
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT: 
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon City Council was held on Thursday, July 02, 2026, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The following individuals were in attendance 
(GTM indicates via GoToMeeting):  
 
Mayor              Robbie Skinner   Present 
City Recorder            Randy Sanders   Present 
Council Member           Pam Bucklew   Absent 
Council Member           Jack Reger    Present 
Council Member           Robert Zuliani   Present 
Council Member           Scott Randall   Absent 
Council Member           Shawn Young   Present 
Assistant Recorder & Director of Finance        Amberle Jenkins  Present 
City Attorney            Tom O’Neill   Present - GTM 
Buckhannon Fire Department        Chief JB Kimble  Present 
Director of Public Works         Ethan Crosten   Present 
City Hall Office Manager         Barbara Hinkle   Present 
 
Media: 
Channel 3             Rodney Irvin   Present 
MyBuckhannon.com          Brian Bergstrom  Present 
Record Delta            Noah Jeffries   Present - GTM 
 
Guests: Lacy Ramsey; Dr. Timothy Reese-GTM; Jen Randall Reyes and Christine Schimmel; Don 
Nestor 

 
     Council of the City of Buckhannon 

Public Meeting Agenda 
7:00 PM | Thursday, July 02, 2026 

Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 
 
 

1. Call to Order  
 

2. Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Official Oath of Office: Four (4) Year Term 2026-2030 
a. City Recorder Randall H. Sanders 

 
5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 06/17/2026 

 
6. Recognition of Guests 

a. Dr. Jen Randall Reyes, West Virginia Wesleyan College Director of Counseling & 
Psychology and  

b. Dr. Christine Schimmel, West Virginia Wesleyan College Associate Provost 
i. Update on the City of Buckhannon/WVWC Addiction & Recovery Workforce 
Development 
Scholarship 
 

7. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested  
 

8. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins 
a. Approval Loan Renewal for Fiori Concrete Mixer at First Community Bank 
b.  Approval Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins as Authorized Signatory for Loan 

Renewal Financing of Fiori Concrete Mixer at First Community Bank 
c.  Approval Loan Renewal for BFD Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus at First 

Community 
d.  Approval Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins as Authorized Signatory for Loan 

Renewal Financing of BFD Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus at First Community Bank 
e.  Approval Resolution 2026-12 General Fund Budget Revision #1 FY 2026/2027 
f.  Approval Resolution 2026-13 Coal Tax Budget Revision #1 FY 2026/2027 
g.  Approval Payment of Bills 

 
9. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works, Ethan Crosten 

   a. Approval to Renew Paving Contact with Adjustments to the Bid, if necessary 



b. Approval to Renew On-Call Contracting Services with Adjustments to the Bid, if necessary 
c. Approval to Re-Advertise Yard Reclamation Contract 
d. Approval Additional City Parks Projects and Maintenance Items 
e. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits 

 
10. Fire Department Report – Chief J.B. Kimble 

a. Discussion/Possible Purchase 2016 Freightliner Pierce Pumper Truck 
  

11. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill 
a. Discussion/Draft Ordinance No. 479 Purchase Property 44 Cleveland Avenue through 
Third Party Tax Sale 
b. WVWC Property Transfer 

12. New Business Discussions 
   a. Approval Renewal IT Service Agreement 2026-2029 Jarod Ramsey, Strategy IT  
Technology Solutions 

 
13. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 

 
14. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcement 

a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 
i. Friday, July 3-Independence Day Observance-All City Offices & Transfer Station Closed 
ii. Buckhannon Fourth of July Fireworks Celebration at Jawbone Park on July 3 
iii. The City Council Meeting Date of Thursday, August 6, 2026 has been cancelled due to 
conflict with the WVML Conference 

b. CAC Upcoming Events 
i. Five Dollar Guitar Lessons July 14 & July 18 
ii. Sago River String Band July 18 
iii. Buckhannon Songwriters Workshop July 21 

c. The Event Center at Brushy Fork Upcoming Events 
i. Valley North Transmission Line Project Open House 4:00-7:00pm, July 16 
ii. B-UHS Class of 1991 Cash Bash July 18 

 
15. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements 
 
16. Declaration of Adjournment 

 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on June 29, 2026.  *Those who participated in this 
meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/443910693, or by phone, call: (571) 
317-3112, access code: 443-910-693. 
 
1. Call to Order: At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the meeting to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection: Mayor Skinner invited all to join in a moment of silent reflection.   
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Skinner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Official Oath of Office: Four (4) Year Term 2026-2030 

a. City Recorder Randall H. Sanders – Mayor Skinner invited City Recorder-elect to join him, and 
he administered the Official Oath of Office for the office of City Recorder to Randall H. Sanders.  Mr. 
Sanders won the seat in the election of May 12, 2026, in which he ran unopposed and received 564 
votes as certified by the Upshur County Commission, May 21, 2026.  Sanders provided these 
remarks: “Thank you, Mayor, members of Council, and those who support my public service. I’m 
honored to begin another term as Recorder for the City of Buckhannon. Public service has been one of 
the great privileges of my life. Since first being appointed in 2019, I’ve had the opportunity to support 
our Council, our boards, and our commissions; to help strengthen transparency and communication; 
and to work alongside people who care deeply about this community. I’ve seen firsthand how 
Buckhannon thrives when we collaborate, listen, and keep our focus on serving our residents with 
clarity, fairness, and respect.  I’m grateful for the trust placed in me, and I remain committed to being 
a steady, responsive, and accessible partner in local government. Thank you again for this opportunity 
and for your confidence. I’m proud to serve.” 

 



 
 

 

 
 
5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 06/17/2026 - Mayor Skinner recognized that the 
minutes for the Regular Meeting of June 17, 2026 were available for review. He asked for any 
corrections or additions, or for a motion to approve. 
 
Zuliani/Reger moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Meeting of June 17, 2026. The 
motion carried. 
 
6. Recognition of Guests: 
a. Dr. Jen Randall Reyes, West Virginia Wesleyan College Director of Counseling & 
Psychology and,  
b. Dr. Christine Schimmel, West Virginia Wesleyan College Associate Provost 



i. Update on the City of Buckhannon/WVWC Addiction & Recovery Workforce Development 
Scholarship. Dr. Reyes began by expressing sincere appreciation to the Council for its support 
through the City’s opioid abatement funding. She noted that the City’s early investment created a 
model that WVWC could present to the West Virginia First Foundation, resulting in $1.2 million in 
new grant funding for the program and related initiatives.  Dr. Reyes reported that the scholarship 
program has successfully completed its first academic year. While initial enrollment was modest, 
interest has increased significantly in year two, with five to six applicants already in the pool, 
including three confirmed participants from Upshur County. The program offers entry points in 
both the fall and spring semesters, allowing for expanded participation.  She also highlighted 
WVWC’s new partnership with West Virginia CASA (Court-Appointed Special Advocates). WVWC 
recently hosted its first Summer Institute in Buckhannon, bringing more than 100 CASA staff and 
volunteers from across the state. Dr. Schimmel mentioned that many attendees remarked that they 
had never visited Buckhannon before and shared positive impressions of the community, its 
restaurants, and its hospitality. She added anecdotal feedback from participants who expressed 
plans to return to Buckhannon for future visits and activities, noting the broader economic and 
reputational benefits generated by the City’s initial support.  Dr. Reyes further reported strong 
collaboration with JB Kimble and the first responder community, particularly in advancing peer 
responder initiatives funded through the same opioid abatement allocation. She stated that WVWC 
has “under-promised and over-delivered” on the commitments made to the City and looks forward 
to continued growth in enrollment and program impact.  Recorder Sanders noted that the WVWC 
partnership is “tailor-made” for the opioid abatement funding’s intended purpose and commended 
the College for its strong utilization of the resources. He stated that Council’s decision to participate 
has proven wise, given the program’s demonstrated growth and impact.  Dr. Reyes agreed, 
emphasizing that the model developed jointly by the City and WVWC has drawn statewide 
attention. She reported that Jonathan Board, Executive Director of the West Virginia First 
Foundation, described the Buckhannon/WVWC initiative as “a unique model,” and confirmed that 
the College’s application—supported by the City’s pilot program—ranked among the 
highest-scoring of the 468 applications submitted statewide.  Dr. Reyes provided the Council with 
informational literature and an updated Memorandum of Understanding for the City’s records. 
Council thanked both presenters for their continued partnership and contributions to the 
community. 
 
