
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Waste Collection Board was held on Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 7:30 a.m., in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance (GTM indicated by 
GoToMeeting*):  
 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner  Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders  Present 
Council Member     Pam Bucklew  Present 
Board Member      J.T. Pinegar  Present - GTM 
Director of Finance & Admin/Assistant Recorder     Amberle Jenkins Present 
City Hall Office Manager     Barbara Hinkle  Present 
Director of Public Works    Ethan Crosten  Present 
Waste Department Superintendent   Dakota Arnold   Present 
City Engineer       Jay Hollen  Absent 
 
Guests: None 

 
     City of Buckhannon  

Waste Collection Board Meeting Agenda 
7:30 a.m., Thursday, June 4, 2026 

Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 05/07/2026 
 

5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

6. Recognition of Guests 
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins  
a. Approval Waste Collection Board Budget Revision FY 2025/2026 
b. Approval Resolution 2026-09 Waste Collection Board WV Board of Treasury Investments 
 

8. Department Report – Waste Department Superintendent, Dakota Arnold 
a. Waste Collection Report 
b. Recycling Center Report 
c. Transfer Station Report 

 
9. New Business Discussions: 

a. Approval to Process an Order for Two (2) New 20YD Garbage Trucks through Sourcewell  
Cooperative Program Effective Date: July 1, 2026 
b. Approval to Process an Order for 506 65-Gallon Toter Cans Effective Date July 1, 2026 
c. Approval Use of the Public Works Facility at 395 Mud Lick Rd for the Upshur County Solid 
Waste Authority Free Paper Shred Event on 09/26/26, 9:00 a.m. to 12noon 

 
10. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 

a. Accepting Applications: One Full-time Laborer/Truck Driver. Deadline 05/19/26 
b. PSCWV Memorandum -Utilities that have Filed Acceptable Communication Plans 
 

11. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 

12. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on May 29, 2026. *Those who participated in this meeting 
virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/382929125, or by phone: (669) 224-3412, Access 
code: 382-929-125. 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Robbie Skinner called the meeting to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection: Mayor Skinner invited attendees to observe a moment of silent 
reflection.  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Skinner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 05/07/2026 - Mayor Skinner noted that the minutes 



for 05/07/2026 have been distributed for review and asked for any corrections or approval of 
those minutes as presented. 
 
Pinegar/Bucklew moved to approve the meeting minutes from 05/07/2026 as presented.  
The motion carried. 
 
5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested: No action was necessary. 
 
6. Recognition of Guests: None 
 
7. Financial Report—Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins: Amberle Jenkins presented the 
most recent financial reports, and a discussion took place. 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Bucklew/Pinegar moved to accept the current financial reports as presented.  The motion 
carried. 
 
a. Approval Waste Collection Board Budget Revision FY 2025/2026 - Mrs. Jenkins reported 
that she had emailed the proposed end-of-year budget revisions to Board members the previous 
evening for review. She noted that because the fiscal year ends on June 30, she conducted a full 
review of all accounts to identify any necessary adjustments. Only a few revisions were needed.  
The primary adjustment involved reallocating $20,000 within the same expenditure category—
moving funds from the Professional Services line item to the General and Administrative line item. 



Mrs. Jenkins explained that this type of correction is common, as the 534-999 account is frequently 
used as a default coding location when bills are processed, and periodic cleanup is required.  She 
then highlighted three larger adjustments: Fuel Costs — an increase of $9,000 was added to the 
Recycling Center fuel line due to higher-than-expected fuel usage. Transfer Station Salaries — an 
additional $6,000 was added. She noted that she and Dakota had reviewed staffing classifications 
earlier in the year and that several employees were reclassified into different categories, requiring 
a correction.  Office Overtime — another $6,000 was added to account for increased overtime 
among office staff, necessitated by a high volume of operational activity.  The total budget revision 
amounted to $26,775. Mrs. Jenkins stated that the Waste Collection billing account had more than 
sufficient funds to cover the increased expenditures, and the adjustment was made accordingly.  
She concluded by asking whether Board members had any questions regarding the revisions. 
 
Pinegar/Bucklew moved to approve the Waste Collection Board Budget Revision FY 
2025/2026 as presented.  The motion carried. 
 

