
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Sanitary Board was held on Thursday, July 16, 2026, at 7:30 
a.m. in Council Chambers at City Hall. The following were in attendance (GTM is attendance by 
GoToMeeting):  
 
Mayor       Robbie Skinner    Present 
City Recorder      Randy Sanders    Present 
Assistant Recorder/Director of Finance  Amberle Jenkins    Present  
City Engineer      Jay Hollen     Present - GTM 
City Hall Office Manager   Barbara Hinkle    Present 
Board Member     Phil Loftis     Present 
Board Member     Crystal Shaw     Present 
Director of Public Works   Ethan Crosten     Present 
Sanitary Superintendent   Cody Tenney    Present 
 
Guests: Uto Dotson 
 
                         City of Buckhannon Sanitary Board 

Meeting Agenda 
7:30 AM Thursday, July 16, 2026 

Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 06/18/2026; Special 06/30/2026 
 

5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

6. Recognition of Guests 
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins 
 
8. Department Report – Sanitary Department Superintendent, Cody Tenney 

a. Plant Operations & Test 
b. Maintenance Crew 
c. Line Crew #1 
d. Line Crew #2 
e. Wastewater Treatment Plant Study 

 
9. Stormwater Management Discussions 

a. Stormwater Permits 
 

10. Business Discussions: 
        11. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 
            a. P.S.D. Meeting Minutes 
 
         12. Board Members' Remarks and Announcements 
 
         13. Declaration of Adjournment 
 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on July 10, 2026. *Those who participated in this 
meeting virtually used this link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/743314989, or by phone by 
calling (669) 224-3412, access code: 743-314-989. 
 
1. Call to Order: At 7:31 a.m., Mayor Robbie Skinner called the June 16, 2026 meeting of the 
Sanitary Board to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection – Mayor Skinner invited those in attendance to join in silent 
reflection.  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Skinner led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 



 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 06/18/2026; Special 06/30/2026 – Mayor Skinner 
noted that the minutes for 06/18/2026; Special 06/30/2026 were not available.  No action was 
necessary. 
 
5. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested – Without objection, Mr. Uto Dotson 
addressed the Board regarding ongoing stormwater problems affecting his property on Reger 
Avenue. He stated that following the City’s recent paving project, roadway elevations changed and 
water now regularly flows toward his home rather than into the existing storm drains. He stated it 
looks like a river across the street and that passing vehicles create waves that push water toward 
his house.  He noted that the alley and stormwater pipe behind his home have also become filled in 
over time, reducing flow capacity, and that the pipe is about three-quarters full and needs to be 
cleaned and re-ditched.  He emphasized that the issue has worsened since the paving work and 
asked the Board to look at that and try to take care of it.  Board members and staff discussed 
potential solutions, including milling the street, adding curbing, installing additional storm drains, 
or engaging the City’s engineering firm, Potesta & Associates, for an independent assessment. Cost 
estimates for various options were reviewed. The Mayor and Board agreed that Ethan Crosten, Jay 
Hollen, and Potesta should jointly evaluate the area and provide a recommended approach. The 
Mayor also noted the need to address maintenance of the alley and stormwater channel behind the 
property at an upcoming Consolidated Public Works Board meeting.  Mr. Dotson thanked the Board 
for its attention and noted his current health condition added to the difficulty of keeping up with 
potential flooding.   
 
6. Recognition of Guests  
a. Although Mr. Dotson was present to provide public comment, no additional guests were 
recognized. 
 
7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins - Mrs. Jenkins presented the June 
2026 Financial Report. 
   

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 
Loftis/Shaw motioned to accept the financial reports as presented.  The motion carried. 
 
8. Department Report – Cody Tenney provided the following reports: 
a. Plant Operations - The plant has been operating well throughout this period.  
 
b. Maintenance Crew – The Maintenance crew has been working on replacing some piping for our 
service water.  They replaced a pump at the E. Main Street Pump Station and replaced a transducer 
at both the Elias Pump Station and Vicksburg Pump Station. They have also been performing 
routine maintenance. 
 
c. Line Crew #1 – Garrett’s crew has finished pipe work at the W. Main Street Sewer Project and is 
working on fixing the yards when it’s dry enough.  They plugged a tap at 86 Randolph Street. They 
have a couple of taps and repairs to do while waiting for materials to come in for the Boggess Street 
Sewer project. They have also been handling customer concerns. 
 
d. Line Crew #2 – Scott’s crew has primarily been working on the Chestnut Street Sewer project. 
 
e. Wastewater Treatment Plant Study – Amby Jenkins reported that she is working with Todd 
Dingess, CPA, on the rate study component of the larger plant study.  A discussion took place 
concerning the high volume of stormwater that goes through the sewer lines and into the plant, 
where it is being treated like sewer product.  About 80% of what is treated in the current sewer 
plant is stormwater, adding to the stress on our current system. 
 
9. Stormwater Management Discussions 
a. Stormwater Permits – A list of Stormwater Approval Letters was reviewed- 



 
 
10. Business Discussions: 
a. None 
 
11. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Mayor Skinner discussed the 
following with the Board: 
a. PSD Meeting Minutes 
 
12. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements  
Phil Loftis – Mr. Loftis asked whether, beyond the pump stations—which he described as the most 
acute and obvious concern—there were additional elements of the wastewater system that should 
be evaluated for deterioration risks prior to undertaking the major plant improvement project.  
Ethan Crosten responded that the initial plant study had included a broader list of needs, which was 
later narrowed to the essential upgrades now incorporated into the project scope. They stated that 
the plant and pump stations are “pretty well covered” in that evaluation. However, certain 
collection system lines remain areas of concern. One example cited was the line along Route 20 
near Wendy’s extending toward McDonald’s, which had been removed from the project due to cost 
constraints despite causing “heartburn” for the department. Several similar lines exist that staff 
would like to address, but current funding does not allow for their inclusion.  Loftis acknowledged 
the explanation and stated that this addressed his primary concern. 
 
Crystal Shaw – Ms. Shaw had no further comments. 
 
13.  Declaration of Adjournment: 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 a.m. upon a motion by 
Loftis. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III                                     _________________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders                         _________________________________________________ 
 