 

 



 
 
7. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested – Note: Public Comment was opened 
and closed without objection. Mayor Skinner recognized Don Nestor.  Mr. Nestor provided an 
update on ongoing coordination efforts related to the proposed STEAM Center initiative in Upshur 
County. He noted recent scheduling challenges related to the superintendent transition and 
end-of-year school activities, but emphasized continued collaboration among the Stockert Youth & 
Community Center, City Council, Board of Education, Education Foundation, West Virginia 
Wesleyan College, and community partners. He reported that he, Superintendent Tim DeRico, and 
Mr. John Forster of St. Joseph’s Hospital met on June 8 to discuss aligning STEAM programming 
with school system priorities, stressing that any initiative must complement and follow the school 
system’s lead. A follow-up meeting is scheduled for next Monday with Superintendent DeRico and 
Tristen Gray, the BOE Director of Curriculum and Instruction, to review current educational efforts 
and identify opportunities for STEAM support. Early concepts include a mobile STEAM bus to serve 
elementary schools, retrofitting unused classrooms at Stockert for STEAM labs, and developing a 
phased plan that could eventually lead to a dedicated facility. Mr. Nestor referenced similar 
successful models in Marion County and noted upcoming regional collaboration opportunities, 
including the Western Career Collaboration meeting in Fairmont on July 16. He reiterated that the 
goal is to build a coordinated, community-supported STEAM initiative that enhances educational 
opportunities for students, and he thanked Council for its continued support. 
 



Mayor Skinner noted that under 12. New Business Discussions: Council had a single item for 
consideration — the renewal of the City’s IT Service Agreement with Strategy IT Technology 
Solutions for 2026–2029.  In attendance was Lacey Ramsey, co-owner of Strategy IT. Without 
objection, Mayor Skinner moved the agenda item to the table for consideration. He briefly 
summarized the status of the agreement, reminding Council that an executive session was held 
following the last meeting to review the proposed contract and discuss cybersecurity and 
operational matters. The proposed renewal reflects an annual cost of $90,000, paid to Strategy IT 
for full-service management of the City’s IT operations.  Recorder Sanders asked City Attorney Tom 
O’Neill to confirm whether he had reviewed the documents. Mr. O’Neill responded that he had, and 
that he had no objections. He further clarified that the required non-appropriation clause, which 
ensures the agreement functions year-to-year based on annual budget approval, is included in the 
materials. With that clause in place, he noted that there were no legal concerns regarding the 
renewal.  Mayor Skinner asked if there were any questions for Ms. Ramsey regarding the 
agreement. Hearing none, he entertained a motion on the issue. 
 
Zuliani/Reger moved to approve the renewal of the City’s IT Service Agreement with 
Strategy IT Technology Solutions, at the annual sum of $90,000, for the period of July 1, 2026 
through July 30, 2029, with Strategy IT Technology Solutions continuing to provide 
comprehensive IT services to the City of Buckhannon. The motion carried. 
 
8. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins: Mrs. Jenkins presented the current 
financial reports to the Council as follows: 
 

 



 

 
 
Mrs. Jenkins also presented the following to the Council: 
 
a. Approval of Loan Renewal for Fiori Concrete Mixer at First Community Bank – Mrs. 
Jenkins reported that Item a no longer required renewal, as only one or two payments remain and 
the loan will be paid off.  No action was necessary. 
 
b.  Approval of Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins, as Authorized Signatory for Loan 
Renewal Financing of Fiori Concrete Mixer at First Community Bank – No action was 
necessary. 
 
c.  Approval Loan Renewal for BFD Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus at First Community 
- Mrs. Jenkins reported that the bank requires City Council minute’s formally authorizing renewal 
once the City’s financial audit is complete. She requested a motion authorizing renewal upon 
completion of the financial documents and permitting her to sign the renewal. 
 
Sanders/Zuliani moved to approve the approval of the loan renewal for the BFD Self-
Contained Breathing Apparatus at First Community Bank.  The motion carried. 
 
d.  Approval Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins as Authorized Signatory for Loan Renewal 
Financing – Mayor Skinner asked for a motion. 
 
Zuliani/Sanders moved to approve Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins as the authorized 
signatory for the loan renewal for the BFD Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus at First 
Community Bank.  The motion carried. 
 
e.  Approval Resolution 2026-12 General Fund Budget Revision #1 FY 2026/2027 – Mrs. 
Jenkins reviewed the agenda item with the Council. 
 
Sanders/Reger moved to approve Resolution 2026-12, General Fund Budget Revision #1 for 
FY 2026–2027, as presented. The motion carried by voice vote. A roll call was then required 
and executed by Recorder Sanders, with the following results: Mr. Skinner – Yes; Mr. Sanders 



– Yes; Mrs. Bucklew – Absent; Mr. Reger – Yes; Mr. Zuliani – Yes; Mr. Randall – Absent; Mr. 
Young – Yes. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
f.  Approval Resolution 2026-13 Coal Tax Budget Revision #1 FY 2026/2027 – Mrs. Jenkins 
reviewed the agenda item with the Council. 
 
Sanders/Reger moved to approve Resolution 2026-13 Coal Tax Budget Revision #1 FY 
2026/2027, as presented. The motion carried by voice vote.  A roll call was then required 
and executed by Recorder Sanders, with the following results: Mr. Skinner – Yes; Mr. Sanders 
– Yes; Mrs. Bucklew – Absent; Mr. Reger – Yes; Mr. Zuliani – Yes; Mr. Randall – Absent; Mr. 
Young – Yes. 
 



 

 



g.  Approval Payment of Bills – Mrs. Jenkins had presented the bills earlier in her presentation. 
 
Zuliani/Young moved to approve the bills as presented.  The motion carried. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 

9. Public Works Report – Director of Public Works Ethan Crosten: Mr. Crosten began by 
presenting the following report to the Council.   

 
Buckhannon City Council  

Public Works Director Report 
By: Ethan Crosten 
June 17th, 2026 

 
Street: 

 We have been completing alley trimming and maintenance.  
 Getting ready to start sidewalk projects on Franklin and Cleveland Avenue. 
 Worked on clean up associated with the BBQ Bash.  
 Getting ready to begin a small project in the Jawbone Park parking lot to ease vendor set up for events.  

 
Waste:  

 Nothing New 
 

Sewer: 
We have completed the West Main Street sewer upgrade, we will be working on several taps 

 Continuing to work on the Chestnut Street sewer upgrade.  
 We have reviewed and approved plans for a Sanitary Sewer extension near Finks Run.  
  

Water: 
The Water Department has begun work on Central Avenue as part of a water line upgrade.  

