
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF UPSHUR, CITY OF BUCKHANNON, TO WIT:  
 

A regular meeting of the Buckhannon Water Board was held on Thursday, July 9, 2026, at 7:30 a.m. 
in Council Chambers at City Hall. The following individuals were in attendance (GTM indicated by 
GoToMeeting):  
 
Robbie Skinner    Mayor      Present 
Randy Sanders    City Recorder    Present 
Scott Randall     Board Member    Present 
Shawn Young    Board Member    Present 
Don Nestor     Board Member    Present 
Erasmo Rizo     Board Member    Present 
Tom Rolenson    Water Department Superintendent Present 
Jay Hollen     City Engineer    Present 
Ethan Crosten    Director of Public Works  Present 
Amberle Jenkins    Asst. Recorder/Director of Finance  Present 
Barbara Hinkle    City Hall Office Manager  Absent 
 
Media: None 
   
Guests: Michael Miller-GTM; Shane Whitehair – Region VII; Todd Dingess, Smith Cochran Hicks, 
PLLC-GTM; Tim Ball, Potesta & Associates-GTM;  
 
                         City of Buckhannon Water Board 

Meeting Agenda 
7:30 a.m. Thursday, July 9, 2026 

Council Chambers | 70 East Main Street 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 05/14/2026 & 06/11/2026 
 

5. Public Comment – Motion to Open & Close Requested 
 

6. Recognition of Guests 
        a. Joe Shaver, American Legion Post 7 
     i. Request Painting of the North Buckhannon Water Tank & Brush Removal 
 

7. Financial Report – Director of Finance Amberle Jenkins 
 

8. Department Report – Water Department Superintendent, Tom Rolenson 
a. Monthly Water Department Report 
b. Monthly Chemical Cost Summary Report 
c. Monthly Unaccounted Water Loss Report 

 
9. Business Discussions: 
        a. Water Treatment Plant Replacement Project 

       i. Review & Approval USDA # 500 Engineering Contact 
      ii. Review & Approval for Payment Water Project Invoices-Resolution 2026-14 

 
10. New Business Discussions: 

a.  
 

11. Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information 
       a. Termination of Letter Agreement Jarrett Drive Tower -Lynx WV, Inc. 

b. WVRWA Water on the Mountain August 9-12, 2026 
c. City Engineer’s Response Letter re: 134 S. Locust Street, USTs Removal Project 
d. P.S.D.’S Meeting Minutes 

 
12. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements 

 
13. Declaration of Adjournment 



 
This agenda was certified by Mayor Robbie Skinner on July 2, 2026. Those who participated in this meeting virtually used 
the following link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/234619757 or joined by phone at (872) 240-3212, access code: 
234-619-757. 

 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Robbie Skinner called the meeting to order. 
 
2. Moment of Silent Reflection – Mayor Robbie Skinner invited those in attendance to join in 
silent reflection.  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Robbie Skinner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 05/14/2026 & 06/11/2026 – Mayor Skinner 
reported that the meeting minutes of 05/14/2026 & 06/11/2026 were available for consideration, 
and asked for any corrections, additions, or a motion to approve. 
 
Nestor/Randall moved to approve the Meeting Minutes of 05/14/2026 & 06/11/2026.  The 
motion carried. 
 
5. Public Comment—Motion to Open & Close Requested - No action was necessary. 
 
6. Recognition of Guests 
 a. Joe Shaver, American Legion Post 7 
 i. Request Painting of the North Buckhannon Water Tank & Brush Removal – Mr. Shaver was 
not in attendance.  No action was necessary. 
 
7. Financial Report—Director of Finance, Amberle Jenkins – Mrs. Jenkins provided the June 
2026 Financial Report for the Board.  Recorder Sanders sought clarification regarding a couple of 
items related to the Water Treatment Plant Replacement Project. Mrs. Jenkins confirmed that the 
expenses reflected in the financial statements include project-related costs currently being coded 
through the general ledger. These costs are not operating expenses.  With no further questions from 
the board, a motion was requested to approve the financial report. 
 
Randall/Rizo moved to accept the Financial Report as presented.  The motion carried. 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
8. Department Report – Superintendent Rolenson presented the department’s monthly 
operational report. He noted the installation of three new services and the renewal of 24 services, 
along with three meters changed during the period. Staff responded to 240 customer service 
requests, and 21,720 gallons of water were hauled from the plant. 
 