 
 
b. Approval Resolution 2026-09 Waste Collection Board WV Board of Treasury Investments - 
Mrs. Jenkins reiterated the benefits of consolidating funds into the Board of Treasury Investments 
money market program, noting that the recently matured $29,000 CD would earn a significantly 
higher interest rate—typically over 4%. She emphasized that the Treasury program allows for the 
fluid movement of funds without penalties, unlike traditional CDs, which require long renewal 
periods and restrict access. Consolidation would also help “clean up” the City’s numerous CDs and 
result in a clearer, more streamlined financial report, a practice many municipalities have adopted 
for ease of management and improved returns.  Recorder Sanders noted that the Board had 
approved the investment approach at the previous meeting, and that the remaining step was to 
formally adopt the required resolution.  Mayor Skinner asked for a motion to officially approve the 
action. 
 
Bucklew/Pinegar moved to approve Resolution 2026-09 Waste Collection Board WV Board 
of Treasury Investments as presented.  The motion carried. 



 
 
8.  Department Report – Waste Department Superintendent, Dakota Arnold 
a. Waste Collection Report – Mr. Arnold provided the monthly inventory and balancing report for 
the Recycling Center. A total of 54.54 tons of material was processed during the month. He noted 
the addition of a new line item for soft plastics and reported that the program has now accumulated 
approximately 1 ton. Additional appliances were shipped out during the month, contributing to the 
overall recycling totals.  At the Transfer Station, activity remained extremely high. Dakota reported 
over 3,300 total transactions and nearly 1,900 tons of material received, generating approximately 
$143,000 in revenue. He described operations as “absolutely crazy” on certain days, particularly 
during good weather, with activity slowing in the rain.  Due to the volume, staff were required to 
work on Saturday to haul loads to Clarksburg. Even with the additional weekend work, crews 
arrived Monday morning to find every trailer fully loaded, requiring three drivers to run loads to 
Clarksburg to keep up.  Dakota reported ongoing challenges with equipment and staffing. Trucks 
have required continuous attention, and the department has been balancing employee absences 
due to illness while ensuring enough vehicles remain operational to maintain service levels. He 
described the month as “difficult,” with multiple issues arising simultaneously.  Several facility 
improvement projects are underway: Lower C&D Dock — Rebar has been installed, with forming 
scheduled for next week and concrete work to follow.  Solid Waste Authority Building Roof — the 
roof began leaking, requiring the removal of old shingles and the installation of new roofing. The 
building is approximately 25 years old, and the replacement was due.  Dakota concluded by stating 
he had no additional updates until the Board reached New Business on the agenda. 



 
b. Recycling Center Report – See the report for specifics. 
 

 
 
c. Transfer Station Report – See the report for specifics. 
 
 

 
 

City of Buckhannon
Recycling Center

DATE: May-26

Inventory & Balance Sheet

Uproc. Proc. Total
ONP 1.6 10.64 12.24
OCC 2.75 41.13 43.88
MGOP 1.5 20.45 21.95
STEEL 0.25 1.97 2.22
ALUM. 0.05 0.98 1.03  
E-WASTE 0 0 0
Pete #1 0.15 7.9 8.05
No. 2 0.8 9.73 10.53
Soft 0.3 0.73 1.03
Total 7.4 93.53 100.93

Inventory  11/1/2305/01/2026 87.92
Inventory 12/1/2306/01/2026 100.93
Diff. 13.01
Loads Shipped 41.53
Total Diff. Inventory & Loads Shipped 54.54
Total Received 54.54
Less Garbage 0
Total 54.54