 
Engineering: 
 

 Charles W. Gibson Library Remediation Project – Construction activities should be completed at the 
time of this update report (weather permitting). 

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) West Main Street / North Locust Street Sidewalk 
&; Lighting Project – In speaking with the City’s WVDOH project manager, the WVDOH has not made 
any announcements on any 2025 TAP applications yet but decisions are expected before August 2026. 

 WVDOH Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) North Locust Street Sidewalk &amp; Lighting 
Project (Gateway North) – Continuing to work on the design of the project that will be for the 
construction of a new 5’-0” ADA-compliant concrete sidewalk along Route 20 South from Marion Street 
to Moore Avenue. Qualification-based interviews with (3) surveying companies regarding the surveying 
of the (32) properties whose front property line is adjacent to the existing WVDOH Rights-of-Way along 
WV County Route 20 shall be conducted on July 15, 2026. 

Mr. Crosten also reported on the Route 20 lane-widening project near the Upshur County 
Courthouse. Construction is expected to begin in late August with completion projected for 
November 2026. Route 20 will be closed weekly from Sunday 6:00 PM through Thursday 6:00 AM 
for night work, with detours routed down Main Street toward North Locust and Wendy’s. No Main 



Street closures will be permitted during this period, which will affect the Veterans Day and B-U 
Homecoming parades. Recorder Sanders thanked the Public Works crew for their responsiveness, 
including installation of an indoor air-conditioning unit in the Jawbone Park building to protect new 
sound equipment, preparations for July 4 events, and assistance with quick-turnaround needs at 
the Event Center. Public Works is also assisting the County with relocating playground equipment 
from Pringle Tree and continues coordinating on courthouse lighting and electrical work. 
 
a. Approval to Renew Paving Contract with Adjustments to the Bid, if necessary - Council 
reviewed correspondence from West Virginia Paving included in the meeting packet explaining the 
need for a price adjustment due to increased petroleum-based asphalt costs. When the City’s paving 
contract was originally bid in May 2025, asphalt was priced at $570/ton. As of July 2026, the local 
cost has risen to $695/ton. Based on the contract’s escalation formula, the adjusted rate would 
calculate to approximately $7.50/ton.  Because the City has $400,000 budgeted for paving and 
maintains a solid working relationship with the contractor, West Virginia Paving proposed only a 
$2.50/ton increase rather than the full allowable adjustment. Mr. Crosten noted that the contractor 
is effectively absorbing roughly $5.00/ton of the increase to help the City manage costs.  Mr. 
Crosten and Council members expressed satisfaction with the quality of the company’s work and 
agreed that the proposed adjustment was reasonable. The wearing surface rate will increase from 
$126.00/ton to $128.50/ton. 

 

 

Sanders/Reger moved to approve the renewal of the contract with West Virginia Paving, 
accepting the $2.50/ton increase as an adjustment to the bid.  The motion carried. 

b. Approval to Renew On-Call Contracting Services with Adjustments to the Bid, if necessary - 
Council discussed renewal of the City’s on-call contracting services agreement. TradeWorx, the 
contractor holding the current agreement, reported no price adjustments for the upcoming year 
and confirmed they are willing to continue under the existing terms. Council members expressed 
satisfaction with TradeWorx’ performance, noting the quality of recent work, including 
improvements on Pocahontas Street. The remaining portion of Pocahontas Street, on the opposite 
side of Preston Street, is budgeted for completion by the Street Department under the current fiscal 
plan. 
 
Sanders/Zuliani moved to approve renewing the On-Call Contracting Services with 
TradeWorx with no cost adjustment.  The motion carried. 
 



c. Approval to Re-Advertise Yard Reclamation Contract 2026-2028 – Mr. Crosten noted that 
while Tradeworx has performed well, the company is presently committed to several other projects 
and landscaping work is not their primary specialty. He recommended re-advertising the contract 
to seek firms more specifically geared toward landscaping and yard restoration services. 
 
Zuliani/Young moved to approve re-advertise for a Yard Reclamation Contractor.  The 
motion carried. 
 
CITY OF BUCKHANNON 
ACCEPTING BIDS FOR YARD RECLAMATION SERVICES 
 
The City of Buckhannon will be accepting bids for Yard Reclamation Services 2026-2028. 
Bids will be received until 8:30 am, Wednesday, August 5, 2026 at which time the bids will be opened. 
Bid Information may be obtained at Buckhannon City Hall, 70 East Main Street, Buckhannon, WV 26201 
from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday –Friday. 
Please direct all questions to Ethan Crosten, Director of Public Works at (304) 472-4443, extension 1000. 
The City of Buckhannon has the right to reject any and all bids.  
 
d. Approval of Additional City Parks Projects and Maintenance Items – Mr. Crosten presented a 
list of proposed City Park projects and maintenance items, noting that several had been previously 
budgeted but deferred due to limited funds. With updated budget revisions providing additional 
capacity, staff reviewed a series of improvements focused primarily on maintenance and 
restoration rather than new amenities.  Projects discussed included: 
 

 Installation of security cameras at North Buckhannon Riverfront Park. 
 Paving the North Buckhannon kayak launch ramp to restore safe river access. 
 Replacement of two drinking fountains—one at North Buckhannon Riverfront Park and 

one at City Park. 
 Resurfacing the River Walk basketball court and installing new hoops; the court is in 

deteriorated condition, and a recent fallen tree damaged the existing equipment. 
 Refurbishment of park restroom stalls, including repairs and repainting. 
 Installation of bird barriers at the North Buckhannon Riverfront Park pavilion to prevent 

nesting and protect picnic areas. 
 Adding playground mulch and border systems similar to those recently installed at North 

Buckhannon, improving aesthetics and reducing maintenance. 
 
Mr. Crosten confirmed that the drinking fountain at Jawbone Park is functioning properly following 
repairs and restoration of water service. Council members noted the significant increase in public 
use at City Park and expressed support for continued investment in park maintenance and 
improvements. 
 

PREMILNARY ESTIMATE OF 

PROBABLE PROJECT COST 

City Parks 
2026-2027 Fiscal Year 

Item Description Unit Quantity Unit Price Estimated 
Cost 

1 NBRFP Cameras LS 1 $9,441.79 $9,441.79 
2 NBRFP Boat Ramp LS 1 $4,760.00 $4,760.00 
3 NBRFP and City Park Water Fountain EA 2 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 

 
4 

Riverwalk Basketball Court (Hoops and 
resurfacing) 

 
LS 

 
1 

 
$8,200.00 

 
$8,200.00 

5 Bathroom Stall Walls (All Parks) LS 1 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 
6 NPFRP Bird Barrier LS 1 $2,400.00 $2,400.00 
7 City Park Mulch and Borders LS 1 $9,000.00 $9,000.00 

     $0.00 
Construction Cost: $48,801.79 
Construction Contingency Cost (10%): $4,880.18 
Final Costs $53,681.97 

 
 
Reger/Zuliani moved to approve the additional City Parks Projects and Maintenance Items 
as presented.  The motion carries. 
 



e. Report of Zoning and Code Enforcement – Approve Building and Wiring Permits - The 
Building and Wiring Permits had been circulated for review earlier that day and were included in 
the Council packet. 
 
Zuliani/Young move to approve the Building and Wiring Permits as presented.  The motion 
carried with Mr. Reger abstaining. 
  