The plant treated 69.9 million gallons of water for the month, averaging 2.33 million gallons per 
day. The monthly treatment cost totaled $271.27, and the average water loss was 11.74%. 
 



Rolenson reported that crews completed the Camden Avenue service renewals, which accounts for 
the elevated number of lead service replacements. Crews replaced approximately 1,300 feet of 
four-inch cast iron line on Camden Avenue. Work has now shifted to Central Avenue, where crews 
are replacing an aging four-inch cast-iron main with a six-inch PVC main. Rolenson stated that the 
crew is roughly three-quarters of the way through the pipeline installation. Inventory work for FY 
2025–26 is also underway. 

 
Rolenson added that the department experienced a significant power failure at the plant over the 
holiday weekend. Despite being short-staffed, crews responded effectively and maintained 
operations. 

a. Monthly Water Department Report –  
 
             CITY OF BUCKHANNON WATER DEPARTMENT 
  Monthly Report for June 2026 
 
 

 Water leaks-2 
 New Services-3 
 Renewed Services-24 
 WV 811 Locates  
 Maintenance equipment  
 Clearing brush and grass from right of ways and tank sites 
 Clearing meter barrel lids 
 Cleaning out valve boxes 
 Maintenance booster stations 
 GPS valves, services, hydrants, and leaks for past year.  
 Back-flow/cross-connection program 
 Fire hydrant maintenance and repairs 
 Residential meters changed- 3 
 Residential meters tested-0 
 Public Service District meters tested-0 
 All meters were read in system 
 Meter testing 
 Meter barrel repairs 
 Weekly safety meetings 
 Off & On Reports / Customer service requests answered. - 241  
 21,720 gallons of water hauled from plant. 
 69.9 million gallons of water treated for the month at 2.33 million gallons per day. 
 Cost per million gallons treated for the month. $271.27 
 Average water loss- 11.74% 
 Completed the service renewals on Camden Ave. 
 Abandon 1300ft 4” cast iron on Camden Ave.  
 Crew is working on Central Ave. replacing the old 4” cast iron main with new 6” pvc. 
 Inventory completed for 25-26 

 
 
b. Monthly Chemical Cost Summary Report –  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
c. Monthly Unaccounted Water Loss Report –  
 

 
Recorder Sanders raised a concern about a large hole observed near the Baxa Motel, noting mud on 
the sidewalk and an open void that posed a safety hazard to pedestrians. The hole had been taped 
off, but its size and proximity to foot traffic made it noteworthy.  Rolenson indicated the location 
appeared to be outside aby current Water Department utilities work. Some exposed lines were 
visible, prompting questions about whether the work was performed by the property owner or 
related to another utility. It was agreed that the matter should be checked and monitored, given the 
safety concerns. 
 
9.  Business Discussions 
a. Water Treatment Plant & Line Replacement Project 
i. Review & Approval USDA # 500 Engineering Contact - City Engineer Jay Hollen presented the 
updated USDA #500 Engineering Contract, explaining that USDA requires this new E500-format 
agreement even though an earlier E5-105 contract had already been executed and used by Potesta 
to begin engineering design work.  Tim Ball of Potesta confirmed that as Jay Hollen stated, the new 
contract is “merely the USDA’s version of a contract that’s already in effect” and includes additional 
language and exhibits required for federal funding. Both Jay and Tom have reviewed the document 
and returned revisions to Potesta prior to the meeting. 
 
Nestor/Rizo moved to approve the USDA #500 Engineering Contract and authorized Mayor 
Skinner to sign it as the Chair of the Water Board.  The motion carried.  
 



 

 



 
 
ii. Review & Approval for Payment Water Project Invoices -Resolution 2026-14 - The Board 
reviewed and approved payment of two invoices:  Potesta & Associates – $75,562.50 and Steptoe & 
Johnson – $7,083.75, for a total of $82,646.25. 
 
Randall/Young moved to approve the payment of the Water Project Invoices - Resolution 
2026-14 as presented.  The motion carried. 
 