Residential Curbside
260

AppliancesIron Total Total $
32,900 4020 36920 2,255.40

Yard Debris
5000

City of Buckhannon
Transfer Station Totals

May 2026

Total Transactions 3361

Total Weight 1,896.91

Total Cash Received $46,664.00

Total City Trucks $69,264.50 836.68 tons

Total Charge $27,220.68

Grand total $143,149.18

Total C/D Material 502.2

Total Commercial/Residential 1,104.14

Bulky Goods      Steel Waste Total
1.75 3.69 5.44



9. New Business Discussions 
a. Approval to Process an Order for Two (2) New 20YD Garbage Trucks through Sourcewell 
Cooperative Program Effective Date: July 1, 2026 - The Board considered approval to process an 
order for two new 20-yard garbage trucks through the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing 
Program, with an effective date of July 1, 2026.  Mr. Arnold explained that the vendor had advised 
him that prices are expected to increase soon, and since the trucks are already included in next 
year’s approved budget, he requested authorization to move forward so the order can be placed as 
quickly as possible. He emphasized the operational need, noting ongoing difficulties keeping the 
current fleet running reliably.  Recorder Sanders asked about the status of the truck that had 
experienced repeated issues. Dakota reported that most major problems had been resolved, though 
some minor intermittent issues remain. He confirmed that the model being replaced is not the 
model being proposed for purchase.  Mr. Arnold clarified that the two new trucks will replace one 
commercial dumpster truck and one in-town residential service truck.  One of the existing units will 
be retained as a spare, as the current spare is more than 20 years old. The remaining two trucks 
will either be sent to auction or used as trade-ins, depending on the trade value offered. Dakota 
stated he will bring any trade-in proposal back to the Board for a decision.  He noted that 
purchasing through Sourcewell provides a 10% discount, saving approximately $50,000 on the 
total purchase price (roughly $250,000 per truck). Board member Pinegar asked whether the 
trucks include can lifters compatible with the City’s residential carts. Mr. Arnold confirmed they do.  
He also highlighted an optional $9,000 centralized grease lubrication system that continuously 
lubricates all fittings from a single reservoir. This system reduces maintenance time and improves 
safety by eliminating the need for staff to climb into or onto the truck to reach grease points, and 
helps extend the life of critical components. 

 
Following the discussion, Mayor Skinner requested a motion. 
 
Pinegar/Bucklew moved to authorize processing an order for two (2) new 20YD Garbage 
Trucks through Sourcewell Cooperative Program, effective Date: July 1, 2026.  The motion 
carried. 
 

 
 



 

 
b. Approval to Process an Order for 506 65-Gallon Toter Cans Effective Date July 1, 2026 -The 
Board next considered approval to process an order for 506 new 65-gallon Toter cans, with an 
effective date of July 1, 2026. Mr. Arnold noted that this item has been discussed in prior meetings 
as part of the Board’s interest in offering a smaller residential can option. He reported that the 
vendor—who also supplies the City’s standard 96-gallon cans—advised that plastic prices are 
expected to increase and recommended placing the order as soon as possible. Production will take 
one to two months, so early approval will help ensure timely delivery.  Board member Pinegar 
asked for clarification on the purpose of purchasing the cans ahead of the next rate study. Mr. 
Arnold confirmed that the Board’s prior direction was to conduct a “soft test” by offering the 
smaller cans as an option at the same rate as the current 96-gallon cans. This would allow the 
department to gauge resident interest—particularly among those who find the larger cans difficult 
to maneuver—before considering any future pricing or structural changes.  He also explained that 
506 units represent a full truckload, and purchasing the full load is the most cost-effective 
approach. The total cost is $32,384.  Mr. Arnold added that the department typically spends 
approximately $10,000 per year replacing damaged Toter cans. With the arrival of new cans, staff 
will be able to reuse many of the existing units that are swapped out, reducing or eliminating the 
need for replacement purchases this year. He added that the department repairs most damaged 
cans through plastic welding, discarding only those that are crushed or otherwise beyond repair.  
Following the discussion, Mayor Skinner requested a motion. 
 
Bucklew/Pinegar moved to approve processing an order for 506 65-Gallon Toter cans, 
effective date July 1, 2026.  The motion carried. 
 



 
 
c. Approval Use of the Public Works Facility at 395 Mud Lick Rd for the Upshur County Solid 
Waste Authority Free Paper Shred Event on 09/26/26, 9:00 a.m. to 12noon - The Board 
considered a request from the Upshur County Solid Waste Authority to use the Public Works 
Facility at 395 Mud Lick Road for the Free Paper Shred Event scheduled for September 26, 2026. 
Members noted that this event has been hosted at the same location in prior years without issue.  
Mayor Skinner asked whether there was a motion to approve the facility use request. 

Pinegar/Bucklew moved to approve the use of the Public Works Facility at 395 Mud Lick Rd 
for the Upshur County Solid Waste Authority Free Paper Shred Event on 09/26/26, 9:00 a.m. 
to 12noon.  The motion carried. 
 
10. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – No items were presented under 
Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information. 
 
11. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
 
Pamela Bucklew – Mrs. Bucklew was pleased with the decision to purchase the Toters. 
 
J.T. Pinegar – Mr. Pinegar asked whether the September 26, 2026 Free Paper Shred Event would 
coincide with the Make It Shine community cleanup event, as had occurred in a prior year. Mayor 
Skinner confirmed that the events are not scheduled on the same day this year, and the Paper Shred 
Event will proceed independently on September 26. 
 
12. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:53 a.m. on a motion by Bucklew. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        _________________________________________________ 

  City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                             ________________________________________________ 