                Permit Fee Report #76964 - #76976 
 

06/17/2026 - 07/01/2026 
 

Per
mit 
# 

Applica
nt Name 

Applica
nt 

Addres
s 

Primary 
Contracto

r 

Descript
ion 

Project 
Cost 

Fee 
Amou

nt 

Electri
cal 

Proper
ty 

Type 

Asbesto
s 

Inspect
ion 

Zonin
g 

Appro
val 

Date 

Histor
ic 

Prope
rty 

Flo
od 

Zon
e 

Are
a 

Flood 
Zone 

/Elevat
ion 

Certific
ate 

FEMA 
Access

ory 
Use 

Group: Commercial-Industrial (nonresidential) 

7697
1 

Kroshus 
Manage
ment LLC 

40 
College 
Ave 

 Underpin
ning 
between 
pier 
foundatio
n 

500.00 15.00  No  Yes N/A No No 

7696
9 

Q4 
Holdings 
LLC / 
Moon 
Flower 

46 E 
Main St 

TF 
BUILDERS 

Re-Roof 
Rubber 
Roofing 

50,000.0
0 

325.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes N/A No No 

7696
7 

A2Z 
(Sheena 
Rose) 

39 
Sedgwic
k 

 Plumbing, 
Drywall, 
Replace 
Windows 

4,000.00 38.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

6/24/2
026 

Yes N/A No No 

     54,500.
00 

378.0
0 

       

Group Total: 3 

Group: Residential (non-commercial) 

7697
4 

Preston 
Rice 

50 
Boggess 

REGER 
COMPANIE
S, LLC 

Reroof - 
replace 
shingles 

12,650.0
0 

139.15  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No N/A No No 

7697
3 

Arnold 
Hinzman 

38 
Island 
Ave 

ALL 
ABOUT 
GLASS LLC 

Roof 
overlay-
Metal 
over 
Shingle & 
Fascia   

11,000.0
0 

121.00  No  Yes N/A No No 

7697
0 

Jeffrey 
Hinkle 

1 
Lightbur
n 

NESBITT 
CONTRACT
ING  

Re-Roof 
Shingles 

14,000.0
0 

154.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 Yes Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7697
2 

Ryan 
Neal 

13 
Thurma
n  

 Roof over 
existing 
back 
porch (12 
x 24) 

4,000.00 44.00  No 6/15/2
026 

Yes Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7696
8 

Shelly 
Williams 

100 
Fayette 
St 

 6' Fence 
for pool 

500.00 10.00  No 5/4/20
26 

No N/A No No 

7696
6 

Joe 
McKisic 

171 
Camden 
Ave 

 6' Chain 
link fence 

5,000.00 55.00  No 6/5/20
26 

No N/A No No 

7696
5 

Bradley 
Hull 

7 Elias 
St 

 Replace 
Vinyl 
Siding 

1,800.00 19.80  No  No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7696
4 

Janet 
Newman 

5 Maple 
St 

Compact 
Backhoe 

Re-Roof 
Shingles 

8,500.00 93.50  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

 No Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 



     57,450.
00 

636.4
5 

       

Group Total: 8 

Group: Residential Electrical Fee 

7697
5 

Haley 
Robinson 

Vacant 
lot 
between 
lots 84 
and 96 
Virginia 
Ave 
(Zickefo
ose TP) 

Gary 
Harman 

Install 
electrical 
box in 
existing 5 
gang 
meter 
sockets  

100.00 100.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Residen
tial 
(500 sq 
ft) 

No  Yes Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7697
6 

Haley 
Robinson 

4 
Pinehav
en Lane 
(off of 
Virginia 
Ave 
Zickefoo
se TP) 

Gary 
Harman 

Install 
new 
electrical 
box 2 
gang 
meter 
socket 
Camper 
Lot 

100.00 100.00 B2 
Single 
Family 
Residen
tial 
(500 sq 
ft) 

No  Yes N/A No No 

     200.00 200.0
0 

       

Group Total: 2 

Group: Zoning Application Fee 

7697
2 

Ryan 
Neal 

13 
Thurma
n  

 Roof over 
existing 
back 
porch (12 
x 24) 

4,000.00 20.00  No 6/15/2
026 

Yes Zon
e AE 

Yes- 
Elevatio
n Cert. 
Not 
Require
d 

No 

7696
7 

A2Z 
(Sheena 
Rose) 

39 
Sedgwic
k 

 Plumbing, 
Drywall, 
Replace 
Windows 

4,000.00 20.00  Yes -If 
yes 
attach 
report 

6/24/2
026 

Yes N/A No No 

7696
8 

Shelly 
Williams 

100 
Fayette 
St 

 6' Fence 
for pool 

500.00 20.00  No 5/4/20
26 

No N/A No No 

7696
6 

Joe 
McKisic 

171 
Camden 
Ave 

 6' Chain 
link fence 

5,000.00 20.00  No 6/5/20
26 

No N/A No No 

     13,500.
00 

80.00        

Group Total: 4 

     125,650
.00 

1,294.
45 

       

 

 

Total Records: 17 7/2/2026 
 

 
 
10. Fire Department Report –Chief Kimble began by acknowledging the tragic house fire in 
Barbour County in which four individuals perished. He extended thoughts and prayers to the 
responding Fire, EMS, and Law Enforcement agencies in Junior, West Virginia. He emphasized 
firework safety, noting the State Fire Marshal’s preliminary determination that improperly 
discarded fireworks placed in a trash bag on a porch caused the fire. He urged residents to exercise 
caution during the holiday period, especially given the extreme heat, dry conditions, and increased 
outdoor activity. He reminded the public to stay hydrated during Festival Fridays, and noted that 
the City’s fireworks display is expected between 9:30–10:00 PM, depending on lighting conditions. 
 
Chief Kimble reported 103 responses for June, with 52.43% occurring inside city limits and 47.57% 
outside city limits in first-due and mutual-aid areas. Year-to-date responses total 548, with just 
over 60% inside the city and just under 40% outside. This represents approximately 2% fewer 
incidents compared to the same period last year.  He provided an update on the training facility, 
noting that the first floor is essentially complete. Live-fire flow tests were conducted successfully, 
and additional burns were performed throughout the week. A new firefighter completed initial 
live-fire training on Sunday. Minor modifications will be made on the first floor while TradeWorx 
continues construction on the second floor. The second and third floors are expected to progress 
more quickly than the first.  Chief Kimble reported ongoing coordination with Station 3 (Banks) and 
Station 4 (Adrian) to update mutual-aid agreements and ensure operational alignment.  He 
addressed recent social media comments suggesting that the Buckhannon Fire Department does 



not fundraise. He clarified that career firefighters cannot fundraise for their paid positions, but the 
volunteer division does conduct fundraising, primarily through CPR classes rather than traditional 
dinners. From July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026, CPR instruction generated $3,420 in revenue. 
Additionally, volunteers secure corporate sponsorships to cover the $7,000 cost of the annual 
Fireman’s Parade, bringing total volunteer fundraising to $10,420 for the year. 
 