 
 
Shane Whitehair presented the following updates and requests from Region VII: Two major 
applications remain under review, with decisions hoped for by late September, depending on 
federal announcement schedules. One is the AMLER Grant Application (Due Tomorrow).  Mr. 
Whitehair urged the City to resubmit an AMLER (Abandoned Mine Lands Economic Revitalization) 
grant request for $2 million, noting that last year’s application was not funded. He emphasized that 
USDA’s recent major commitment to the project strengthens the City’s competitiveness. As he 
explained, he noted, “Any opportunity that we see is worth pursuing… especially considering grant 
money.”  The Chair agreed to sign the required documents so the application could be submitted on 
time.  USDA Grant & Interim Financing Waiver: Mr. Whitehair discussed efforts to secure a USDA 
waiver eliminating the requirement for interim financing during construction. Without the waiver, 
interim financing could add $1–1.5 million in additional costs. USDA has already committed $2 
million in grant funds, which will not be withdrawn.  If the waiver is denied, the City may need to 
revisit water rates depending on how much additional grant funding is secured. As noted in the 
document, we would need to conduct another rate evaluation to verify that the rates are sufficient 
to cover all costs, as Todd Dingess confirmed.  Other Funding Efforts: The City has applied for $14–
16 million in additional grants from various sources. Final funding scenarios will determine 
long-term rate impacts.  As the Board has previously approved Region VII’s search for additional 
grants, no action was necessary. 
 
10. New Business Discussions: 
a. None 
 



11.  Report of Events, Correspondence, and Information – Recorder Sanders reviewed the 
following with the Board Members. 
 
a. Termination of Letter Agreement Jarrett Drive Tower -Lynx WV, Inc. 
 

 
 
b. WVRWA Water on the Mountain August 9-12, 2026 
c. City Engineer’s Response Letter re: 134 S. Locust Street, USTs Removal Project 



 

 
 



 
 
d. P.S.D.’S Meeting Minutes- The meeting minutes have been received by email and shared with 
the board members.  
 
12. Board Members’ Remarks and Announcements:  
 
Shawn Young:  Mr. Young expressed appreciation to Water Department staff for their response to 
the recent power failure at the plant. He noted that he understands how the pressure feels when 
you're trying to get power back on for something, whether in private industry or public service, and 
emphasized the significant responsibility involved in keeping the water moving.  He thanked all 
personnel who worked to restore operations. 
 
Scott Randall: Mr. Randall had no further comments. 
 
Erasmo Rizo: Mr. Rizo had no further comments. 
 
Don Nestor: Mr. Nestor asked whether the upcoming Community Care West Virginia four-story 
building would require any adjustments to the City’s water infrastructure, noting its size and 
potential water consumption. He questioned whether any existing lines might be covered by the 
new construction or whether supply issues should be anticipated. Mr. Crosten responded that 
during the North Spring Street project, the City had already planned for a large facility at that 
location. Existing water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure is adequate for the new building.  
Mr. Nestor also revisited concerns about water line loss, noting that while the City’s system is 
currently stable, prolonged dry conditions could strain supply—particularly if Public Service 
Districts (PSDs) continue experiencing significant line loss. He suggested that the Board consider 
future discussions with PSDs to encourage stronger attention to leak reduction.  Shane Whitehair 
reported that Hodgesville PSD is currently under construction on a major AML-funded project, 
replacing most of its service lines, which should improve line loss performance. Nestor concluded 
by thanking staff for their continued work. 
 
Tim Ball, Potesta & Associates: Engineer Tim Ball offered a brief update on the Water Treatment 
Plant design work. He reported that design is progressing well, with Potesta currently focusing on 
pumps and filters and meeting with manufacturer representatives to evaluate equipment options.  
Ball stated that Potesta presented a report to staff after close of business yesterday outlining 
hypochlorite system options and providing recommendations for the selection of the new 
disinfection system. He noted that revised layout plans for the plant are expected to be delivered by 
the end of the week, pending a final review and a scheduled call with the architect later in the day. 
He anticipates having those plans ready to present tomorrow. 
 
13.  Declaration of Adjournment 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:04 a.m. on a motion by Nestor. 
 
Mayor Robert N. Skinner III  ______________________________________________ 
 
City Recorder Randall H. Sanders _____________________________________________ 


