 
 Be 18 years of age or older 
 Driver must possess a valid WV driver license 
 Possess a High School diploma or equivalent 
 Be in good physical condition. This job includes, but is not limited to, lifting up to 50 pounds as well as 

climbing 
 Willing to work in all forms of inclement weather 

Eligible candidates will be subject to a background check and drug test. 

Applications may be obtained at City Hall, 70 E Main St, Buckhannon WV, Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 4:30 pm or call 
304-472-1651. 

The City of Buckhannon is an EEOC employer committed to the principle of equal opportunity for all qualified 
persons. 

b. 2026 Waste Collection Holiday Schedule 
 

 
 
11. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 
Pamela Bucklew – Mrs. Bucklew thanked Dakota Arnold for the great report. 

City of Buckhannon  

2026 Waste Collection Operations         Garbage    Transfer 
              Service   Station 
   
January 1, 2026    Thursday  New Year’s Day 2025   No    Closed 

January 19, 2026   Monday   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  Will Operate  Closed 

February 16, 2026  Monday   President’s Day     Will Operate  Closed 

May 12, 2026   Tuesday  Primary Election    Will Operate  Closed 

May 25, 2026   Monday  Memorial Day     No    Closed 

June 19, 2026   Friday   West Virginia Day    Will Operate  Closed 

July 3, 2026   Friday   Independence Day    Will Operate  Closed 

July 4, 2026   Saturday            Closed 

September 7, 2026  Monday   Labor Day      No    Closed 

October 12, 2026   Monday   Columbus Day     Will Operate  Closed 

November 3, 2026  Tuesday  General Election    Will Operate  Closed 

November 11, 2026  Wednesday  Veteran’s Day     Will Operate  Closed 

November 26, 2026  Thursday   Thanksgiving Day    No    Closed 

November 27, 2026  Friday   Thanksgiving Friday    Will Operate  Closed 

November 28, 2026  Saturday            Closed 

December 25, 2026  Friday     Christmas Day     No    Closed 

December 26, 2026  Saturday            Closed 

January 1, 2027   Friday   New Year’s Day 2027   No    Closed 



 
J.T. Pinegar – Mr. Pinegar had nothing further. 
 
12. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
At 8:04 a.m., Pinegar made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                  _________________________________________________ 

 
  City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                      ______________________________________________ 