Chief Kimble further explained that the Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department receives 
significantly less state funding than other volunteer departments in Upshur County due to its 
combination department structure. While a typical volunteer department receives $21,000 per 
quarter, Buckhannon receives $12,000, resulting in an annual shortfall of nearly $40,000. The City 
supplements this gap in its budget to ensure volunteers can purchase gear, equipment, and support 
approximately 1,200 calls per year and 4,000 hours of training.  He concluded by reiterating the 
value of CPR instruction as both a community service and a practical fundraising method.  
 
a. Discussion/Possible Purchase 2016 Freightliner Pierce Pumper Truck - Chief Kimble 
provided details regarding the department’s apparatus needs and long-term fleet planning. He 
reminded Council that during the February–March budget discussions, the department had 
proposed refurbishing the 2009 engine, including paint, seating, electrical upgrades, radiator 
replacement, and other major work. The estimated cost for the refurbishment was $334,000, while 
a full rebuild of that type of engine would approach $800,000, and a comparable new engine would 
cost approximately $1.2 million.  Chief Kimble reviewed the current fleet: 
 

 1996 Freightliner – reserve/training engine 
 2002 Kenworth pumper 
 2009 engine 
 2021 engine 

 
He explained the industry-standard rotation in which a front-line engine serves 10 years, then 
moves to second-line status for years 11–20, then to reserve status for years 20–30, before being 
retired to training use. The department is working to return to this rotation cycle to avoid having a 
20-year-old engine on the front line. During the search for cost-effective options, the department 
identified a 2016 Freightliner Pierce pumper truck available from the Milton Fire Department. The 
apparatus is in excellent condition with 16,000 miles. While not equipped with every preferred 
feature, it is highly usable, appropriately sized for Buckhannon’s narrower streets, and represents a 
significant improvement in fleet age and reliability. Milton is selling the engine due to ISO rating 
changes requiring them to purchase a ladder truck.  Chief Kimble reported that he met with 
Volunteer Fire Department President Travis Dean, who indicated that the volunteers—pending 
their business meeting next Thursday—are willing to jointly purchase the apparatus, splitting the 
cost 50/50 with the City. The volunteers currently own the 1996 engine, which needs replacement, 
making the joint purchase beneficial to both organizations. Under the proposed arrangement, the 
City would secure the loan and enter into an MOU with the volunteers specifying their annual 
contribution. For example, if the annual payment were $50,000, the volunteers would remit 
$25,000 at the start of each fiscal year.  The total purchase price of the apparatus is $310,000, 
making the City’s share approximately $155,000. Most equipment will be transferred from existing 
engines. The primary upgrades needed include installation of spot chains and replacement of 
air-pack seat mechanisms. Proceeds from the eventual sale of the 1996 volunteer-owned engine 
may be used to offset these minor costs. 
 

 



 
Reger/Sanders moved to approve the purchase of the 2016 Freightliner Pierce Pumper 
Truck from the Milton Fire Department for $310,000, with the cost split with the 
Buckhannon Volunteer Fire Department.  The motion carried. 
 
Following the vote, Mr. Zuliani asked about the potential sale value of the 1996 Freightliner. Chief 
Kimble estimated the truck could sell for $20,000–$30,000. He noted that several minor upgrades 
needed for the newly proposed 2016 engine—such as replacement air-pack seat bottle holders 
(approximately $4,500) and spot chain installation (approximately $5,000)—could be funded using 
proceeds from that sale. Most operational equipment, including hoses, fittings, and nozzles, will be 
transferred from existing engines.  Mr. Reger asked about the timeline for future apparatus needs. 
Chief Kimble explained that the department will likely need to replace its next front-line engine in 
approximately 4–7 years, and the ladder truck in roughly 8–10 years. He noted that many cities 
now enter purchase agreements 2–3 years in advance to lock in pricing, though manufacturers 
typically will not guarantee pricing beyond that window due to market volatility. He offered to 
research current industry practices for multi-year apparatus contracts.  Mr. Reger then asked 
whether it would be prudent to establish an escrow or reserve account to begin setting aside funds 
for future apparatus purchases. Chief Kimble agreed that such planning would be beneficial, given 
the high cost of ladder trucks.  He noted that a new ladder truck is currently estimated between 
$2.4 and $2.5 million. He added that a full refurbishment of the City’s existing ladder truck may be a 
more realistic future option, as refurbishment costs—while substantial—are considerably lower 
than purchasing a new one. A complete ladder refurb involves removing the body and tank, 
replacing the wiring and hydraulics, and overhauling major components such as the hydro-motor, 
which alone can cost $40,000 and has a limited service life.  Chief Kimble reiterated that the 
proposed 2016 Freightliner Pierce pumper will allow the department to restore its proper 
apparatus rotation cycle, moving engines through front-line, second-line, and reserve status at 
appropriate intervals. He thanked Council for its continued support. 
 
11. City Attorney’s Report – Thomas J. O’Neill 
a. Discussion/Draft Ordinance No. 479 Purchase Property 44 Cleveland Avenue through 
Third Party Tax Sale - City Attorney Tom O’Neill addressed Council and noted that the version of 
Ordinance No. 479 included in the packet was not the final version due to a minor typographical 
error in the title. He stated that the corrected version had been distributed and would appear 
formally at the next meeting. He confirmed that the ordinance was ready for first reading if Council 
wished to proceed.  Finance Director Amberle Jenkins confirmed that she had spoken with Code 
Enforcement Officer Vincent Smith and that the anticipated purchase cost remained within the 
previously discussed cap. 
 
Upon request, Mr. O’Neill read the ordinance by title.  He noted that the ordinance contained a 
blank for the appropriation amount and recommended that Council amend the ordinance on first 
reading to include the purchase price, stating that the appropriate phrasing would be “an amount 
not to exceed $5,000.”  Mayor Skinner clarified that the motion should include both the correction 
to the title—replacing “Lincoln Street” with “Cleveland Avenue”—and the insertion of the 
appropriation amount not to exceed $5,000. Mr. O’Neill confirmed that both adjustments could be 
made within a single motion. 
 
Sanders/Zuliani moved to amend Ordinance No. 479 by correcting the title to remove 
“Lincoln Street” and replace it with “Cleveland Avenue” in line three; inserting in the 
appropriation area that the purchase price shall not exceed $5,000; and approving the 
ordinance on its first reading.  The motion carried. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 479 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE 
PURCHASE OF THAT LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND FRONTING ON THE NORTH SIDE OF 
CLEVELAND AVENUE, WITH A COMMONLY KNOWN ADDRESS OF 44 CLEVELAND 

AVENUE, PRESENTLY TITLED IN THE NAME OF TERRY F. BEESON, AND SPECIFICALLY 
AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF MUNICIPAL FUNDS FOR SAID PURCHASE 

 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 1 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as Amended, 
empowers The City of Buckhannon to purchase real property for any municipal purpose, and Chapter 8, 
Article 11, Section 3, Subsection (6) of said Code requires that the purchase of private property by a 
municipality shall be by ordinance; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of The City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the statutes 
of the State of West Virginia insofar as the acquisition and purchase of the captioned property is concerned. 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BUCKHANNON, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

The Mayor is expressly authorized and empowered to execute, acknowledge, and deliver on behalf 
of the City of Buckhannon any and all agreements or other documents as may be deemed reasonable or 
necessary to realize the City’s acquisition of that property with a commonly known address of 44 Cleveland 
Avenue; that said property appears on the tax rolls of the Assessor of Upshur County, West Virginia as 
being in Corporation District, Tax Map 2, Parcel 93. 

 
Said parcel being that property appearing as Lot 44 as shown on a map of North Buckhannon 

Addition, of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur County, West Virginia 
in Plat Book 1, at page 7, said lot being situate on Cleveland Avenue; and further being that property 
conveyed unto Terry F. Beeson by deed of Randall L. Bonnell dated September 15, 2020 and of record in 
the aforesaid Clerk’s office in Deed Book 575 at page 411. 

 
And further, to accept on the City’s behalf the delivery of a good and sufficient deed of conveyance 

from the said TERRY F. BEESON, to evidence the City’s purchase and acquisition of the captioned 
property. 

 
The expenditure of an amount not to exceed $5,000.00 is approved for payment of the property 

herein described. 
 
This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days following the second (2nd) reading, 

passage, and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, (i.e., August 15, 2026). 
 
 
FIRST READING           July 2, 2026 
 
SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION  July 16, 2026 
 
 

____________________________________________________ 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 

 
CERTIFICATE OF PASSAGE AND ENACTMENT 

 
 I, Randall H. Sanders, Recorder of the City of Buckhannon, a West Virginia municipal corporation, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 479 was lawfully ordained and enacted by the Council of 
the City of Buckhannon during a regular meeting of the City Council on July 16, 2026. 
 
                                     ______________________________________________ 

      Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder 
 
b. WVWC Property Transfer - Mr. O’Neill noted that next week the City and West Virginia 
Wesleyan College will exchange deeds for the properties involved in the ongoing property swap. 
 

Prepared by and recording requested by:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

---------Above this Line for Official Use Only-------- 

                     Thomas J. O’Neill, City Attorney 
                     City of Buckhannon, West Virginia 
Address:      70 East Main Street 
City:              Buckhannon 
State:           WV Zip:  26201 
Phone:         304-472-1651 

W. Va. Bar No. 10575 
Instrument prepared without benefit of title examination. 

Preparer does not serve as settlement agent. 

 
THIS DEED, made this _____ day of ______________________, 

2026, is by and between the City of Buckhannon, West Virginia, a 

municipal corporation and political subdivision of the State of 

West Virginia, Grantor and party of the first part, and the West 

Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc., a West Virginia non-profit 



corporation, Grantee and party of the second part. 

WITNESSETH: That, pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 

18 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, the party of 

the first part – as a municipal corporation and political 

subdivision of the State of West Virginia is empowered and 

authorized to sell or otherwise dispose of its real property, with 

the Council of the City of Buckhannon did further authorize and 

confirm through its adoption of Ordinance No. 463, and for and in 

consideration of the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) cash in hand paid, 

and other good and valuable consideration as set forth herein, the 

receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, the said party of the 

first part does GRANT AND CONVEY, with covenants of SPECIAL 

WARRANTY, unto the party of the second part all of its right, title 

and interest in, to, or associated whatsoever with the following 

described real estate, together with the improvements thereupon 

and appurtenances and rights-of-way thereunto belonging, situate 

in the City of Buckhannon, in Corporation District, Upshur County, 

West Virginia, and more particularly described as follows: 

First Tract: 

 
Being that certain tract of land situate in east 
Buckhannon, on the Buckhannon River, and bounded as 
follows: beginning at a stake, corner to the lot of land 
formerly owned by John D. Martin, and running thence N. 
21-1/2 E. 39 poles and 16 links to a stake on the bank 
of the Buckhannon River; thence S. 69-1/2 E. 5 poles to 
a stake on the bank of said river; thence S. 21-1/2 W. 
39 poles and 16 links along Factory Street to a stake on 
said street; thence N. 69-1/2 W. 5 poles to the 
beginning, from which is reserved the one-half acre 
conveyed by J. H. Parker and others to John W. Bowman 
and from which is also reserved 4 poles and 16 links 
conveyed to the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company and 
used by said Road as a right-of-way. 
 
Being that property conveyed to the party of the first 
part herein by deed of U. G. Young, et al., Trustees, 
dated October 11, 1934 and of record in the office of 
the Clerk of the County Commission of Upshur County, 
West Virginia in Deed Book 90, at page 423. 
 
 
Second Tract: 
 
Beginning at an iron pin, common corner of Factory 
Street, the property herein conveyed and that certain 
tract conveyed by James Tomey to Gary J. Gould and Carol 
A. Gould, by deed dated October 19, 1972, and recorded 
in the office of the Clerk of the County Commission of 
Upshur County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 228 at page 
276; thence with Factory Street, N. 23 degrees 00’ 51 
feet to an iron pin; thence S. 69 degrees 00’ 132.0 feet 
to an iron pin; thence S. 23 degrees 00’ W. 51 feet to 
an iron pin; thence along a division line established 



April 27, 1972, and more particularly shown upon a plat 
hereinafter referred to, N. 69 degrees 00’ W. 132 feet 
to the beginning. 
 
Being that property conveyed to the party of the first 
part herein by James Tomey, et ux., by deed dated March 
24, 1999 and of record in the aforesaid Clerk’s office 
in Deed Book 410, at page 651. 

 
Excepting and reserving therefrom for the benefit of the City 

of Buckhannon, party of the first part, an easement across the 

tracts of land herein conveyed for the placement of lines, plant, 

and equipment for the purpose of public utilities – including but 

not limited to water, sewer, electric, natural gas – and for access 

to present and future extensions of a public walking trail, and 

the placement thereupon of a walk trail connector to the Buckhannon 

River Walk Trail. 

This conveyance is made subject to all covenants, 

restrictions, rights of way, or easements affecting said premises 

of record in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office, if any, and is further 

made subject to such matters which would be disclosed by a visual 

inspection of the premises. 

 The subject tracts or parcels of land are those tracts with a 

commonly known address of 21 Factory Street, Buckhannon, and are 

identified on the real property tax records of said County and 

State as Corporation District, Map 4, Parcels 337 & 327.1. 

This conveyance is made with covenants of Special Warranty, 

and free from liens and encumbrances, but subject to any liens 

assessed but not yet payable, and is subject to any and all 

covenants, restrictions, easements and reservations which may be 

a matter of record in the aforementioned clerk’s office and running 

with the land.  

 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD by the Grantee and its successors and 

assigns forever. 

 

RECITAL AND CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO WEST VIRGINIA CODE 11-21-

71b 

 

The undersigned party of the first part hereby states, 

acknowledges, and affirms that this conveyance is exempt from real 

estate sales tax withholding as it is a resident entity of the 

State of West Virginia. 

 

 



 

DECLARATION OF CONSIDERATION OF VALUE 

 

 The Grantor herein declares that the consideration paid for the 

property conveyed herein is less than $100.00; however, this 

transaction is exempt from transfer tax as the transferor is a 

municipal corporation. 

 

 WITNESS the following signature of the party of the first part: 

 
       CITY OF BUCKHANNON, WEST VIRGINIA, 
       a municipal corporation 
 
 
      By: ___________________________________ 
       Robert N. Skinner, III 
      Its: Mayor 
 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

COUNTY OF UPSHUR, TO-WIT: 

 

 I, _______________________________, a Notary Public in and for 

the County and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that ROBERT N. 

SKINNER, III, whose name is signed to the foregoing writing, has 

this ______ day of __________________, 2026 appeared and 

acknowledged the same before me in my said County to be the act 

and deed of said municipal corporation. 

 
       _________________________________ 
       Notary Public 

 
 
My commission expires:  ________________________________. 

 
Following recording, please return this document to: 
West Virginia Wesleyan College 
Office of the President 
59 College Avenue 
Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201 
 
[End of document.] 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 463 OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CITY’S 
CONVEYANCE TO WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE, INC., A WEST VIRGINIA NON-PROFIT 

CORPORATION OF TWO PARTICULAR TRACTS OF PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY IN TRADE AND 
EXCHANGE FOR FIFTEEN PARTICULAR TRACTS OR PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY, AS WELL AS AN 

AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY TO VACATE CERTAIN CITY STREETS, ALLEYS, OR PORTIONS THEREOF, ALL 
OF SAID REAL ESTATE SITUATED IN CORPORATION DISTRICT OF UPSHUR COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

 
 WHEREAS, West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc., a West Virginia non-profit corporation, has been a vital part of 

the Buckhannon-Upshur Community since its founding, as an outstanding institution of higher learning, both for 

residents of the Buckhannon-Upshur community and for others who come to make Buckhannon their home through 

their association with the College; and,  



 WHEREAS, in addition to the indispensable place West Virginia Wesleyan College holds in our community, the 

College and its sponsoring institution have been fixtures throughout the community for years, both as a major 

community employer and a participant in community initiatives; and,   

 WHEREAS, West Virginia Wesleyan College owns certain parcels of land more particularly described herein, which 

would afford the City of Buckhannon an opportunity to expand certain of its recreational holdings and offerings to the 

public; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City of Buckhannon also owns a certain parcel of land more particularly described herein, which 

would afford West Virginia Wesleyan College an opportunity to more efficiently manage its existing physical plant; and, 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 18(b) of the West Virginia Code, 

as amended, the City is specifically authorized and empowered to enter real estate transactions involving the trade of 

municipally owned property for the acquisition of new or other property for the City without being required to publicly 

auction the municipally owned property; and, 

 WHEREAS, both the Council of the City of Buckhannon and the City’s Consolidated Public Works Board previously 

determined that the proposed trade of City owned property for property owned by West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc. 

was a fair, reasonable and proper real estate transaction that resulted in the public interest best being served, and in 

both the City and the public in general, realizing valuable benefits from the consummation of the proposed trade of the 

herein described property with West Virginia Wesleyan College; and, 

 WHEREAS, the statutory provisions of Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 3, Subsection (6) of the West Virginia Code, 

as amended, specifically provide that both the purchase of private property by a municipality and the conveyance of 

municipally owned property shall be by ordinance; and,  

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Buckhannon desires in all respects to comply with the statutes of the State 

of West Virginia and particularly with the immediately hereinbefore referenced state statutes insofar as the acquisition, 

trading and conveyance of the subject real estate is concerned. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON, 

AS FOLLOWS: 

 ARTICLE I - FINDINGS OF COUNCIL:  The Council of the City of Buckhannon hereby makes the following findings: 

 (1) A trade and conveyance of real estate owned by the City and West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc., a West 

Virginia non-profit corporation, (hereafter, “College”) is of valuable benefit to both the City’s recreational and public 

works operations and the public in general; 

 (2) The value of the real estate interests proposed for trade and conveyance by the College to the City is at least 

equivalent to the value of the real estate proposed for trade and conveyance; 

 (3) The Council of the City of Buckhannon now desires formally and in all respects to ratify, confirm, approve, 

accept and endorse the City’s conveyance of the real estate more particularly described or referenced in Article II 

hereof in trade and exchange for the College’s conveyance of the real estate described or referenced in Article III 

hereof; and,   

 (4) The Mayor of the City of Buckhannon is hereby duly authorized and empowered to execute, acknowledge and 

deliver on behalf of the City of Buckhannon, by special warranty deed together with any and all other reasonable, 

necessary or proper documents respecting the conveyance of the City-owned real estate described in Article II hereof 

to West Virginia Wesleyan College, Inc.; and, 

 (5) The City shall further undertake proceedings to vacate those public streets or alleys identified in Article IV, 

pursuant to the provisions of West Virginia Code. 



 (6) Any conveyance of said streets or alleys to the College shall provide reservations of use to other property 

owners whose lands adjoin said alleys, as far as said alleys actually adjoin the lots or lands of those other owners. 

ARTICLE II - CITY REAL ESTATE TO BE TRADED AND CONVEYED UNTO WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN 

COLLEGE, INC., A WEST VIRGINA NON-PROFIT CORPORATION: 

 Those tracts identified on the real property tax records of Corporation District, Upshur County, West Virginia, as 

follows (with their commonly known addresses): 

1) Tax Map 4, Parcel 337 (17 Factory Street) 

2) Tax Map 4, Parcel 327.1 (21 Factory Street) 

ARTICLE III – WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE, INC., REAL ESTATE TO BE TRADED AND 

CONVEYED UNTO THE CITY: 

 Those tracts identified on the real property tax records of Corporation District, Upshur County, West Virginia, as 

follows (with their commonly known addresses): 

1) Tax Map 8, Parcel 191 (8-10 Randolph Street) 

2) Tax Map 8, Parcel 192 (16 Randolph Street) 

3) Tax Map 8, Parcel 193 (13 Wood Street) 

4) Tax Map 8, Parcel 194 (20 Randolph Street) 

5) Tax Map 8, Parcel 195 (21 Wood Street) 

6) Tax Map 8, Parcel 255 (Camden Ave – Randolph Street Alley – 273’) 

7) Tax Map 8, Parcel 175 (80 Camden Avenue) 

8) Tax Map 8, Parcel 184 (77 Randolph Street) 

9) Tax Map 8, Parcel 236 (78 Randolph Street) 

10)  Tax Map 8, Parcel 237 (79 Wood Street) 

11)  Tax Map 13, Parcel 78.1 (228 Randolph Street) 

12)  Tax Map 13, Parcel 113 (228 Randolph Street) 

13)  A 21,417 square foot portion on the northern end of Tax Map 8, Parcel 252 

14)  Tax Map 8, Parcel 253, etc (balance of parcels to be determined) (Rail Trail) 

15)  Restroom building located upon a portion of Tax Map 5, Parcel 123 (Camden Avenue) 

ARTICLE IV – PUBLIC STREETS, ALLEYS, OR WAYS TO BE VACATED BY THE CITY OF BUCKHANNON 

IN PROCEEDINGS TO FOLLOW THE ENACTMENT OF THIS ORDINANCE: 

1) Silverbells Lane, from its origination point at the railroad tracks south of the walk trail to a point 178 feet 

south of its intersection with Braxton Street. 

2) Snowgoose Lane, from its origination point at the walk trail to a point 178 feet south of its intersection with 

Braxton Street. 

3) Stewart Lane 

 ARTICLE V - EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall be deemed effective thirty (30) days following the second 

(2nd) reading, passage and adoption by the Council of the City of Buckhannon, i.e., June 15, 2023. 

 FIRST READING:  May 4, 2023 

 SECOND READING, PASSAGE AND ADOPTION:             May 16, 2023 
 
 
 

 
Robert N. Skinner, III, Mayor 



 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENACTMENT 
 

 I, Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 463 was lawfully 

ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of Buckhannon at a regular session of the said Council assembled on 

May 16, 2023. 
 

 
 

Randall H. Sanders, City Recorder    
 
 

 
12. New Business Discussion 
a. Approval Renewal IT Service Agreement 2026-2029 Jarod Ramsey, Strategy IT Technology 
Solutions Action taken earlier in the meeting. 
 
13. Council Members’ Remarks and Announcements 
Shawn Young: Councilmember Young concurred with Chief Kimble’s advice to stay safe from the 
heat and check on the elderly.  He wished all a happy 4th of July weekend. 
 
Rob Zuliani: Councilmember Zuliani commended all City employees and others who work 
outdoors, noting the extreme heat and the demanding conditions faced by staff throughout the day. 
He expressed particular appreciation for those responsible for emptying garbage containers, 
acknowledging both the high temperatures and the challenging odors they contend with. He 
thanked all workers for continuing to perform their duties without interruption despite the 
weather.  He further remarked on the positive activity downtown, stating that while driving on 
Main Street at the end of June, he observed a long line of families and children outside the Colonial 
Arts Center. He was pleased to learn they were waiting to attend Shrek the Musical, and commented 
that it was encouraging to see such strong community engagement and attendance at local arts 
programming. 
 
Jack Reger: Councilmember Reger offered commendations to all City employees and event 
organizers, noting the excellent work performed during recent community events, including the 
West Virginia Strawberry Festival and BBQ Bash. He stated that City workers have continued to 
perform at a high level despite challenging summer heat and expressed appreciation for their 
dedication.  He further remarked on the exceptional condition of the City Park, observing that he 
could not recall it ever looking as good as it does now, particularly given its heavy use by residents. 
He expressed encouragement regarding progress at the Fire Department Training Center, noting 
that observing a live burn is both educational and eye-opening. He commented that firefighters 
often allow observers to view conditions through an infrared camera, demonstrating the extreme 
temperatures encountered during fire suppression. He stated that the training facility will be a 
significant asset to the department.  He also highlighted the success of the drug addiction 
counseling program at WWVWC, noting its rapid growth and positive community impact. He 
commended Dr. Reyes and the team, stating that their work is tremendous and will continue to 
benefit the community. 
 
Pamela Bucklew: Councilmember Bucklew was absent. 
 
Scott Randall: Councilmember Randall was absent. 
 
14. City Recorder’s Report, Remarks, and Announcements – Recorder Sanders reviewed the 
following: 
a. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 
i. Friday, July 3-Independence Day Observance-All City Offices & Transfer Station Closed 
ii. Buckhannon Fourth of July Fireworks Celebration at Jawbone Park on Friday, July 3 
iii. The City Council Meeting Date of Thursday, August 6, 2026 has been cancelled due to 
conflict with the WVML Conference 
 
b. CAC Upcoming Events 
i. Five Dollar Guitar Lessons July 14 & July 18 
ii. Sago River String Band July 18 
iii. Buckhannon Songwriters Workshop July 21 



 
c. The Event Center at Brushy Fork Upcoming Events 
i. Valley North Transmission Line Project Open House 4:00-7:00pm, July 16 
ii. B-UHS Class of 1991 Cash Bash July 18ii. B-UHS Class of 1991 Cash Bash July 18, 2026 
 
Remarks: Recorder Sanders stated that he is honored to begin a new term as City Recorder. He 
reiterated earlier remarks about collaboration, noting that the City of Buckhannon, the Upshur 
County Commission, and numerous community organizations recently contributed items to what 
ultimately became two time capsules placed at Pringle Tree Park to be opened in 50 years. The 
project was coordinated by the West Virginia Department of Tourism as part of the America 250 
celebration. He echoed earlier praise for the WV Strawberry Festival and BBQ Bash, noting their 
excellent execution. He emphasized that Create Buckhannon continues to deliver a “mini-festival” 
every Friday night through Festival Fridays, highlighting the exceptional performance by the Davis 
Brothers, which he described as one of the best concerts the area has hosted this year. He noted 
that Stonestreet, from Charleston, will perform at the next Festival Fridays event, along with an 
opening band.  He described the upcoming Celebrate 250 recognition scheduled for 6:00 PM at 
Jawbone Park, featuring collaboration among VFW Post 3663, American Legion Post 7, and the 
Elizabeth Zane Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Mayor Skinner will offer 
remarks, and each organization will distribute commemorative items. Create Buckhannon has 
purchased additional giveaways, and Madison Street Park will host children’s activities. He also 
commended the condition of Jawbone Park, noting that relocating heavy festival vendors off the 
grass and onto concrete surfaces has significantly improved turf preservation. He stated that this 
practice will continue next year to maintain the park’s appearance.  Sanders concluded by 
expressing enthusiasm for ongoing community events and the positive momentum throughout the 
City.  Recorder Mr. Sanders added one final item, noting that a soft-plastic recycling container had 
now been placed in the City Hall lobby as part of the ongoing partnership among the City Waste 
Department, the Rotary Club of Buckhannon-Upshur, and the broader community. He explained 
that Rotary has launched a highly successful soft-plastic recycling initiative aimed at keeping plastic 
film out of landfills. Although the City’s Recycling Center cannot currently accept soft plastics, 
residents may drop off materials at several community locations, including City Hall.  He displayed 
the container and listed acceptable materials, including grocery bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, 
shrink wrap, paper towel and toilet paper overwrap, produce bags, air pillows, and zip-top bags. A 
full list will be posted in the lobby.  Mr. Sanders reported that the Waste Department has now 
collected 2.13 tons of soft plastic through the program—material that would otherwise have gone 
to the landfill. He encouraged residents to use the new drop-off location and reminded the public 
not to take soft plastics to the transfer station or recycling center at this time. 
  
Upshur County Time Capsule Buried for Future Generations as Part of America250 Celebration 

BUCKHANNON, WV: The Upshur County Commission and the City of Buckhannon officially contributed to the 
statewide America250 initiative by burying a community time capsule. This project was made possible by Governor 
Patrick Morrissey and Tourism Secretary Chelsea Ruby, who provided each West Virginia county with a capsule to 
preserve a snapshot of life in 2026. 

On behalf of the Upshur County Commission, county officials coordinated a broad community effort to gather 
meaningful items that reflect the people, places, and stories that define Upshur County today. The time capsule 
includes letters from local elected officials—among them the Mayor and City Recorder of Buckhannon—as well as 
memorabilia and keepsakes from the City of Buckhannon, the Upshur County Visitors Bureau, County Clerk’s Office, 
Sheriff’s Office, Circuit Clerk’s Office, West Virginia Wesleyan College, the West Virginia Strawberry Festival, 
WAMSB, Ralston Press, Falling Rock Post Card Co., local businesses, and numerous community organizations. 

Also included are photographs by Joey Baxa and Joe Hughes; images documenting the John C. Allen Regional Hub 
property donation and AMLER funding announcement; materials highlighting West Virginia’s Healthy Living initiative; 
postcards, maps, newspapers; and other items capturing daily life in Upshur County in 2026. 

The time capsule was buried at the historic Pringle Tree site and is marked to be opened in 50 years. Upshur 
Monuments generously donated the commemorative stone marker that now stands at the site. 

The response from the community was overwhelming—so much that contributions were sufficient to fill a second 
capsule. “We hope future generations enjoy this glimpse into who we were in 2026 and the pride we have in our 
community,” the Commission shared.  The City of Buckhannon added, “Fifty years from now, when this capsule is 
opened, we hope the people of 2076 will see not only what we created, but how deeply we cared for our community 
and for one another.” 

Upshur County Commissioners Kristie Tenney, Sam Nolte, and Doug Bush were honored to mark this occasion 
alongside County Administrator Tabatha Perry, Administrative Assistant Cindy Hughes, Buckhannon City Recorder 
Randy Sanders, Cadence Ringer of the Upshur County Visitors Bureau, Amanda Hayes of West Virginia Wesleyan 
College, and other residents who attended. The Commission extends its sincere appreciation to all who contributed 
keepsakes and helped preserve this piece of Upshur County history. 



A special note of gratitude is extended to Cindy Hughes for her dedication and contributions to this project during her 
final week with Upshur County. 
 
### 

Randy Sanders 
City Recorder & Information Coordinator 
 

 

15. Mayor’s Remarks and Announcements – Mayor Skinner stated that he had no additional 
items to add other than encouraging everyone to come downtown and enjoy the festivities planned 
for the holiday weekend. He noted that the City’s fireworks display will occur at dark, and that the 
weather is expected to be clear but hot. He wished all residents a Happy Fourth of July. 
 
16. Declaration of Adjournment: 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m. upon a motion by 
Councilmember Reger. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                        ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                            ______________________________________________ 


